
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, September 12, 2021  

 

God Cares for Creation:  God cares for all of His creation.        

 
Scriptures:  Job 38:1, 18-38; 38:39 – 39:13, 19, 26-27; 31:1-6; 40:1-5. 

 

The Lesson Overview:  While God’s creation of humans was the crowning achievement of 

His creation or our world, God has a personal interest in, and care for, His whole creation.  

The doctrine called Deism holds that God created the universe, and put in place all they 

dynamics to keep it functioning, but He has no personal involvement with what goes on in 

His creation.  However, the Bible presents a vision of God who is personally and intimately 

involved with His creation.  The Bible teaches that God rules over His creation with 

sovereign authority and power, and cares for His whole creation by means of His providence.  

Jesus taught that God cares for people, and also cares for the smallest bird.   

 

Historical Background:  This entire lesson is based on Scriptures found in the book of Job.  It 

is likely that Job is the oldest book of the Bible, predating in its original form the writing of 

the Five Books of Moses (Genesis through Deuteronomy).  It is believed that Moses likely 

found and kept the Book of Job in its original written form, with additions being made to it, 

possibly by Moses and other Israelite writers after him.  The story of Job predates the giving 

of the Law at Mount Sinai.  According to the Septuagint (the Greek form of the Old 

Testament), Job (called Jobab) was one of the grandsons of Esau, and a tribal ruler (king) of a 

city-kingdom (Job 42:19-21 Septuagint), probably about 1600 BC. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. God Governs Heaven and Earth:  Job 38:1, 18-38. 

A. God Governs Natural Events, vv. 1, 18-30. 

B. God Governs the Universe, vv. 31-38. 

2. God Cares For Animals:  Job 38:39 – 39:13, 19, 26-27. 

A. God Provides for Animals, 38:39 – 39:8. 

B. God Rules the Animals, 39:9-13, 19, 26-27. 

3. God Is Sovereign Over Humankind:  Job 31:1-6; 40:1-5. 

A. God Is Our Judge, 31:1-6. 

B. God Knows Everything, 40:1-5. 

 

Discussing the Lesson: 

1. God Governs Heaven and Earth:  Job 38:1, 18-38. 



A. God Governs Natural Events, vv. 1, 18-30. 

1) During the test of his faith in God, Job said many things about God to his 

three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar), and Job had many questions of 

God.   

2) Nearing the end of the test of his faith (although Job did not know the 

end was near), God spoke to Job out of a whirlwind, addressing a long 

series of questions to him, which he could not answer. 

3) However, these questions revealed much about God to Job that he had 

not known before (Job 42:1-5.  This lesson examines some of what God 

revealed to Job through His questions.   

4) Job did not know the size and shape of the earth, but God did, v. 18.  Job 

could not explain what light or darkness is, (and neither can we,) but 

God knows, vv. 19-21.   

5) Job did not know how snow or hail forms in clouds, but God knows, vv. 

22-23.  Job did not know God’s method of operation by which He 

scatters light over the whole earth, and causes the winds to blow over the 

whole earth, v. 24. 

6) God inquired of Job, who has made river and streams, who makes 

lightning and thunder, who causes it to rain where no human resides, 

refreshing the earth?,  vv. 25-28.  Who makes the cold that produces ice 

and frost, and makes the surface of the sea to freeze hard as stone? vv. 

29-30.  

7) We cannot make it rain or snow; we cannot make it hot or cold, we 

cannot make it wet or dry, we cannot make lightning and thunder, we 

cannot dump rain on the earth to cut the courses of rivers.  Job realized, 

as do we, that God presides over natural events.   

B. God Governs the Universe, vv. 1, 31-38. 

1) By means of the questions in verses 31-33, God directed Job’s attention 

away from natural events on earth to the visible constellations of stars 

that make up part of the vast universe of which earth is an extremely 

small part. 

2) The constellations of Pleiades, Orion, and Mazzaroth, and the giant fixed 

star Arcturus, were well-known to astrologers in the ancient world.  

