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Eternity – Your Choice:  Where and How? 

 

It’s your choice where you will spend your eternity because God gives to each of us a free 

will. 

 

 You, as a person, have a choice as to whether you choose the Lord as Savior or not. 

 You, as a believer, also have the choice as to whether you will live your life for Christ 

or not, or continue in the wrong life style. 

 

Where you spend eternity is your choice. 

How you spend eternity is your choice. 

 

We are saved, born again by grace and by grace alone; yet there are many scriptures about 

us being judged according to our works/deeds. 

So how do we reconcile the two?  

 Many believe that once we are saved, the believer is not judged by works anymore. 

o Your works are judged, but you are not saved by your works, you are saved 

by grace. 

o How do we understand this? 

 

Two words help us: 

 

1. Belief and Behavior 
 

 Your BELIEF determines WHERE you will spend eternity. 

 Your BEHAVIOR determines HOW you will spend eternity. 

 

There are degrees of punishment in hell for unbelievers because God is a just God and 

judges righteously. 

There are degrees of levels of responsibility in heaven for believers. 

 Jesus said: Matt. 25:21 “Well done, good and faithful servant: you have been 

faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things; enter into the joy 

of your Lord.” 

 Luke 19:17 

 So, there are levels in heaven depending on how you live this life and the 

responsibilities your will receive in eternity. 

 The behavior of both the believer and the unbeliever matters – the works will be 

judged. 

 Eph. 2: 8-9 “For by grace you have been saved, through faith, and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest anyone should boast.” 
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 No one appearing in heaven will be able to say they got there by what they did or 

the life they lived. 

 You are saved when you respond to Gods free gift and receive Christ by faith. 

 

But there many scriptures on our works and being judged according to those works/deeds: 

 

 Ecc. 12:14 “For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret  

   thing whether good or evil.” 

 

 Rev. 20:13     “The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades  

                         delivered up the dead who are in them, and they were judged each one    

                         according to his works.” 

 

 This is about believers: 1Peter 1:17   “And if you call on the Father who without 

partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time 

of your stay here in fear – awe – reverence of God.” 

 

 Matt 16:27   “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels 

and then He will reward each according to his works.” 

 

 Rev. 22:12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give 

to every one according to his work.” 

 

 

Are you an “Every” and are you an “Each?”  Then it matters how you live! 

 

Your BELIEF determines WHERE you will spend eternity, 

Your BEHAVIOR determines HOW you will spend eternity. 

 

We are not talking about perfect behavior, because none of us have perfect behavior. 

But your belief determines your behavior! 

 

There are many people who say they believe in Jesus [even in the church] but who never 

live for Him. 

 The question is: “Do they really believe in Jesus?” “Have you really been born-

again?” 

 Because when you really believe in Jesus – God gives you a new heart and you have 

a desire to turn from sin and turn to God. 

 You have a desire to follow God and turn from sin. Not that you never fall, but you 

don’t want to live and stay that way. 
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 If you still want to do those things, something is wrong and your heart hasn’t been 

changed. YOUR BELIEF DETERMINES YOUR BEHAVIOR. 

 

 2Cor. 5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he has become a new creature. Old things are 

passed away, behold all things become new.” 

 

 Someone once said: “Pastor, I believe in tithing, Bible reading, prayer; I just don’t 

do it!” 

o If you believe something, you do it! 

o If you don’t do it [not just tithing], you don’t believe the Bible. 

 

The Believers Judgment and the Unbelievers Judgment: 

 

 Many people don’t understand why there are two judgments if it’s already determined 

whether you are going to heaven or hell by your belief. 

 

 At the believer’s judgment, everybody is a believer. 

 At the un-believer’s judgment, everybody is an un-believer. 

 

So at each judgment, your works are being judged-tried-proven. 

 

2. The Judgment Seat of Christ This is the believer’s judgment. 

 

2Cor. 5:10 “For we must ALL appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or 

bad.” 

 

 This is to the believer. It is not judgment for our sins.  

 Our sins have already been judged by God when laid upon Christ to die in our behalf. 

 Believers will be judged according to our works since becoming a believer. 

 We will either receive rewards or lose rewards according to our works. 

 

Rom. 14:10 “But why do you judge your brother or why do you show contempt for your 

brother, for we shall ALL stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” 

 

1Cor. 3:10-15 

“According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise mater builder I have laid 

the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 

For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ, now 

if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed 
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by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work, which he 

has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer 

loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” 

 

Two different types of materials to build with:  ETERNAL[gold, silver, precious stones] or 

TEMPORAL [wood, hay – straw]. 

 

Our choice is whether we accept Christ as Savior and the other choice is whether you will 

live for Him. 

 

 Even though you have received Christ as Savior, you have a choice whether you are 

going to do things that will be burned up [you will be saved -  but no rewards in 

heaven] or live for Christ & receive His rewards. 

 

Matt 6:1-4 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men to be seen by 

them. Otherwise, you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

Therefore, when you do a charitable deed do not sound a trumpet before you as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets that they may have glory from them. 

Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not 

let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in 

secret and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.” 

 

Many say if you do a charitable deed, it shouldn’t be seen or known by others or you will 

lose your reward. 

