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The Stewardship Paul has been given:  3:1-7.   
“When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you 
Gentiles”…assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special 
responsibility of extending his grade to you Gentiles.  As I briefly wrote earlier, 
God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me.  As you read what I have written, 
you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ.  God did not reveal 
it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy 
apostles and prophets.  And this is God’s plan:  Both Gentiles and Jews who 
believe the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children.  
Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because 
they belong to Christ Jesus.  By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given 
the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News.” 
 
In these verses, Paul reflects on his mission to help believing Jews and Gentiles 
accept each other as partners in God’s covenant of salvation.  This mystery was 
especially foreign to the Old Testament Jewish mindset, not being understood by 
either Jew or Gentile until Jesus came.   
 
Remember what Paul said in chapter 1: 17 & 9, verse 17 - “asking God, the 
glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight 
so that you might grow in your knowledge of God,” and verse 9 – “God has now 
revealed to us his mysterious plan regarding Christ, a plan to fulfill his own good 
pleasure.”   
Wisdom and insight are not be interpreted as mystical.  “Wisdom” concerns 

practical, workable principles; “insight” refers to clear perception and applicable 

understanding.  The Holy Spirit is the divine and supernatural source of both.   

That “mysterious plan” mentioned in verse 9 was formerly a divine secret, but in 

the New Testament is now a fully disclosed truth for understanding and 

application.   

 

v. 1 – “When I think of all this”, Paul here is referring to what he has written about 

the amazing salvation that God’s grace has brought to underserving sinners who 



are under his judgment, and about the incredible revelation that Gentiles can also 

be included in God’s new family, the people of God in chapters 1 and 2.  “a 

prisoner of Christ Jesus” – Paul wrote this letter while imprisoned for his witness 

to Christ among the Gentiles.   

 

v. 2 – Here Paul references his calling from God at the time of his conversion on 

the road to Damascus, “assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the 
special responsibility of extending his grade to you Gentiles.” 
 
v. 3 – What Paul “briefly wrote earlier” is a reference to chapter 1:9-10 or as some 
scholars note, to an unknown letter.  Paul’s understanding of God’s “mysterious 
plan” came as “God himself revealed” it to him.   
 
v. 4 – “As you read what I have written” refers to what Paul wrote in chapter 1 
and what he is writing here in this letter.   “You will understand the insight into 
this plan regarding Christ.”   Paul again refers to the mysterious plan of God to 
gather in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, 1:10, to include people of all nations in the promise of life and salvation.  
From the Jews and Gentile nations God created “in Christ” a new people for 
Himself.   
   
v. 5 – the order of the terms apostles and prophets suggests that Paul is speaking 
of New Testament, not Old Testament prophets.  In both the Old Testament and 
the New Testament, the gift of prophecy is concerned less with predicting the 
future than with speaking a special word from God.  “God did not reveal it 
(mysterious plan) to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it 
to his apostles and prophets.”  
 
v. 6 – “God’s plan” that has now been revealed to Paul is that the Gentiles are 
now included in God’s family, the body of Christ, just as Jews are.  They share 
equally in God’s eternal blessings.  This verse shows the unique aspect of the 
mysterious plan that was not previously known:  the equality and mutuality that 
Gentiles had with Jews in the Church, the one body.  That Gentiles would turn to 
the God of Israel and be saved was prophesied in the Old Testament (Gen 12:3; 
Ps. 18:49; Deut. 32:43; Ps. 117:1; and Is. 11:10, to name just a few references); 
that they would come into a unity with believing Jews on an equal footing was 
unexpected.   
 



v. 7 – “By God’s grace” – the undeserved blessing that comes from God’s 
kindness, and “mighty power” – His authority over all things and His ability to act, 
Paul has been given the privilege of “serving Him” by spreading the “Good New.”  
Paul notes he is the servant of God – 1 Cor. 3:5; of Christ – 2 Cor. 6:4; and of the 
church – Col. 1:25; and of the new covenant – 2 Cor. 3:6.   
 
