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Introduction:  Colossians 1:1-14: 

 

Salutation:  Colossians 1:1-2:  “This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God 

to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother Timothy.  We are writing to 

God’s holy people in the city of Colosse, who are faithful brothers and sisters in 

Christ. May God our Father give you grace and peace.” 

 

v. 1 – In calling himself Christ’s apostle, Paul declares his authority to speak to a 

church he never founded.  Timothy, who is highly regarded in the churches 

throughout Asia Minor (modern Turkey), is with Paul at the time of the writing of 

the epistle.  We know that Timothy was one of Paul’s closest co-workers.  So close 

was their relationship and so significant Timothy’s ministry that Paul included him 

as one of the senders of this letter as well as of 2 Corinthians, Philippians, 1 and 2 

Thessalonians and Philemon.   

 

v. 2 – Colossae was situated in the Lycus River valley in western Asia Minor, 

about 120 miles east of Ephesus and 10 miles southeast of Laodicea.  Its location 

on an important Roman road meant that is was influenced by the social and 

religious currents of the time.  The phrase “brothers and sisters” (Greek Word – 

adelphoi – is a generic term commonly used to refer to members of the same 

family, both male and female.  

 

Prayer of Praise for the Colossians’ Faith: v. 3 – 8:  

“We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of 

God’s people, which come from your confident hope of what God has reserved for 

you in heaven.  You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the truth 

of the Good News.  This same Good News that came to you is going out all over 

the world.  It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your 

lives from the day you first heart and understood the truth about God’s wonderful 

grace.  

You learned about the Good News from Epaphras, our beloved co-worker.  He is 

Christ’s faithful servant, and he is helping us on your behalf.  He has told us about 

the love for others that the Holy Spirit has given you.” 



 

These verses confirm the genuineness of the Colossians’ faith, commend the 

faithfulness of Epaphras in proclaiming a pure apostolic gospel message, and 

reflects Paul’s true affections for the believers.  Also, in this opening section 

begins with a thanksgiving typical of New Testament letters.  Paul thanks God for 

the Colossians’ progress in the faith and prays that they might understand it even 

better.  With this prayer, Paul hints at his concern about the influence of false 

teachers.   

 

vv. 4 – 5:  the qualities of faith, hope and love are ascribed to the Colossians.  

God’s people (literally – holy ones, or saints):  In the New Testament, all 

Christians are saints, people who have been specially set apart by God as his own 

holy people, 3:12.  The Colossian Christian’s “confident hope” gives them a 

secure foundation for their faith and love.  “What God has reserved” for 

believers has not yet been revealed, but it already exists “in heaven.”   

 

v. 6: The Good News is effective to change lives and bring about spiritual growth, 

as evidenced by the wording, “bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives.”  

 

v. 7: Epaphras was probably converted when Paul ministered in Ephesus (see Acts 

19:10) and then returned to Colossae to bring the Good News to his own town.   

 

v. 8:  Love is a primary fruit of the Spirit, see Galatians 5 and 1 Corinthians 13.  

 

Prayer of Petition for their growth in Christ: vv. 9 – 14: 

“So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you.  We ask 

God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom 

and understanding.  Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, 

and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit.  All the while, you will grow 

as you learn to know God better and better.   

We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will 

have all the endurance and patience you need.  May you be filled with joy, always 

thanking the Father.  He has enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to 

his people, who live in the light.  For he has rescued us from the kingdom of 

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our 

freedom and forgave our sins.” 

 

In verses 9 and 10, Paul prays that God would grant his readers deeper 

understanding of the Good News and its full expression in their lives.  Spiritual 

growth yields a cleaner and deeper comprehension of Christian truth and conduct 



that pleases the Lord, through which a believer will have the endurance and 

patience to stand firm against evil, v. 11.   

 

Paul’s statement “we ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will” reveals 

that the heretics promised their followers “new” knowledge (Greek - gnosis) which 

is self-serving.  Paul prays that the Colossians fully attain to and be controlled by 

the fullest and clearest knowledge (Greek – epignosis) of God’s will.  See Romans 

12:2.   

