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When New Testament Christians called Jesus “Lord” this was not 
just an outward profession but an inward sincere attitude of the 
heart by which they made Christ and His Word Lord over all of 
life, John 15:14.   

Jesus must be Lord of spiritual matters at home and in the 
church, 

as well as, Lord in intellectual, financial, educational, 
recreational, vocational, in fact, in ALL areas of life, 12:1-2; 
1 Corinthians 10:31. 

1 Corinthians 10:31:  “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do it all for the glory of God.”



v. 9 – “believe” is the Greek word “pisteuo”.  

It is the verb form of pistis, “Faith”.  

It means to trust in, have faith in, be fully convinced of, 
acknowledge, rely on.  

It means that faith is in action!  

It expresses reliance upon and a personal trust that 
produces obedience.  

It includes submission and a positive confession of the 
Lordship of Jesus. 



These verses reveal the power and promise of God’s Word.  

This is the most foundational lesson in the importance and 
power of faith’s confession found anywhere in the Bible.  

The principle is established at the very beginning of our life 
in Christ.  

Just as salvation is appropriated by heart belief and spoken 
confession, 

His continuing working in our lives is advanced by the 
same means. 



The word confess – has the connotation of “a binding public 
declaration” by which a legal relation is contractually 
established.  

So, as our words “contract” from our side the salvation God has 
fully provided from His [side] by Christ’s saving work and 
power, so we have a principle for all of life.  

Beginning in this spirit of saving faith, let’s grow in active faith –
believing God’s mighty power for all our needs, speaking with 
our lips what our hearts receive and believe of the many 
promises in His Word.



v.9 – 10 continued:

The second essential key of this confession is the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus.  

Anyone who denies the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ 
cannot legitimately claim to be a Christian.  

He is still an unbeliever, for the death and resurrection of 
Christ is the central event in salvation, 1:4; 4:25; 5:10,17; 
6:4-10, 8:11.34.

God raising Jesus from the dead is the bedrock of the 
Christian doctrine and the central thrust of the Apostles 
preaching, Acts 2:31-32; 3:15; 4:10; 10:40.  



Here is the point:  

v. 10 – Salvation involves inward belief (with your heart) and 
outward confession (with your mouth).  

Think of it this way:  

oral confession declares, confirms and seals the belief 
in the heart.

Christians believe not only 

that Jesus lived but also that 

He still Lives.
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Chapter 10 Continued:

In verses 11-15 Paul notes that the Good News is universal in its 
application and demands a universal proclamation. 

v. 11 – “As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will 
never be disgraced.”

Paul again quotes Isaiah 28:16, as he did in 9:33.  

Paul is referencing that (anyone) of both people groups: 

Jews and Gentiles have equal access to God and equal 
benefits.  



v. 12 – “Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect.  They have 
the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him.”

Paul is basically saying that there is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile, in regard to salvation, which he defines in 
v. 13. 

v. 13 – “For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”  

Paul quotes Joel 2:32 that “everyone” that calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.  

Peter also cited this same passage from Joel in his 
message on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:21.  

What is the significance of Peter and Paul using quotes 
from the O.T.?



v. 14 – 15 – “But how can they call on him to save them unless they 
believe in him?  And how can they believe in him if they have 
never heard about him?  And how can they hear about him 
unless someone tells them?  And how will anyone go and tell 
them without being sent?  This is why the Scriptures say, “How 
beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”

Paul begins discussing the method of proclamation of this 
universal message.  



It could also be argued that Jews had never had a fair 
opportunity to hear and respond to the gospel, Paul, by 
using a series of rhetorical questions, states (in reverse 
order) the conditions necessary to call on Christ and be 
saved:

1. a preacher sent from God

2. proclamation of the message 

3. hearing the message

4. believing the message



v. 15 – “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good 
news.”

This quotation is from Isaiah 52:7, which refers to those who 
bring the exiles the good news of their imminent release from 
captivity in Babylon.  

Here it is applied to gospel preachers who bring the good 
news of release from captivity to sin.

In verses 16-21, Paul uses O.T. passages from Isaiah 53:1; 
Psalms 19:4; Deut. 32:21 and Isaiah 65:1-2, to emphasize the 
fact that Israel cannot plead ignorance of the Good News 
(vv.16-18) or that God has been unjust with them (vv.19-21).



v. 16 - 17 – “But not everyone welcomes the Good News, for Isaiah 
the prophet said, “Lord, who has believed our message?  So 
faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good news about 
Christ.”  

