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Lesson 35       
Chapter 15: 23-33 - Paul’s Travel Plans.
Vv. 23-33 – “But now I have finished my work in these regions, 
and after all these long years of waiting, I am eager to visit you.  
I am planning to go to Spain, and when I do, I will stop off in 
Rome.  And after I have enjoyed your fellowship for a little 
while, you can provide for my journey.  But before I come, I must 
go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the believers there.  For you see, 
the believers in Macedonia and Achaia have eagerly taken up 
an offering for the poor among the believers in Jerusalem…



They were glad to do this because they feel they owe a real debt 
to them.  Since the Gentiles received the spiritual blessings of the 
Good News form the believers in Jerusalem, they feel the least 
they can do in return is to help them financially.  As soon as I 
have delivered this money and completed this good deed of 
theirs, I will come to see you on my way to Spain.  And I am sure 
that when I come, Christ will richly bless our time together…



Dear brothers and sisters, I urge you in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to join in my struggle by praying to God for me.  Do 
this because of your love for me, given to you by the Holy Spirit.  
Pray that I will be rescued from those in Judea who refuse to 
obey God.  Pray also that the believers there will be willing to 
accept the donation I am taking to Jerusalem.  Then, by the will of 
God, I will be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and we will 
be an encouragement to each other.  And now may God, who 
gives us his peace, be with you all, Amen.”



In verses 23-33, Paul states that he has concluded his work (God 
commissioned places) in Asia Minor and Greece and is now 
ready to move westward to Spain on the way through Italy and to 
Rome.  

v. 23 – “But now I have finished my work in these regions, and 
after all these long years of waiting, I am eager to visit you.”  

We know that Paul wrote this letter to the Romans from the 
city of Corinth.  
Scholars believe Paul was referring to the regions where he 
has labored so many years during his missionary journeys.  



v. 24 – Paul indicates his next trip will be to Spain and he will stop in 
Rome on the way.  

He wanted to visit with them to minister and to be encouraged 
and supported by them.  
He would then move westward to Spain.  
He probably did this after his imprisonment at the end of Acts.  
In Paul’s day, “Spain” included the entire Iberian Peninsula 
(modern Spain and Portugal).  

Parts of the peninsula had been occupied by the Romans 
since 200BC, but only within Paul’s lifetime had the area 
been organized into a Roman province.  
Paul saw Spain, at the far end of the Mediterranean, as his 
final target in fulfilling the promise of Isaiah 66:19-20.  



Paul wanted to use the Roman church as a base of ministry 
operations for a mission to Spain.   
This means that his trip to Rome would not be a short one, not 
a quick visit.  
Spain was so far from Paul’s previous sending church, Antioch 
in Syria, that he hoped the Roman church could serve as the 
logical base for this future evangelistic effort.



v. 25 & 26– Before He comes to Rome and on to Spain, He must go 
to Jerusalem to deliver a financial gift to the poor believers in 
Jerusalem that was collected from the believers in Macedonia 
and Achaia during his third missionary journey.  

Paul collected donations from the Gentile churches to help 
the believers in Jerusalem and to draw the two wings of the 
first-century church closer together.  

See 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, and 
2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9.



Paul founded churches in several prominent cities in 
Macedonia (Northern Greece) including Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Berea.  

In Achaia (Southern Greece), Paul had preached in 
Athens and founded the church in Corinth, see 
Acts 16-18.  

The “poor” believers in Jerusalem were Jewish Christians 
who were suffering from famines that had hit the area, (see 
Acts 11:27-30) and also because their faith in Christ caused 
them to be ostracized from Jewish society.



v. 27 – The believers in Northern & Southern Greece were happy 
to collect money because they felt a sense of debt to them, 
because they (Gentiles) received the spiritual blessings 
(spiritual existence) of the Good News from the believers in 
Jerusalem.  

Even though the Christians in Greece were separated from 
the poor Christians in Jerusalem by many days, in terms of 
transportation and communication, 

Paul said they owed a real debt to send aid to meet the 
needs of those distant believers.  
Look at 1 John 3:17.  

This is a principle that we, the 21st Century Church, 
need to heed.



Questions to Ponder:

1. Is the 21st Century Church caring for the poor within the 
church?

2. How well do you think WOWC applies this principle?
3. What role do you fulfill in the completion of this principle?



vv. 28 & 29 – Paul notes that as soon as he delivers the gift and 
completed the good deed of the Christians in Greece, he will 
head to Rome on his way to Spain.  

Paul is expectant that their time together will be blessed by 
Christ.  

vv. 30-33 – Paul urges the Roman Christians to join him in his 
struggle by praying for the him because of their love for him, 
which is given to them by the Holy Spirit.  



Paul asked them to pray: 

1. That he would be delivered from those in Judea who refuse to  
obey God.  

See Acts 21-22.  
God preserved Paul’s life and used the circumstances of 
his arrest in Jerusalem to take him precisely where he 
planned to go – Rome. 

2. That the believers there will be willing to accept the donation.

3. For Paul’s safe travel to Rome and Spain.  See Acts 27 -28.
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