 

v. 10 – “The way you live will always honor and please the Lord” describes a 

radical commitment of our will, affection, and disposition to pleasing Christ.  

Fruitfulness, growth in godly knowledge, divine empowerment, and thankfulness 

characterize such a walk.   

 

v. 11 – Paul prays that the Colossians will be strengthened with all his (Christ’s) 

power so they (us too!) will have all the endurance and patience they (us) need.  He 

also prays that they be filled with joy.  The word “Strengthened” is the Greek word 

– Dunamoo!  It means to make strong, to confirm, to enable.  There is a family of 

duna-power words:  

• Dunamai – to be able 

• Dunamis – power, usually supernatural 

• Dunamoo – to strengthen 

• Dunastes – sovereign or rulers 

• Dunateo – to be mighty 

• Dunatos – powerful 

 

v. 12 – “always thanking the Father,” this relates as humble gratitude to God for 

salvation is a powerful antidote to the lure of false teaching. 

 

The word “enabled” means primarily to make competent or sufficient, and, 

secondarily, to entitle, authorize, or enable.  Just as God honored Israel by giving 

that nation Canaan as an earthly allotment, so He has honored each member of the 

church with the potential of obtaining the inheritance of spiritual Canaan.   

 

The “inheritance” is what God has promised his people, see Deut. 3:28; Ps. 33:12; 

Ezek 44:28.  In the New Testament, the inheritance consists of salvation and final 

deliverance, see Eph 1:11; Titus 3:7; and Heb 9:15.  

 



v. 13 – “..he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into 

the kingdom of his dear Son,” conveys the idea of salvation rescuing us from the 

tyranny of darkness.  Drawing on an important Old Testament theme, see Exod 6:6 

and 14:30, it includes rescue form such negatives as danger, death, sickness, and 

hostile situations in general, see Ps. 33:18-19.  These rescues include both present 

deliverances and future, consummated deliverances in the world to come.  

Transferred refers to the deposition or transference of captured armies or 

populations from one country to another.   

 

v. 14 - “who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.”  Our rescues and 

transformation is only accomplished by the voluntary sacrifice of His life for ours.  

It is in Jesus Christ that our sins are forgiven and our purchase complete! 

 

Christ’s Supremacy Displayed:  1:15 – 2:7: 

1. In Nature: vv. 15-17:  “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He 

existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, for 

through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth.  He 

made the things we can see and the thing we can’t see – such as thrones, 

kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world.  Everything was created 

through him and for him.  He existed before anything else, and he holds all 

creation together.”     For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 

and through him God reconciled everything to himself.  He made peace with 

everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.” 

 

These verses may represent an early Christian hymn that contains a fundamental 

confession of the Son.  Paul presents Jesus as the supreme creator (vv. 15-17) and 

redeemer (vv. 18-20).  The series of short statements, the exalted conceptions of 

Christ, and the parallelism in language and thought strongly suggests that these 

verses quote an early Christian hymn about Jesus that Paul applied to the situation 

of the Colossian church. 

 

v. 15 – “image”:  The Greek word here means exact revelation and representation, 

Heb 1:3, meaning that Jesus is the exact revelation and representation of God the 

Father.  Jesus existed before anything, referring to His exalted position, not the 

timing of His physical birth (see Ps. 89:4, 27).  In the Greek, the word used here 

refers to Jesus as the “firstborn.” Firstborn does not mean that Jesus was created, it 

is title, drawn from the Old Testament, indicating supremacy of rank and priority 

in time.   Among the Jews, the firstborn son was especially favored by his parents.  

He inherited the leadership of the family and a double portion of the property upon 

his father’s death.   



 

 

v. 16 – In order to give more explicit proof of Jesus’ existence “before” anything 

was created, v. 15, Paul depicts Him as the Mediator, Agent, and Goal of all things 

(see 1 John 1:3).  This includes declaring His authority above all negative cosmic 

powers, which are also subjects of His creation who fell from their first estate.  

Paul’s reference point is Genesis chapter 1.  Thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and 

authorities in the unseen world refer to these cosmic powers or better known as 

various spiritual powers.  This line emphasized Christ’s supremacy over these 

beings who were getting so much attention from the false teachers, see 2:18.   

