
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, August 14, 2022 (Lesson #11)  

 

Glorify the Sovereign King:  Glorify the living God, who is sovereignly 

active in the affairs of humankind.         

 
Scriptures:  Psalms 115: 1-8, 9-18; 65:1-13.                           

 

The Lesson Overview:  In this lesson, the theme of “Worship in the Psalms” continues by 

exploring what it means to “glorify” God, and why He is worthy of the glory we offer 

through our praise and worship.  In contrast to the false gods of the world, our God blesses 

all who live for Him.  His provisions for our spiritual, material, and physical life, merit our 

highest praise.  When the church glorifies God, it sends a message to the world that the God 

we serve provides benefits for His people the world cannot give.  Our God is the Sovereign 

King of the universe who inhabits eternity, and also lives with us, Isaiah 57:15, giving us 

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit, Romans 14:17. 

 

Historical Background:  Psalm 115 is located in the fifth and final division of The Psalms 

(107-150), which are generally psalms of praise and worship.  The author of Psalm 115 is 

unknown, but the writer effectively exposed the total weakness of false gods, in contrast to 

Yahweh, the all-powerful God of Israel, who provides for His people.  Psalm 65 is a psalm of 

David, declaring that victory over sins is made possible by God’s grace.  This psalm also 

celebrates God’s abundant provision through nature to sustain all living creatures on earth.  

Psalms 115 and 65 inform and remind us, that we who live for God have countless reasons 

for which to glorify Him with our whole life.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Glorify The Living God:  Psalm 115:1-8. 

A. All Glory Belongs to God, vv. 1-3. 

B. The Sham of False Gods, vv. 4-8. 

2. Glorify The Mindful Master:  Psalm 115:9-18. 

A. God is Ever Mindful of Us, vv. 9-14. 

B. We Will Glorify Our God, vv. 15-18. 

3. Glorify The Awesome Provider:  Psalm 65:1-13. 

A. Glorify God for Acceptance, vv. 1-7. 

B. Glorify God for His Providence vv. 8-13. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Glorify The Living God: Psalm 115:1-8. 

A. All Glory Belongs to God, vv. 1-3. 

1) This psalm begins with the honest confession that Israel was not 

deserving of glory, but that the Lord is deserving of glory, in 

acknowledgement of His mercy and truth, v. 1.   

2) Remember, The Psalms were the hymnal for the post-Captivity Jews who 

worshipped in the Second Temple, built by Zerubbabel, who was a 

descendant of the house of David, appointed governor of the Jews in 

Judah by Cyrus, king of Persia.   

3) The post-Captivity Jews were well aware of how badly their ancestors had 

failed God, resulting in the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by 

King Nebuchadnezzar the Babylonian.   

4) In summary, the first verse of this psalm says God’s deliverance of the 

Jews from captivity in Babylon, 607-537 BC, was first, for the glory of 

His own name; second, it was an act of mercy for His people; and third, it 

was God being true to His Word.   

5) God spoke through Jeremiah the prophet, who warned the Jews they 

would be taken into captivity, but God would, after 70 years had passed, 

restore them to their land, Jeremiah 29:10.   

6) The post-captivity Jews knew they deserved no glory for their survival of, 

an return were entirely the work of God, manifesting His mercy and the 

truthfulness of His promises to Israel, the Jews, by resetting the Jews in 

the land God had promised to the heirs of Abraham.  

7) The post-Captivity Jews’ Gentiles neighbors, (“the heathen”) asked, 

regarding them, “Where is now their God?”, v. 2.  Their God was not 

visible to physical eyes, but His favor to them could not be denied by 

anyone with the spiritual perception to see the truth.   

8) The Jews confessed their God was present with them, and He was (and is) 

also in the heavens, where He rules over the whole world, and does what 

pleases Him, v. 3.  Therefore, all glory belongs to Him.   

B. The Sham of False Gods, vv. 4-8. 

1) The heathen (Gentiles) could no longer question the power and majesty of 

the God of Israel, Psalm 115:2-3.  This psalm challenged idolatrous 

Gentiles to take a long hard look at their gods.  They gave the images of 

their gods mouths, eyes, ears, noses, hands, and feet, but their gods were 

not alive.  