In God’s ordinary means of operating, people do not come to 
saving faith unless they either read the Bible or have someone 
tell them the Good News that is in it.  

It is the Good News about Christ that the Holy Spirit uses to 
awaken a response of faith within us, and it is the reliability of 
the Word of God on which we rest our faith for salvation.  

The words of Scripture are the words of eternal life (see James 
1:18; 1 Peter 1:23).



James 1:18 – “He chose to give birth to us by giving us  his true 
word.  And we, out of all creation, became his prized possession.”

1 Peter 1:23 – “For you have been born again, but not to a life that 
will quickly end.  Your new life will last forever because it comes 
from the eternal, living word of God.”

This is why preaching the Good News is absolutely necessary 
(see v. 14).



v. 18 – “But I ask, have the people of Israel actually heard the 
message?  Yes, they have: “The message has gone throughout 
the earth, and the words to all the world.” 

Paul quotes Psalms 19:4, which refers to the testimony of the 
heavens to the glory of God.  

Here “their voice” is applied to gospel preachers and is 
used to show that Israel cannot offer the excuse that she did 
not have opportunity to hear, since preachers went 
everywhere.  

These words (originally used to describe God’s revelation 
in nature) aptly describe the widespread preaching of the 
gospel, and Paul uses them to show that Jews had ample 
opportunity to hear the message of redemption.



v. 19 – “But I ask, did the people of Israel really understand?  
Yes, they did, for even in the time of Moses, God said,  “I will 
rouse your jealousy through people who are not even a 
nation.  I will provoke your anger through the foolish 
Gentiles.” 

Paul, again asks the question:  Did Israel not understand?  
He then quotes Moses and Isaiah: Deut. 32:21 and 
Isaiah 65:1 &2.  

“I will rouse your jealousy through people who are not 
even a nation.  I will provoke your anger through the 
foolish Gentiles.”  Deuteronomy 32:21.



The answer:  

this quote answers the question by stating the Gentiles, 
whom the Jews considered to be spiritually 
unenlightened, understood.  

Surely, if they understood the message, the Jews could 
have.  

The Gentiles “who are not a nation”, means that they are not 
a nation formed by God in the sense that Israel was.



v. 20 – “And later Isaiah spoke boldly for God, saying, “I was 
found by people who were not looking for me.  I showed myself 
to those who were not asking for me.”  

Paul quoting Isaiah 65:1 which says that Isaiah spoke boldly 
for God when He said, 

“I was found by people who were not looking for me.  I 
showed myself to those who were not asking for me”.    

Again, a reference to the Gentiles.

What is the inference here?

What impact does this have on the Jews?



v. 21 – “But regarding Israel, God said, “All day long I opened my 
arms to them, but they were disobedient and rebellious.” 

Paul continues the thought by quoting Isaiah 65:2 that 
references Israel.  

Paul states that the responsibility for Israel’s rejection as a 
nation rested with Israel herself.  

She (Israel) had failed to meet God’s requirement, “Faith”. 

Make special note of verse 21:  

God declares that He has had open arms all day long to 
Israel, but they were disobedient and rebellious.



What lessons can we learn and apply from this discussion to our 
situations in the 21st century?  

1. _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________

What does this say about “personal responsibility”?

____________________________________________

What does God require for a relationship and how do we 
typically attempt to satisfy or appease that requirement?

____________________________________________
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Romans Chapter 11

Paul continues the discussion he began in chapter 9 & 10 
regarding God’s selection of Israel, Israel’s unbelief, Salvation is 
for everyone. 

In Chapter 11 – God’s mercy on Israel and God’s mercy is for 
everyone.



11:1-6 – “I ask, then, has God rejected his own people, the nation 
of Israel?  Of course not!  I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham and a member of the tribe of Benjamin.  No, God has 
not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very 
beginning.  Do you realize what the Scriptures say about this?  
Elijah the prophet complained to God about the people of Israel 
and said, “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down 
your altars.  I am the only one left, and now they are trying 
to kill me, too.”



And do you remember God’s reply?  He said, No, I have 7,000 
others who have never bowed down to Ball!”  It is the same today, 
for a few of the people of Israel have remained faithful because of 
God’s grace – his undeserved kindness in choosing them.  And 
since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good 
works.  For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is –
free and undeserved.”  Paul points to himself as an example of the 
fact that there is a saved remnant in Israel.”

Remember, that in 10:21, God said, “all day long I opened my arms 
to them (Israel) but they were disobedient and rebellious.”   