Everything was created through him and for him: Christ is both the one through 

whom all things were created and the goal of all creation.  (we are to be like Him, 

the creation should be like our Creator!)   

 

v. 17 – “He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together.”  This 

verse so powerfully portrays Christ as the Sustainer and Uniting Principle of the 

things together.  Can you imagine what the universe and our world would be like if 

He were NOT holding it all together?  CHAOIS!! 

 

2. In the Church: v. 18 – “Christ is also the head of the church, which is his 

body.  He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead.   So he is 

first in everything.”   

 

The phrase “Head of the church”:  the Greek word for head is “Kephale,” usually 

has the sense of “authority over” or “chief” when Paul uses it as a metaphor, see 

2:10, 19; 1 Cor. 11:3-10; Eph. 4:15; 5:23.  “which is his body”: again the metaphor 

of the church as Christ’s body expresses the essential unity of Christ and the 

church, see also Col. 1:24; 2:19; 3:15; Eph. 1:23; 2:16; 4:4, 12; 5:23, 30.   The 

phrase “supreme over all who rise from the dead” – (or the firstborn from the dead) 

references Paul’s thought in verse 15.   

 

3. In Reconciliation:  vv. 19-23 – “For God in all his fullness was pleased to 

live in Christ, and through him God reconciled everything to himself.  He 

made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s 

blood on the cross.  This includes you who were once far away from God.  

You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and 

actions.  Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of 

Christ in his physical body.  As a result, he has brought you into his own 

presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a 

single fault.  But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in 



it.  Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the 

Good News.  The Good News has been preached all over the world, and I, 

Paul have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it.”   

 

v. 19 – “God in all his fullness:” The word “fullness” is used eight times in 

Colossians and seventeen times in the New Testament, and has a variety of 

meanings.  Here it translated a technical term, which the false teachers probably 

employed to denote the totality of semidivine intermediaries between God and 

man.  Paul uses it to describe the sum total of divine attributes resident in Christ 

and to show His unique and uncontested mediatorship.  In other words, this phrase 

emphasizes that God has chosen to reveal himself fully in Jesus Christ.  Seeing 

Jesus and understanding him therefore means seeing and understanding God, see 

John 14: 6-11.  The false teachers seemed to be saying that Christians needed to 

look to other spiritual being to find out more about God, see Col. 1:16, 20.  Paul 

states emphatically that Christ is sufficient for all our knowledge of God.   

 

v. 20 – Through Christ, God has “reconciled everything to himself”, reestablishing 

his rule over all creation, including both the spiritual and the earthly realms.   

 

vv. 21-23 – Sin’s ruinous consequence was universal and pervasive, placing all of 

creation at odds with God and itself, see Rom. 8:20-23.  The death of Christ 

restored the harmony and fellowship that once existed between God and His 

creation.  See 1 Cor. 15:24-28; 2 Cor. 5:18-20.  Paul applies the truth of 1:15-20 to 

the Colossian Christians.  As people who have been reconciled to God, they enjoy 

a new spiritual status and need to stand firm in the truth they have been taught.   

 

v. 21 – The phrase “once far away from God” probably refers to their condition as 

Gentiles, see Eph. 2:12. 

 

v. 22 – The Colossians, like all believers, were “holy and blameless” in God’s sight 

not because of their own perfection but because they had been reconciled with God 

through Christ’s death.  

 

v. 23 – “But you must continue to believe:” – is not an expression of doubt but of 

confidence.  Paul is confident the Colossians will not deny their faith, see 2:5.  

“Preached all over the world” literally preached to every creature under heaven.  

The point of Paul’s hyperbole (exaggeration for emphasis) is that centers for 

preaching the Good News had been established in key cities throughout the Roman 

world, see 1:6.   

 



4. In Paul’s Ministry:  1:24 – 2:7: “I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, 

for I am participating in the sufferings of Christ that continue for his body, 

the church.  God has given me the responsibility of serving his church by 

proclaiming his entire message to you.  This message was kept secret for 

centuries and generations past, but now it has been revealed to God’s people.  

