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Lesson 33  
Chapter 15: 1-13:  “Living to Please Others”
In chapter 15 Paul continues the theme of weak and strong 
Christians.  

Paul clearly instructs us that Christ is the model of conduct in 
relationships between weak and strong Christians.  

Jesus, as Paul’s example, demands mutual forbearance and 
love, and if followed will result in a unity of harmonious praise 
to God.  



vv.1 – 4: “We who are strong must be considerate of those who are 
sensitive about things like this.  We must not just please ourselves.  
We should help others do what is right and build them up in the 
Lord.  For even Christ didn’t live to please himself.  As the 
Scriptures say, “The insults of those who insult you, O God, have 
fallen on me.”  Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago 
to teach us.  And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement 
as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.”

The Strong believer must take the initiative and be considerate 
of those who are sensitive about things such as food, certain 
days of worship, etc.   

The strong must not live to just please themselves. 



v. 1 – “We who are strong must be considerate of those who are 
sensitive about things like this.  We must not just please 
ourselves.”

Notice the first personal plural pronoun “We”.  
Paul identified himself with the strong Christians, whose 
personal convictions allow them more freedom than the weak.  

When we look at the meaning of the word – “considerate”, it 
means more than just tolerate or put up with but to uphold 
lovingly.



This phrase is reminiscent of Galatians 6:2:  

“Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of 
Christ.”

Paul did not want the strong to simply put up with those who 
were weak in faith; 

the strong were to actively and sympathetically assist the 
weak in living out their Christian faith with integrity.  

Read Galatians 5:13-15.



v. 2 – “We should help others do what is right and build them up 
in the Lord.”

“We” – the stronger Christians should help the weaker 
believer in order to build them up.  

The Greek word for “others” , literally means “the 
neighbor”.  

See Leviticus 19:18, which is quoted in Romans 13:9.  
Love for others should govern the conduct of people who 
are strong in faith. 



v. 3 – “For even Christ didn’t live to please himself.  As the 
Scriptures say, “The insults of those who insult you, O God, have 
fallen on me.” 

This quotation is from Psalms 69:9. 
Paul’s quotation of just a small portion of that psalm evokes 
the whole experience of Jesus’s suffering.  

Christ did not come to do His own will but to do the will of 
the Father and please Him.  

Christ voluntarily bore man’s sins and hostility toward God.



v. 4 – “Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach 
us.  And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we 
wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.”

Paul here states a great truth about the purpose of Scripture:  
It was written for our instruction, so that as we patiently 
endure, we might be encouraged to hold fast our hope in 
Christ.



v. 5 – “May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, 
help you live in complete harmony with each other, as is fitting 
for followers of Christ Jesus.”

This verse does not mean that all believers should come to the 
same conclusions on the matters of conscience that he 
discussed in chapter 14 but that they might agree to disagree 
in LOVE.  

Harmony is important.  

It is the whole orientation of how someone thinks.  
A mindset of harmony is important for Christian Unity, 

see 12:3-5, 16; Philippians 2:2-5.



v. 6 – “Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving 
praise and glory to God the Father or our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The purpose of this unity is to praise and give glory to God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Can you imagine what the results would be in believers lived 
in harmony / unity together?  

What would we be able to accomplish for the Kingdom?



Questions:  

1. Why should the stronger believer do this?    
The answer is found in verse 2: 

We should do this to do what is right and to build up the 
weaker believer.  

2. How long does the stronger believer forbear, tolerate, be 
patient with the weaker believer?  

The answer is found in verse 2: 

We should do this until they too become strong in faith 
and knowledge.  



3. What is the stronger believers’ motivation to follow through 
with this charge by Paul?

The answer is found in verses 3 &4:  

1) Our example – Jesus, sets the pattern for us to follow.  
2) The Scriptures are our teacher. 

The Scriptures are for our learning and understanding.  
The Scriptures give us hope and encouragement, 

as we wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled.



