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Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, September 4, 2022 (Lesson #1)  

New Quarter: Early Human History (Genesis 1-11) 

 

God Created Everything:  Everyone and everything have been created 

by God.         

 
Scriptures:  Genesis 1:1 – 2:3.                              

  

The Lesson Overview:  The revelation of God in Holy Scripture begins with the fact that God 

is the one who created the universe.  God is eternal; that is, He is, always has been, and 

forever will be without beginning or end.  In contrast to God, the universe has not always 

existed, but came into existence at God’s command.  This lesson affirms what Scripture says, 

that God created the universe and the earth, and all the living plants and creatures that inhabit 

the earth.  Human history began with God’s creation of the first humans, Adam and Eve.  

Belief in God the Creator is the preliminary to believing all the rest of the Bible, and the 

Gospel.  Without God the Creator, there is no Gospel. 

 

Historical Background:  Human history began with God’s creation of Adam and Eve.  Being 

the last created of God’s creatures, they had no personal knowledge of God’s creative activity 

before they were created, unless it was revealed to them by God.  The account in Genesis of 

God’s creation of our world and its creatures was written by Moses (between 1445-1405 

BC), who received the knowledge of these events by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  The 

account of human history from the time of Adam to the time of Moses was likely passes 

down by word of mouth form one generation to the next, until the Holy Spirit inspired Moses 

to make a written history of these historical events.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. God Made Heaven and Earth:  Genesis 1:1-19. 

A. God Is the Creator, vv. 1-5. 

B. God Created the Material World, vv. 6-19. 

2. God Made Living Creatures:  Genesis 1:20-25. 

A. Inhabitants of Water and Air, vv. 20-23. 

B. Inhabitants of Land, vv. 24-25. 

3. God Made Humans:  Genesis 1:26 – 2:3. 

A. Humans:  Male and Female, 1:26-30. 

B. God’s “Very Good” Creation, 1:31-2:3. 



2 

 

 

Discussing the Lesson: 

1. God Made Heaven and Earth:  Genesis 1:1-19. 

A. God Is the Creator: vv. 1-5. 

1) The Bible testifies that God is the supreme and eternal reality above and 

before all things.  The fact that God was present “In the beginning”, v. 1, 

means He existed before the beginning.  The Bible begins where scientific 

inquiry cannot go – with the eternal God, the Creator of all things.   

2) The word create is used with two meanings in Genesis chapters 1 and 2.  

In the first instance it refers to the action of God by which He brought the 

whole universe into existence without using any pre-existent materials.   

3) This was what is called ex nihilo creation.  Except for the creation of light, 

v. 3, the verses afterward tell of what is called mediate creation.  The 

word mediate refers to God’s activity in shaping and adapting the 

elements of His original creation, v. 1, to make new conditions and things 

come into being.   

4) In the beginning God created the universe.  Then, through the agency of 

the Holy Spirit, v. 2, God transformed and shaped the discordant elements 

of the primeval earth into a beautiful world for the habitation of His 

earthly creatures, including humans.   

5) God commanded light to shine after He made the universe and brought 

the earth form chaos to order.  The creation of light, v. 3, was before the 

sun, moon, and stars appeared (Genesis 1:16).   

6) God separated the light from the darkness, v. 4, “And the evening and the 

morning were the first day”, v. 5, the Jewish way of reckoning time.  Each 

new day begins at sunset.   

B. God Created the Material World: vv. 6-19. 

1) On the second day of creation, v. 8, God made what we call the sky or 

atmosphere that surrounds the earth (“the firmament”, v. 7 – the expanse 

about the earth).   

2) Countless billions of tons of water vapor are held in suspension in the 

atmosphere.  God divided the water suspended in the atmosphere from the 

water on the earth, vv. 6-7.  The firmament is what the Jews, in Jesus’ 

time, called “the first heaven”, v. 8. 

3) On the third day of creation, v. 13, God caused land to emerge from the 

water-covered earth.  Thus, the earth became a planet with dry land and 

seas (or oceans).   

