
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, August 21, 2022 (Lesson #12)  

 

Acclaim Our Gracious God:  God is gracious and compassionate.       

 
Scriptures:  Psalms 111:1-10; 112:1-10; 113:1-9.                           

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is about God’s grace and compassion, as experienced in 

the lives of those who trust in Him.  The worship of God emerges spontaneously and 

enthusiastically from His people, who pause to consider the many ways God’s grace has 

secured their salvation and His compassion has preserved those who trust in Him.  When 

considering the ways God has extended His grace and compassion to us, we are made aware 

that, without these blessings of His love and mercy given to us, we would be unsaved from 

our sins, and would, ultimately, perish in our sins.  But instead, we prosper spiritually, and in 

other ways, as recipients of God’s great goodness extended to us.   

 

Historical Background:  Authorship of the three psalms in this lesson is not known, but it is 

thought they were written during the time of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, post-

captivity Jews instrumental in the building of the Second Temple, completed in 516 BC.  

Psalm 111 and 112 are acrostic in structure, meaning the lines are keyed to the letters in the 

Hebrew alphabet, in the order in which those 22 letters occur, as an aid to memorization.  

Both psalms occur, as an aid to memorization.  Both psalms encourage praising the Lord for 

salvation.  Psalm 113 is the first of six psalms known as Hallelujah Psalms (113-118) that 

encourage praising the Lord.  Psalm 113 anticipated the coming of the Messiah in His 

humility.  

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Reasons for Wholehearted Worship:  Psalm 111:1-10. 

A. Worship God for His Wonderful Works, vv. 1-5. 

B. Worship God for His Faithful Word, vv. 6-10. 

2. Lead A Grace-Filled Life:  Psalm 112:1-10. 

A. Grace Helps Us Live Right, vv. 1-4. 

B. Grace Makes Us Generous, vv. 5-10. 

3. Exalt The Uplifting One:  Psalm 113:1-9. 

A. Praise God Who is Above, vv. 1-5. 

B. Praise God Who Is With Us, vv. 6-9. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Reasons For Wholehearted Worship:  Psalm 111:1-10. 

A. Worship God for His Wonderful Works, vv. 1-5. 

1) This psalm begins with the exhortation, “Praise ye the Lord,” which, in 

Hebrew, is the single word Hallelujah.  This is followed immediately with 

the personal assertion, “I will praise the Lord with my whole heart.”   

2) The “I” in this assertion could be the one leading the singing of the psalm, 

or any of the individuals accompanying the leader in singing the psalm. 

The point of this is, any singer of this psalm is expected to praise 

(worship) the Lord wholeheartedly.   

3) The first verse of this psalm also reveals it was composed to the sung by a 

congregation engaged in corporate worship, “in the assembly of the 

upright.”   

4) That word assembly, in Hebrew, means the same thing we mean by a 

church gathered for corporate worship – “the congregation.”  This is not 

simply a gathering of people, it is a gathering of “the upright,” meaning 

those who have been brought by God into a right relationship with 

Himself.  

5) By virtue of what God has done in reconciling these worshipers to 

Himself, surely they should desire to worship Him with their “whole 

heart.” 

6) Following the call to worship, v. 1, “the works of the Lord”, v. 2 are cited. 

vv. 3-5, as reasons for worshiping the Lord with one’s whole heart.  God’s 

works are so great, they “are sought out” by all who take pleasure in His 

works.  And who takes pleasure in the works of God?  Those whom God 

has redeemed to Himself to be His people.  

7) All that God does is “honorable and glorious: and His righteousness [His 

doing only what is right] endures forever”, v. 3.   

8) Therefore, God’s wonderful (amazing) works are to be remembered and 

celebrated by His people, v. 4, as evidences that “His righteousness 

endures forever”, v. 3.  And in the remembering and celebrating of God’s 

“wonderful works,” we see that He “is gracious and full of compassion”, 

v. 4.   

9) God gives food (“meat,” as, for example, Manna in the wilderness to 

Israel) to those who have a reverent fear of Him, and He is always 

mindful of His covenant relationship with His people, v. 5.   

10) Wholehearted worship of the Lord discloses to our minds and 

hearts a spiritual vision of the Lord in whom we trust. 

