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Lesson 26:
Chapter 11: 25-36. 
“I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and 
sisters, so that you will not feel proud about yourselves.  Some 
of the people of Israel  have hard hearts, but this will last only 
until the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ.  And so all 
Israel will be saved.  As the Scriptures say, ‘The one who 
rescues will come from Jerusalem, and he will turn Israel away 
from ungodliness.  And this is my covenant with them, that I 
will take away their sins.’  Man of the people of Israel are now 
enemies of the Good News, and this benefits you Gentiles.  Yet 
they are still the people he loves because he chose their 
ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  For God’s gifts and his 
call can never be withdrawn.  



Once, you Gentiles were rebels against God, but when the 
people of Israel rebelled against him, God was merciful to you 
instead.   Now they are the rebels, and God’s mercy has come to 
you so that they, too, will share in God’s mercy.  For God has 
imprisoned everyone in disobedience so he could have mercy 
on everyone.  Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and 
knowledge!  How impossible it is for us to understand his 
decisions and his ways!  For who can know the Lord’s thoughts? 
Who knows enough to give him advice?   And who has given 
him so much that he needs to pay it back?  For everything come 
from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory.  
All glory to him forever! Amen.”



In this last section of chapter 11, Paul points out that God’s mercy 
is for everyone.
In verses 25-27, Paul notes that he wants the Gentiles to 
understand the mystery, so that they will not be conceited [vain, 
arrogant, haughty, boastful] but humble.
The “mystery” religions of Paul’s day used the Greek word 
“mysterion” in the sense of something that was to be revealed 
only to the initiated. 



Paul, however, used this word to refer to something that was 
formerly hidden or obscure but now revealed by God for all to 
know and understand.  

Paul usually uses the word mystery to refer to an event of the 
last days that has already been determined by God.  
Such a mystery already exists in heaven and is revealed to 
God’

Incomplete slide:  



This word “mysterion” is used in the New Testament of:

1. the incarnation – I Timothy 3:16.
2. the death of Christ – I Corinthians 2:1.

3. God’s purpose to sum up all things in Christ – Eph. 1:9 and 
especially to include both Jews and Gentiles in the New 
Testament Church – Ephesians 3:3-6.

4. the change that will take place at the resurrection 
– I Corinthians 15:51.

5. the plan of God by which both Jew and Gentile, after a period 
of disobedience by both, will by His mercy be included in 
His kingdom, v. 25.



The phrase “so that you will not feel proud (conceited) about 
yourselves” means that God’s merciful plan to include the 
Gentiles in His great salvation plan should humble them, not fill 
them with arrogance.



v. 25 - “…some of the people of Israel have hard hearts but this 
will last only until the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ.”  
The Greek word for “hard hearts” is “porosis”, it is a medical 
term describing the process by which extremities of fractured 
bones are set by an ossifying (to change or develop into bone) 
or calloused petrifying.  

It is sometimes used to describe a hard substance in the eye 
that blinds.  

Used metaphorically, it denotes a dulled spiritual 
perceptivity, spiritual blindness and hardness.

Israel’s rejection is temporary, until all those who are going to 
be saved from among the Gentiles comes to trust in Christ.  



Then salvation will come to a large number of Jews in the same 
way it has come to people for centuries – a faith response to the 
preached Good News of Christ.

Israel’s hardening is not total, it is temporary not permanent.  
v. 26 – 27 “And so” - that is, “in this way, in the process just 
described”, in verse 25.  

“All Israel” – does not mean that every Jewish person who has 
every lived will be saved, for Paul does not teach that, see 10:2-3. 



The term must be understood in the same sense as “the full 
number of Gentiles”, v. 25.   

It could refer to the total of all Jews destined to believe 
throughout the Christian era, or to a significant number of 
Jews who turn to Christ in the last days.  
With the last meaning, “and so” would have a significant 
meaning 

– after the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ, 

then the full number of Jews will be saved. 



Paul is therefore speaking in a collective sense.  

There will be a mighty turning on the part of the Jews to Christ.
Although many scholars believe the New Testament does not 
specify the time of Israel’s ingathering, others see here a 
possible reference in Paul’s statement, “the one who rescues 
will come”, is the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Those taking this latter view see this quote of Isaiah 59:20 as a 
reference to Christ’s return.  

Hence, many Jews, having seen and heard the truth of the 
Good News during the Great Tribulation, will accept the 
Messiah upon His return.  



Verses 26- 27 quote Isaiah 59:20-21.  

