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Lesson 22:

In Romans chapters 9 -11, Paul addresses the problem of 
Israel’s past election, present rejection of the gospel, and 
future salvations.  

Overview:

These three chapters were written to answer the question 
Jewish believers were asking:  

 How could God’s promises to Abraham and the 
nation of Israel remain valid while the nation of Israel 
as a whole seems to have no part in the gospel? 



1.  Chapter 9:6-29: 
Paul says that though Israel is unfaithful, God is 
righteous. 

a. In Romans 9:6-13, 
Paul maintains that God’s promise to Israel has not 
failed, for the promise never included any except the 
faithful in the nation.

There is always an Israel within Israel who have 
received the promise.

b. In Romans 9:14-29, 
Paul points out that God has the right to do as He 
pleases with individuals and nations.  



He has a right to reject Israel if they disobey and the 
right to show mercy to theGentiles and offer them 
salvation if He chooses.

2. Chapter 9:30 – 10:21: Paul analyzes Israel’s 
present rejection of the gospel.  

Their failure to respond to Christ is not due to an 
unconditional decree of God, but to their own 
unbelief and disobedience, Romans 10:3.



3. Israel will eventually accept God’s salvation in 
Christ.  

There are several steps in his argument:  

a. God has not rejected the true Israel, for He has 
remained faithful to the “remnant”, that has remained 
faithful to Him by accepting Christ, vv.1-6.

b. God’s present hardening of the majority of Israel 
has come because they refused to believe in 
Christ, vv.7-10.

c. God has turned Israel’s transgression into an 
opportunity to proclaim salvation to all the world, 
vv.11-12,15.



d. During this present time of Israel’s national unbelief,

the salvation of individuals, both Jew and Gentile 

depends on faith in Jesus Christ, vv.13-24.

e. Belief in Jesus Christ by a portion of national Israel 
will  take place in the future, vv.25-29.

f. God’s sincere purpose is to have mercy on all, both 
Jew and Gentile, and to include in His kingdom all 
people who believe in Christ, vv.30-36.



Summary:  

Paul is heavily burdened for his own people.  Can God 
be just, even if so many of God’s Old Covenant nation, 
the Jews, are lost?  

After this long demonstration of the way God’s 
righteousness is preserved in the Good News, and yet 
sinners can still be saved, other questions arise:  

How can we say that God is righteous or just if, 
according to the Good News, one must trust in 
Christ in order to be saved?  

This would mean that many Jews who have not 
trusted Christ are lost. 

How could God be true to His promises to the Jews 
as His people?  Paul answers this question in 
chapters 9-11.



Romans chapter 10:  

Paul continues his discussion of Israel’s failure and unbelief and 
he identifies the reason for that unbelief.

v. 1 – “Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my 
prayer to God is for the people of Israel to be saved.” 

Paul reveals his personal, inner most feelings and concern.  

The depth of concern here indicates that Paul did not 
adhere to the doctrine of individuals being predestined or 
foreordained to heaven or hell.  

Paul also knew that God was still willing to forgive if the 
Jews would only repent.  

Paul frequently prayed for the churches but here he prays for 
the salvation of his fellow countrymen.



v. 2 – “I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is 
misdirected zeal. “

Paul notes that the Jews’ zeal for God was commendable in 
that God was its object, 

but it was flawed because it was not based on right 
knowledge about God’s way of salvation.  

Zeal denotes a passionate and commendable commitment to 
God and his purposes.  

In Paul’s day Jewish zeal was misdirected because it failed to 
understand that Jesus Christ is the pinnacle of God’s plan. 

Paul, before his conversion, was an example of this same zeal, 
see Gal. 1:14.   “I was far ahead of my fellow Jews in my zeal 
for the traditions of my ancestors.”



Paul knows that the Jews seek salvation through law and not 
through faith.  

v. 3 – “For they don’t understand God’s way of making people 
right with himself.  Refusing to accept God’s way, they cling to 
their own way of getting right with God by trying to keep the 
law.”

Paul clearly states the reason for the failure of the Jews, as they 
don’t understand God’s way of making people right with 
himself.  

They refuse to accept God’s way and cling to their own way 
of getting right with God by trying to keep the law.  

They don’t understand it partly because they are so focused 
on the law as a way to securing their own righteousness.  



Right standing with God comes from God as a gift through faith 
in Christ alone and cannot be earned by man’s works.  

v. 4 – “For Christ has already accomplished the purpose for 
which the law was given.  As a result, all who believe in him are 
made right with God.”

Some interpret Christ to have accomplished the purpose of 
the law in the sense that He is the goal or fulfillment of the 
law.  

However, “law” here refers to the system of earning 
righteousness in one’s own strength.  Christ has indeed 
accomplished everything the law requires, but He also put an 
end to the law as a way of achieving righteousness for all who 
believe.



We see that Paul emphasizes the sufficiency of faith in 
receiving the righteousness of God, 

because in fulfilling the law’s demands, Christ terminated 
it’s claim.  

