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Lesson 30
Roman’s Chapter 13 

There are two main themes in chapter 13:
1. Respect for Authority:  vv.1-7.

2. Love Fulfills God’s Requirements:  vv.8-14.



Respect for Authority:

VV. 1-7:  “Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all 
authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority 
have been placed there by God.  So anyone who rebels against 
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they 
will be punished.  For the authorities do not strike fear in 
people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong.  
Would you like to live without fear of the authorities?  Do what is 
right, and they will honor you.  The authorities are God’s 
servants, sent for your good.  But if you are doing wrong, of 
course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish 
you.  They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of 
punishing those who do what is wrong.  



So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but 
also to keep a clear conscience. Pay your taxes, too, for these 
same reasons.  For government workers needs to be paid.  
They are serving God in what they do.  Give to everyone what 
you own them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those 
who collect them, and give respect and honor to those who are 
in authority.“

In verses 1-7, Paul encourages his readers to fulfill their duties or 
responsibilities to the state – civil authorities.  
In God’s ordering of the world, we answer to those in authority.  

Our submission to them will usually take the form of obedience.  



However, because God stands over all governments, our 
submission to governing authorities must always be in terms of our 
ultimate submission to God, see Acts 4:19-20.
The Roman Christians might have been resisting government 
based on a false understanding of the Good News, as if no longer 
copying “the behavior and customs of this world”, 12:2 meant that 
they could ignore earthly institutions. 
A tax revolt occurred in Rome at about the time that Paul was 
writing this, so Paul’s whole discussion of the Christian’s 
responsibility to government might have been sparked by his 
knowledge that Roman Christians were participating in this tax 
revolt.  

We know this information from the Roman historian Tacitus, 
Annals 13.  



v. 1& 2 – “Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all 
authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority 
have been placed there by God. So anyone who rebels against 
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they 
will be punished.”
The Christian is commanded by God to obey the state, for the 
state as an institution is ordained and established by God.  

God has instituted government because in this fallen world we 
need certain restraints and authority to protect us from the 
chaos and lawlessness that is a natural result of sin.



The phrase “placed there by God” informs and reminds us that 
Scripture consistently teaches that God is actively involved in 
raising up and casting down human governments and leaders.  

See 1 Samuel 2:6-10; 12:8; Proverbs 8:15-16; Isaiah 41:2-4; 
45:1-7; Jeremiah 21:7, 10; 27:5-6; Daniel 2:21, 37-38; 4:17.  
God instituted governing authorities, so rebelling against them 
is rebelling against God, who will respond with judgment.



1) The civil government, as does all of life, stands under the law of 
God.

2) God has ordained the state to be an agent of justice, to restrain 
evil by punishing the wrongdoer, and to protect the good in 
society, vv. 3-4.

3) Paul describes government as it should be.  

When it abandons its proper function, it is no longer of God 
nor according to His purpose.  

For example, when the state requires something contrary to 
the Word of God, the Christian must obey God rather than 
man, Acts 5:29.

4) It is the duty of all believers to pray for those in authority, 1 
Timothy 2:1-2.



“All authority comes from God”: Paul does not suggest that God 
approves a corrupt government, ungodly officials, or unjust 
legislation.  

Sometimes, however, in punishment for the sins of a people, or 
for other reasons known to Him, God allows evil rulers to have 
authority for a time, as the OT prophets frequently testify.  

Ideally, God grants authority to serve good ends.  
How that authority is exercised will be the accounting of each 
to whom it has been given.

v. 2 – Although obedience to earthly authority is the general rule, a 
clear biblical principle is that we may need to disobey government 
if commanded to sin, for loyalty to God always takes priority over 
all human authority, see Esther 4:16, Daniel 3:12-18; 6:10; 
Matthew 2:12; Acts 5:29; Hebrews 11:23.



v. 3 – For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are 
doing right, but in those who are doing wrong.  Would you like to 
live without fear of the authorities?  Do what is right, and they will 
honor you. “
Paul presents a positive picture of the governing authorities, 
describing them in terms of what God has appointed them to do.  

