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Faithful in Fruitfulness - Roots and Fruit 

 

Gen. 1:28 “God blessed them [Adam & Eve] saying: Be fruitful and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 

fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

 

 

John 15:8 “By this My Father is glorified that you bear much fruit.” 

 All of creation was to be fruitful and multiply. 

 

Desiring to bear good fruit in our lives begins with thinking about roots because the root 

bears the fruit. 

 

What is the root cause of what I'm going through or what I'm experiencing?  

 Whether it's success or failure in an area, there are some areas where there may be a 

lot of fruit. Those areas seem to be extremely blessed.  

 There are other areas in where you are not seeing good fruit. 

 

We focus on the fruit instead of the root.  

 But we need to focus on the root because it causes the fruit. 

 

John 15:8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; 

 God wants us to bear fruit and it brings glory to Him. 

Some questions to ask:  

 What's the root cause of blessings in our lives?  

 What's the root cause of a besetting sin that we are struggling with?  

 What's a root cause of the bondage we can’t break?  

 What's the root cause of losing jobs?  

 

 Instead of focusing on other people and blaming them, let's look inwardly.  

 What's the root cause of bad relationships?  

 What's the root cause of financial success or financial struggle?  

 

Matthew 7:17-18 “Even so, every good tree (root) bears good fruit, but a bad tree (root) 

bears bad fruit. A good tree (root) cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree (root) bear good 

fruit.” 

 

We need to think about how to tear out the bad roots and how to plant and nourish the 

good roots. 



 

2 
 

Matthew 12:33 “Either make the tree (root) good and its fruit good, or else make the tree 

(root) bad and its fruit bad; for a tree (root) is known by its fruit.” 

 

1. Jesus is the vine – Root. 

 

John 15:5 “I am the vine (root), you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 

him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”  

 He is the vine, the root that goes beneath the ground that produces the fruit. 

 

Isaiah 11:1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 

grow out of His roots. 

 

Isaiah 11:10 “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse,  

 

Isaiah 53:2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry 

ground. 

 

Revelation 5:5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven 

seals.” 

 

Revelation 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the 

churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David. 

 

 He's the root because He's God.  

 He became a man; so as a man he became the Offspring of David. 

 He's the first and the last; He's the beginning and the end; He's the Alpha and the 

Omega; He's the Author and the Finisher of our faith.  

Jesus says, “Without Me, you can do nothing (no thing).” V.5 

 We think we can do somethings, but it says we can do “nothing without Him. 

Philippians 4:13 says, “Through Me (Him) we can do all things.”  

 

Two truths: 1. With Jesus, All things.  2. Without Jesus, No thing. 

 

Greek lexicon:  “A vine that produces fruit; a fruit-producing vine, as opposed to a 

jungle vine.” 

 

Jesus said I'm the vine that produces fruit in your life. I'm not the jungle vine that grows 

wild in the world that when you're trying to go somewhere and produce fruit it will 

reach out, grab you, snagging you and making progress impossible. 
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2. We are the branches.  

John 15:4  “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me”. 

 

Galatians 5:22, 23  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” 

 

The word bear actually means to carry, as if you bear a burden; you carry the burden. 

 

We bear or carry fruit for two reasons:  

 

1. To display God to the world - we display true love, peace, joy, long-suffering, 

kindness, gentleness. Not the false lust and temporary pleasure the world can 

only offer. 

2.  So people can eat the fruit - When they come in relationship with us, they can 

taste and see that the Lord is good because we are bearing the fruit of the Spirit. 

The key here is to Abide: Abide means to stay in one place for a long time; and it 

has the connotation to stay through struggle. 

 

The people that really bear good fruit are the people that stay in a committed 

relationship with Christ through the struggle. 

 

 Those who serve Christ through the struggle, not going in and out; but stay 

faithful through no matter what. 

o If you’re a believer and you stay through the struggle of the marriage. 

o If you’re a believer and you stay faithful through the struggle of your 

business, income – do you stay faithful in the tithe and giving. 

o Stay faithful at church even when things happen among people you don’t 

approve of. 

o Raising your kids. 

o Resist temptation and stay faithful to the Lord – so you stay faithful in the 

Word and prayer and serving? 

 

3. The Father is the vinedresser.  

John 15:1 “I am The True Vine and My father is the vinedresser.” 

 

The vinedresser means the owner of the vineyard. 
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Isaiah 5:1-7  “Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding 

His Vineyard: My well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill. He dug it up and 

cleared out its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its midst, 

and also made a winepress in it; so He expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it 

brought forth wild grapes. “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 

judge please, between Me and My vineyard. What more could have been done to My 

vineyard that I have not done in it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good 

grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes. And now, please let me tell you what I will do 

to My vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; and break down its 

wall.” 

 

You have a hedge of protection around you called the Word of God.  

 

“I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; and break down its wall, and it shall 

be trampled down. I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned or dug, but there shall come 

up briars and thorns. I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain on it.” For 

the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the house of Israel.” 

 

The house of Israel is the Jewish people but it also represents we who have been grafted 

into the Branch; so now we are who it's talking about; the people of God. 

 

Matthew 21:33-37 “Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a 

vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he 

leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near, 

he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the 

vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he sent 

other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them.”  

 

 Jesus is telling this parable seven days before He would be crucified. He is 

talking about Himself being the Son sent to the Landowners vineyard to gather 

fruit but look what happens to Him: 

“Then last of all He sent His son to them, saying, ‘They will respect My Son.” 

 

Luke 20:13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send My 

beloved Son. Probably- hopefully, they will respect Him when they see Him.”  

 

Mark 12:6 Therefore still having one son, his beloved, he also sent him to them last, 

saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  

 

Jesus is telling this and He's talking about Himself.  
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Matthew 21:38-40 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, 

‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So they took him and 

cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.  

 

 

Hebrew says when they crucified Him. They took him outside the city because that's 

where they would kill the scapegoat - Jesus was our scapegoat. 
 

“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

vinedressers?” 

 

 What will happen to those who don’t accept His Son? 

 

If you're not a Christ follower, maybe you say you believe (yes, I believe Jesus is the 

son of God) but you're not following Him.  

 

 Be honest, don’t put on a show! 

If you're not a Christ follower, you have a choice: the choice is are you going to 

accept the Vine that the Father sent?  

 

 Because the bad fruit in your life is there because Jesus is not your root. 

 

As a believer, you have a choice also: 

 

 Are you going to abide through the struggle, are you going to stay in a 

committed relationship to Christ no matter what you go through? 

 

 Are you committed to allowing the Holy Spirit to convict you of hidden sin or 

hindrances in your lifestyle choices that hold you back from being Fruitful and 

standing before the Lord on that day and being able to say you were faithful 

and now you present the fruit of your labors to Him to glorify Him? 

 

 

 
 


