
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, August 29, 2021  

 

Keeping the Church Pure:  The Church is to remain holy in an impure 

world.    

 
Scriptures:  1 Corinthians 5:1-13; Matthew 18:15-17; Philippians 4:8-9; 1 John 2:15-17. 

 

The Lesson Overview:  Defending the Christian faith requires believers in Christ to live truly 

Christlike lives as much as it requires Biblical preaching and teaching in answer to the world.  

Orthodoxy (right doctrine) within the Church.  Words of witness fall to the ground when 

those words are not backed by a life of witness.  As believers in Christ, we are appointed by 

Him to “be” His witnesses, with our life and also with our words.   Therefore, this lesson is 

about the need to maintain the spiritual and moral purity of the Church.  This lesson 

considers a case study in the church at Corinth where laxity in discipline required apostolic 

correction.   

 

Historical Background:  This lesson includes a case study from 1 Corinthians 5.  During his 

second missionary journey (AD 50-52), the Apostle Paul ministered eighteen months 

establishing the church at Corinth.  Five years later, in the spring of AD 57, while at Ephesus, 

Paul wrote and sent to the Corinthians the letter we call “First Corinthians.”  Most Bible 

scholars believe Paul wrote at least three and four letters to the church at Corinth, addressing 

problems in the church.  It is believed “First Corinthians” was, in fact, the second letter Paul 

had written to the Corinthians (see 1 Corinthians 5:9-11).  The letter we call “Second 

Corinthians” was written at Rome, summer of AD 62. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Deceived By Pagan Influences:  1 Corinthians 5:1-8. 

A. A Shocking Development, vv. 1-2. 

B. A Call to Purity, vv. 3-8. 

2. An Authoritative Decision:  I Corinthians 5:9-13. 

A. Clarification of Previous Direction, vv. 9-10. 

B. Clean Your House, vv. 11-13. 

3. Committed To God’s Standard: Matthew 18:15-17; Philippians 4:8-9; 1 John 2:15-17. 

A. Correction Discipline in the Church, Matt. 18:15-17. 

B. Order Your Affections, Philippians 4:8-9; 1 John 2:15-17. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Deceived By Pagan Influence, 1 Corinthians 5:1-8. 

A. A Shocking Development, vv. 1-2.   

1) The church at Corinth provides an important case study in the dangers of 

lax discipline and impurity in the church.  It was reported to Paul that a 

man within the church had taken to having sexual intercourse with his 

father’s wife.   

2) Bible scholars have always believed this case of incest was not with the 

son’s biological mother, but with his stepmother.  Still, the Apostle Paul 

was shocked on two levels at the gravity of this sin by a member of the 

church.   

3) First, this was a sin of incest strictly forbidden by the Old Testament 

(Leviticus 18:8, 29’ 20:11) and by Roman law, which is why Paul said, it 

was “not so much as named among the Gentiles.”   

4) Second, the complacency of the church regarding this sin in their midst 

was scandalous and completely without explanation or excuse.  

5) Seeing that Paul only dealt with the sinning man in this instance, it 

appears the woman with whom the incestuous man was having this 

relationship was not a member of the church.   

6) Whereas the Corinthian Church should have responded in grief over this 

sin, and with a stern rebuke of the sinning man, they were, instead, 

“puffed up, and [had] not rather mourned, that he that [had] done this 

deed might be taken away from among [them]”, v. 2.   

7) The Corinthians were “puffed up,” that is, proud, arrogant, even boastful 

of their lax attitude regarding this sinner in their midst.  What possible 

explanation could there be for such an attitude regarding this reproach to 

Christ in their midst? 

8) Possibly there had arisen in the church teachings about so-called 

“enlightened spirituality” that separated the deeds of the body from the 

spiritual state of the individual.   

9) Such thinking allowed the body to satisfy its lusts, while maintaining that 

the spirit of the individual remained pure and unaffected by the deeds of 

the body.  Such thinking was completely at odds with Christian teaching, 

see 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:15-20. 