But what Jesus was teaching is that if your heart was doing it in purity and not to be seen 

by men, it is ok that they know about it.  

It’s not ok if your heart was doing it so people would notice you. 

 

Facts about this scripture: 

 The Father – Himself will know and reward you openly before everyone else. 

 What a motivation to live a Godly life and serve the Lord on this earth. 

 

1John 2:28 “And now little children, abide in Him, that when He appears we may have 

confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.   

 The believer will be ashamed if he/she does not live for Jesus in this life. 

 The believer is not living the sold out life to Jesus, their life is wasted on living for 

the satisfaction of themselves. 

 

Matt. 516 “In the same way, let your light shine before men so they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
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SO IT MATTERS HOW WE LIVE! 

 

If we are aware there are rewards to be received, it should influence us to live for the Lord 

as best we can. 

That shouldn’t be our only motive to receive something, but it does encourage us.  

The Lord knows that about us, so He designed rewards into His plans, and He Himself will 

be handing them out. 

 

 

3. The Great White Throne Judgment: 

 

Rev. 20:11-13 “Then I saw a Great White Throne and Him who sat on it, form whose 

face the earth and the heaven fled away and there was found no place for them. And I saw 

the dead, small and great, standing before God and books were opened. And another book 

was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their 

works, by the things which were written in the books. 

The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and death and hades delivered up the dead who 

were in them. And they were judged each one according to his works.” 

 

The Book is the Book of Life containing names of those who have received Jesus as Lord 

and Savior. These are the ones going to heaven because they have received Jesus. 

 

The books contain the works of people and judgment is measured out according to what 

each person did while on earth. 

 

Based on this; are there degrees of punishment in Hell? 

 

 Will a believer who doesn’t tithe, serve, witness or do anything to build the 

Kingdom of God on earth, receive the same reward as the believer who does do all 

these works? 

 NO, God would not be a righteous God. For He gives to everyone according to their 

works. 

 

So, would an un-believing man, who may be a good man; but defiantly says NO to 

receiving Jesus as Savior and Lord receive the same punishment in hell as a child molester 

or people who have murdered, tortured people such as Adolph Hitler?  NO. 

 

NO, Because of the justice of God, everyone will be repaid for their deeds on earth. 

 

Question: Does the believer get off free? 

YES, because God repaid Jesus Christ for all of our sins. Jesus took your sins on the cross. 
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This is fair, because everyone has the opportunity to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior 

 

Degrees of torment and judgment for those not accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior in 

Jesus’ own words: 

 

Matt 11:20-23 “Then He began to rebuke the cites in which most of His mighty works 

had been done because they did not repent.” “Woe to you Chorazin, woe to you 

Bethsiada, for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and 

Sidon they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say to you it will be 

more tolerable [lenient, less suffering] for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgement than 

for you. 

 If punishment is all the same, how can it be more tolerable for some but not for 

others. 

And you Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades, for the 

mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained 

until this day.” 

 

Those three cites of Chorazin, Bethsiada and Capernaum had mighty works done in them 

by Jesus, yet they refused to believe who HE was and repent. 

 

It would have been easy for them to be saved in those three cities because of His mighty 

works performed in their midst.  But they refused. 

 

Because of their refusal of Him, their punishment would be more strict. 

 

Rom. 2:5 “But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are 

treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 

judgment of God.” 

 

 God will judge righteously, but there are folks that are treasuring up for themselves 

wrath. 

 

Question: Will some believers receive a stricter judgment?  YES 

 

James 3:1 “My brethren, let not many of your become teachers knowing that we shall 

receive a stricter judgement.” 

 

 Not based on our salvation, but on what they teach to others. 

 This is not just religious teachers, but any person who is instructing others in life. 
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There is a testimony from a person in his before Christ days who went to a place with 

other young people. His father had dropped him off, but parked and slipped back into the 

building and watched his son through the night. He saw him smoking.  

When the dad picked his son up, he asked him “Did you smoke cigarettes tonight?” 

The son replied: “No, not me, I was with people who were smoking so I probably smell 

like I smoked.” 

The father told him: “I saw you smoke a cigarette.” 

O, now I remember, yes I did, but only after the other kids dared me to. 

The dad then said, “Well, I saw you smoke two.” 

“O yeah, I forgot, yes I did.” 

To which the father told him: “I saw you smoke seven cigarettes tonight.” 

 

The father punished him for smoking and also for lying. 

This young man said: “If only he’d known the father was watching him!!” 

 

Today, The Father is watching us and recording our deeds in His books that will be 

opened on the Day of Judgment. He’s going to reward and He’s going to punish! 

Whether you’re a believer – there will be the Judgment Seat of Christ where you will give 

account for deeds done as a believer. 

If you’re not a believer in Christ today and on that Day, there will be books opened which 

has every deed you’ve ever done and you will face judgment for your deeds. 

 

But the great news is: 

 

You get to choose which judgment you will attend: 

 The Judgment Seat of Christ for your rewards. 

 The Great White Throne Judgment where you receive the punishment for your 

deeds. 

 

Eph. 2:10 “For we are His workmanship – created in Jesus/Yeshua for Good Deeds, 

which God has prepared beforehand so we might walk in them.” 