This verse does not mean that a Christian may ignore God’s 
moral standards or commandments.

The function of the law was to point forward and prepare the 
way for the Messiah; 

Jesus’ coming does not destroy the law but fulfills all of its 
requirements, 

so that the primary requirement for God’s people is to 
believe in him!



v. 5 – 21 – Paul discusses that Salvation is for everyone.

v. 5 – 8 – “For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a person 
right with God requires obedience to all of its commands.  But 
faith’s way of getting right with God says, “Don’t say in your 
heart, ‘Who will go up to heaven?’ (to bring Christ down to 
earth).  And don’t say, ‘Who will go down to the place of the 
dead?’ (to bring Christ back to life again”.” In fact, it says, “The 
message is very clear at hand; it is on your lips and in your 
heart.”



Paul references Deuteronomy 30:12-14 by stating that Moses 
described the law’s way of making a person right with God 
required obedience to all of its commands.  

Paul sees the implication that if people want to be right with 
God through the law, they can only do so by obeying all of it.  

In verses 6-8 Paul quotes three phrases from Deuteronomy 
30:12-14 dealing with the law, and he applies them to the 
Good News about Christ.  

We do not need to go up to heaven to find Christ (and thus to 
be made right with God), 

because God has already brought him (Christ) down to 
earth as a man.



Nor do we need to go down to the place of the dead to find 
Christ, 

because God has already raised him from the dead.  

To find Christ, 

we must simply believe in the message that is close at 
hand.

We do not have to do heroic feats such as bringing Christ 
down from Heaven or up from the grave. 



Paul is asserting that Faith’s way of getting right with God does 
not demand human merit or effort.  

Christ has already achieved all that is necessary for our 
salvation. 

Paul notes that this is the very message that he and others 
preach.



v. 9 – 10 – “If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with 
God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.”

Paul states here what we know to be the earliest Christian 
Confession of Faith, probably used at baptisms.  

The essentials of salvation are summarized in this passage.  

They center on belief in the Lordship of Christ and His bodily 
resurrection.  

Faith must be in the heart, which includes the emotions, 
intellect, and will, and it takes hold of the whole person.  

Faith must also involve committing oneself publicly to Jesus as 
Lord, both is word and deed.



In view of the fact that “Lord” is used over 6,000 times in the 
Greek Septuagint (Greek translation of the O.T.) to translate the 
name of Israel’s God, Yahweh, 

it is clear that Paul, when using this word of Jesus, is ascribing 
deity to him.  

To confess that Jesus is Lord, is to declare Him to be equal with 
God and worthy of power, worship, trust, obedience, and 
prayer.



When New Testament Christians called Jesus “Lord” this was not 
just an outward profession but an inward sincere attitude of the 
heart by which they made Christ and His Word Lord over all of 
life, John 15:14.   

Jesus must be Lord of spiritual matters at home and in the 
church, 

as well as, Lord in intellectual, financial, educational, 
recreational, vocational, in fact, in ALL areas of life, 12:1-2; 
1 Corinthians 10:31. 

1 Corinthians 10:31:  “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do it all for the glory of God.”



v. 9 – “believe” is the Greek word “pisteuo”.  

It is the verb form of pistis, “Faith”.  

It means to trust in, have faith in, be fully convinced of, 
acknowledge, rely on.  

It means that faith is in action!  

It expresses reliance upon and a personal trust that 
produces obedience.  

It includes submission and a positive confession of the 
Lordship of Jesus. 



These verses reveal the power and promise of God’s Word.  

This is the most foundational lesson in the importance and 
power of faith’s confession found anywhere in the Bible.  

The principle is established at the very beginning of our life 
in Christ.  

Just as salvation is appropriated by heart belief and spoken 
confession, 

His continuing working in our lives is advanced by the 
same means. 



The word confess – has the connotation of “a binding public 
declaration” by which a legal relation is contractually 
established.  

So, as our words “contract” from our side the salvation God has 
fully provided from His by Christ’s saving work and power, so 
we have a principle for all of life.  

Beginning in this spirit of saving faith, let’s grow in active faith –
believing God’s mighty power for all our needs, speaking with 
our lips what our hearts receive and believe of the many 
promises in His Word.



v.9 – 10 continued:

The second essential key of this confession is the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus.  

Anyone who denies the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ 
cannot legitimately claim to be a Christian.  

He is still an unbeliever, for the death and resurrection of 
Christ is the central event in salvation, 1:4; 4:25; 5:10,17; 
6:4-10, 8:11.34.

God raising Jesus from the dead is the bedrock of the 
Christian doctrine and the central thrust of the Apostles 
preaching, Acts 2:31-32; 3:15; 4:10; 10:40.  



Here is the point:  

v. 10 – Salvation involves inward belief (with your heart) and 
outward confession (with your mouth).  

Think of it this way:  

oral confession declares, confirms and seals the belief 
in the heart.

Christians believe not only 

that Jesus lived but also that 

He still Lives.


