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Lesson 19

Romans chapter 9:

In Romans chapters 9 -11, Paul addresses the problem of Israel’s past 
election, present rejection of the gospel, and future salvations.  

Overview:  

These three chapters were written to answer the question Jewish 
believers were asking:  

 How could God’s promises to Abraham and the nation of Israel 
remain valid while the nation of Israel as a whole seems to have 
no part in the gospel?    



1. Chapter 9:6-29: 
Paul says that though Israel is unfaithful, God is righteous. 

a. In Romans 9:6-13, 
Paul maintains that God’s promise to Israel has not failed, 

for the promise never included any except the faithful in the 
nation.

There is always an Israel within Israel who have received the 
promise.

b. In Romans 9:14-29, 
Paul points out that God has the right to do as He pleases with 
individuals and nations.  

He has a right to reject Israel if they disobey and the right to 
show mercy to the Gentiles and offer them salvation if He 
chooses.



Chapter 9:30 – 10:21: 
Paul analyzes Israel’s present rejection of the gospel.  

Their failure to respond to Christ is not due to an unconditional 
decree of God, but to their own unbelief and disobedience, 
Romans 10:3.

2. Chapter 11: 
Paul explains that the rejection of Israel is only partial and 
temporary.  

Israel will eventually accept God’s salvation in Christ.  

There are several steps in his argument:  

a. God has not rejected the true Israel, 

for He has remained faithful to the “remnant”, that has 
remained faithful to Him by accepting Christ, vv.1-6. 



b. God’s present hardening of the majority of Israel has come 
because they refused to believe in Christ, vv.7-10.

c. God has turned Israel’s transgression into an opportunity to 
proclaim salvation to all the world, vv.11-12,15.

d. During this present time of Israel’s national unbelief, 

the salvation of individuals, 

both Jew and Gentile depends on faith in Jesus Christ, 
vv.13-24.

e. Belief in Jesus Christ by a portion of national Israel will take 
place in the future, vv.25-29.

f. God’s sincere purpose is to have mercy on all, 

both Jew and Gentile, 

and to include in His kingdom all people who believe in 
Christ, vv.30-36.



Summary:  

Paul is heavily burdened for his own people.  

Can God be just, even if so many of God’s Old Covenant 
nation, the Jews, are lost?  

After this long demonstration of the way God’s 
righteousness is preserved in the Good News, and yet 
sinners can still be saved, other questions arise:  

How can we say that God is righteous or just if, 
according to the Good News, one must trust in Christ in 
order to be saved?  

This would mean that many Jews who have not trusted 
Christ are lost. 

How could God be true to His promises to the Jews as 
His people?  Paul answers this question in chapters 9-11.



Chapter 9:1-5: God’s Selection of Israel.  

v.1 – “With Christ as my witness, I speak with utter truthfulness.  
My conscience and the Holy Spirit confirm it.”

Paul states that as Christ is his witness, he is speaking with 
complete truthfulness.  

This is confirmed by his own clear conscience and the 
Holy Spirit.  

It is important to note that our conscience is God given but is 
only reliable when enlightened by the Holy Spirit. 



vv. 2-3 – “My heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending 
grief for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters.  I would 
be willing to be forever cursed – cut off from Christ! – if that 
would save them.”

Paul shows great concern and emotion: bitter sorrow over his 
people.  

This same attitude of grief should be the attitude of every 
Christian.

Paul states his genuine sorrow over the unbelief of the Jews: 
his brothers and sisters.  

His concern is a constant burden to him, so much so, that 
he is willing to be “cursed” forever to save his people.



The Greek word for cursed is “Anathema” and it means delivered 
over to the wrath of God for eternal destruction.  

This demonstrates the great love Paul had for his fellow Jews.  

Scholars note that Paul does not actually wish that he was cut off 
from Christ so that others would be saved, 

but his grief for them is so deep that it brings him virtually to 
that very point.



v. 4 – “They are the people of Israel, chosen to be God’s adopted 
children.  God revealed his glory to them.  He made covenants 
with them and gave them his law.  He gave them the privilege of 
worshipping him and receiving his wonderful promises.”

He describes who the people of Israel are: chosen to be God’s 
adopted children.  

They are the descendants of Jacob, 

who was renamed Israel by God, see Genesis 32:28.  

The name Israel was used as the name of the entire nation, 

then of the northern kingdom after the nation was divided, 

the southern kingdom being called Judah. 