4) On the third day of creation, four divisions of our earthly environment 

that make our existence on this planet possible were complete:  light, 
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atmosphere, dry land, and oceans, vv. 8-10.  After this, God commanded 

the earth to bring forth living plants of all kinds, vv. 11-12. 

5) Plants brought forth on the third day of creation needed sunlight to live 

and grow.  So, on the fourth day of creation, vv. 14-15, 19, God 

commanded lights to appear in the atmosphere, to divide the day from the 

night. 

6) Many believe God created the sun, moon, and stars at the same time He 

created the universe and the earth, but because of atmospheric conditions, 

the sun, moon, and stars did not become visible until the fourth day of 

creation.   

7) God made the sun to give light by day, and the moon and stars to give 

light by night, vv. 14-17, and “to rule over the day and over the night”, v. 

18.   

8) The glory of the day is the sun, and the glory of the night is not darkness, 

but the lights that shine in the darkness.  The glory of the whole creation 

is God.   

9) God is the Author of order, beauty, and peace.  This is evident in the 

orderly progression of His creative activity as told in Genesis.  God 

reveals Himself as the one who does all things well.   

10) This is our security and hope as we live by faith in God.  Like as 

the chaotic primeval earth was brought to order and beauty, so our lives 

are discordant and confused until we are transformed by the Holy Spirit 

and become new creatures in Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:17.  

11) The God who created the universe and the earth, and made the earth 

uniquely suited to sustain our lives, has the power and authority to save 

any person’s life from the disorder and destructiveness of sin. 

12) God the Creator wants every person to become a new creature by 

faith in Jesus Christ.   

2. God Made Living Creatures:  Genesis 1:20-25. 

A. Inhabitants of Water and Air, vv. 20-23. 

1) On the fifth day of creation, v. 23, God made creatures with conscious 

life.  Having conscious life means the creature is aware of being alive and 

can interact in a conscious way with other creatures that have conscious 

life.   

2) The first creatures God made with conscious life were those that live in 

the water and fly through the air, vv. 20-21.  Broadly speaking, fish and 

birds.   

3) The Bible tells “how” God brought into existence the creatures of water 

and air, God said, “Let the waters bring forth abundantly”, v. 20, the 
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creatures that live in the water and fly through the air, and “the waters 

brought forth abundantly” these creatures, v. 21.   

4) There is a similarity between the scales on fish and the scales on the 

feathers of birds, showing their relation to one another.  However, we do 

not attribute this to physical evolution, but to the fact that God created fish 

and birds on the same day, and both were brought forth by the water at 

God’s command.   

5) While many birds live only on land and in the air, a great many birds live 

in the air and in or near bodies of water all or most of the time, revealing 

their affinity with the water from which they came at God’s command.   

B. Inhabitants of Land, v. 24-25.   

1) On the sixth day of creation (Genesis 1:31), God created all the creatures 

with conscious life that live on land.  The Bible tells “how” God brought 

these creatures into existence.  “God said, Let the earth bring forth the 

living creature after his kind” that live on the land, “and it was so”, v. 24. 

2) These are all the non-human creatures with conscious life that live on 

land.  This includes large domesticated animals (“cattle”), smaller animals 

(“creeping things”), and large wild animals (“beasts”).   

3) While there are physical similarities between land animals, and especially 

between mammals, we do not attribute this to physical evolution, but to 

the fact God the Creator commanded the earth to bring them forth on the 

same day of creation, the sixth day.   

4) Five times in Genesis 1 (vv. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25), the phrase, “and God saw 

that it was good” occurs after God’s work of making land and seas; plants 

to grow; sun, moon, and stars to appear; creatures to live on land.  

5) All that God the Creator did in bringing our world and its plants and 

animals into existence was good.  While the whole creation has been 

marred by sin, the goodness of God’s creation still shines through.   

6) God’s creation of animals with conscious life was the immediate prelude 

to His creation of humans.  As told in Genesis, there was an intelligent, 

logical progression in God’s acts of creation.   