Paul clearly points in verse 27, “and this is my covenant with 
them, that I will take away their sins.”, that the way the Jews 
will come to salvation is on the same basis as anyone’s 
salvation:  

personal faith in Jesus Christ: crucified and risen from the 
dead.  

There is only ONE Way to faith in God, through the life, death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ!



In vv. 28-32, Paul continues the thought that many people of 
Israel are now enemies of the Good News, and that benefits the 
Gentiles.  

However, they [people of Israel] are still the people God 
loves because of their ancestors: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
Notice v. 29, “For God’s gifts and his call can never be 
withdrawn.”

God is mindful of the covenant promise He gave to their 
ancestors, and He will fulfill it.  

The word “for” shows that v. 29, is a reason given to 
demonstrate the truthfulness of v. 28.  
While the immediate reference of “God’s gifts and His 
call” is to the privileges of Israel, some interpreters 
apply the principle stated in v. 29 to spiritual gifts.



Others, however, cite passages such as Judges 16:20 and 
1 Samuel 16:14 as indicators that one may forfeit his special 
anointing.

Judges 16:20 – “Then she cried out, ‘Samson! The Philistines 
have come to capture you!’  When he woke up, he thought, ‘I 
will do as before and shake myself free.’  But he didn’t realize 
the Lord had left him.”

1 Samuel 16:14 – “Now the Spirit of the Lord had left Saul, and 
the Lord sent a tormenting spirit that filled him with 
depression and fear.”



“everyone” in verse 32 means both of the groups under 
discussion:  Jews and Gentiles.  

There has been a period of disobedience for each in order 
that God may have mercy on them all.  
Paul is in no way teaching universal salvation. 

In vv. 33-36, we see what many bible scholars refer to as the 
“Doxology”.  We define doxology as “a hymn of praise”.  
“Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge!  
How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his 
ways! For who can know the Lord’s thoughts?  Who knows 
enough to give him advice?  And who has given him so much 
that he needs to pay it back?  For everything comes from him 
and exists by his power and is intended for his glory.  All glory 
to him forever! Amen.”



After the longest extended theological argument in the New 
Testament, 1:16-11:33, Paul reflects on the amazing wisdom and 
knowledge of God in His plan of salvation, and breaks forth into 
spontaneous praise.  This is a natural outpouring of Paul’s praise 
to God.  He credits God’s wisdom and knowledge as what 
brought about His great plan for the salvation of both Jews and 
Gentiles.



Do you remember the Doxology that you sang as a child?  
It is often sung at the conclusion of every service in the United 
Methodist Church.  

Doxology:  written in 1674 by Thomas Ken, one of the leading 
Father’s of Hymnody.  

“Praise God from whom all blessing flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heav’nly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost”

V. 36 – God is the source (of Him), sustainer (through Him), and goal 
(to Him) of all things.



Lesson 27:  
Roman’s Chapter 12:  “A living Sacrifice to God”

As we discussed prior, Roman’s chapter 1:16 through 11:33 is the 
longest extended theological argument in the New Testament.  

Paul concluded this section with spontaneous praise in what 
we call the “Doxology”.  

When he reflects on the amazing wisdom and knowledge 
of God in His plan of salvation, he breaks forth into praise.  

The universe, ourselves, our salvation and everything else, all 
are from God and work through His sustaining power, and 
ultimately further His glory.  

The Proper response of every creature is to give glory to 
Him forever!



In chapter 12, Paul adds “practical application” to his 
theological discussion of Chapters 1-11.  
Paul, as with most of the other New Testament authors, had a 
unique writing style.  

He always divided his writings into two sections: 
§ Theological (teaching/doctrines) and 
§ Practical (applications).  

We should appreciate this fact, because Paul did not just leave it 
to us to figure out how to apply the theological (doctrinal) 
tenants.
1. This does not mean that he has not said anything about 

Christian Living up to this point, chapters 6-8 are practical.
2. Paul now goes into detail to show that Jesus Christ is to be 

Lord of every area of life.



3. Chapters 12-16 are not a afterthought to the great 
theological discussions in chapters 1-11, but we will see that 
the entire letter has been directed toward the goal of 
showing that God demands our action as well as our 
believing and thinking.  Faith expresses itself in obedience.

12:1-2:

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your 
bodies to God because of all he has done for you.  Let them be 
a living and holy sacrifice-the kind he will find acceptable.  This 
is truly the way to worship him.”
“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.  
Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect.”



v. 1 – “And So”: in light of the great plan of salvation outlined in 
chapters 1-11, particularly all God has done for us (benefits) as 
Christians, let us respond appropriately.  