He does not touch on situations where leaders punish those 
who do good and reward those who do evil, although he was 
certainly aware of such situations from the Old Testament and 
Jewish history, from the experience of Jesus and the other 
apostles, and from Greco-Roman affairs. 



Paul confines his discussion to the appropriate response to 
governing authorities who live according to their calling.    
When civil rulers overstep their proper function, the Christian 
is to obey God rather than man, Acts 4:19.



v. 4 – “The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good.  But if 
you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have 
the power to punish you.  They are God’s servants, sent for the 
very purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong. 
When government officials use force to restrain and punish evil, 
they are not doing wrong.  

Rather, they are God’s servants and are doing good.  
Therefore, Christians may serve as police officers and soldiers 
in good conscience.



“Punish”: “you must not murder” in Exodus 20:13.  

The word used in that commandment refers to criminal murder 
and does not include judicial taking of life or killing in war, for 
which the OT uses other words.
The same is true of the Greek word translated “kill” or 
“murder” in such NT passages as Matthew 5:21.

Sometimes God’s wrath is carried out through civil government 
when it punishes wrongdoers.  

This means that civil punishments should not only be imposed 
for the purpose of restraining evil, but also for the purpose of 
retribution.



v. 5 – “So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, 
but also to keep a clear conscience. “
Paul gives two reasons why Christians must obey government:

1. To avoid the punishment that government executes on those 
who do wrong, v. 4.

2. To keep a clear conscience before God who has established 
government and commands us to obey it.  

3. This second reason means that even when there is no likelihood 
of arrest or punishment, Christians should be fully obedient to 
government.



v. 6 –”Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons.  For government 
workers needs to be paid.  They are serving God in what they do. 
“pay your taxes too”  - because rulers are God’s agents who 
function for the benefit of society in general.  
Jesus referred to paying taxes in his famous pronouncement about 
the disciples’ relationship to government, Matthew 22:21.  

A tax revolt occurred in Rome about the time that Paul was 
writing, so Paul’s whole discussion of the Christian’s 
responsibility to government might have been sparked by his 
knowledge that Roman Christians were participating in this tax 
revolt.  



v. 7 – “Give to everyone what you own them: Pay your taxes and 
government fees to those who collect them, and give respect and 
honor to those who are in authority. “

Both Paul and Jesus direct Christians to pay taxes to the Roman 
government, which was certainly not pure or righteous in all its 
actions.  

As with all commands of God, we should try to obey this one 
joyfully, and not grudgingly.  

Whenever we tend to become discouraged with the 
imperfections of our government, or the burden of taxation that 
it imposes upon us, we would do well to remember that the 
alternative – anarchy- is far worse, Judges 17-21.



Love fulfills God’s Requirements: 

vv. 8-14:  “Owe nothing to anyone – except for your obligation to 
love one another.  If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the 
requirements of God’s law.  For the commandments say, “You 
must not commit adultery. You must not murder. You must not 
steal.  You must not covet.”  These – and other such 
commandments – are summed up in this one commandment: 
“Love you neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to others, 
so love fulfills the requirements of God’s law.  This is all the more 
urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out.  



Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed.  The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon 
be here.  So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on 
the shining armor of right living.  Because we belong to the day, 
we must live decent lives for all to see.  Don’t participate in the 
darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual 
promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy.  
Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
And don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil 
desires.”



v. 8 – “Owe nothing to anyone – except for your obligation to love 
one another.  If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the 
requirements of God’s law.” 
“owe nothing to anyone”: The Greek present tense of the 
prohibition may be translated this way:  “Don’t continue owing 
anything to anybody.”  

The verse probably does not forbid all debt, but it certainly 
forbids an attitude of contentment with indebtedness, or 
thinking that indebtedness is a normal situation, for Psalm 
37:21, says “The wicked borrow and never repay, but the godly 
are generous givers.”
We don’t need to contract debt for unnecessary things and 
showing an attitude of indifference in repaying debts.  The only 
debt from which there is no release is love to one another.



