
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, August 1, 2021  

 

Who Is Jesus?  Jesus is our Lord and our God.                       

 
Scriptures:  John 1:1-5, 10-14, 18; Matthew 28:17-18; Matthew 4:12-17; 13:1-9, 18-23; Luke 

11:14-20; John 3:1-8; 14:6; 1 Corinthians 15:14-19. 

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is the logical next step in a unit of study on defending the 

Christian faith.  In the previous lesson, the Biblical claims regarding God’s existence and 

greatness as Creator were surveyed.  This lesson informs and reminds us the Bible tells that 

God chose to make the supreme revelation of Himself to humans through His eternally 

begotten Son, and that, therefore, He is God the Son in the Holy Trinity.  In an increasingly 

secularized world that scorns faith in Jesus Christ, this lesson affirms that God had made Him 

the only Savior of sinners, Acts 4:10-12. 

 

Historical Background:  In Jesus’ time, the Roman province of Judea (“The land of the 

Jews”) was a tinderbox of religious and political tension.  Jews in authority wanted the 

delicate balance of power between the Jews and Romans to remain as it was.   Jewish Zealots 

sought to force God’s deliverance by starting a violent revolt against the Romans.  Other 

devout Jews sought refuge in the wilderness, where they attempted to build a purified 

community awaiting God’s coming.  However, most of the Jews (common, ordinary people), 

were wearily attempting to survive daily life and fulfill their religious obligations.  Then, 

Jesus the Messiah came, and He surprised them all! 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. The Eternal and Sovereign God:  John 1:1-5, 10-14, 18; Matthew 28:17-18. 

A. Jesus Is the Eternal Creator, Jn. 1:1-5, 10, 14, 18. 

B. Jesus’ Power and Authority, Jn. 1:11-14, 18; Matt. 28:17-18. 

2. Proclaimer of His Kingdom:  Matthew 4:12-17; 13:1-9, 18-23; Luke 11:14-20. 

A. The Time to Choose, Matt. 4:12-17; 13:1-9, 18-23. 

B. The Clash of Kingdoms, Lk. 11:14-20. 

3. The Only Way To Salvation: John 3:1-8; 14:6; 1 Corinthians 15:14-19. 

A. To Enter God’s Kingdom, Jn. 3:1-8; 14:6. 

B. The Promise of Salvation, 1 Cor. 15:14-19. 

 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. The Eternal and Sovereign God:  John 1:1-5, 10-14, 18; Matthew 28:17-18. 

A. Jesus Is the Eternal Creator, Jn. 1:1-5, 10, 14, 18. 

1) John’s account of the Gospel begins with the same three words as does 

Genesis: “In the beginning”, Genesis 1:1; John 1:1.  While Genesis states, 

“In the beginning God created,” John’s Gospel states, “In the beginning 

was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  

2) Then, as John progressed through the first chapter of his Gospel, he 

identified “the Word” as being Jesus Christ, who is also the source of 

spiritual life and enlightenment for all people, vv. 4-5. 

3) The Greek tern John used for Word is “Logos.”  In the New Testament 

times, Jewish theologians regarded God’s Word as the exact 

representation of His nature, character, works, and will.   

4) Therefore, the closest one could come to knowing God was by knowing, 

believing, and obeying His Word.  The Jews had the written Word of 

God, and John the Apostles identified Jesus as the incarnate Word of God, 

v. 14, the living Word.   

5) Therefore, Jesus was recognized as the exact representation of the 

invisible God, John 1:18; Colossians 1:15. 

6) John’s Gospel is emphatic about Jesus being God, in the statement that 

He, “the Word was with God, and the Word was God”, v. 1.  This 

recognition of Jesus as God is reinforced by the statements that “all things 

were made by Him (the Word),” and “He was in the world, and the world 

was made by Him (the Word)”, vv. 3, 10. 

7) The God of Genesis 1:1 is identified as the Creator of all things, and 

Jesus, the Living Word, is also identified as the Creator of all things.  

Thus it is that we must conclude that Jesus Christ is God the Son, who 

with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, is the eternal Creator of the 

whole universe. 