Paul urges, pleads, for his brothers & sisters to give their 
bodies to God because of all He has done for you.  
Since Christians (both Jews and Christians) are the new 
people of God, 

then should we not offer sacrifices to God, just as the OT 
Jews did? 

Yes, but not dead animal sacrifices at the Temple; rather, 
we should offer our “bodies” (all that we are) as “living 
and holy sacrifices” each day to God.



We as believers must possess a single-minded passion to please 
God in love, devotion, praise and holiness, and to offer the 
members of our bodies for His service.  

1. Our greatest desire and prayer should be to live a life of 
holiness and to be accepted by God. This requires separating 
ourselves from the world and drawing near to God.  

We must live for Him, worship Him, obey Him, take His side 
against sin, stand for righteousness, resist and hate evil, 
perform works of kindness for others, imitate Christ, follow 
Him, serve Him, walk after the Holy Spirit and be filled with 
the Spirit.



2. We must present our bodies to God as dead to sin and as the 
temple of the Holy Spirit.

“This is truly the way to worship him”: the Greek word 
translated worship is used to refer to ceremonies of Jewish 
Temple worship in 9:4 and Hebrews 9:1, 6.  



Our act of consecration is a supreme form of religious 
service: 
A. Physical: in that our “bodies” are presented in 

worship; 1 Corinthians 3:17 & Ephesians 2:21-22.
1 Corinthians 3: 17 - “God will destroy anyone who 
destroys this temple.  For God’s temple is holy, and 
you are that temple.”
Ephesians 2:21-22 – “We are carefully joined 
together in him, becoming a holy temple for the 
Lord.  Through him you Gentiles are also being 
made part of this dwelling where God lives by his 
Spirit.”



B. Rational: in that our reasoning is responsive to His 
truth; John 8:31-32 & Philippians 4:8-9.
John 8:31-32 – “Jesus said to the people who believed 
in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain 
faithful to my teachings.  And you will know the truth 
and the truth will set you free.”

Philippians 4:8-9 – “And now, dear brothers and 
sisters, one final thing.  Fix your thoughts on what is 
true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, 
and admirable. Think about things that are excellent 
and worthy of praise.  Keep putting into practice all 
you learned and received from me – everything you 
heard from me and say me doing.  Then the God of 
peace will be with you.”



C. Emotional: in that His ‘mercies” are perceived and 
awaken our sensitivities to His loving kindness:
Philippians 2:5-9 – “you must have the same attitude 
that Christ Jesus had.  Though he was God, he did not 
think of equality with God as something to cling to.  
Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the 
humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being.  When he appeared in human form, he humbled 
himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s 
death on a cross.   Therefore, God elevated him to the 
place of highest honor and gave him the name above 
all other names,”



D. Spiritual: in that this is all the fruit of His Spirit’s 
reviving and renewing ours, Galatians 5:16-26.   

We will dive deeper into this passage when we 
discuss Romans 12:2.

v. 2 – “Don’t copy the behavior and customs”: the 
Greek word “suschematizo” can be compared to 
“scheme” and “schematic”.  

It refers to conforming oneself to the outer 
fashion or outward appearance, 
accommodating oneself to a model or pattern.  



This word is only used one more time in the 
New Testament in 1 Peter 1:14, where it 
describes those conforming themselves to 
worldly lusts.  

Even apparent or superficial conformity to 
the present world system or any 
accommodation to its ways would be fatal 
to the Christian Life.

“World”: literally means “age”, referring to a 
godless system.  We are not to accept the 
pattern of an age whose “god” is the Devil 
(2 Corinthians 4:4).



On the flip side, we are to let God transform us 
by a renewed way of thinking committed to the 
ideals of the Kingdom of God.  

“Learn to know” means to test and to prove by 
practice in everyday life that God’s will for us is 
good and pleasing and perfect.

Paul implies several things in this verse:
1. We must realize that the present world system 

is evil (Acts 2:40 & Galatians 1:4) and under 
the rule of Satan (John 12:31).
Galatians 1:4 – “Jesus gave his life for our sins, 
just as God our Father planned, in order to 
rescue us from this evil world in which we 
live.”.’



2. We must stand against the prevailing and 
popular forms of the spirit of this world, 
proclaiming instead the eternal truths and 
righteous standards of God’s Word for Christ’s 
sake 1 Corinthians 1:17-24 (NLT):

“For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to 
preach the Good News – and not with clever 
speech, for fear that the cross of Christ would 
lose its power.  The message of the cross is 
foolish to those who are headed for destruction!  
But we who are being saved know it is the very 
power of God.  As the Scriptures say, ‘I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the 
intelligence of the intelligent.’