2) They were powerless, worthless, and deserving of ridicule, vv. 4-7.  The 

false gods of the Gentiles could, in no way, be compared with the living 

Almighty God of Israel, the Maker of the heavens and the earth, Genesis 

1:1. 



3) While the one true God created humans in His image, the idolatrous 

Gentiles created their false gods in their image, which means their gods 

were sinners, and condoned all the sins desired by those who made them. 

4) Therefore, the false gods of the Gentiles encouraged their worshipers to 

sinful living.  Consequently, those who worshiped false gods were like 

their gods, v. 8.   

5) In contrast to the false gods of the Gentiles, the God of Israel declared 

Himself to be holy, condemned and forbade sin, and commanded of His 

worshipers righteous (holy) living.   

6) All who worship false gods, including those who worship self or some 

other person, material things, sinful pleasures, popularity, worldly 

ideologies and philosophies, and worldly power, are corrupted and worse 

by their “religion”, not better. 

7) Sometimes we miss the majesty of the moment and fail to see the glorious 

works of God in our lives and in the world around us.  Certainly, creation 

declares God’s glory, if we will take the time to see it, Romans 1:20, but 

God also works in more personal ways that sometimes go unnoticed.   

8) God brought Israel out of captivity on two occasions, first from Egypt, 

and later from Babylon, and Psalm 115:1 declares that all the glory for 

that belongs to God.   

9) Likewise, every true believer in Christ has been delivered by God from 

the bondage of sin.  We could not and did not save ourselves from sin.  

For Christ’s sake, God extended His saving grace to us.  For this, all glory 

goes to God, and to Christ; and we should never cease saying so, with our 

words and deeds.   

2. Glorify The Mindful Master:  Psalms 115: 9-18. 

A. God Is Ever Mindful of Us, vv. 9-14. 

1) As a result of what God had done for Israel, this psalm called “Israel,” the 

priests of Israel (the “house of Aaron”), and all who “fear the Lord,” to 

continue trusting in the Lord, vv. 9-11.   

2) God had shown Israel that He would be their “help” and their “Shield”, 

vv. 9-11, and He will be the help and shield for all who trust in Him.  

Because God has proven His willingness to employ His power on behalf 

of His people, it should encourage and increase our faith and trust in Him.   

3) God is mindful of His people, which means He does not save us and them 

forget us.  Instead, God is “our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble”, Psalms 46:1.   

4) In addition to being our “help” in time of trouble, God is also our 

“shield,” meaning we have His protection against evil.   

5) God did not bring the Jews out of the Captivity, and then leave them to 

fend for themselves.  God was still with them, to bless them with increase 



“more and more,” and this blessing also extended to their “children”, v. 

14. 

6) As a judgment of God for their extreme sinfulness and idolatry, the 

Jewish nation had suffered through a time of destruction, death, captivity 

and exile.   

7) But when they repented, and allowed God to renew their relationship with 

Him, He restored them to their homeland – Judea and Jerusalem.  

Resettled in the land promised to them by God, the blessings of God on 

them were continuing.   

B. We Will Glorify Our God, vv. 15-18. 

1) God not only helps and protects His people; He also blesses them in 

countless ways.  This psalm reminded the Jews they were “blessed of the 

Lord who made heaven and earth”, v. 15.   

2) The God who created everything is well able to bless His people in every 

way they need blessing.  We often use the words bless and blessed 

without thinking much about what this means.   

3) In Hebrew, to be blessed of God means “to bow down, or kneel, under 

His hand” in submission to Him, and in sincere worship.  It is likely the 

Apostle Peter had this understanding of being blessed of God in mind, 

when he wrote, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 

God, that He may exalt you in due time”, 1 Peter 5:6. 

4) The God who blesses us, graciously made the earth for our habitation, v. 

16.  The fact that God sustains our lives on this planet by His all-wise and 

all-powerful providence, is an indescribable blessing.  