For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you 

Gentiles, too.  And this is the secret:  Christ lives in you.  This gives you 

assurance of sharing his glory.  So we tell other about Christ, warning 

everyone and teaching everyone with all the wisdom God has given us.  We 

want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ.  That’s 

why I work and struggle so hard, depending on Christ’s mighty power that 

works within me.   

I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for the church at 

Laodicea, and for many other believers who have never met me personally.  

I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love.  I want 

them to have complete confidence that they understand God’s mysterious 

plan, which is Christ himself.  In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge.   

I am telling you this so on one will deceive you with well-crafted arguments.  

For though I am far away from you, my heart is with you.  And I rejoice that 

you are living as you should and that your faith in Christ is strong.   

And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue 

to follow him.  Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be 

built on him.  Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, 

and you will overflow with thankfulness.”   

 

vv. 24-29 – Paul does not see Christ’ vicarious suffering as deficient nor his own 

suffering for Christ as having any redemptive value.  Rather, to him Christ’s 

sacrificial suffering is past, and his own suffering is a joyous privilege whereby he 

is identified with his Lord, see Acts 9:16; Phil. 3:10.  His Lord is identified with 

His church, Acts 9:4, whose destiny is also suffering, see Phil. 1:29.  At the risk of 

personal danger and loss of comfort, see 2 Cor. 4:8-12, Paul fulfills his 

responsibility of delivering the God’s secret to the Gentiles, the open, revealed 

secret concerning the redemptive work of Christ, through which Jews and Gentiles 

are united in Him, see Eph. 2:11-22.   

 

v. 24 – The phrase “I am participating in the sufferings of Christ,” – literally means 

“I am filling up what is lacking in the suffering of Christ”.  In other words, while 

the redemptive suffering of Christ is unique and completely finished, Christ still 

suffers through his people in a world hostile to the message of redemption.  Christ 



and His church will continue to suffer until God’s purposes in this world are 

complete, see Mark 13:19-23; Rom. 8:17-18; 1 Thess. 3:3. 

 

v. 26 – The concept of a “secret,” hidden at one time and then revealed, is based on 

Jewish apocalyptic ideas.  Jewish thinkers understood God’s entire plan as already 

existing in heaven, hidden until God should draw back the curtain and reveal it.  

The Good News, especially for the Gentiles, had been kept secret until it was 

revealed in Christ.   

 

2:1-5 – Paul expressed the emotions of anguish and joy in these verses.  Out of 

concern for their spiritual welfare, he agonizes in prayer for the believers at 

Colosse (whom he had never met) and Laodicea (located 10 miles northwest of 

Colosse) who are threatened by false teachers.  Their unity in combating the heresy 

and a full recognition of their sufficiency in Christ as the burden of his prayer.  On 

the other hand, he expresses joy because the Colossians are standing resolutely in 

unbroken ranks, their attention still focused on Christ alone, v. 5.   

 

v. 2 – The reference to “God mysterious plan” is a reference to the thought 

expressed in 1:26; Christ himself personifies this plan.  Jesus is the plan! 

 

v. 3 – Paul builds on 1:15-20 here:  Christ alone is sufficient for our spiritual 

understanding.   

 

v. 4 – Paul reminds them of God’s revealed plan (Jesus Christ) so they will not be 

deceived by well-developed arguments.  In other words, don’t be deceived by high 

sounding nonsense, You already know the truth! 

 

v. 5 – Paul again notes that he is physically far away from the Colossians, but his 

heart with them and he rejoices that they are living faithfully strong in Christ.  This 

is not just an expression that speaks of Paul’s relationship to the Colossians, it 

speaks of the means by which he is in unity with them.   

 

vv. 6 & 7 – Paul closes his thoughts on Christ’s supremacy displayed in his own 

ministry by summoning the Colossians back to Christ and the exhortation to let 

their spiritual roots grow down deep into Christ.  Paul notes that once Christ is 

their roots or foundation, they will grow strong in the truth of Jesus Christ that you 

“were” taught and the result will be “overflowing thankfulness.” 

 

 
 