B. Worship God for His Faithful Word, vv. 6-10. 

1) For the Israelites (the Jews), God’s powerful works were His way of 

keeping His promise to give them the land of Canaan – “the heritage of 

the heathen [the Gentiles]”, v. 6.   



2) Put simply, God’s works are proof of His faithfulness to keep His Word.  

The works of God are “verity [truth] and judgment [justice],” 

demonstrated in what He does, v. 7.   

3) Therefore, we know God’s “commandments are sure”, v. 7, meaning we 

can depend on them to be morally right and for our well-being.  God’s 

commandments, found in the Bible, “stand forever,” and they “are done 

[put into practice] in truth and uprightness”, v. 8. 

4) God “sent [and sends] redemption to His people, v. 9.  In the case of Israel 

(the Jews), they were redeemed by God from slavery in Egypt, and about 

900 years later, they were redeemed by God from captivity in Babylon.   

5) But of greatest importance, the Israelites (the Jews) were redeemed by 

God from sinful living, but faith in God and obedience to His Word.  For 

their redemption from sin, God made the covenant of the Law with Israel, 

v. 9, in anticipation of the coming of Jesus the Messiah, through whom 

God has made the covenant of grace with those who believe in Christ.   

6) The fact is, people have always been saved from sin by faith in God and 

the grace of God.  Everyone who has ever been saved, everyone who is 

being saved, and everyone who ever will be saved, was saved, is saved, 

and will be saved by Jesus Christ, whom God has made the only Savior of 

sinners, Acts 4:12. 

7) God’s name is “holy and reverend”, v. 9; therefore a reverent fear of the 

Lord “is the beginning of wisdom,”  and those who obey His 

commandments have “good understanding”, v. 10.   

8) By this wisdom and understanding, people are brought into a right 

relationship with God.  Among those who, by faith, grace and obedience, 

live in right relationship with God, “his praise [his praising God] endures 

forever”, v. 10. 

9) In thinking about reasons for wholehearted worship of God, it is 

spiritually beneficial to realize that wholehearted worship of God requires 

of us a commitment to worshipping God with our whole life.  

10) Too often, Christians tend to think about worship only in terms of 

what they do in a church service:  singing, praying, praising, and listening 

to the Word.   

11) All of these things are good and necessary, but, with private and 

family devotions, in the ways in which we relate to other people, in the 

attitudes we project, in the words we speak, and in all the deeds we do.  

We have countless reasons to worship God with our whole life.   

2. Lead A Grace-Filled Life:  Psalm 112:1-10. 

A. Grace Helps Us Live Right, vv. 1-4. 

1) Seeing the word grace occurs nowhere in this psalm, how does this psalm 

imply it is about a grace-filled life?  By simple definition, the word grace, 

as it is used in the Bible, means: 



a) The undeserved and unmerited favor God extends to us to save us 

from sin; 

b) The undeserved and unearned favor of God by which He works for, 

in, and through us, to accomplish His good will in our lives.   

2) The person presented in this psalm is described as being “gracious, and 

full of compassion, and righteous”, v. 4.  This is the description of a 

grace-filled life.   

3) The person is “blessed” of God,” who has a reverent fear of “the Lord\,” 

and delights in knowing and obeying “His commandments”, v. 1.  Some 

of the specific ways in which this person is said to be blessed of God 

follows: 

a) “his seed [children] shall be mighty upon the earth:” because they, 

too, will be an upright generation, who are blessed of the Lord, v. 2. 

b) The “might” of the upright is in living victorious over sin and evil 

by the grace of God.  

c) Next, “wealth and riches” will be in the house of the person who is 

blessed of God; 

d) And his “righteousness [right living]” will endure forever, v. 3.  

While right living tends to make people more prosperous, even in 

poor societies, it is a mistake to think of “wealth and riches” only in 

terms of material possessions.   

4) The person with a grace-filled life may be financially wealthy, but that 

person will certainly be rich in the godly (and Christlike) virtues that will 

bless other.   

5) To such a person, the light of God in his or her life will cause this person 

to be “gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous”, v. 4.   

