
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, September 25, 2022 (Lesson #4)  

 

Human Sinfulness Increases:  God is merciful, but persistent sinning 

invites His judgment.            

 
Scriptures:  Genesis 6:1-22.                                

  

The Lesson Overview:  The Book of Genesis reveals that the earliest history of humans was 

characterized by increasing sinfulness, producing a thoroughly evil society.  In those ancient 

times before the Flood, most humans did not pursue a life of righteousness by faith in God, 

but degenerated into wickedness until their lives reflected nothing of the image of God in 

which humans were created.  This evil became so extensive, God made the decision He 

would stop the evildoing by destroying the sinners with a great Flood.  However, one man, 

Noah, found favor with God, and by faith in God, and following God’s direction, he 

“prepared an ark to the saving of his house”, Hebrews 11:7. 

 

Historical Background:  Stories about the Flood, and a man and his family saved from it, 

have been found with all ethnic groups worldwide, even among those who did not have the 

Bible, and had not been told the Biblical account of the Flood and Noah.  It is likely the story 

about the Flood and Noah was told to the descendants of Noah’s three sons, and was passed 

from generation to generation by word of mouth, and spread all over the world.  This is 

compelling evidence the Flood occurred, and Noah and his family were saved from it, as told 

in the Bible.  The telling of these events in Genesis was written by Moses, author of the first 

five books of the Bible, between 1445-1405 BC. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Humans Became Exceedingly Evil: Genesis 6:1-7. 

A. Human Wickedness, vv. 1-5. 

B. God’s Displeasure, vv. 6-7. 

2. Noah Found God’s Grace:  Genesis 6:8-13. 

A. Noah Received God’s Grace, vv. 8-10. 

B. Corruption of Society, vv. 11-13. 

3. Preparation For Coming Judgment:  Genesis 6:14-22. 

A. God’s Instructions for Noah, vv. 14-17. 

B. God’s Covenant With Noah, vv. 18-22. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Humans Became Exceedingly Evil:  Genesis 6:1-7. 

A. Human Wickedness, v. 1-5. 

1) The Bible’s account of the wickedness of the pre-Flood world begins by 

telling about the corruption of the husband-wife relationship through the 

contracting of lustful marriages.   

2) Marriage was ordained of God, and it was His will for men and women to 

marry and have children, but it was not His will for people to enter into 

marriage only to glorify their lusts. 

3) Verse 2 tells that, the righteous make descendants of Adam and Seth, here 

identified as “sons of God,” who should have married righteous women, 

chose for themselves wives from “the daughters of men,” meaning the 

female descendants of Cain and his descendants.   

4) The statement that “they took themselves of all which they chose,” likely 

means they practiced polygamy, each having several wives.  This was in 

direct violation of God’s establishment of marriage being between one 

man and one woman.   

5) The fact that the male descendants of Adam ad Seth had righteous 

parents, and should have been righteous themselves, did not render them 

immune to temptation and sin.   

6) They were tempted by the lust for sexual gratification forbidden by God, 

sinfully entered into multiple promiscuous marriages, produced families 

corrupted by sin, and added to the increasing wickedness of the pre-Flood 

world.  The prevalence of sexual immorality in any society is a symptom 

of a spiritually sick society, alienated from God. 

7) The belief that the “sons of God”, v. 2 were fallen evil angels who 

cohabited with women and produced the giants, v. 4, is based on ethnic 

(Gentile, pagan) demonology that found its way into Jewish literature 

written between the Testaments.  This belief has no Biblical credibility. 

8) God is longsuffering toward the ungodly, and slow to wrath, but the 

extreme evil of the pre-Flood world abused God’s patience, v. 3.  In the 

pre-Flood world, God’s Spirit convicted sinners of their sins, attempting 

to bring them to repent and return to God, but they rejected this work of 

the Holy Spirit.   

9) Consequently, God set a probationary period of 120 years in which He 

would continue striving by His Spirit with the pre-Flood sinners to repent.  

After that, the Flood would come and destroy all who had refused to 

repent.  This probationary 120 years was established at a time when 

humans commonly lived 800 to 900 years and more (Genesis, chapter 5). 

