
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, August 7, 2022 (Lesson #10)  

 

Praise Almighty God:  Sing praises to God for His matchless greatness.       

 
Scriptures:  Psalms 50:1-6, 16-23; 50:7-15; 147:1-11.                         

 

The Lesson Overview:  There are two main truths to be drawn from Psalms 50 and 147:  

First, God is all-powerful and self-sufficient; therefore, nothing we can give God adds 

anything to His eternal being.  Instead, our worship of God makes us receptive of His 

presence and blessings.  Second, the self-sufficient and all-sufficient God who created and 

sustains the universe, takes pleasure in the praises of His people.  As the supreme and eternal 

Judge, God not only sees our actions but also knows our hearts, Jeremiah 17:9-10.  He 

assesses what we do and the attitude in which we do it, which means we must draw near to 

Him not only with our lips, but also with our hearts, Isaiah 29:13. 

 

Historical Background:  Psalm 50, and 73-83, a total of twelve psalms, are attributed to 

Asaph.  In the time of kings David and Solomon, Asaph was chief of the Temple musicians, 

1 Chronicles 16:5; 2 Chronicles 5:12.  By order of King David, Asaph apparently established 

a school of music, 1 Chronicles 25:1-7; Nehemiah 7:44.  No author is given for Psalm 147, 

but it belongs to the five last of The Psalms, known as “Hallelujah Psalms,” because each 

begins and ends with “Praise ye the Lord,” which phrase in Hebrew is “Hallelujah.”  In the 

Greek Old Testament, Psalm 147 is divided into two psalms:  146 verses 1-11, and 147 

verses 12-20.  This lesson covers only part one, verses 1-11. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Hear and Obey The Flawless Judge:  Psalms 50:1-6, 16-23. 

A. God Is Judge Over All the Earth, vv. 1-6. 

B. God offers Mercy to Sinners, vv. 16-23. 

2. Entreat The Self-Sufficient One: Psalms 50:7-15. 

A. God Rejects Empty Religion, vv. 7-13. 

B. Give to God With Thanksgiving, v. 14-15. 

3. Sing Praises To The Lord:  Psalms 147:1-11. 

A. Reasons to Sing Praises to the Lord, vv. 1-6. 

B. Sing Praises of Thanksgiving, vv. 7-11. 

 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Hear and Obey The Flawless Judge:  Psalm 50:1-6, 16-23. 

A. God Is Judge Over All the Earth, vv. 1-6. 

1) This psalm begins with God calling heaven and earth to gather and 

witness His righteous judgment of His people, vv. 1-4.  It is as though the 

heavenly courtroom is being called into session, and God the Judge is 

about to show up.  In an earthly courtroom, all the people in the room (the 

guilty and the innocent) are called to stand as a sign of respect for the 

judge and the law.   

2) In the word picture here, painted by Asaph, God was coming in His glory, 

which shone from Zion (the Temple Mount in Jerusalem) to the ends of 

the earth, “from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof”, vv. 1-

2.  All of creation is called to honor God in His glory as the court over 

which He presides convenes.  

3) The Lord called His people (Israel), the people with whom He had made a 

covenant, to gather in His presence, v. 5.  As they come, all creation (the 

heavens and the earth, vv. 4, 6) bears witness of the fact that God is 

righteous, and He alone is Judge over all  

4) There is no court to which His judicial decisions can be appealed or 

overturned, because His judgments are right, v. 6, which is believed to be 

a musical notation to pause, and perhaps, a call for the worshipper to 

meditate on what has been said.  

B. God Offers Mercy to Sinners, vv. 16-23. 

1) This psalm falls naturally into three parts, with the first part calling God’s 

court into session, and the last third of the psalm, verses 16-23, being 

God’s indictment against “the wicked”, v. 16.   

2) God inquired of the wicked, what right did they have to speak His word or 

to claim they were observing His covenant?  He said they despised and 

ignored His instructions, v. 17, and engaged in every kings of sinful 

behavior, including theft, adultery, profane language, deceitful behavior, 

and even spread slanderous lies about their own brothers, vv. 18-20. 