5) Therefore, as long as we live, vv. 17-18, we should praise the Lord, giving 

glory to Him as “the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy”, 

1 Timothy 6:17. 

6) The Lord has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you…So that we 

may boldly say, The Lord is my helper”, Hebrews 13:5-6.  Knowing the 

Lord has been our helper, and is still our Helper, and will never forget us, 

gives us confidence in Him to live without disabling fears.   

7) Everyone has painful experiences in life, and sometimes these experiences 

cause people to live with fear of, “what if” something as bad or worse 

happens again.   

8) None of us knows what the future holds, but when we know the God who 

holds the future, and we know He will never leave nor forsake us, we can 

face the future with faith and trust in Him to be our all-sufficient Helper.  

3. Glorify The Awesome Provider:  Psalm 65:1-13. 

A. Glorify God for Acceptance, vv. 1-7. 

1) In this psalm, David looked forward to praising God in Zion, which is a 

poetic reference to Jerusalem, v. 1, where the Temple would be built by 

Solomon, the son of King David.  In anticipation of that Temple, David 



had pitched a tent (a tabernacle) in Jerusalem as a temporary sanctuary for 

the Ark of the Covenant.   

2) Until the Temple was built, this tabernacle was the central place of 

worship for devout Israelites.  However, it appears that, in thought, David 

imagined the Temple, with people singing Psalms of Ascent as they 

ascended Mount Zion to worship Yahweh in His holy temple.   

3) This vision stirred the imagination and spirit of David to contemplate a 

time when “all flesh”, all people, will worship God, v. 2.   

4) David wisely observed that “our iniquities [sins]” are against us, but the 

Lord cleanses away our sins, v. 3.  Thus cleansed of our sins, we are made 

acceptable to God, to approach and worship Him, v. 4.   

5) As people brought sacrifices to God, honoring their vows to Him, they 

could be sure He would cleanse them of their transgressions, making them 

acceptable to Himself.   

6) The Apostle Paul said of believers in Christ, that we are accepted by God 

in His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who became the sacrifice for our sins, 

Ephesians 1:6.   

7) David foresaw a time when people of all nations would worship God, v. 5.  

This prospect of people from near and far coming together to worship the 

Lord, inspired David with visions of God’s strength and power, which are 

so glorious, that even the roar of the seas, and the tumult (noise, voices) of 

the people of the earth, must fall silent before Him, vv. 6-7. 

B. Glorify God for His Providence, vv. 8-13. 

1) David said that evidences (“tokens”) of God’s daily providence are 

present everywhere, and evoke reverential fear of God, v. 8.  These 

evidences are displayed in God’s control and sustenance of the whole 

creation.   

2) Morning and evening come and go with precisely predictable timing, v. 8.  

God waters the earth with rain and causes plants and animals for food to 

grow, vv. 9-10, 13, and all that is good, and abundance, come from His 

hand, vv. 11, 13.  The pastures and hills are made to rejoice by God’s 

provision, v.12.   

3) The Apostle Paul, speaking to an idolatrous crowd of Gentiles about the 

one true God, said, “He left not himself without witness, in that He did 

good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts 

with food and gladness”, Acts 14:17. 

4) We should thank, praise, and glorify God for His providence because, 

without it, every living creature on this planet would soon cease to exist.   

5) God commanded the Israelites, “You shall rejoice in every good thing the 

Lord your God has given you”, Deuteronomy 26:11.  God give every 

good gift (James 1:17, and He graciously commands us to rejoice in every 

good thing He gives us.   



6) We live in a universe God created for His own pleasure, Revelation 4:11, 

but He intentionally made the earth for our habitation, and we are to 

rejoice in the bounty of the earth which He provides for our well-being, 

giving Him glory for His providence.  Let us be people who speak and 

sing of God’s providence.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  In His teaching, Jesus made much of the good providence of God for 

plants, birds, and people.  Following Jesus’s example, we too, should make much of God’s 

good providence, by which all people, the evil and the good, the just and the unjust, are 

blessed, Matthew 5:45. 

 

Ministry In Action:  Jesus relieved people of anxiety about the uncertainties of life, by calling 

their attention to the certainty of God’s ongoing providence for their lives, Matthew 6:25-34.  

We can do the same.   