Now Paul asks in 11:1, has God rejected His own people (the 
nation of Israel) because of their disobedience and 
rebelliousness? 



He answers his rhetorical question “of course not” and then 
points to himself as an example of God’s mercy, in verse 1.  

God’s rejection is really Israel’s rejection of God and eventually 
Israel will accept God’s salvation in Christ.  

As proof, Paul points to himself and gives his heritage as a 
Israelite: 

1. a descendant of Abraham. 

2. a member of the tribe of Benjamin.

In other words, there has always been a faithful remnant among 
the Jewish people.  

Remember, in lesson 19, we said, “There is always an Israel within 
Israel who have received the promise.”



In verses 2 -4 - Paul continues to clarify his point that God has not 
totally rejected His people.  

Why would God reject the people He chose from the very 
beginning?

Paul proves this point by presenting a historical and current 
perspective, a past and present example of God’s mercy.



Historical or Past Example:

Paul quotes Isaiah 19:10, 14, & 18, in vv. 2, 3 and 4.  

Even Elijah the prophet complained to God about how Israel 
has killed His prophets and torn down His altars, and that he 
was the only one left and now they were trying to kill him.  

Paul then asks, do you remember God’s reply?  

God told Elijah that He had 7,000 others that had not bowed 
down to Baal. 

Even Elijah thought he was alone in his belief in God, yet 
there were 7,000 others that loved Him.



v. 5 & 6 – Current or Present Example:  

Paul points out that as it was in Elijah’s day, so it was in his day.  

Despite widespread apostasy, a remnant of Jews remained 
faithful because of God’s grace, which Paul defines as God’s 
undeserved kindness in choosing them.  

Since is it by God’s grace and God’s kindness, then it is not by 
their (remnant’s) good works.  

If it were by works then God’s grace would not be what it really 
is:  Free and undeserved!!

What do we take from these 6 verses as lessons to live by in 
our present circumstances?



11:7-10 – “So this is the situation:  Most of the people of Israel have 
not found the favor of God they are looking for so earnestly.  As 
few have-the ones God has chosen – but the hearts of the rest 
were hardened.  As the Scriptures say,  “God has put them into a 
deep sleep.  To this day he has shut their eyes so they do not see, 
and closed their ears so they do not hear.”   Likewise, David said, 
“Let their bountiful table become a snare, a trap that makes them 
think all is well.  Let their blessings cause them to stumble, and 
let them get what they deserve.  Let their eyes go blind so they 
cannot see, and let their backs be bent forever.”

In these verses, Paul draws conclusions about the present state 
of Israel’s belief.  

“Israel” refers to the majority of those who are Jews by physical 
descent, including their recognized leadership.



Having failed to obtain the right standing with God, they had 
sought by their own efforts, they have been hardened.  

Persistent and obstinate unbelief brought God’s judgment upon 
them as a covenant people.

What does it mean that “they have been hardened”?  

Answer:  they refused the way of faith, 9:31-32.  God made 
them impervious to spiritual truth – which is judicial 
hardening. 



v. 7 – “....Most of the people of Israel have not found the favor of 
God they are looking for so earnestly….”

What is Israel looking for so earnestly?

A righteous standing before God, which eluded the larger 
part of Israel.  

How were they attempting to obtain this righteous standing?

By fulfilling the _____________ of the ____ and not 
by _________.

“a few have – the ones God has chosen – but the hearts of the 
rest were hardened.” 

The “few” or the “elect” are the “faithful” remnant of the Jews.  
Those, who have accepted Jesus as Messiah, as their Savior.  



v. 8 – “As the Scriptures say, “God has put them into a deep sleep.  
To this day he had shut their eyes so they do not see, and closed 
their ears so they do not hear.”  

Paul backs up his statement by quoting Isaiah 29:10 and 
Deuteronomy 29:4 in v. 8 which gives a very clear statement of 
the spiritual dullness of the Jews. 

Paul is effectively saying that that “dullness” has lasted from 
Isaiah’s day (700 B.C.) to Paul’s day (56 A.D.)  

Then Paul quotes David in Palm 69:22-23 in verses 9 & 10.  
David most likely spoke these words in reference to his 
enemies; 

Paul uses it to describe the results of the divine hardening.



As Paul relates these two verses to describe the results of the 
divine hardening, what do you think it means then by “bountiful 
table becomes a snare – a trap that makes them think all is well?” 
or “Let their blessings cause them to stumble and let them get 
what they deserve?  

Let their eyes go blind so they cannot see, and let their backs be 
bent forever.?”