10) There were “giants” on the earth before, v. 4, and long after the Flood, in 

the time of King David, (1,000 BC).  The implication is, these giants were 

very large and evil men, who because of their size, strength, and practice 



of the belief that “might makes right,” became notoriously powerful 

figures in the pre-Flood world.  They must have been responsible for 

much of the “violence” God found so offensive, Genesis 6:13. 

11) The “wickedness” of the people in the pre-Flood world was so pervasive, 

“every imagination of the thoughts of [their] heart[s] was only evil 

continually”, v. 5.   

12) This is the description of people who were so corrupted in mind and heart 

by sin, they were reprobates, so addicted to sinning, they had no 

inclination toward repenting.  

B. God’s Displeasure, v. 6-7. 

1) Far from hating humans, or being indifferent toward their sinful condition, 

God was “grieved” by human sinfulness, v. 6.  The words, “it repented the 

Lord,” convey the thought that the Lord had a painful feeling of regret 

over having created humans to live on the earth.   

2) Some find fault with the Bible for ascribing such emotion to God, but 

with what other language could we be made to understand how deeply 

human sinfulness hurts our great Creator? 

3) Seeing the unwillingness of the pre-Flood sinners to repent, God, the 

Judge, made the judicial decision to stop their sinning by taking away 

their lives, v. 7.   

4) God is the giver of life, and He is justified to take away life when it is 

being used against His will the chief practical purpose of death is that it 

puts an end to the sinning of the sinner.   

5) This judgment would also occasion the deaths of all the air-breathing land 

animals and birds, because human sinfulness is a curse not only to 

humans, but also to the whole creation God placed under human 

dominion.  

6) The death of the sinner is God’s last resort for putting a stop to sinning.  

He will destroy sinners, only after every other remedy to stop sinning has 

failed.  God takes no pleasure in the deaths of the wicked, but “sin, when 

it is finished, bringeth forth death”, James 1:15.   

7) The holiness of God has established a moral law as certain as the law of 

gravity, that sin, if followed to its ultimate conclusion, will result in the 

death of the sinner.  “The [earned] wages of sin is death; but the 

[unearned] gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”, 

Romans 6:23. 

2. Noah Received God Grace: Genesis 6:8-10. 

A. Noah Received God’s Grace, vv. 8-10. 

1) In Genesis 6:8, “grace” means the same thing it means in the New 

Testament – the unmerited favor of God for salvation.  Noah, like 

Abraham, had the righteousness that came by grace through faith in God, 

Galatians 3:6; Hebrews 11:7. 



2) Noah “found grace;” that is, he received the grace of God offered him.  

God’s saving grace was available to any of the pre-Flood inhabitants of 

the earth who would repent and believe in God, but when the Flood 

arrived, Noah and his family were the ones who had received the grace for 

salvation, see 1 Peter 3:20-21. 

3) Living in a society that was evil to the core, Noah was “a just man.”  This 

means he said and did what was right in relation to God, his family, and 

all people.   

4) Noah was “perfect [upright] in his generations [in the evil time in which 

he lived].”  This means he was a man with godly character and personal 

integrity, who refused to compromise with the wicked world in which he 

lived.  

5) Noah “walked with God.” This means he lived in daily spiritual 

fellowship with God by faith.   

6) Noah lived 950 years, Genesis 9:29; he was 600 years of age when the 

Flood occurred, Genesis 7:6, and before the Flood, three sons had been 

born to Noah and his wife, and their three sons and their wives, were the 

only humans to survive the Flood, all the nations on earth are descended 

from Noah and his three sons.   

B. Corruption of Society, vv. 11-13. 

1) In sharp contrast to Noah’s godly character, the world he lived in was 

corrupt [rotting, decaying; spiritually, morally, and socially],” and was 

“filled with violence”, v. 11.   

2) Crimes of violence then were the same as now:  assaults, robbery, rape, 

and murder.  God hates all sin, but violent crimes strongly invite God’s 

judgment to stop humans from doing serious physical harm to one another 

and committing murder.   