During the intertestamental period and later in New Testament times, 

Palestinian Jews used the title to indicate that they were the chosen 
people of God.  

Its use here is especially relevant because Paul is about the 
show that, 

despite Israel’s unbelief and disobedience, 

God’s promises to her are still valid.  

Paul’s use of the word “adoption” indicates that Israel had been 
accepted as God’s son, Exodus 4:22-23; Jeremiah 31:9; Hosea 11:1.



Exodus 4:22-23, “Then you will tell him, This is what the Lord says: 
Israel is my firstborn son.  I commanded you, “Let my son go, so he 
can worship me.”  But since you have refused, I will now kill your 
firstborn son!’”

Hosea 11:1, “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son 
out of Egypt.”

God showed them His “Glory”, 

this is evidence of the presence of God among His people.  



God made “covenants” with His people and gave them His law.  

The following is a list of God’s covenants:

1. Abrahamic: Genesis 15:17-21 & 17:1-8.

2. Mosaic: Exodus 19:5 & 24:1-4.

a. renewed on the plains of Moab, Deuteronomy 29:1-15.

b. renewed at Mounts Ebal & Gerizim, Joshua 8:3-35.

c. renewed at Shechem, Josh. 24.

3. Levitical: Numbers 25:12-13; Jeremiah 33:21; Malachi 2:4-5.

4. Davidic: 2 Samuel 7; Psalm 89:3-4, 28-29; 132:11-12.

5. New Covenant: prophesied in Jeremiah 31:31-40.



God also gave them the law and the privilege of worshipping Him and 
receiving His promises. 

The Law, His written commands and ordinances.

The privilege of worshipping Him 

– the temple service of the priests and the sacrificial system 

– this was regarded by them as the pride and ornament of their 
nation. 

His promises:  

the Messiah and the spread of the Gospel from them as a nation 
to the world.  



v. 5 – “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are their ancestors, and Christ 
himself was an Israelite as far as his human nature is concerned.  And 
his is God, the one who rules over everything and is worthy of eternal 
praise! Amen.”

Paul lists the patriarchs of the Jewish nation:  Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.  

But most of all, Jesus Christ himself was an Israelite in His human 
nature.  

And He is God the one who rules over everything and is worthy 
of eternal praise.

This verse is one of the clearest statements of the deity of Jesus Christ 
found in the New Testament.  

The human ancestry of Christ is traced from the Jewish patriarchs.



Lesson 20:

Chapter 9 Continued:

v. 6 – “Well, then, has God failed to fulfill his promise to Israel?  No, for 
not all who are born into the nation of Israel are truly members of 
God’s people!”   

With this verse, Paul begins an extended discussion of God’s 
dealings with the nation of Israel and the reason for their present 
unbelief.

Paul begins with a question:  has God (Word) failed to keep His 
promises to Israel?  

Answer:  No, not all who are born into the nation of Israel are 
truly members of God’s people.  



Paul is saying that God’s clearly stated purpose, has not failed, 

because not all of the descendants of Israel are Israel.  

Paul is not denying the election of all Israel, as a nation, 

but he is stating that within Israel there is a separation:  

that of unbelieving Israel and believing Israel.

Another way of saying this is that

Physical descent is no guarantee 

of a place in God’s family.  



vv. 7 –9 “Being descendants of Abraham doesn’t make them truly 
Abraham’s children.  For the Scriptures say, “”Isaac is the son 
through whom your descendants will be counted,”  though 
Abraham had other children, too.  8) This means that Abraham’s 
physical descendants are not necessarily children of God.  Only 
the children of the promise are considered  to be Abraham’s 
children. 9) For God had promised, “I will return about this time 
next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

Paul continues by stating that being descendents of Abraham does 
not make them truly Abraham’s children.  

Paul here quotes Gen. 21:12, “Isaac is the son through whom your 
descendants will be counted”.  



Paul then reminds us that Abraham had another child: Ishmael and his 
descendants.  

They are merely biological descendants from Abraham.  

But Isaac is the “son of promise”, through whom Israel will come and 
the promised Messiah. 

From Isaac comes the Israel of faith.  

From Sarah comes the “son of promise” not from Hagar.  

In verse 9, Paul quotes Genesis 18:10 & 14, “I will return about this 
time next year and Sarah will have a son”, to substantiate the plan and 
purpose of the Father.