3) God said He had silently, without intervening to stop it, observed their 

sinful behavior, but they mistook His silence for permissive approved of 

their behavior, v. 21.   

4) But nothing could have been further from the truth!  In fact, God warned 

them that, if they had forgotten who He was, He could remind them by 

ripping them to shreds, and there would be no one who could save them, 

v. 22. 

5) But then, God offered them mercy, an opportunity to be saved from their 

deserved judgment by repentance.  God said that if they would turn their 

wicked words to praising Him, and change their conversation, manner of 

life, to please Him, they could be saved, v. 23. 



6) The fact that God knows everything we think, say, or do, gives us a 

reason to consider how we live both privately and publicly.  Jesus said, 

“for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall 

not be known”, Matthew 10:26. 

7) When we remember that we will all stand before God to give an account 

for our life, Matthew 12:36; Romans 14:12, it should motivate us to live 

in such a way that our thoughts, words, and actions will praise and glorify 

God.   

8) Thankfully, as the Apostle Peter said, “The Lord is not slack concerning 

His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering toward us, 

not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”, 

2 Peter 3:9.  Genuine repentance always allows us to receive God’s 

amazing grace.  

2. Entreat The Self-Sufficient One:  Psalm 50:7-15. 

A. God Rejects Empty Religion, vv. 7-13. 

1) In these verses, the middle third of Psalm 50, is God’s testimony against 

Israel, in which He reminded them that He is God, and He was their God, 

v. 7.  They were in a covenant relationship with God, and they brought 

their sacrifices to His temple to offer to Him.  

2) Outwardly, they were going through the motions of obeying God, but 

spiritually they were disconnected from God.  He had no need to reprove 

them for failing to engage in the ritualistic performance of their religious 

duties according to the law of Moses, v. 8. 

3) They were, ceremonially, observing the Law with their animal sacrifices, 

but God really had no need of their sacrifices, v. 9, because all the 

animals, both domesticated and wild, belong to Him, vv. 10-11. 

4) God said He did not need Israel’s sacrifices for His food, to satisfy His 

hunger, because the whole world, and all that is in it, belongs to Him.  

The Gentiles believed their gods needed sacrifices for food.  But the God 

of Israel said He had no need “to eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood 

of goats”, v. 13.   

5) The point of all this was that Israel’s practice of religion, with the offering 

of sacrifices, without sincerely loving and obeying God, was meaningless 

to Him.   

6) When we take what God said to Israel about vain religion, and apply it to 

our lives today, it has the same practical meaning.  We do not offer animal 

sacrifices to God in a temple, and do not have all the religious rituals and 

ceremonies the ancient Israelites had, but we may go through the motions 

of corporate worship in church, without loving and obeying God with all 

of our heat, soul, mind, and strength. 

7) When we do this, God is not glorified, and we do not receive the spiritual 

benefits we could receive from the sincere worship of God.   



B. Give to God With Thanksgiving, vv. 14-15. 

a) In these two verses, God revealed what He wanted of Israel.  Instead of 

their merely going through the motions of observing the law of Moses, 

God said they should offer their worship and sacrifices to Him with 

“thanksgiving,” and they should keep their commitments (“vows”) made 

to Him, v. 14.   

b) All of our giving to God of time, resources, abilities, and worship and 

praise, should be with “thanksgiving,” with an appreciation of the fact that 

everything we have belongs to God, so we only give back to God what 

already belongs to Him. 

c) As verse 15 says, the reward of people whose hearts are right with God, is 

that they will call on the Lord “in the day of trouble,” they will be 

delivered from trouble by the Lord, and they will glorify the Lord for their 

deliverance.   

d) In our relationship with God, one right thing leads to another.  People who 

worship and give to God with a grateful heart, gain God’s approval, so 

that when trouble comes, God is their deliverer.  Then, those whom God 

delivers from trouble, praise and glorify God.   

e) In contrast to this outcome, when our heart is not really in our worship 

and giving to God, we put ourselves in peril of being overcome by the 

troubles of live.  

f) In the Old Testament, sacrifices refers to the required sacrifices for 

atonement for sins and purification ceremonies, while offerings refer to 

voluntary sacrifices of animals, grain, flour, olive oil, and wine to express 

gratitude to God. 

g) Tithing was a tenth of one’s profit (increase) or income, commanded to be 

given for the support of the priests.  As Christians, we do not offer 

sacrifices of animals or produce to God, but we do practice tithing and 

giving of money, and we are exhorted to “offer the sacrifice of praise to 

God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name”, 

Hebrews 13:15.   

h) In all of our giving to God, let us be sure that first, we give our own selves 

to the Lord, 2 Corinthians 8:5. 