“if you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of 
God’s law”:  If we truly understand and completely follow the 
command to love one another, we would fulfill every social duty 
and would especially observe those commandments that are most 
fundamental in human relations, v.9.

Let’s explore “Debt Free”. 
An ever-present danger is overspending.  

This text sets forth a fundamental, practical point of undeniable 
wisdom that sincere, but overzealous groups or individuals are 
wise to heed and follow.  

The Bible does not say that taking a loan (banking on the 
future) is categorically wrong or faithless.  



But sound-mindedness requires economic caution , especially 
amid the high joy and excitement often attending supernatural 
growth and blessing.  

If growth is real, funding will be adequate without desperate 
efforts that go beyond what wisdom dictates.  

In that regard, Deut. 28:12 & 13 says,  “The Lord will send rain at 
the proper time from his rich treasury in the heavens and will 
bless all the work you do.  You will lend to many nations, but you 
will never need to borrow from them.  If you listen to these 
commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you today, and if 
you carefully obey them, the Lord will make you the head and not 
the tail, and you will always be on top and never at the bottom.”



These two verses encourage us to consider growing in patience 
and faith rather than going in debt. 
The Old and New Testaments both speak of freedom from debt.  
This grace can only be received when it is seen in God’s Word 
and sought with prayer.  
Once the vision is captured, faith rises; and God will give 
strategies to bring it to pass.



This rule about debt gives us a remedy for all the evils of bad 
debts:
1. It teaches us to be industrious, this would typically prevent the 

need to contract debt.
2. It makes us frugal, economical, and humble in our views and 

actions of life.

3. It would teach us to bring up our families in good financial 
habits and industry.



4. Faith in Christ, would produce sober views of our life and 
living and would remove the affections from extravagances of 
life that would often lead to debt.

5. Faith would put a stop to the vices and unlawful desires that 
prompt us to contract debt.

6. It would make us honest in paying debt.  To keep their 
promises and be conscientious.



v. 9 – “For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. 
You must not murder. You must not steal.  You must not covet.”  
These – and other such commandments – are summed up in this 
one commandment: “Love you neighbor as yourself.” 
Summed up: Love is a summary of God’s moral laws – yet a 
summary should not be used to contradict one of the items it is 
summarizing.  

Therefore, to say that love for another requires one to break 
some of God’s laws from time to time (as in ‘situation ethics’) is 
a misunderstanding of Scripture.



v. 10 – “Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfills the 
requirements of God’s law.”

Love does no wrong, but fulfills God’s law – His commandments.

vv. 11-14 – “This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; 
time is running out.  Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed.  The night is almost gone; the day of 
salvation will soon be here.  So remove your dark deeds like dirty 
clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living.  Because we 
belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see.  Don’t 
participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in 
sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and 
jealousy.  Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  And don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge 
your evil desires.”



In these verses, 11-14, Paul adds to the New Testament’s 
presentation of Salvation as the final victory over sin and death 
that believers will experience when Jesus returns in glory.  

See Romans 5:9-10:  “And since we have been made right in 
God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from 
God’s condemnation.  For since our friendship with God was 
restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, 
we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.”



“the day of salvation:” The word day reflects two sources. 

First, the Old Testament repeatedly predicts the day of the Lord 
when God’s plan culminates (see Isaiah 13:4-13; Jeremiah 3:18, 
30:8-9; Joel 2:1-32; Obad. 1:15-18).
Second, the tradition of moral instruction in the ancient world 
associated light/daytime with good and darkness/nighttime with 
evil.  

The Greeks, Romans, and Jews all used this contrast.  

Because believers “belong to the day” they should be living out 
its values, avoiding the “dark deeds” that are typical of 
nighttime.  



Paul emphasizes a high standard of moral conduct, particularly in 
view of the nearness of the Lord’s return, when our salvation will 
be consummated, vv. 11-12.  

The way to moral excellence is twofold, v. 14.
1. Positively, we must clothe ourselves with the presence of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to His Lordship, accepting His 
moral standards, living in constant fellowship with Him, and 
depending upon His strength.  