Their knowledge of the size of the universe was like a drop in the bucket 

compared with the knowledge we have today of its immensity and 

continuing expansion.   

3) Still, ancient people were awestruck at the vastness of all God created  

An intelligent and wise man like Job doubtlessly had the same response 

as David, when beholding the night sky:  “The heavens declare the glory 

of God; and the firmament [the expanse of the sky] shows His 

handiwork”, Ps. 19:1 NKJV. 



4) Regarding what he saw in the night sky about him, God inquired of Job, 

do you know the laws that govern the constellations, can you make those 

laws subject to anything on earth? (v. 33).   

5) After this, God asked several questions of Job that revealed his 

limitations, vv. 34-38.  Could Job command the clouds to give rain?  

Could Job command lightning to go forth?  Who is the source of all 

wisdom?  Who can number the clouds or stop them from giving rain, 

causing the ground to become hard and dusty?  Whether in the sky above 

us, or in natural events on earth, God is the Ruler over all. 

6) People can be heard to say, “We can do anything we set our mind to do.” 

While that statement may be well-intended, it is not true.  God governs 

heaven and earth – the whole universe.   

7) Under God’s government there are many things we can do, and there are 

many more things we cannot do.  We have no control over the rotation 

of the earth, the movement of sun, moon, planets, and stars.   

8) We have ventured into the edge of space, but we cannot travel to distant 

stars and planets light years removed from us.  Our living habits may 

have some slight influence on the climate, but we cannot control the 

weather, we cannot keep earthquakes from happening, and we cannot 

keep volcanoes from erupting. 

9) Ultimately, God the Creator is the governor of the universe, and we are 

wise to acknowledge our dependence on His gracious providence for our 

existence in this world.   

2. God Cares for Animals:  Job 38:39 – 39:13, 19, 26-27. 

A. God Provides for Animals, 38:39-39:8. 

1) While we humans go about our lives on this planet, the animals God 

created also go about their lives on this planet.  Except for attention 

given to animals that are pets, or those on farms, we humans pay very 

little attention to the lives of animals.   

2) This is especially true of people who live in cities, and most of the 

people on this earth live in cities.  In contrast to our lack of interest in the 

daily lives of animals, God is just as much aware of their lives as He is 

of ours, and God provides all that is needed to sustain their lives.  This is 

what God sought to teach Job by the questions in there verses of 

Scripture.   

3) God is the one who gave lions the instinct and ability to obtain their food 

(Job 38:39-40).  God is the one who provides food for the raven, when 

their “young ones cry unto God”, v. 41.   

4) God is the one who provides over the birth of animals, gives them life, 

and provides for their nourishment and growth, (Job 39:1-4). 



5) God is the one who provides for the wild donkey to live in freedom, vv. 

5-8, so that he scorns “the multitude of the city”, v. 7, and feeds on 

mountain pastures, v. 8. 

B. God Rule the Animals, Job 39:9-13, 19, 26-27. 

1) In fairytales, a unicorn is a beautiful white horse with a single horn on its 

head.  In the Bible, the “unicorn”, v. 9, was a very large, very wild, 

bovine creature, the auroch, which was abundant in Bible times but is 

now extinct.   

2) Aurochs stood six feet in height and appeared to have only one horn 

when viewed in profile.  It was impossible to domesticate an auroch, so 

as to make it a useful farm animal for plowing, pulling, or carrying 

loads.   

3) This was the point in God’s questions to Job, vv. 9-12, and also that God 

rules over animals humans cannot domesticate.   

4) Who gives wings to the peacock that can fly, and to the ostrich that does 

not fly, v. 13?  God does, and He also rules over their lives by the 

instincts for survival He has given them, and by His providence for their 

existence.   

5) Horses were domesticated thousands of years ago, and they were, and 

still are, animals much valued by people for their beauty, strength, and 

intelligence, v. 19.  God created horses, and He rules over them for their 

good.   