So where does this leave the philosophers, the 
scholars, and the world’s brilliant debaters? 
God has made the wisdom of this world look 
foolish.  Since God in his wisdom saw to it that 
the world never know him through human 
wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to 
save those who believe.  It is foolish to the Jews, 
who ask for signs from heaven.  And it is foolish 
to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom.  So 
when we preach that Christ was crucified, the 
Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s all 
nonsense.  But to those called by God to 
salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God.”



3. We must despise and abhor what is evil and love 
what is righteous and refuse to yield to the 
various types of worldliness that constantly 
surround the church: 

greed, selfishness, humanistic thinking, 
political maneuvering for power, envy, hate, 
revenge, impurity, sensuality, immodesty, 
drugs, alcohol, and many other worldliness.

4. We must have our minds conformed to God‘s 
way of thinking by reading and meditating on 
His Word.  

We must have our plans, goals, and ambitions 
determined by heavenly and eternal truths, 
not by this evil, temporal and transient age.



Romans 12:2  - “Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing 
the way you think.”

Let’s look at the renewal of the mind or changing the way you 
think.  

To change the way you think is to “renovate” implying a 
restoration to freshness or to an original state.  
It intimates the potential of redemption’s power to reinstate 
features of God’s original intention for humanity and a 
recovery of many potentialities of the human mind and soul as 
designed before the fall.  



The mind constitutes the intellect or understanding but also 
includes all that is described in the word ‘mind-set”, that is, the 
feelings and the will.  

Letting God “transform” you by the changing the way you think 
indicates a literal “change” in the form or formulas of thought or 
being.”  

This describes redemption’s provision of power to install 
godliness in us – a power that transforms:

1. Our thoughts, which lead to formulating.
2. Our purposes, which proceed to dictate our actions, and 
3. Our actions become character-determining habits, shaping 

the life and setting the course for the future.  



The path to godly living is not complicated, nor is it energized by 
the flesh, but it does call the believer to willing submission to the 
Father’s provision and ways. 

Romans 6:23
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Remember our notes on v. 23 – Paul contrasts two kinds of 
servitude.  

One brings death as it wages and the other results in eternal 
life, not as wages earned or merited, but as the gift of God.



Galatians 5:16-26 –Living by the Spirit’s Power.

“So I Say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives.  Then you won’t 
be doing what your sinful nature craves.  The sinful nature 
wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit 
wants.  And the Spirit gives us desires that the opposite of what 
the sinful nature desires.  These two forces are constantly 
fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good 
intentions.  But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not 
under obligation to the law of Moses.  



“When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results 
are very clear:  sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 
idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, 
wild parties, and other sins like these.  Let me tell you again, as I 
have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit 
the Kingdom of God.”



But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.  There is no law against these 
things!  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the 
passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and 
crucified them there.  Since we are living by the Spirit, let us 
follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.  Let us not 
become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one 
another.”



In this passage, Paul shares that the goal for a follower of Jesus is 
to walk in both the power and the character of the Kingdom.  

God made His power And authority available to produce a 
different kind of lifestyle in the believer – one that attracts 
others by its light in contrast to the darkness of the world.  
And like salt, the lives of believers are supposed to make a 
difference in the world around us.



Look at the word “crave” it is the Greek word “epithumia” which 
is from the word thumos from which we get the words, thermos 
and thermostat.  

The words express or indicate the idea of “temperature” that 
may rise unbridled, calling for some means to regulate and 
direct passion toward proper investments rather than carnal 
ones.   
Because the flesh desires to be ratified (confirmed) and 
gratified (pleasured or pleased) and satisfied (satiated or 
filled full), believers must find the appropriate “means” of 
regulating and directing all of our passions. 



This passage in Galatians 5 reveals that the Holy Spirit will:

1. Enable warfare against self-indulgent carnality, vv. 16-18;
2. Give discernment regarding what is unworthy, vv. 19-21;

3. Bring growth in character, vv. 22-23;
4. Bring a readiness to live as dead to ourselves but alive to 

Christ through His cross and resurrection, vv. 24-25.



We must recognize that the Spirit and the sinful nature are 
diametrically opposed to one another as evidenced by their 
works and fruit vv. 19-21.  

The result is a fierce and unrelenting conflict within Christians in 
which they cannot be victorious by their own strength 
– Romans 7:15-23.

As verse 16 tells us, liberty can degenerate into license, 
but the Holy Spirit enables us to subdue the sinful nature when 
we continuously submit ourselves to His power and control.  
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