B. Grace Makes Us Generous, vv. 5-10. 

1) The person who is blessed of the Lord with a grace-filled life, v. 4, is also 

generous.  He “shows favor and lends”, v. 5, and he give “to the poor”, 

v.9.  It is not possible to be a genuine disciple of Jesus Christ and be 

stingy.   

2) Having received grace from God means we have freely received, and we 

are motivated by God’s grace to freely give.  Living a grace-filled life will 

be characterized by a generous spirit toward others.   

3) When we are made generous by God’s grace, there are additional 

blessings that come to us from God: 

a) A life guided by “discretion [good judgment]”, v. 5; 

b) Steadfastness in righteousness” “he shall not be afraid...[because] 

his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord, v. 7. 

c) Such a person is defended and vindicated by God, vv. 8-10. 



4) Throughout the Bible, the people of God are said to experience God’s 

grace.  The Gospel says, “Of His [Christ’s] fullness [of grace] have all we 

[who believe in him] received, and grace from [more] grace”, John 1:16. 

5) Therefore, as the people of God (believers in Christ), having received the 

grace of Christ, we are to live graciously, having His grace manifested 

through us, in our attitudes, words, and deeds.   

6) Thus, grace received, and grace dispensed by us to bless other, returns to 

God for His glory.  When we are made generous by grace, those who are 

blessed by our generosity will “see [our] good works and glorify [our] 

Father in heaven”, Matthew 5:16. 

3. Exalt The Uplifting One:  Psalm 113:1-9. 

A. Praise God Who Is Above Us, vv. 1-5. 

1) As noted earlier, Psalm 113 is the first of a group of six psalms, because 

they emphasize praising the Lord.  In the first verse of this psalm, the 

word praise occurs three times!   

2) The Hebrew word for praise, means “to shine, to praise, to boast.”  

Praising God means to shine a light on God, not on ourselves, as we boast 

of Him.   

3) The words “blessed be” mean to reverence “the name of the Lord”, v. 2. 

All day, every day, from the time the sun comes up until it goes down, we 

are exhorted to praise the name of the Lord, v. 3.   

4) Verse 4 and 5 give a reason for continually praising God.  These verses 

tell of what theologians call God’s transcendence.  This word means, as 

these verses say, that God, by virtue of His eternal and all-powerful 

existence in perfect goodness and love, is high above all created things, 

and there is no one who can be compared with Him.   

5) The chief reason we should praise God is because of who He is.  God is 

the ultimate Person and Reality, and the Maker of the universe and all that 

is in it, Acts 17:24.  God is infinitely above us, and for this we should 

praise Him.  

B. Praise God Who Is With Us, vv. 6-9. 

1) God is infinitely above us (transcendent), and He is also with us, 

intentionally involved in our lives; that is, God is immanent, the term used 

for this by theologians.  God humbles Himself to take notice of things 

being done in heaven and on earth, v. 6.   

2) Several ways are listed in which god involves Himself in the affairs of 

humans: 

a) God helps the poor and needy, v. 7; 

b) He elevates the lowly and give them seats of honor, v. 8; 

c) and He gives the barren woman a home and makes her a “joyful 

mother of children”, v. 9.   



3) Then, the psalm ends as it began, with the phrase “Praise ye the Lord.” 

The fact that the transcendent God is also the immanent God who dwells 

with us, and takes a personal interest in our lives, is certainly a reason to 

praise Him.   

4) We are told there are probably about 7.8 billion people on this earth.  The 

questions arises, “How can God know all about every person, and be 

personally interested and involved in every person’s life?   

5) The problem with that questions is that it does not take into account who 

God is.  A human can be personally and intimately involved in the lives of 

only a few people, but God is not a human.   

6) To experience God’s personal involvement in our lives, we must believe 

God is a big as the Bible says He is, and that He is also as involved in our 

lives as the Bible says He is.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  As followers of Jesus Christ, we are also followers of God as His dear 

children, Ephesians 5:1, and God the Father loves His children, 1 John 5:1. 

 

Ministry in Action:  Let us consider how we can demonstrate to others, that God personally 

cares about them and their needs.  This may require of us a gift of time, talent, or treasure to 

help others.  