4. What are the results of following the Scriptures and 
forbearing the weaker brother?  See verses 5-7:  

a) God will help us to live in harmony with each other, as is 
the example of Jesus, v.5.
b) We will all be united as one voice – giving praise and 
glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, v. 6.

c) Christians are to receive each other in spite of their faults 
and scruples, just as Christ accepted them, v. 7.



vv. 7-13:  “Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has 
accepted you so that God will be given glory.  Remember that 
Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show that God is true to 
the promises he made to their ancestors.  He also came so that 
the Gentiles might give glory to God for his mercies to them.  
That is what the psalmist meant when he wrote: 

“For this, I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing praises 
to your name. “  

And in another place, it is written,
“Rejoice with his people, you Gentiles.”



And yet again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles.  Praise Him, all you people of 
the earth.”

And in another place Isaiah said, 
“the heir to David’s throne will come, and he will rule over the 
Gentiles.  They will place their hope on him.”

I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with 
joy and peace because you trust in him.  Then you will overflow 
with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”



Not only are the strong or “mature” believers to adjust to the 
weaker or “immature” believers, 

but the matter of acceptance is to be two-way. 
This was modeled by Christ, the Jewish-Messiah who accepted 
Gentiles.  
This mutual acceptance of Jew and Gentile by Christ is then 
supported by many Old Testaments scriptures.  
To accept each other means more than grudgingly putting up with 
each other.  
We are to welcome other believers, with all their flaws and sins, 
into our fellowship and treat them as family, “just as Christ has 
accepted” us, with all our flaws and sins, into his fellowship and 
family, 5:8-11.



v. 8 – “Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to 
show that God is true to the promises he made to their 
ancestors.”

Paul notes that Jesus confined His ministry (Servanthood / 
service) to the Jews to show that God is true to the promises 
He made to their ancestors.  

The promises are the covenant promises to 
1) Abraham: Genesis 12:1-3; 17:7; 18:19; 22:18. 

2) Isaac: Genesis 26:3-4. 
3) Jacob: Genesis 28:13-15; 46:2-4.



v. 9 – “He also came so that the Gentiles might give glory to God 
for his mercies to them.  That is what the psalmist meant when 
he wrote: 

“For this, I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing praises 
to your name.”

Paul here quotes Psalm18:49.   

Through Christ, God made it possible for Jews and Gentiles 
to join together to give glory to him in the new covenant 
people of God, (chapters 9-11).  
This issue of Jewish-Gentile relationships was fundamental 
to the dispute in the Roman Church, (14:1-15:7).  



From the beginning, God’s redemptive work in and for Israel had 
in view the redemption of the Gentiles, Genesis 12:3.  

Both Israel and the Gentiles would see God’s mighty and 
gracious acts for his people and hear the praises of God’s 
people as they celebrated what God had done for them.  

Thus, they would come to know the true God and glorify Him 
for His mercy.  

God’s greatest and climactic act for Israel’s salvation was the 
sending of the Messiah to fulfill the promises to the patriarchs 
and so to gather in the great harvest of the Gentiles.



v. 10 – Paul quotes Deuteronomy 32:43, 

“Rejoice with his people, you Gentiles”, and 
v.11- He quotes Ps. 117:1, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles.  Praise Him, all you people 
of the earth” and in 

v. 12 – He quotes Isaiah 11:10, 

“The heir to David’s throne will come, and he will rule over 
the Gentiles.  They will place their hope on him.”

The Gentile mission of the early church was a fulfillment of this 
prophecy, as is the continuing evangelization of the nations.



v. 13 – “I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely 
with joy and peace because you trust in him.  Then you will 
overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.”

Paul sums up this passage by praying that the Holy Spirit 
completely fill both the weak and strong believer with joy and 
peace because they trust in Him.  

This results in an overflow of “confident hope” through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.



It is important to note that the Holy Spirit not only imparts 
spiritual gifts to the believer but also Hope, Joy and Peace.  
Any hope the Christian has comes from God.  

Hope cannot be conjured up by man’s effort; 
it is God’s gift to us by His Spirit, see 8:24-25.

“We were given this hope when we were saved.  If we already 
have something, we don’t need to hope for it.  But if we look 
forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently 
and confidently.”
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