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Living in Balance of Grace & Faith 

 

Is God Sovereign?                                                                                   Lesson 2 – Outline 

 

I. People have taken the truth that God moves independently of us, not based on our 

performance, and developed a teaching that is commonly called “the sovereignty of God.” 

 

A.)  Basically, what they’re doing is overemphasizing grace. 

 

B.)  The theological term for this tension between grace and faith is Calvinism 

versus Arminianism. 

 

C.)  Calvinism emphasizes that everything is totally up to God. 

 

D.)  Arminianism emphasizes that you have a part to play, that you can believe and 

receive or doubt and do without. 

 

E.)  You can control the measure of the grace of God you experience by your faith. 

 

II. If you want to use sovereign the way the dictionary uses it, God is sovereign. 
 

A.)  But religion has come along and said that “sovereign” means God controls 

everything and that nothing can happen without His permission. 

 

B.)  That is not what the Word of God teaches. 

 

C.)  God is not sovereign the way religion has taught. 

 

D.)  This is a convenient theology. 

 

E.)  We do not understand certain things, so it is easier to make statements such as this. 

 

III. People die all the time without it being God’s will. 
 

A.)  Scripture makes it very clear that Jesus came to “destroy him that had the 

power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14). 

 

B.)  Satan is the one who goes about seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8 and 

John 10:10). 

 

C.)  We started the corruption on this planet (Gen. 2:17)—God doesn’t control all 

of those things (old age, deterioration, sickness, disease, and death). 

 

D.)  It’s knowing the truth that will make us free. 
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Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  John 8:32 

 

E.)  If God were guilty of everything He’s blamed for today, there isn’t a civilized 

nation on the face of the earth that wouldn’t persecute, prosecute and execute 

Him if He was a physical person. 

 

IV. This teaching that God controls everything sovereignly is the worst heresy in the 

body of Christ because it renders people passive. 

 

A.)  If you really believe that He controls every single thing that happens, then 

what’s the point of you doing anything? 

 

B.)  Some people see the extreme of this, but they still mix it in when it’s 

convenient. 

 

C.)  Either God controls everything or He doesn’t—it has to be one or the other 

but not a combination of both. 

 

D.)  If you truly believe that God controls everything, then when you get sick, 

why would you ever go to a doctor (or take medicine) and try to get out of 

God’s will? 

 

E.)  You have to be taught this religious doctrine and accept it on blind faith. It 

does not function in the natural world. 

 

V. God, by grace, has provided everything, but you have complete freedom of choice as to 

whether His perfect will for you comes to pass or not. 

 

A.)  It does not happen without your cooperation. 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that worketh in us.  Ephesians 3:20 

 

B.)  God cannot—or you could say does not—do anything beyond this power that 

works in you, which is faith. 

 

C.)  How can you put 2 Peter 3:9 and Matthew 7:13-14 together and come up 

with any other conclusion except that God’s will does not automatically 

come to pass? 

 

D.)  You have a choice. 

 

E.)  God, by grace, has provided everything, but if you don’t believe, you 

won’t receive. 
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Is God Sovereign?                                       Lesson 2 – Discipleship Questions 

 

1. According to Hebrews 2:14, who had the power of death? 

 

2. First Peter 5:8 reveals our adversary to be whom? 

 

3. As a roaring lion, whom does our adversary walk around seeking? 

 

4. According to John 10:10, why does the thief come? 

 

5. Jesus came that we might have what? 

 

6. Adam and Eve were commanded in Genesis 2:17 not to eat of what? 

 

7. What would happen if they did? 

 

8. According to John 8:32, knowing _____ shall make us free? 

 

9. Ephesians 3:20 reveals that God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all what? 

 

10. According to what that works in us? 

 

11. According to 2 Peter 3:9, is it God’s will that any should perish? 

 

12. God wills that all should come to what? 

 

13. According to Matthew 7:13-14, is the gate that leads to life narrow and straight or 

wide and broad? 

 

14. How many find it? 
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Is God Sovereign?                                                          Lesson 2 – Scriptures 

 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 

likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had 

the power of death, that is, the devil. 

 

 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks 

about, seeking whom he may devour. 

1 Peter 5:8 

 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 

they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

John 10:10 

 

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shalt not eat of it: for in the 

day that you eat of it you shall surely die. 

Genesis 2:17 

 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

John 8:32 

 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that works in us. 

Ephesians 3:20 

 

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but 

is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 

come to repentance. 

2 Peter 3:9 

 

Enter in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads 

to destruction, and many there be which go in there: Because strait is the gate, 

and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few there be that find it. 

Matthew 7:13-14 