B. A Call to Purity, vv. 3-8. 

1) The Apostle Paul commanded the Corinthian Church to take immediate 

disciplinary action against the man who was committing incest with his 

stepmother.   

2) Paul said that when the church came together for this disciplinary action, 

he would be present with them in spirit, v. 3, and they would be acting “in 

the name [authority] of our Lord Jesus Christ”, v. 4.   



3) These facts about their gathering emphasized the serious nature of their 

required disciplinary action against the incestuous sinner in their midst. 

4) The Apostle Paul commanded that the church, in an official disciplinary 

meeting, deliver the incestuous man “unto Satan for the destruction of the 

flesh, that the spirit be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”, v. 5.   

5) In simplest terms, this meant the sinner was to be excommunicated from 

the fellowship of the Church, and thus removed from the divine 

protections granted by God for Christ’s sake to those who are members of 

the Church.   

6) Without these protections, the sinner was deemed to be left entirely to the 

destructive power of Satan, but with the intention this would cause the 

sinner to recognize his need of God and be brought to repentance and 

salvation. 

7) The failure of the Corinthian Church to rebuke and expel from their 

fellowship the incestuous man in their midst posed a serious danger to the 

spiritual and moral well-being of the whole church. 

8) Paul called attention to this by reminding his audience of a well-known 

fact: “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump [of dough]”, v. 6.  

Fermented dough (leaven) was regarded as corrupted.  

9) However, when a small piece of fermented dough was mixed into a larger 

lump of dough, the whole lump would become fermented and rise (fill 

with air bubbles).   

10) This was useful for baking “light” bread. But Paul’s purpose was to 

point out that, like as leaven spreads through a whole lump of dough, so 

sin, if permitted freely in the church, will contaminate the whole church, 

v. 7-8. 

11) The problems presented by the Corinthian case continue to this day.  

Though that specific sin may not be the issue, other sins may be permitted 

and even condoned for a variety of invalid reasons.   

12) Interestingly, such errors still frequently involve sexual immorality. 

In this cases, sexual sins are allowed under the guise of new 

understanding of Scriptural teaching that agree with cultural ideas or 

misguided notions of grace and love.   

13) The words of the Apostle Paul still challenge us:  Remove the 

leaven.  Remove the sinner from your midst.  Churches must obey 

Scripture, and we, as individual believers in Christ, must examine and 

keep our lives pure.   

2. An Authoritative Decision:  1 Corinthians 5:9-13. 

A. Clarification of Previous Direction, vv. 9-10. 

1) One of the reasons Paul was surprised over the Corinthian laxity 

regarding the sinner in their midst, was because he had previously given 

them directions about this issue.   



2) Commentators agree that Paul was referring in verse 9 to a letter he wrote 

to the church prior to the letter we call “First Corinthians.”  In the earlier 

letter, Paul gave instructions about associating with immoral people.   

3) He clarifies it here so there can be no mistake.  Paul did not mean that 

Christians should avoid all social contact with sexually immoral people 

who were not Christians, v. 10, because this would be practically 

impossible.  Moreover, to disassociate oneself from all sinners would 

make it impossible for a Christian to be a witness for Christ to unsaved 

people.   

4) When it comes to the issue of Christians associating with people who are 

not believers in Christ, Jesus Christ Himself is our supreme example.   

5) Jesus was a friend of sinners, but He did not commit sin, and neither did 

He have a permissive or condoning attitude toward sin.  

6) While we who believe in Christ will never be sinless as He was, we 

should follow His example of befriending sinners without sinning or 

condoning sin.   

B. Clean Your House, vv. 11-13. 

1) Paul made explicit in this letter, what he thought should have been clear in 

his previous letter.  While believers in Christ were not to cut off all 

associations with non-Christians, they were to sever their fellowship with 

any professing Christian who persisted in willful sinning.   

2) This applied not only to sexually immoral sins (fornication), but also such 

flagrant sins as greed, idolatry, false accusation, drunkenness, and stealing 

by extortion, v. 11.   

3) This list is not exhaustive, the point being that professing Christians 

engaging willfully in conspicuously despicable sins were to be completely 

shunned by other Christians, vv. 11-13.   

