
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, September 26, 2021  

 

Sin Mars Creation:  Human sinfulness defiles God’s creation, but He 

will make it new again.         

 
Scriptures:  Genesis 3:17-19; Isaiah 24:5-6; Hosea 4:1-3; Romans 8:18-25; Colossians 1:15-

20; 2 Peter 3:10-13.   

 

The Lesson Overview:  In the beginning, God saw that all He had created “was very good” 

(Gen. 1:31).  Then, something happened that degraded the whole creation.  The first humans 

disbelieved and disobeyed God’s commandment and became sinners.  “By one man [Adam] 

sin entered into the world, and death by sin” (Romans 5:12).  Human sinfulness brought 

death, not only for humans, but also for every living creature and plant on earth.  Our whole 

world has been fatally wounded by sin, causing the whole creation to suffer, waiting for 

redemption (Romans 8:20-23).  This lesson explains, from a Biblical standpoint, why our 

world is not as it was in the beginning.   

 

Historical Background:  This lesson is based on three Old Testament Books and three New 

Testament Letters:  Genesis , by Moses, 1445-1405 BC; Isaiah, by the prophet Isaiah, 745-

695 BC; Hosea, by prophet Hosea 760-720 BC; Romans, winter AD 57-58, and Colossians, 

summer AD 62, by the Apostle Paul; and 2 Peter, by the Apostle Peter, AD 65.  This 

selection of Scriptures, and the entire Bible, bear witness to the reality we see every day.  

That is, our world is not the ideal place God intended it to be from the beginning, because of 

the persistence of human sinfulness.  The history of the human race is that human sinfulness 

ruins everything – “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Creation Defiled By Our Sin:  Genesis 3:17-19; Isaiah 24:5-6; Hosea 4:1-3. 

A. Consequences of Adam’s Sin, Gen. 3:17-19. 

B. The Earth Defiled by Sin, Isa. 24:5-6; Hos. 4:1-3. 

2. Creation Suffers And Travails:  Romans 8:18-25. 

A. Suffering, But With Hope, Rom. 8:18-22. 

B. Expecting Redemption, Rom. 8:23-25. 

3. A New World Is Coming:  Colossians 1:15-20; 2 Peter 3:10-13. 

A. Reconciled to God, Col. 1:15-20. 

B. New Heavens and Earth, 2 Peter 3:10-13. 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Creation Defiled By Our Sin:  Genesis 3:17-19; Isaiah 24:5-6; Hosea 4:1-3. 

A. Consequences of Adam’s Sin:  Gen. 3: 17-19.   

1) The Bible tells that Eve was first in transgressing against God’s 

commandment, but always, in the Bible, the universal consequences of sin 

for the human race are traced to Adam, not Eve.   

2) The reason for this is that Adam was the first human, and the first man, 

and as such he was the representative head of the human race.  God, with 

evenhanded justice, by condemning all humans to death as a consequence 

of one man’s sin (Adam), has, on the other hand, offered life to all by one 

man’s righteousness (Jesus Christ), see Romans 5:17-19. 

3) Adam and Eve had the blessing of work to do in the garden of Eden 

(Genesis 2:15, 18), but after they sinned, the ground was cursed (Genesis 

3:17-18), making their work difficult and tiring.   

4) In addition to this, because they had sinned, Adam and Eve were destined 

to die, as God had said they would if they disobeyed Him (Genesis 2:17; 

3:3).   

5) In passing the sentence of death on Adam and Eve, and all their 

descendants, God reminded them that Adam had been made from the 

ground, “for dust thou art, and unto dust shall thou return” (Genesis 3:19). 

6) The origin of the human body, having been formed from the ground (dust) 

by God, accentuates how foolish it is for any person to think that he or she 

can successfully defy God.  

B. The Earth Defiled by Sin, Isa. 24:5-6; Hos. 4:1-3. 

1) Isaiah 124 is a very special chapter, not only in Isaiah, but in the whole 

Bible, because it appears to be a prophetic vision of God’s judgement 

against the whole world.   