6) Hawks and eagles are birds of prey who live by their innate wisdom and 

skills as master hunters.  We may be impressed by their beauty and skills 

in flight, but God made them and rules over them, vv. 26-27. 

7) From the beginning, God intended that humans should not live on the 

earth without animals.  God created the animals before He created 

Humans.  When the Flood came, God preserved with Noah and his 

family, a remnant of the animals to repopulate the earth.   

8) Humans always have, and still do, derive many benefits and pleasures 

from having animals on the earth.  This is God’s will, and we should 

thank Him for it, and be partners with God in genuine appreciation for 

all He has created.   

3. God Is Sovereign Over Humankind:  Job 31:1-6; 40:1-5. 

A. God Is Our Judge, Job, 31:1-6. 

1) This passage of Scripture is a part of Job’s final reply to his three friends 

(Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar) who had become his severe critics and 

accusers.  At the conclusion of Job chapter 31, and the beginning of 

chapter 32, there are these words:  “The words of Job are ended.  So 

these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his 

own eyes.”   



2) In fact, Job’s three friends had misjudged him and falsely accused him of 

wrongdoing.  Job was not righteous in his own eyes, but he knew God 

was his judge, and God knew the truth about him.  In fact, Job was not 

being punished by God for wrongdoing, but Job’s faith in God was being 

tested by Satan.   

3) In answer to his three critics and accusers, Job said he had made a 

covenant with his eyes not to sin by lusting after a woman, v. 1.  The 

twin sins of fornication and adultery ensnare many, but Job declared this 

had not been his sin. 

4) Job lived with a consciousness that God was his judge, and because his 

highest desire was to live pleasing to God, he “feared God’, and 

eschewed [turned away from] evil”, Job 1:1.   

5) Job had a reverent fear of God that kept him from committing intentional 

(presumptuous) sins.  Job had regard for the fact that willful sins deprive 

a person of the blessings of God, v. 2, and also invite the judgment of 

God, v. 3.   

6) Job knew God was his judge and ruler, v. 4, and he wanted to be judged 

by God, v. 5-6, because he knew God would be just in judging him, see 

Job 42:7-10. 

B. God Knows Everything, Job 40:1-5. 

1) These verses are a small part of God’s reply to Job’s many statements 

and questions in the Book of Job.  God reminded Job that a human 

cannot instruct or reprove (correct) God, v. 2.   

2) This was such a startling reminder to Job, he immediately replied to 

God, “I am vile; what shall I answer Thee?  I will lay my hand upon my 

mouth”, v. 4.   

3) Job had spoken at length his own opinions, but now he resolved to keep 

silent and listen to God.  The unspoken confession behind Job’s words 

was this, God knows everything, and with His complete knowledge He 

rules over humans.   

4) There is comfort in this for those who love and obey God; but for those 

who sin and refuse to repent, there is only fear, Hebrews 10:31. 

5) God rules over all people and events with sovereign (supreme and 

perfect) authority, power, and knowledge.  Within the framework of His 

sovereignty, God has granted to us the freedom to make choices that 

determine what our own lives will be.   

6) If we choose to live with faith in, love for, and obedience to God, His 

good will for our lives will be accomplished.  But for those who choose 

not to live for God, His overruling will for the ultimate outcome of 

human history will still be done, but they will exclude themselves from 

the accomplishment of God’s good will for their lives.   

 



Call to Discipleship:  As it related to Christian discipleship, the fact that God created 

everything, and rules over and cares for His whole creation, means we must have the desire 

and willingness to see what God is doing, not only in our own lives, but in all the world 

around us.  Seeing what God is doing, we are to respond to His actions with submission and 

cooperation.   

 

Ministry in Action: Seeing that God cares for His whole creation, we minister to God 

(worship Him) by conducting our lives responsibly, according to Holy Scripture, in relation 

to all God has created.  In doing this, we not only do what is pleasing to God, but also do 

what is best for ourselves and for others.   