The Stewardship each believer is given, 3:8-13. 
“Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the 
privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in 
Christ.  I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the 
Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning.  God’s purpose in all this 
was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  This was his eternal plan, which he 
carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Because of Christ and our faith in him, 
we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence.  So please don’t 
lose heart because of my trials here.  I am suffering for you, so you should feel 
honored.”   
 
v. 8 – Paul considered himself “the least deserving of all God’s people” – (literally 
the least of God’s people) because he was once an ardent persecutor of believers, 
see 1 Cor. 15:9; 1 Tim. 1:12-16.  Though Paul felt he was not deserving God gave 
him the “privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to 
them in Christ.”  Which Paul elaborates on in chapter 1:3-14.   
 
v. 9 - Paul “was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the 
Creator of all things, had kept secret form the beginning.”  This also describes 
Paul’s driving desire to help every believer seethe personal role each has in 
dispensing (spreading, distributing, administering) the grand truth of God’s 
purpose in the church.   
 
v. 10 – “God’s purpose” was to use the Church to showcase to the entire world 
God’s “wisdom in its rich variety”, as expressed in his plan of redemption, see 
Rom. 11:33-36. 
 
“in rich variety” is the Greek word – “polupoikilos”:  which means “many varied or 
many colored.”  The word pictures God’s wisdom as much varied, with many 
shades, tints, hues, and colorful expressions.  As a God of variety, He is still 



entering the human arena displaying many-sided, multicolored, and much 
variegated wisdom to His people and through His people.   
 
In Romans 11:33-36 - After the longest extended theological argument in the New 
Testament, Romans 1:16-11:32, Paul reflects on the amazing wisdom and 
knowledge of God in His plan of salvation, and breaks forth into spontaneous 
praise.  v. 33 - “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge!  How 
impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways.  For who can know 
the Lord’s thoughts?  Who knows enough to give him advice?  And who has given 
him so much that he needs to pay it back? For everything comes from him and 
exists by his power and is intended for his glory.  All glory to him forever! Amen.”  
This is a natural outpouring of Paul’s praise to God.  He credits God’s wisdom and 
knowledge as what brought about His great plan for the salvation of both Jews 
and Gentiles. 
 
God’s purpose is to use the “church to display His wisdom to the unseen rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places.”  God uses the church (through Jesus’ 
power and authority) to show or reveal His wisdom to the rival powers, whether 
human or spiritual, in this age and the coming age.   
 
v. 11 – The “eternal plan” is the same here as in 1:9, 11.  The text soars as Paul 
cites God’s intent to display the church before all evil powers as His instrument to 
dispense throughout the earth what He has already “carried out through Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (that is, through Jesus’ death, Resurrection, and Ascension). 
 
v. 12 – “Because of Christ (His life, death, resurrection, and ascension) and our 
faith in Him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence.”  It is 
not by good works that we have done that we can come boldly and confidently 
into God’s presence BUT because of Christ’s all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins.   
 
v. 13 – in this verse Paul encourages the Ephesian believers to not be discouraged 
or disgraced by his sufferings for Christ.  His sufferings for Christ are honorable, 
and for their (Ephesians and Us) good to enable them and us to persevere in 
righteousness.   
 



Let’s read verse 13 from the Classic Amplified Bible – “So I ask you not to lose 
heart – not to faint or become despondent through fear – at what I am suffering 
in your behalf.  [Rather glory in it] for it is an honor to you.” 
 
On the first read or glance, you might think that verse 13 is not connected to the 
verses before, but Paul had a definite connection.  We must remember that Paul 
is a prisoner at Rome.  He had been made a prisoner by his efforts to evangelize 
with the Good News of Jesus Christ among the Gentiles.  His message and his zeal 
had roused the wrath of the Jews, and led to all the sufferings and imprisonment.  
Paul supposes that the Ephesians are aware of his sufferings, and it was natural 
that they (Ephesians) should be distressed at his sufferings, since all of his 
sufferings were endured on their behalf.  But here Paul tells them not to be 
troubled and discouraged.  Paul was indeed suffering but he was reconciled to it, 
and they should be reconciled to it too, because his suffering was promoting their 
welfare.   
The word “faint” means literally, to turn out a coward, or to lose one’s courage; 
then to be fainthearted.   Scholars say that the Ephesians should not think that 
Paul’s suffering and imprisonment means that Christianity was vain and false 
because he was suffering so much from his countrymen on account of it.   
Rather, it means that they might be in danger of being discouraged by the fact 
that he (Paul) was enduring so much.  They might become disheartened in their 
connection or attachment to a religion (Christianity) which exposed its friends to 
such sufferings.   
Paul tells them that this should not happen.  They were to profit from all “his” 
sufferings and they should, therefore, hold fast to faith in Christ which has so 
many benefits to them.   
Note that Paul says that this should cause them to be honored.  In the King James 
Version, it reads “Which is your glory.”  You have occasion to rejoice that you 
have a friend who is willing to suffer for you; you have the occasion to rejoice in 
all the benefits which will result from his (Paul) trials in your behalf.   
 


