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Paul’s Prayer for Enlightenment for Believers – Eph. 1:15-23 

 

In this study of “You’ve Already Got It, So Quit Trying to Get It, I feel the necessity of 

digging in deeper into Eph. 1:15-23 to give us a better understanding of God’s intended 

relation He has in mind for us. 

 

“For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you 

and your love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention 

of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray that the eyes of 

your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what 

are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing 

greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working 

of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from 

the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him 

as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in 

all.” 

Ephesians 1:15-23  

 

Paul begins to praise God for the practical outworking of the blessings he has been 

enumeration which is evidenced by the Ephesians faith and love. 

 

“For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 

the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.” 

 

Their faith was not like the man who was attempting to cross the frozen St. Lawrence 

River in Canada. 

Unsure of whether the ice would hold, the man first tested it by laying one hand on it. 

Then he got on his knees and gingerly began making his way across. When he got to the 

middle of the frozen river trembling with fear, he heard a noise behind him. Looking back, 

to his horror he saw a team of horses pulling a carriage down the road towards the river. 

Upon reaching the river they didn’t stop, but bolted right onto the ice and past him, while 

he crouched there on all fours, turning deep crimson.  

If only he had known how firm the ice really was that day… 

 

The Ephesians knew Christ had saved them and could hold them up, and as a result they 

were charging straight ahead. 
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But there are many believers who don’t realize the Lord has provided for them and it’s 

safe to trust Him to hold them up no matter what the circumstance. 

 

Eph. 1:17- Paul’s prayer for a deeper knowledge of Christ. 

 

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 

spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” 

 

Knowing Christ – John 17:3:  “Now this is eternal life, that they might know You, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.” 

 

It involves: 

• More than just knowing facts about Him, but becoming intimate with Him. 

• This intimacy requires mutual knowledge and exchange with one another. 

• To know = YADA which often is expressed as sexual intimacy – “Adam knew his 

wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain.” Gen. 4:1 Fruitfulness. 

 

Jesus warns: Matt. 7:22-23:  “Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we 

not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name drive out demons and perform many 

miracles? Then I will tell them plainly, I never KNEW you, away from Me, you 

evildoers.” 

 

We are “In Christ” is HE “In us” 

Gal. 4:9 “But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it 

that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in 

bondage?” 

1 Cor. 8:3 “But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him.” 

 

If there is not an intimate exchange in relationship between God and us, it is questionable 

as to your standing with Him. 

 

Paul realizes the Ephesians know Christ in a relationship – so his prayer is that they may 

know Him better. 

 

The word for KNOWING here is epignosis = “a deep, full knowledge – a thorough 

knowledge.” 

 

Paul urges all believers who already have faith and love to go deeper in their knowledge of 

Christ. 

• So there must be more for all of us to experience if Paul is encouraging us to do this. 
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The world’s wisdom and focus says to: “Know yourself.” 

• Sadly, this has been the focus on too many Christians also. 

• Occupied with a knowledge of self-improvement, self-advancement, and self-image 

than of knowing Christ. 

 

As a result, we are stunted in our spiritual growth. 

 

The great need for the Body of Christ in this hour: 

Phil. 3:10:  “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 

of His sufferings, being conformed to His death…” 

 

This is the key to life. 

 

We should read the scriptures with an eye to know Him. 

We ought to listen to preaching/teaching with this in mind. 

We ought to pray this for the church & individually – it is an Apostolic prayer. 

 

Paul prays for the Holy Spirit to do this in our daily lives 

 

• Pray for the spirit of wisdom and revelation of the deeper knowledge of Christ to 

come as the Holy Spirit gives the enlightenment. 

 

1 Cor. 2:9-12:  “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor have entered into the heart of man 

the things God has prepared for those who love him. But, God has revealed them to us 

through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God…no one 

knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit 

of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been 

freely given to us by God.” 

 

So, it’s up to us to ask the Holy Spirit to build up your epignosis “fuller knowing” of 

Christ, who invites us – 

Luke 11:13 “How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 

who asks Him?” 