What does bountiful table become a snare mean?
____________________________________________

What does “their blessings” mean?
____________________________________________

What kind of blindness is referred to here?

____________________________________________



What is a snare?  

_________________________________

How does this relate to us?

_________________________________

How can blessings cause us to stumble?

_________________________________

What does this say to us about spiritual vigilance?

_________________________________
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Chapter 11:11-36.  

In verses 11-24, we continue our study of Paul’s discussion on 
“God’s Mercy on Israel”. 

v. 11 – 12:  “Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery?  
Of course not!  They were disobedient so God made salvation 
available to the Gentiles.  But he wanted his own people to 
become jealous and claim it for themselves.  Now if the Gentiles 
were enriched because the people of Israel turned down God 
offer of salvation, think how much greater a blessing the world 
will share when they finally accept it.”



Paul asks then if God’s people can still recover from their 
stumbling and fall away from Him.  Are they recoverable?

Yes, is the resounding answer!  They were disobedient so God 
gave salvation to the Gentiles.  The unbelief of the Israel has 
opened the door of opportunity for the Gentiles.  God’s purpose 
is that when unbelieving Jews see many Gentiles turn to Christ 
they will become jealous and will repent and come to faith.



In verse 12, Paul begin a theme that he will return to in v. 15, 23, 
24, 25, and 26:  

God has planned that in the future there will be a massive 
ingathering of the Jewish people as they come to belief in 
Christ and are reconciled to God.  

This future revival of faith among the Jewish people here refers 
to when they finally accept it, v.15 and their being “grafted … 
back into the tree” (vv. 23,24).  

Many scholars believe the New Testament does not specify the 
exact time of the ingathering.  We will look at this again in v. 
26.



Notice in verse 12 that Paul refers to the Gentiles as being 
“enriched”.  

This is a reference to the abundant benefits of salvation already 
enjoyed by the Gentiles, which came about because of the Jews 
rejection of the Gospel.  

The rejection of the Gospel by the Jews caused the Apostles 
to turn to the Gentiles.  

Paul asks, how much greater a blessing the world will share 
when the Jews finally accept God’s offer of salvation?



vv. 13 – 16 – “I am saying all this especially for you Gentiles.  God 
has appointed me as the apostle to the Gentiles.  I stress this, for I 
want somehow to make the people of Israel jealous of what you 
Gentiles have, so I might save some the them.  For since their 
rejection meant that God offered salvation to the rest of the world, 
their acceptance will be even more wonderful.  It will be life for 
those who were dead!  And since Abraham and the other 
patriarchs were holy, their descendants will also be holy – just as 
the entire batch of dough is holy because the portion given as an 
offering is holy.  For if the roots of the tree are holy, the branches 
will be, too.”



Paul addresses the Gentiles here, stating that as much as he is 
the Apostle to the Gentiles, he works in hope that this will 
arouse the Jews, his own people to jealous and save some of 
them.  

Since the Jews rejection caused God to offer salvation to the 
Gentiles, how wonderful will be their acceptance!  

It will be life to the dead!  



Scholars offer three views for the meaning of verse 15:

1. An unprecedented spiritual awakening in the world. 

2. The consummation of redemption at the resurrection of 
the dead.

3. A figurative expression describing the conversion of the 
Jews as a joyful and glorious event (like resurrection) 
which will result in even greater blessing for the world.



Of these three views, the first seems least likely, since, before 
Israel’s spiritual rebirth, the fullness of the Gentiles will already 
have come in (see v. 25).   

Since the Gentile mission will then be complete, there seems 
to be no place for a period of unprecedented spiritual 
awakening.  

The second view also seems unlikely, since the context 
suggests nothing of bodily resurrection.

However, another recent view offers that the language does refer 
to physical resurrection from the dead that occurs when Christ 
returns in glory.



In verse 16, Paul references Numbers 15:17-21,  where God 
commanded the Israelites to take part of their first batch of 
dough, that was made from the first of the harvested grain (First 
Fruits) and set it aside as a gift. 

This gift consecrated the whole batch.  

However, this does not mean that all Jews are righteous (saved) 
but that God will be true to His promises concerning them (see 
3:3-4).  

Paul foresaw a future for Israel, even though she was for a time 
set aside.  

Roots = The Jewish Patriarchs

Branches = The Jewish People

God’s promises to and blessing on Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
were like a down payment, guaranteeing the completion of God’s 
work among his people.



In verses 17-24:  Paul warns Gentiles against boastfulness, vv.17-
18, pride, vv. 19-21, and presumption, vv. 22-24, since they are but 
a wild olive tree, grafted in because of Israel’s unbelief.