2) After announcing God’s judgment against Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, 

Moab, Syria, Egypt, Ethiopia, Arabia, Judea, and Tyre, in chapter 24 

Isaiah announced God’s great and final judgment against the whole world.   

3) That judgment will come at the end of the world (the age), because the 

earth “is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have 

transgressed the laws [of God], changed the ordinance [replaced God’s 

laws with man-made laws], broken the everlasting covenant [violated the 

universal moral law for all humankind, Genesis 9:4-6. 

4) “Therefore hath the curse [of sin] devoured the earth, and they that dwell 

therein are desolate:  therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned 

[consumed by the wrath of God], and few men left”, Isaiah 24:5-6. 

5) The earth was created by God and belongs to God.  Because people 

persist in deliberate sinning, with no thought of repenting, the earth, 

God’s property, is defiled by their sinning.  This will continue until the 



end of the world, when God’s great and final judgement against the world 

will abolish all evil.   

6) Presently, as it has been throughout human history, “the Lord hath a 

controversy with the inhabitants of the land”, Hosea 4:1, because truth, 

mercy, and knowledge of God are absent, while lying, murdering, 

stealing, and adultery abound, v. 2. Sin is destructive of everything that is 

good.   

7) Therefore, God’s righteous judgment is against the sinful world, and the 

time will come, when God will destroy those who destroy the earth by 

their evildoing, Revelation 11:18. 

8) In the late 1800s and early 1900s, belief in post-millennialism was 

popular with Christians in America and Europe.  This was the belief that 

the spiritual and moral condition of humankind would continue improving 

to an ideal condition, then Christ would come again.   

9) As it turned out, the horrible wickedness and violence of humankind 

became extremely pronounced with two world wars, Hitler’s murder of 12 

million people (including nine million Jews), and the rise of brutal 

totalitarian Marxist Socialism and Communism in much of the world.   

10) While the day of salvation continues until Christ comes again, it is 

apparent that nothing less than God’s great and final judgment against this 

sinful world will destroy sin and death, see 1 Corinthians 15:24-26.   

2. Creation Suffers and Travails:  Romans 8:18-25. 

A. Suffering, But With Hope, vv. 18-22. 

1) This is a unique passage of Scripture to be found in the Apostle Paul’s 

writings, because he was a city dweller (Tarsus, Jerusalem, Rome, and 

scores of cities across Asia and Europe), and did not take much notice of 

the world of nature in his writings. 

2) Nevertheless, Paul was mindful that the whole creation is suffering 

because of human sinfulness.  The sin of Adam and Eve brought the curse 

of sin not only on them and all their descendants (all people), but also on 

the animals and plants (all living things) that inhabit planet Earth. 

3) Contrasting the present sufferings of believers in Christ with the far 

greater glory (victory, triumph) for believers when Christ comes again, set 

Paul to thinking about the implications of Christ’s coming again for the 

whole creation, vv. 18-19). 

4) The whole creation is waiting for the sons of God to be revealed at 

Christ’s coming, v. 19.  The whole creation was made subject to the 

present suffering by God, v. 20, in the hope (expectation) that the whole 

creation will “be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God”, v. 21, when Christ comes again.   

Until then, “we know the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 

together until now”, v. 22.   



5) God’s purpose in all of this suffering is to keep us from becoming content 

to live in a world corrupted and destroyed by sin.  God’s hope 

(expectation) in this is, that we will seek and inherit a sinless new world 

by accepting the redemption in Christ.   

B. Expecting Redemption, vv. 23-25. 

1) The Apostle Paul said the whole creation is groaning and travailing in 

pain until now, v. 22.  The word travailing means the pain associated with 

giving birth.   

2) Paul saw the whole creation as suffering, waiting for the new world to be 

brought forth at Christ’s coming again.  This thought led Paul into his 

next thought, v. 23, that we who believe in Christ, along with the whole 

creation, are suffering, longing, expecting, and waiting for “the 

redemption of our body;” that is, the resurrection of believers at Christ’s 

coming again.   