2. Negatively, we are to not think about ways to indulge our evil 
desires, doing nothing to foster our sensual desires and 
appetites, see Galatians 5:16-25.



Lesson 31
Roman’s Chapter 14 – The Danger of Criticism, vv. 1-12:

In this chapter Paul shares guidelines on things that are not 
commanded or forbidden in Scripture.  

Determining the neutrality of certain moral issues is not simple.  

When the principles taught here are obeyed, the Holy Spirit is 
free to guide us.



Principle #1: v. 1-3: “Accept other believers who are weak in faith, 
and don’t argue with them about what they think is right or wrong.  
For instance, one person believes it’s all right to eat anything.  But 
another believer with a sensitive conscience will eat only 
vegetables.  Those who feel free to eat anything must no look 
down on those who don’t.  And those who don’t eat certain foods 
must not condemn those who do, for God has accepted them.”
Accept other believers who are weak in faith and don’t argue with 
them about what they think is right or wrong.  



Paul refers to “those who are weak” probably meaning those 
Jewish Christians at Rome who were unwilling to give up the 
observance of certain requirements of the Law, such as dietary 
restrictions and the keeping of the Sabbath and other special 
days.  

When we compare this to the Judaizers of Galatia, who thought 
they could put God in their debt by doing works of 
righteousness and were trying to force this heretical teaching 
on the Galatian churches, we see that the Roman Christians did 
neither.  
They were not yet clear as to the status of OT regulations under 
the New Covenant begun at the coming of Jesus Christ.  



Paul notes that we are to accept them without passing judgment on 
matters that are debatable or subject to differences of opinion.  
Paul is stating that fellowship among Christians is not to be based 
on everyone’s agreement on disputable questions.  

Christians do not agree on all matters pertaining to the 
Christian life.  

Among Christians there is room for toleration and differences of 
strictness regarding issues such as eating habits, vv. 2-4 and 
observing special days in the Christian life, vv. 5-6. Since both 
parties do it to honor the Lord, v.6, neither should look down on 
the other.  

Paul does say that the Christian who refuses to eat certain things 
has a sensitive conscience (is immature in the faith) since eating 
is really morally relative.  (see 1 Timothy 4:3-5)



I Timothy 4:3-5:  “They will say it is wrong to be married and 
wrong to eat certain foods.  But God created those foods to be 
eaten with thanks by faithful people who know the truth. Since 
everything God created is good, we should not reject any of it but 
receive it with thanks.  For we know it is made acceptable by the 
word of God and prayer.”

Paul warns against false teachers.  
A person who departs from the true faith falls prey to all sorts of 
traps that are alleged to make one more spiritual, such as a 
false asceticism.



What is Asceticism?  

Webster’s dictionary defines it as a religious doctrine 
(teaching) that one can reach a higher spiritual state by 
rigorous self-discipline and self-denial.

It is likely that in Paul’s day false teachers made claims that some 
foods should be avoided because they defile the person.  

Here are three practical action points from these verses:

1. Reject teaching that bases holiness on works.
2. Receive thankfully the natural blessings from God.
3. Sanctify by prayer what you receive.



Principle #2: v. 4-5:  “Who are you to condemn someone else’s 
servants?  Their own master will judge whether they stand or fall.  
And with the Lord’s help, they will stand and receive his 
approval.  In the same way, some think one day is more holy than 
another day, while others think everyday is alike.   You should 
each be fully convinced that whichever day you choose is 
acceptable.”

A Christian must not reject a fellow Christian, who is also a 
servant of God.  

The “weak” Christian is not the master of his “strong” brother, 
nor is the “strong” the master of the “weak”.  

God is Master and to Him alone all believers are responsible.  



Principle #3: v. 6:  “Those who worship the Lord on a special day 
do it to honor him.  Those who eat any kind of food do so to honor 
the Lord, since they give thanks to God before eating.  And those 
who refuse to eat certain foods also want to please the Lord and 
give thanks to God.”
The motivation behind the actions of both the strong and weak is 
to be the same:  both should want to serve the Lord and give 
thanks for his provision.