An analogy of v. 17:  

“But some of these branches from Abraham’s tree – some of the 
people of Israel—have been broken off.  And you Gentiles, who 
were branches from a wild olive tree, have been grafted in.  So 
now you also receive the blessing God has promised Abraham 
and his children, sharing in the rich nourishment from the root of 
God’s special olive tree.”



Branches of Abraham’s tree:  

Some of the people of Israel have been broken off.  

Branches refers to individual Jews who have rejected God and 
been removed by the Divine judicial hardening.

Branches from a wild olive tree: 

Gentiles - Gentile Christians who have been grafted in.

The usual process of grafting was to insert a shoot or slip of a 
cultivated tree into a common or wild tree.  



In vv. 17-24, however, the metaphor is used “contrary to nature” 
(v. 24) by grafting a wild olive branch (the Gentiles) into the 
cultivated olive tree.  

This kind of procedure is unnatural, which is precisely the 
point.  

Normally, such a graft would be unfruitful.

Olive roots: refer to the Patriarchs of Israel.

The whole olive tree represents the people of God.

Results of Grafting: 

The grafted in Gentiles now receive the blessing God 
promised to Abraham and his descendants, which is the rich 
nourishment from the root of God’s special olive tree.



Warnings to the Gentile Christians that are grafted In: 

1. Warns against boastfulness, v. 18.  “But you must not brag about 
being grafted in to replace the branches that were broken off.  
You are just a branch, not the root.”   

Notice how the NLT says it, “you are just branches not the 
root.” in other words, the salvation of the Gentiles is 
dependent on the Jews, especially the patriarchs.  

2. Warns against pride, vv. 19-21.  “Well, you may say, ‘those 
branches were broken off to make room for me.’  Yes, but 
remember – those branches were broken off because they 
didn’t believe in Christ, and you are there because you do 
believe.  So don’t think highly or yourself, but fear what could 
happen.  For it God did not spare the original branches, he 
won’t spare you either.”



Paul states that the Gentile believers should not think more highly 
of themselves by saying that the Jewish branches were broken off 
to make room for them.  

But rather, that it was only because the Jews didn’t believe in 
Christ and that you do believe.  

Paul tells them to fear (a reverential awe or fear of God, which 
is constructive) what God could do.  

If God did not spare the original branches (Jewish people –
who did not believe), He won’t spare you either.



It is important to note, that Paul’s use of the metaphor of the olive 
tree is a natural one, 

because the olive tree is the most widely cultivated fruit tree in 
the Mediterranean basin,  

and it was already used as a symbol of Israel in the Old 
Testament (Jeremiah 11:16 and Hosea 14:5-6.  

Paul refers to the Gentile Christians as branches from a wild 
olive tree because they were not originally included among 
the people of God.



3. Warns against presumption, vv. 22-24.  “Notice how God is 
both kind and severe.  He is severe toward those who 
disobeyed, but kind to you if you continue to trust in his 
kindness.  But if you stop trusting, you also will be cut off.  
And if the people of Israel turn from their unbelief, they will 
be grafted in again, for God has the power to graft them back 
into the tree.  You, by nature, were a branch cut from a wild 
olive tree.  So if God was willing to do something contrary to 
nature by grafting you into his cultivated tree, he will be far 
more eager to graft the original branches back into the tree 
where they belong.”

These verses discuss the kindness and sternness of God.



He is kind to those who trust in Him but stern to those who 
disobey.  

Paul tells the Gentiles that if they stop believing they will be 
cut off.  

If the people of Israel will repent and believe, God will graft 
them in again.  

God has the power to graft them back in and to do something 
that is contrary to nature.  

Any correct doctrine of God must include these two elements.  

When we ignore His kindness, God seems a ruthless tyrant; 
when we ignore His sternness, He seems a doting Father.  



“God is able” to graft the Jewish people in again.

In this statement we clearly see that Paul holds out hope for the 
Jews to come to repentance and faith:  God is Able!

When Paul says, “contrary to nature”, he recognizes that such 
grafting was not commonly practiced.  

The inclusion of Gentiles in the family of God is “contrary to 
nature”. (see Ephesians 2:12-13)

It is obvious that the reasoning in this verse is more theological 
than horticultural.  

It would be difficult horticulturally to graft broken branches back 
into the parent tree, but the Jews really “belong” historically and 
theologically to the parent tree.  

They will much more readily be grafted into their own olive tree.
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