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Lesson 34
Romans Chapter 15:14-22  

“Paul’s Reason for Writing”

vv. 14-22 – “I am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, 
that you are full of goodness.  You know these thing so well you 
can teach each other all about them.  Even so, I have been bold 
enough to write about some of these points, knowing that all you 
need is this reminder.  For by God’s grace, I am a special 
messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles.  I bring you the 
Good News so that I might present you as an acceptable offering 
to God made holy by the Holy Spirit.  



So I have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done 
through me in my service to God.  Yet I dare not boast about 
anything except what Christ has done through me, bringing the 
Gentiles to God by my message and by the way I worked among 
them.  They were convinced by the power of miraculous signs and 
wonders and by the power of God’s Spirit.  In this way, I have fully 
presented the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to 
Illyricum.   



My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where 
the name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a 
church has already been started by someone else.  I have been 
following the plan spoken of in the Scriptures, where it say, 
“Those who have never been told about him will see, and those 
who have never heard of him will understand.”  In fact, my visit to 
you has been delayed so long because I have been preaching in 
these places.”



We have come to the final section of Paul’s letter to the 
Romans: 15:14 – 16:27.  
The final section contains elements that are common at the end 
of New Testament letter:
1. A discussion of travel plans – 15:14-29.
2. Requests for prayer – 15:30-33.

3. References to ministry associates – 16:1-2, 21-23.
4. Greetings – 16:3-16.

5. A Doxology – 16:25-27.  
Only a warning about false teachers 16:17-19, is a non-standard 
feature in this conclusion by Paul.



Paul notes the reason for writing:  

1. He shares his confidence that the Roman Christians were full 
of goodness and very knowledgeable so as teach others, v. 14. 

Paul praises the Roman Christians, as he had in the opening of 
the letter, 

Romans 1:8-12: 

demonstrating a gracious manner toward a church he 
had neither founded or visited.



2. He points out that they are full of “goodness”.  

The Greek word for goodness is “agathosune”, which means
“beneficence, kindness in actual manifestation, virtue 
equipped for action, a bountiful propensity both to will and 
to do what is good, intrinsic goodness producing a 
generosity and a Godlike state or being.”  

Agathosune is a rare word that combines being good and 
doing good.



3. The word “teach” means to exhort or counsel.  
Christians are often the best counselors for one another, 
especially when they understand the will of God as taught in 
the Scripture, and are able to apply Scripture correctly to life.

3. Paul notes that even though “they” have an excellent 
knowledge, he wrote rather boldly at times to remind them of 
some of these points, v. 15.  

4. He then identifies himself as a special messenger to the 
Gentiles to: (v. 16-20)
A. Present them as an acceptable offering to God, made holy 

by the Holy Spirit. 
Paul references “priestly duties” but not in the sense as a 
Levitical priest. 



The Levitical priests were involved with the rituals of the 
temple.  
Paul, was an apostle and teacher because God had 
chosen him to lead in the formation of the Christian 
Church.  
Paul preached the gospel of Christ to them, to present 
them as an offering that is acceptable to God, sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit.  

The offering Paul brought to God was the Gentile 
Church. 
This does not mean there were no Jews in the church 
but Gentiles had become the majority.



Paul was fulfilling Isaiah 66:19-20.

“I will perform a sign among them. And I will send 
those who survive to be messengers to the nations –
to Tarshish, to the Libyans, and Lydians (who are 
famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to all 
the lands beyond the sea that have not heard of my 
fame or seen my glory.  They will declare my glory to 
the nations.  They will bring the remnant of your 
people back from every nation.  They will bring them 
to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the 
Lord.  They will ride on horses, in chariots and 
wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the Lord.”



B. Paul states in v. 17 & 18 that he was enthusiastic about all 
that Christ has done through him in his service to God.  
Paul is not boasting of his own achievements but of what 
Christ had accomplished through him:  

his preaching (message) and he worked among the 
Gentiles (his actions, lifestyle).



C. Because of this, v. 19, The Gentiles were won to Christ by 
the:
1) power of miraculous signs and wonders;

2) power of God’s Spirit.
It is important to state that signs and wonders 
accompanied Paul’s preaching to authenticate it in the 
eyes of those who heard.  



This is the New Testament pattern:  

Preach the Gospel followed by signs and wonders,
(Acts 2:43; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 14:3; 15:12; 2 Corinthians 12:12; 
Hebrews 2:4).  
Based on that pattern and the gifts described in 
I Corinthians 12:9, 10, 28, it seems appropriate to expect 
miracles today as well.



Paul also notes the territorial range of his ministry:  

Jerusalem (the home of the mother church where the Gospel 
originated and it’s dissemination began) to Illyricum 

– a Roman province located in the area of the modern day 
Balkans on the east side of the Adriatic Sea, from modern-
day Albania to Croatia. 

It is interesting to note that the book of Acts does not mention 
ministry in this area.



“I have fully presented the Good News of Christ”.. 

Does this mean that everyone in the eastern Mediterranean 
area had heard the Gospel or that Paul believed that his work 
there in that area had been completed?  

Paul was not claiming that the work of evangelism had 
been completed in these regions.  

His point was that churches had been planted in enough 
major population centers so that those churches could 
carry on the work of evangelism themselves.  

Paul’s own distinctive ministry of planting foundational and 
strategic churches had been fulfilled.  



In verses 20-22, Paul discusses his ambition to preach the 
Good News where the name of Jesus Christ has never been 
heard as opposed to an established church.    

Paul had a true evangelistic heart.  
He follows the plan noted in Scripture and then quotes 
Isaiah 52:15 in verse 21, stating “those who have never 
been told about him will see, and those who have never 
heard of him will understand.”  

In verse 22, Paul states that in fact, his visit to the Romans, has 
been delayed so long, 

because he has been preaching in these places where no 
one has heard the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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