B. Jesus’ Power and Authority, Jn. 1:11-14, 18; Matt. 28:17-18. 

1) Power and Authority are not the same thing, but they are vitally related to 

each other.  Power is the ability to do something, while authority is the 

right to use power to accomplish things.  

2) To use power without authority (the right) to do so, is an abuse of power, 

and nobody has authority to use power to do evil.  On the other hand, 

authority without power would be meaningless, because if one has the 

right to use power, but has no power to use, authority is vain.   

3) All of this is said to indicate that Jesus Christ has received from God both 

the authority and power to accomplish everything God the Father has 

willed for Him to accomplish.   

4) Jesus has the power and authority because He is God who became 

incarnate – the Word made flesh (John 1:14).  Jesus has the power and 



authority of God because He is in the closest possible relationship with 

God the Father, being “in the bosom of the Father,” and He has declared 

(made known) the God whom no person has seen, John 1:18. 

5) Shortly before His ascension, Jesus said to His disciples, “All power is 

given to Me in heaven and is earth” (Matthew 28:18).  In this verse, the 

word power come from the Greek term exousia, which is the word for 

authority.   

6) Therefore, the implication of Jesus’ statement is that, God the Father has 

given to Him all the power and authority needed to establish the kingdom 

and church of God, made up of all those who believe in Him.  Jesus Christ 

has all the divine power and authority needed to save sinners and build 

His church.   

7) Therefore, we who believe in Christ are commissioned by Him to preach 

and teach the Gospel, and to make disciples for Him among all nations, 

Matt. 28:19-20.   

8) The success of our mission rests on the fact of who Jesus is, and His 

power and authority in heaven and on earth to make the Gospel effective.  

9) Because of His intimate knowledge of God the Father, John 1:18, Jesus 

displayed the glory of God in grace and truth, John 1:14.  With this 

authoritative knowledge of the Father, He is able to give to those who 

believe in Him the “power (right, privilege)” to become the children of 

God by means of a spiritual birth into God’s kingdom, John 1:11-13; 3:1-

8. 

10) In ‘Mere Christianity’, C.S. Lewis posits a logical argument 

regarding who Jesus was and is.  When we consider the four Gospels, we 

are left with only three possible conclusions about who Jesus was and is: 

a) Jesus was insane; 

b) He was demonically deceptive, or 

c) He was and is, in fact, the Son of God. 

11) Jesus’ teachings and actions are much too rational to be considered 

insane.  His teaching, actions, and miracles were too good, moral, and 

consistent to be thought demonically deceptive.  We are left with only one 

logical conclusion, that Jesus was and is who He claimed to be: the Son of 

God.   

12) This fact summons us to a decision point where me must either 

accept Jesus on His terms, or reject Him in favor of our own wrong 

assumptions.   

2. Proclaimer of His Kingdom:  Matthew 4:12-17; 13:1-9, 18-23; Luke 11:14-20. 

A. The Time to Choose, Matt. 4:12-17; 13:1-9, 18-23. 

1) After His temptation in the wilderness of Judea, Jesus returned to Galilee 

to begin His public ministry.  First, Jesus changed His place of residence 



from Nazareth to Capernaum, Matthew 4:13, and Capernaum became the 

headquarters for His ministry until He went to Jerusalem to be crucified.   

2) The fact that Jesus began and conducted most of His public ministry in 

Galilee was in fulfillment of prophecies about the Messiah in Isaiah, vv. 

14-6 and Isaiah 9:1-2; 42:7. 

3) The core message of Jesus’ preaching was a call to all people to “Repent: 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand [now present]”, Matthew 4:17.   

4) Jesus’ proclamation of the arrival of God’s kingdom carried with it a call 

for people to give their allegiance to God and His kingdom, which is also 

the kingdom of Christ.   

5) Jesus declared it was time for people to choose whether they would give 

their allegiance to the kingdom of god or to the kingdom of this world.   

6) Jesus knew everyone would not heed His call to turn and enter God’s 

kingdom.  Nevertheless, Jesus preached the arrival of God’s kingdom, and 

it was up to those who heard whether they would respond to or reject the 

message. 