 

Scriptures of Paul’s prayer for enlightenment: 

• Romans 1:16, 5:2, 8:17, 6:3-4 

• Colossians 3:4 

• 1John 3:2 

• Ephesians 3:20 
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Eph. 1:18-19 Paul’s continued prayer for enlightenment: 

 

v. 18b :  “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 

know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in 

the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.” 

 

We don’t need more truth or better truth, we need our spiritual eyes opened to the truth 

that currently surround us. 

Our heart is the spiritual center of man’s intelligence and will. 

Paul asks that our heart/spiritual center be given spiritual vision. 

 

1. Hope – our hope is sealed in Christ by the sealing of the Holy Spirit, given as a down 

payment – arrabon – the guarantee of that which is to come. 

• The Hope of our being manifested with Christ in Glory, Present and Future. 

• Romans 5:2, 8:17; Colossians 3:4; 1 John 3:2 

 

2. Riches – “The riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints.” 

• What He wants us to see is that we are God’s riches – His possession. 

• He who owns the universe and numberless worlds, yet we are His treasure. 

• The redeemed are worth more than the universe. 

 

3. Power - “His incomparably great power for us who believe, that power is like the 

working of His mighty strength.” 

• This awesome power of God changes us from children of hell, to children of God 

and gives us practical victory over sin in our lives. 

• The power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead is now at work in our mortal 

bodies, as well, as for the future working His will in us. 

• It happens as we connect, surrender and give ourselves to the Holy Spirit working in 

us. 

 

Eph. 1:18-23 Paul’s continued prayer for enlightenment: 

 

Story:  Just before WWII in the town of Itasca, TX, a school fire claimed the lives of 263 

children. Every family in the town was touched by the tragedy.  During the war, Itasca 

remained without school facilities.  When the war ended, the town, like others, began to 

build and expand which required a new school which featured the finest sprinkler system 

in the world. 
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Civic pride ran high, honor students were selected to guide citizens and visitors on tours of 

the new facility to show them the finest, most advanced sprinkler system technology could 

supply and money could buy. Never again would Itasca be visited by such a tragedy. 

 

With the post war boom, growth continued and seven years later it was necessary to 

enlarge the school – so a new wing was designed. 

In the process of building the new wing it was discovered that the sprinkler had never been 

connected. 

This folly strains our belief. 

This is a modern day parable of what happens in so many Christians lives. 

There is untold power available for every believer in Christ, but so many never hook up, 

and their lives are impotent and shamefully useless. 

 

Vv. 19-20 -  Paul prays that “We might experience His [God’s] incomparably great power 

for us who believe. That power is like the mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ 

when He raised Him from the dead.” 

 

1. Power -   Dunamis = is the word we get dynamite from, used over 100 times in the N.T.  

• Dunamis means = “the raw power or strength.” 

 

2. Working  -  Energeia = from which we get “energy.”  

• Energeia means = “In-working” suggesting the inward propulsion of power. 

 

3. Mighty  -  Kratos = “ability to conquer.” 

 

4. Strength  -  Ischus = refers to “Physical force.” 

 

The greatest display of this power was seen when God raised Jesus from the dead. 

• The cross was the highest display of God’s LOVE, the resurrection was the ultimate 

display of God’s POWER. 

 

What Paul is attempting to get believers to understand is that this “INCOMPARABLY 

GREAT POWER IS FOR US WHO BELIEVE.” 
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How? 

 

1. As saving power – Rom. 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 

power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes; first the Jew, then for the 

Gentile. 

• No one is beyond the reach of His grace. 

 

2. As incomparably great power - A sanctifying power to help us live Godly lives. 

• We have Resurrection power living in us NOW. 

 

Eph. 3:20 “God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to His power that is at work within us.” 

 

Rom. 6:3-4 “”Or don’t you know, that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death? We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life? 

 

The problem is that many never hook up. 

The system is in place through what God and Christ have done on our behalf, but it is 

dysfunctional because of ignorance or sin or disbelief. 

 

Paul has prayed that “Our eyes of our hearts may be enlightened in order that you may 

know…His incomparably great power for you who believe.” 