7) The Genesis account is far more credible than any man-made “theory” 

about the origin of the planet Earth, and the creatures, including humans, 

that live on this planet.   

8) To those who deny the existence of God the Creator the Bible says, “the 

invisible things of Him [God] from the creation of the world are clearly 

seen, so that they are without excuse”, Romans 1:20. 

3. God Made Humans:  Genesis 1:26 – 2:3. 

A. Humans: Male and Female vv. 26-30. 
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1) On the sixth day of creation (Genesis 1:31), God also created humans.  

But God’s creation of humans was not indirect, as with plants He 

commanded the earth to bring forth, or with fish and birds He commanded 

the waters to bring forth, or with the non-human land creatures He 

commanded the earth to bring forth.   

2) God’s creation of humans was by His direct action: “let us make man in 

our image, after our likeness…male and female created He them”, vv. 26-

27.  Christians believe the “us” in this statement is a reference to the Holy 

Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit working together to create humans.   

3) Of all the creatures of earth, God created only humans in His own image 

and likeness.  Since there is no significant difference in Hebrew between 

the words translated image and likeness, these two terms simply 

emphasize that humans, both male and female, were created in likeness to 

God.   

4) The human likeness to God is, first, spiritual in nature.  God is Spirit, and 

He is the source of the human spirit, which makes us spiritual creatures 

able to communicate with God.   

5) Human likeness to God is also intellectual, meaning that we can think, 

reason, understand, and make moral decisions about doing right or doing 

wrong.   

6) While God is Spirit, and we reside in a physical body, the incarnation of 

Jesus, the Son of God, was prepared for in God’s creation of the human 

body:  “When He [the Son] cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and 

offering Thou [God] wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me”, 

Hebrews 10:5; Psalms 40:6. 

7) Therefore, in spirit, soul and body, humans were created originally in vital 

relation to God.  While sin separates us from fellowship with God; by 

saving faith in Jesus Christ, we can be reconciled and devoted to God in 

spirit, soul, and body. 

8) God gave humans dominion (stewardship) over all the other creatures of 

earth, v. 29, and gave to humans, and to all other creatures of earth, plants 

and their produce for food, v. 30.   

9) While animals were sacrificed to God in worship before the Flood, 

Genesis 4:4, it appears that humans did not have permission from God to 

eat the flesh of animals until after the Flood, Genesis 9:3. 

B. God’s “Very Good” Creation, 1:31 – 2:3. 

1) Five times in Genesis 1:10-25, it is stated that God saw His creative work 

as “good.”  It was only after His creation of humans that God saw all of 

His creative work as “very good”, 1:31.   
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2) This indicates that God regarded the creation of humans as the crowning 

achievement and completion of His work of creation “in the beginning”, 

Genesis 1:1.   

3) The pristine earth was unmarred by the curse of sin.  The humans God 

created were pure and innocent.  But the whole earthly creation was on 

probation, awaiting the humans’ decision about whether they would or 

would not believe and obey God.   

4) After completing all of His creative work “in the beginning,” God “rested 

on the seventh day from all His work,” and He “blessed the seventh day, 

and sanctified it [made it holy]”, 2:2-3. 

5) Those who teach that humans are highly evolved animals degrade the 

whole human race, make our existence in the world meaningless, and 

cannot realistically ask or expect human behavior to be anything other 

than that of animals.   

6) The truth is, God created humans in His own likeness, this is His will for 

us, and by God’s grace through Christ, we can live godly, not beastly.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  The image of God in humans has been marred by sin, but the call to 

fellow Christ is an invitation to have ourselves renewed in the image of Christ, which is the 

image of God.  This is our only real hope of living in moral likeness to God in this sinful 

world.   

 

Ministry in Action:  As believers in Christ, let us continually encourage one another to be 

committed to Christlike living, for our own spiritual well-being, and to be witnesses of Christ 

to the world.   

 

 


