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Testing the Supernatural – Lesson 4 

“What is the Long-Term Fruit of the Experience?” 

 

One of the ways to test/try the spirit to see if it be from the Lord is to examine the fruit it  

bears in the life of the giver of the word and the recipients. 

 

James give great insight to the fruit that is from the Lord and the fruit produced by wrong  

sources. 

 

James 3:13:  “Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good 

behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.” 

 This is speaking to anyone who claims to be “a wise person” endued with 

knowledge. 

 Wise = from Sophos = “wisdom not naturally attained, but attained by special 

revelation insight.” 

 Endued = “received supernaturally.” 

 Knowledge = “depicts advanced knowledge or insight which a wise person would 

have.” 

 

When an individual receives special God given dreams, visions, revelations or spiritual 

manifestation, that person will show it in ways James points out: 

 Good conversation 

 Works with meekness of wisdom. 

 

Good conversation and works – James 3:13 reveals the fruit of a God given word. 

 Good = describes what is good, noble action, superior behavior that makes a 

person’s life attractive. 

 Conversation = depicts a person lifestyle portraying how they behave in situations. 

 Works = the ultimate outcome or output of a person’s life. 

 

When all three of these words are used together, it portrays one whose life is marked with 

a superior lifestyle whose way of living makes others attracted to the person. 

 

When God gives a person an authentic dream, vision, supernatural manifestation it will 

come with such godliness that it will attract others and not repel them. 

 

But James also gives insight into what happens when a wrong dream, vision, and 

revelation, spiritual manifestation is given: 
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James 3:14:  “If you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 

arrogant and so lie against the truth.” 

 Bitter envying – Envy = “a fierce desire to promote your own ideas to the exclusion 

of other’s ideas.” 

Bitter = “something that is bitter, acrid or malignant.” 

 

If you have a fierce desire to promote your own ideas to the exclusion of other’s ideas. 

If you have an insight that produces a bitter, acrid, or malignant attitude. 

 

James 3:15:  “This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, 

natural, demonic: 

 Earthly = “something from an earthly dimension, not from a heavenly dimension.” 

 Natural/sensual = “soulish, not spiritual.” 

 Demonic = “demonized, a person whose mind or emotions have come under the 

influence of demon spirits. 

 

Putting this together, James is saying: “When a person behaves like this, it is obvious that 

his soul has come under the influence of demonic activity.” 

 

James 3:16:  “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder/confusion 

and every evil thing.” 

 Confusion/disorder = “Pictures anarchy, chaos, insubordination, or attitudes or 

action that creates upheaval, unrest, or instability.” 

 The word originally describes thorn bushes or prickly plants that cause pain when 

ensnared by them. 

 

When a person has a dream, vision, revelation or spiritual manifestation that is from the 

wrong source, it can cause painful situations resulting in confusion and chaos. 

 

 Evil thing = “something that stinks, or rotting, foul, dead, decaying.” 

Also describes “evil behavior” 

Bad attitudes that foul up, stink and bring hurtful consequences. 

 

Dreams, visions, revelations or spiritual manifestations from the wrong source create a 

stink accompanied with foul, unseemly behavior. 
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The Long-Term Fruit of a God-Given Dream, Vision, Revelation, or Spiritual 

Manifestation 

 

James 3:17-18:  “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed 

whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” 

 

From above = “heavenly source as opposed to a lower source.” 

 

First Pure = “holy, purity, irreproachable conduct.” A behavior that is unadulterated, 

uncontaminated, unspoiled, and free from accusation. 

 

Peaceable = “peaceful, peace-giving, peace-conquering, peace-dominating.” 

Not filled with strife that steals peace. 

God’s true word will bring peace to any situation. 

 

Gentle = “mild, kind, temperate, calm” A character that comforts and brings healing. Not 

easily angered. 

 

Reasonable/easy to be entreated = “reasonable, agreeable, as opposed to one who is ugly 

and obstinate.” 

Heaven’s real word never demands its own way or unreasonable behaviors. 

 

Full of mercy & good fruits = “without partiality and without hypocrisy, full to the 

brim.” 

Real and genuine without favoritism; not pretend, fake or acting outwardly for others to 

see. 

 

Expanded Interpretation: James 3:17:  “Wisdom that comes from a heavenly source is 

first of all recognizable because of its impeccable behavior. It comes with a dominating 

sense of peace, and is characterized by a mild, kind, temperate, calm, or gentle behavior 

that comforts, calms, softens and brings healing to others. Real heavenly wisdom gets 

along easily with others and never demands its own way in an ugly and unreasonable 

behavior. It is filled to the brim with so much compassion that it finds a way to be helpful 

in any way possible. Such wisdom does not practice favoritism. It is authentic and 

genuine.” 

 

Any dream, vision, revelation, spiritual manifestation will have the fruit described in 

James. We are to judge or try the spirits by this test of the Word.  
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Matt. 12:33 

Jesus said a tree will be known by its fruit.  

Look at the long term fruit of the person’s life and you will determine if the word is 

heaven sent.  