In verses 10-13, Paul traces the line of descendancy through Isaac and 
his twins: Jacob and Esau.  

Before the twins were born, 

before they had done anything good or bad, 

Rebekah received a message from God that shows God 
chooses people according to His own purposes.  

God calls people but not according to their good or bad works.  

Rebekah is told that “your older son will serve your younger son”, 
Genesis 25:23.  

Paul proves from scripture that Isaac was the chosen son, in 
Malachi 1:2-3, he quotes, “I loved Jacob but I rejected Esau.” 



God’s choice of Jacob instead of Esau was not based on anything 
either of them had done or would do in the future.  

This is the mystery of divine election.  God’s choice was not based 
on the fulfillment of any prior condition.  

Before Rebekah’s children were even born, God made a choice – a 
choice not based on works.  

“Loved … rejected” are not to be understood in their normal sense. 

They are best understood as “chose…rejected”, 

based on the fact that God knew Jacob would better further His 
will.



Paul is clearly dealing with personal and not national election.  

He is not portraying the nation of Israel (Jacob) over the nation of 
Edom (Esau), even though Malachi 1:2-3 does speak of nations.  

Paul’s intention is evident in light of the problem he is addressing:  

How can God’s promise stand when so many who comprise 
Israel are unbelieving and therefore cut off?

In verses 14-18, “Are we saying, then, that God was unfair?  Of course 
not!  For God said to Moses, ‘I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and 
I will show compassion to anyone I choose.’  So it is God who decides 
to show mercy.  We can neither choose it nor work for it.  For the 
Scriptures say that God told Pharaoh, ‘I have appointed you for the 
very purpose to spread my fame throughout the earth.’  So you see, 
God chooses to show mercy to some, and he chooses to harden the 
hearts of others so they refuse to listen.”



God is never unjust in dealing with people.  

As sovereign Creator, He has the right to deal with people 
according to His will, 

whether it is in the exercise of His compassion, vv. 14-16 or in 
the exercise of His anger vv. 17-18.

vv. 14–15 - Paul asks if he is then saying that God is unfair? 

He answers, of course not and then quotes Exodus 33:19, “I will 
show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show compassion to 
anyone I choose.”  

Paul denies injustice in God’s dealing with Isaac and Ishmael, and 
Jacob and Esau, 

by appealing to God’s sovereign right to dispense mercy as He 
chooses. 



The Greek word for “show mercy” “eleeo” means to show kindness 
and concern for someone in serious need, feel compassion for, have 
pity.  

Those who take care of the sick are called eleeo, or showers of 
mercy.  

In the New Testament, 

the word is often used of Christ’s gracious faithfulness and proof 
of His benevolence. 



Mercy is not merely a passive emotion, but an active desire to remove 
the cause of distress in others.

v. 16 – Paul concludes that God decides to show mercy.  God’s choice 
is not controlled in any way by man.  However, Paul makes it clear that 
the basis for Israel’s rejection was her unbelief, vv. 30-32.

v. 17 – Paul illustrates the point with the example of Pharaoh, by 
quoting Exodus 9:16,

“I have appointed you for the very purpose of displaying my 
power in you and to spread my fame throughout the earth.” 

God made him the ruler of Egypt to show the world God’s 
character, as revealed in the exodus.



v. 18 – Let’s look at the two phrases that make up this verse:

“Therefore, hath He mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom 
he will he hardeneth.”(KJV)

“So you see, God chooses to show mercy to some, and He chooses to 
harden the hearts of others so they refuse to listen.” (NLT)

1. “on whom He will have mercy” or “God chooses to show 
mercy to some”:  God intends to show mercy on those who 
repent and believe on Jesus as Lord and Savior, while He 
hardens all those who refuse to repent and choose to continue 
in their sins, thereby rejecting salvation in Christ. This purpose 
of God does not change for any person or nation, see 2:4-11.



2. “whom he will he hardeneth” or “he chooses to harden the 
hearts of others so they refuse to listen”: The hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart is at times attributed to God and at other times 
to Pharaoh himself.    

Pharaoh, whose heart was already in opposition to God, 
received God’s appropriate judgment.  

When he resisted God’s will, God responded by hardening 
him even more.  

Thus, God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart was not arbitrary;  
He acted according to His righteous principle of hardening 
all those who reject Him, 1:21-32.

As we will see in vv. 30-32, Paul ultimately bases God’s 
rejection of Israel on her unbelief.
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