3. Sing Praises To The Lord:  Psalms 147:1-11. 

A. Reasons to Sing Praises to the Lord, Psalm 147:1-6. 

1) This was a psalm written for worship in Jerusalem following the return of 

the Jews form Babylonian captivity, 537 BC and following.  These who, 

by God’s providence, had been released form captivity in Babylon, were 

taught by this psalm to sing praises to the Lord; and, in verses 1-3, 

reasons are given for singing to the Lord: 

a) It is pleasant; 

b) It is comely [beautiful]; 



c) Because the Lord builds up Jerusalem; 

d) Because the Lord gathers His people; 

e) Because the Lord heals the broken-heated and heals their wounds. 

2) “It is a beautiful and precious thought, that He who counts and names the 

stars, v. 4, is He who heals the broken-hearted, v. 3” (Irwin’s Bible 

Commentary).   

3) He who counts and names the stars is the great Lord who created 

everything by His great power, and He has infinite (unlimited) 

understanding of all things, v. 5.  By His great goodness, the Lord lifts up 

the meek and casts the wicked to the ground, v. 6.   

4) Life can bring pain and sorrow, but there is much good for which we can 

sing praises to the Lord, and when we do, He lifts our spirits and restores 

our joy.   

B. Sing Praises of Thanksgiving, Psalm 147:7-11. 

1) Here, we are encouraged to sing praises to the Lord, with an emphasis on 

thanksgiving, v. 7.  We praise God for His attributes (character, nature, 

and infinite power, knowledge, and wisdom); we thank God for His works 

(creation, redemption from sin, healing, delivering, and justice); and we 

also praise and thank Him for being who He is, and for doing what He 

does, vv. 8-9. 

2) The reference in verse 10 is to tow branches of the military in the ancient 

world, the cavalry (soldiers mounted on horses) and the infantry (soldiers 

on foot).   

3) The nations of the ancient world, like nations today, depended on tier 

armies for protections against invading enemy nations.  After the fall of 

Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 586 BC, Israel ceased to exist politically 

as a nation, and had no army.   

4) Nevertheless, the Lord protected the Jews in captivity, freed them by His 

providence to repopulate Jerusalem and Judea.  Thus, the Lord’s delight 

(pleasure) is not found in armies, but in those who have a reverent fear of 

Him and hope in His mercy, v. 11.  For this, too, we should sing praises of 

thanksgiving to the Lord. 

5) If you have ever been the leader of praise and worship for a congregation, 

you likely know how disappointing it can be, to look out and see people 

who seem unwilling to engage in genuine worship of the Lord.   

6) We cannot control what others do in a worship setting, but we can choose, 

individually, to give God our best praise and thanksgiving from the heart 

in worship.   

7) When enough individuals decide to do this, corporate worship can 

become a beautiful, life-transforming experience of the Lord present with 

His people.  To experience this should be our aspiration every time we 

gather for corporate worship.   



Call to Discipleship:  Shortly before He was betrayed by Judas, Jesus and His disciples sang 

a hymn (Mark 14:26).  When Paul and Silas were in prison, they prayed and sang praises to 

God, Acts 16:25.  Seeing that Jesus on the night of His betrayal, and Paul and Silas in prison, 

sang songs of worship, then certainly, we who are disciples of Jesus, should sing praises to 

God in all circumstances of life.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Often, a hymn or chorus sung in Sunday worship will follow us home, 

and we will find ourselves singing the words at home, at work, or in our private devotions.  

This is a beneficial extension of the ongoing ministry of singing praises and thanksgiving to 

God.   

 

 

 