4) Churches fail themselves and the unsaved world when they condemn the 

sinfulness of outsiders while turning a blind eye to the evil in their own 

midst.   

5) This is a particular challenge today.  Many religiously conservative 

churches are quick to decry political corruption, wicked media, and 

immoral celebrities.  Their stances on certain social-moral issues in well-

known. 

6) However, this becomes harmful to the cause of the Gospel, if their same 

churches permit immoral and abusive behavior in their own ranks.  This is 

even worse when evil is tolerated among the church’s leadership.  

7) As important as it may be for us to speak out against evil in the world, it 

is equally important that we not allow evil in our own lives and in the 

corporate life of the church. 

3. Committed To God’s Standard:  Matthew 18:15-17; Philippians 4:8-9; 1 John 2:15-17. 

A. Corrective Discipline in the Church, Matt. 18:15-17. 



1) In this passage of Scripture, Jesus gave a process for dealing with 

Christians who sin one against another, v. 15.  The process begins with a 

person-to-person meeting between the offended person and the offender, 

v, 15.   

2) If these two individuals can come to a peaceful settlement of the issue 

between them, the matter is settled and need not be brought to the 

attention of the church. 

3) On the other hand, if the offender refuses to make peace with the offended 

person, then the offended person, will ask two or three witnesses to 

accompany him in an attempt to settle the issue between the offended 

person and the offender, v. 16.   

4) If this also fails to settle the issue between the offended person and the 

offender, then the case is to be brought to the church for its judgment and 

discipline in the case, v. 17.   

5) If the offender will not accept the decision and discipline of the church, 

then “let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican.”  That is, the 

offender is to be excluded from the fellowship of the church.   

6) In this process, the hope is that issues involving one Christian sinning 

against another can be settle peacefully without involving the whole 

church.   

7) Finally, if an offending Christian must be excluded from the fellowship of 

the church for rejecting its discipline, the hope is that the offender will be 

motivated to repent and return to the fellowship of the church.  The 

offender, while outside the fellowship of the church, should be prayer for 

and ministered to the same as to any non-believer.  

B. Order Your Affections, Philippians 4:8-9; 1 John 2:15-17. 

1) The moral and spiritual disaster in the Corinthian Church resulted from 

their failure to intentionally direct their affections toward things true, 

honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtue, and praise (Philippians 

4:8).   

2) It has ben said the Christian life is lived by the power of a new affection – 

a love for God and all that has to do with God.  This is the reason why the 

Apostle John warned his fellow Christians, “if any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him”, 1 Jn. 2:15. 

3) When John warned against loving the world, he was referring to the evil 

world system of this age that is opposed to God.  The evil world system is 

dominate by “lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 

life”, 1 Jn. 2:16.   

4) These are the same temptations by which Adam and Eve fell into sin, 

Genesis 3:6, and the same temptations Jesus overcame in the wilderness, 

Luke 4:1-13.   



5) To live in holiness as God commands, we must reject love of the world, 

and intentionally set our affections on God and all things godly. 

6) The Biblical counsel for right living is well-rounded.  It involves the 

heart, the mind, the soul, the body, and relationships with other.  In all of 

these, we are directed by the Bible to live according to the Bible.   

7) If the promised result of a life ordered by Scripture is peace (with God, 

with self, and with others), we might consider what a lack of peace might 

mean.   

8) Do we find an absence of personal peace, peace in our homes, peace in 

our churches?  If so, what occupies our attention?  Are we allowing our 

affections to be pulled in the wrong direction?  If we follow the Bible, our 

affections will be directed to God, and He will give us peace.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Regarding church discipline, the Apostle Paul commanded, “if a man 

be overtaken in a fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; 

considering yourself, lest you also be tempted”, Galatians 6:1.  Doing this will keep us from 

becoming harsh and punitive toward those who sin, and also from becoming permissive 

toward sinning.   

 

Ministry in Action:  The Holy Spirit in us groans in intercession and longing for the new 

creation (Romans 8:22-26).  Encourage intercessory prayer for one another and your 

community.  