3) Verse 12 says the pre-Flood inhabitants of the earth had willfully, 

intentionally, and with determination, corrupted themselves with every 

imaginable evil.   

4) For all to whom the Gospel has been made known, the present generation 

is faced with the same choice as that of Noah and his generation.  That 

choice is to either accept or reject the grace of God for salvation.   

5) If we reject God’s grace, we will perish in our sins. But if, like Noah, we 

receive the grace of God for salvation, we will be saved by the Lord Jesus 

Christ.   

6) The grace of God revealed through Jesus Christ teaches us “that denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 

godly, in this present world”, Titus 2:12.   

3. Preparation for Coming Judgment:  Genesis 6:14-22. 

A. God’s Instructions for Noah, Genesis 6:14-17. 



1) God commanded Noah to build an ark (a large boat) in which his family 

and a remnant of land animals and birds would ride out the coming Flood.  

God gave Noah specific instructions for building the ark.  It was to be 

made of “gopher wood”, v. 14.   

2) This is generally thought to be a reference to wood from pine, cedar, or 

cypress trees.  The ark was to be coated inside and out with “pitch”, v. 14, 

oil tar that seeps up from the ground, to make it waterproof.   

3) Assuming the cubit to be 18 inches, the ark was 450 feet long, 75 feet 

wide, and 45 feet high, v. 15.  The ark was more like a large floating 

rectangle box, than a boat or ship, in that it needed no compulsion to 

move by oar or sail, and therefore, no design for speed.  It simply needed 

maximum capacity and the durability to outlast the Flood.   

4) The ark consisted of three decks, divided into compartments with a large 

door in the side that gave access to all three decks.  The ark had an 

overhanging roof, and all around the top of the ark beneath the overhang 

of the roof, a series of windows, 18 inches in width form the roof, to let in 

light without letting in water, v. 16. 

5) After giving Noah the instructions for building the ark, again God told 

him that He would send a Flood to destroy all humans, and all the air-

breathing creatures on earth, v. 17. 

6) If Noah was even slightly tempted to think the Flood would not occur, 

God’s repeated warnings that the Flood would occur caused Noah to 

believe God. 

B. God’s Covenant With Noah, vv. 18-22. 

1) The provisions of God’s covenant with Noah before the Flood was, in 

simplest terms, God’s promise to him, that if he would obey God by 

building the ark, and gathering into it a remnant of animals and birds 

along with his family, and laying up in the ark a store of food to last 

through the Flood for his family and the animals, they would all be saved 

from the Flood, vv. 18-21. 

2) The animals and birds were to be brought into the ark in pairs, one male 

and one female of each kind, vv. 19-20.  However, in Genesis 7:2, we 

learn that one pair of each of the unclean animals and birds, and seven 

pairs of clean animals and birds were taken into the ark. 

3) Unclean animals were those not deemed to be suitable to offer to God in 

sacrifice.  The clean animals were those that could be offered to God in 

sacrifice: bovine animals, sheep, goats, doves, and pigeons.   

4) These clean animals would be needed after the Flood to offer sacrifices to 

God in worship.  Noah did all that God commanded him to prepare for the 

coming Flood, v. 22.   



5) Noah did “according to all that God commanded him”, v. 22.  This means 

Noah did exactly what God commanded him, not more nor less, but 

precisely in keeping with all that God commanded him.   

6) This kind of obedience is all God has ever wanted of any human.  God 

does not want more or less than He commands of us.  By doing more than 

God commands, we are in danger of thinking we can put God in our debt, 

so that He owes us something.   

7) By doing less than God commands, we are in danger of thinking God will 

grant us some special favor of not holding us accountable for disobeying 

Him.  Doing according to all God commands is all He asks.   

 

Call to Discipleship: God wants whole families to be saved by Jesus Christ.  God wants 

whole families to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  Let us do all we can to see that our families 

are saved.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Living in this sinful world, where hostility to Christ and the Gospel is 

increasing, we who believe in Christ must be diligent to give encouragement to one another 

to remain faithful to Him.  

 
 