Principle #4: v. 7:  “For we don’t live for ourselves or die for 
ourselves.”

None of us lives to himself alone.  

This verses refers to “all” Christians or believers.  
We do not live to please ourselves but the Lord.  
Even in death the important thing is “our” relationship to the 
Lord.  
Paul repeats this truth in v. 8:  “If we live, it’s to honor the Lord. 
And if we die, it’s to honor the Lord.  So whether we live or die, 
we belong to the Lord.”



Principle #5: v. 9:  “Christ died and rose again for this very 
purpose – to be Lord both of the living and of the dead.”

Christ is Lord over both the dead and living, and this comes from 
His death and His Resurrection.



Principle #6: v. 10-12:  “So why do you condemn another believer?  
Why do you look down on another believer?  Remember, we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For the Scriptures say, 
‘As surely as I live, says the Lord, every knee will bend to me, and 
every tongue will confess and give praise to God.’  Yes, each of us 
will give a personal account to God.”

Christians are not to condemn each other with reference to the 
practice of morally neutral issues, vv. 3 &4, since each individual is 
responsible to God, v. 12.  As Lord, v. 9, the right of such judgment 
belongs to Christ.
Weak and strong Christians alike will all stand, not at each other’s 
judgment seats, but before the judgment seat of God. 
That judgment will be based on what we have done in this life, 2 
Corinthians 5:10.



It will not determine whether or not we enter heaven, but will 
determine degrees or reward in heaven.  
Paul’s concluding thoughts on the matter are found in verse 13, 
“So, let’s stop condemning each other.  Decide instead to live in 
such a way that you will not cause another believer to stumble and 
fall.”

Paul’s counsel here is directed to the “strong” or mature believers, 
urging them to practice self-limitation in exercising their liberty 
(freedom in Christ) so that they not offend others, vv. 20,21.



See 1 Corinthians 8:9-13:  “But you must be careful so that your 
freedom does not cause others with a weaker conscience to 
stumble.  For if others see you – with your “superior knowledge” –
eating in the temple of an idol, won’t they be encouraged to 
violate their conscience by eating food that has been offered to 
an idol?  So because of your superior knowledge, a weak believer 
for whom Christ died will be destroyed.  And when you sin 
against other believers by encouraging them to do something 
they believe is wrong, you are sinning against Christ.  So if what I 
eat causes another believer to sin, I will never eat meat again as 
long as I live – for I don’t want to cause another believer to 
stumble.”



This passage speaks to similar issues.  Causing other to stumble 
involves more than upsetting another or ignorantly offending; it is 
a serious deliberate offense that wounds and weakens another’s 
conscience and ruins a relationship with Christ.  Christian liberty 
must always be exercised in love with a view to strengthening 
others.

Paul notes in 1 Corinthians 10:28-30, that in a nonreligious or 
social situation, food offered to idols can be eaten unless it 
involves the conscience of another brother.  

No created thing in itself is sinful, since everything belongs to 
God, but it is inconsistent to glorify God and hurt others. 



If food has been identified as food sacrificed to idols and you eat 
it, the man – whether a believer or unbeliever- might think you 
condone or even are willing to participate in the worship of the 
idols the food was offered to.  

It is possible to offend the “other person’s conscience” by 
eating the food that has been publicly declared to have been 
offered to idols by causing him to think it is all right to eat food 
sacrificed to idols even though he has doubts about it.  

Or if he is an unbeliever, he may think that the Christian 
worships both God and a pagan idol.  



The final deciding factor must be “considerate love”, not 
knowledge or liberty.

Read 1 Corinthians 10:31:  “So whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God”.
This is the all-inclusive principle concluding the discussion that 
began in 8:1.  

It is: test all conduct by whether or not it manifests the 
characteristics of God. 



Other principles for guiding the believer’s conduct in 1 
Corinthians are:

1. Is it beneficial (expedient, 6:12)?

2. Is it enslaving (6:12)?
3. Will it hinder the spiritual growth of a brother (8:13)?
4. Does it edify (build up, 10:23)?

The Love of God is the ultimate guiding point!
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