3) This will signal that the consummation of the redemptive work of Christ 

for believers, and for the whole creation, will be at hand.  This is our 

blessed hope (expectation) at Christ’s coming, vv. 24-25. 

4) God’s great and final judgment of the world will come at the end of the 

age, but so also will the redemption of the whole creation, along with 

believers in Christ.  Adam and Eve chose to sin, and humans have been 

choosing to sin ever since, but the whole non-human creation did not 

choose to sin.   

5) Therefore, people must choose to be saved by God through Christ, while 

the whole creation will be redeemed from sin’s curse along with those 

redeemed from sin’s curse along with those redeemed by Christ.   

6) When we view the natural world of animals and plants, we need to 

remember that the whole creation is suffering because of human 

sinfulness, and give thanks to God that the whole creation will be 

delivered form this suffering as a blessing of the redemptive work of 

Christ when He comes again.   

3. A New World Is Coming:  Colossians 1:15-20; 2 Peter 3:1-13. 

A. Reconciled to God, Col. 1:15-20. 

1) This passage of Scripture is one of the most magnificent descriptions of 

Jesus Christ in the whole Bible.  Jesus Christ is the exact representation of 

the invisible God, and the eternally begotten “firstborn” Son of God, v. 

15. 

2) Jesus Christ, along with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, is the 

Creator of everything that was created, whether in heaven or earth, visible 

or invisible, and thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers.  ‘All 

thing were created by Him and for Him”, v. 16. 

3) Jesus Christ is eternal, having existed ‘before all things,” and by Him all 

things are held together, v. 17.  Jesus Christ is the head of the Church, the 



first to be resurrected form death with eternal life, “that in all things He 

might have the preeminence”, v. 18.  Christ is all of this because it 

pleased God the Father to have all the fullness of deity to dwell in Christ, 

v. 19. 

4) Therefore, Jesus Christ has the power and authority from God to make 

peace between sinful humans and the holy God “through the blood of His 

cross,” thus reconciling cleansed and saved sinners to God, with the 

ultimate result that all things on earth and in heaven will be reconciled to 

God by Christ. 

5) Because Christ is the Creator of everything that was created, His 

redemptive work that reconciles believers in Him to God, will also result 

in the whole creation being reconciled to God.  Christ came to save 

sinners, and to save the whole creation form the curse of sin.   

B. New Heaven and Earth, 2 Peter 3:10-13. 

1) This is the Apostle Peter’s description of the end of this present 

world and the emergence of a new world where there will be only 

righteousness.   

2) The fact that God will “create” or “make” new heavens and a new 

earth is mentioned four times in the Bible:  Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; 2 

Peter 3:13; and Revelation 21:1.   

3) When Peter said, “we, according to His [God’s] promise, look for 

new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”, v. 

13, he was referring specially to the promise of God made in Isaiah 

65:17. 

4) God gave a vision of the new heaven and earth to John the Apostle 

(Revelation 21:1).  The most important truth world is that there will 

be no sin there, and therefore no curse of sin.   

5) In the new heaven and earth there will be only righteousness, “and 

there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 

shall there be any more pain:  for the former things are passed 

away”, Revelation 21:4. 

6) As believers in Christ, we should do all we can to be the “salt” and 

“light” Christ has called us to be in this present world, Matthew 

5:13-16. By doing this, we will have a good influence on other, and 

help to make this present world better.   

7) Nevertheless, we live with the knowledge this present world is 

under the curse of sin and will never be the ideal place we might 

hope it would be.  In the face of this reality, and whatever troubles 

may come to us in this world, we, according to God’s promise, look 

for new heavens and a new earth, where only righteousness dwells. 

 



Call to Discipleship:  The new world God will create, will be prepared for the people of God 

prepared to live there.  Following Jesus Christ, learning of Him, and loving and obeying Him, 

we are in discipleship training to live as we ought in this world, and preparing also to live in 

the new world.   

 

Ministry in Action:  As believers in Christ, we minister to one another by testifying of what 

God has done and is doing in our lives, and also by reminding one another of the future world 

beyond this present life God is preparing for us.   

 