7) The fact that all who hear the message about the Kingdom do not come 

into, and remain in, was explained by Jesus in the well-known parable of 

The Sower, Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.  Only those who receive and keep the 

word about the Kingdom (the Gospel) bring forth fruit, v. 23. 

B. The Clash of Kingdoms, Lk. 11:14-20. 

1) There were those who harshly rejected Jesus’ message and violently 

opposed His ministry.  An example of this was, when Jesus cast demons 

our of people, His enemies accused Him of being in league with the 

demons, and casting our demons by Beelzebub, the chief of the demons, 

vv. 14-15.Jesus’ reply to this was that, a kingdom or a household cannot 

be divided against itself, because this will bring its own destruction, vv. 

17-18.   

2) Therefore, it was illogical and incredible to think Jesus was casting out 

demons by the power of a demon, because the demons are allies in doing 

evil, not opposed to one another.  Jesus’ answer to His critics revealed 

that the kingdom of God was facing opposition.   

3) There is a kingdom of darkness ruled by Satan which has taken hold on 

the earth.  God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom stand in opposition to one 

another. 

4) Presently, the kingdom of God, which is also the kingdom of Christ, is 

experienced by believers in Jesus Christ as righteousness, peace, and joy 

in the Holy Spirit, Rom. 14:17.   

5) The kingdom of God faces opposition from Satan and all his cohorts in 

evildoing.  However, only the kingdom of God has the divine power to 

endure forever.  All the kingdoms of this world will pass away, but the 

kingdom of God and Christ will never pass.  



6) The ultimate outcome for the kingdom of God and Christ is foretold: 

“The kingdoms of this world [will] become the kingdoms of our Lord 

[God] and His Messiah; and He shall reign forever and ever”, Rev. 11:15.  

For every citizen of God’s kingdom, this is our assurance, hope and joy. 

3. The Only Way to Salvation:  John 3:1-8; 14:6; 1 Corinthians 15:14-19. 

A. To Enter God’s Kingdom, Jn. 3:1-8; 14:6. 

1) The uniqueness of Jesus as the eternal Son of God who became flesh and 

dwelt among us, died for our sins, rose from the dead, and ascended to the 

Father, is the reason why only He can be the one whom God has made the 

Savior of sinners. 

2) Therefore, Jesus declared that only through Him can anyone come to the 

Father, for He is “the way, the truth, and the life”, John 14:6. 

3) Jesus, speaking to Nicodemus, explained how we can enter the Kingdom 

of God.  Nicodemus was a member of the ruling council of the Jewish 

people.  He was also a Pharisee, a conservative Jew.  Nicodemus showed 

respect for Jesus, saying to Him, “Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher 

come from God”, v. 2.  Jesus’ reply to Nicodemus was, “Except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”, v. 3. 

4) Nicodemus knew that Gentile converts to Judaism were said by the Jews 

to be “born again.”  Nicodemus also knew that in some of the Gentile 

religions, converts were said to be “born again.”   

5) However, Nicodemus, who had been a lifelong devout Jew, saw no need 

for himself to be born again.  Therefore, he invited Jesus to say more 

about this, v. 4.Jesus again asserted that Nicodemus needed to be born 

again, vv. 5-8.   

6) But still, Nicodemus did not acknowledge this was his need.  However, it 

appears that later, Nicodemus must have experienced the new birth and 

became a disciple of Jesus, see John 7:50-51; 19: 38-42. 

B. The Promise of Salvation, 1 Cor. 15:14-19. 

1) What is the major benefit of being born again into God’s kingdom?  It is 

salvation from sin by trust in Jesus as one’s Savior and Lord, and the 

assurance of everlasting life with Christ because God raised Him from the 

dead, v. 14-18.   

2) When we are born again by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, 

many are the blessings of living for Christ here and now.  Nevertheless it 

would be a most profound tragedy if the life we have in Christ here, could 

not continue beyond our own death.  

3) In that case, we would be of all people most miserable, v. 19.  But this is 

not the case with us.  The life we have in Christ here and now will 

continue endlessly after our death.   

4) Because of modern means of transportation and communication, and 

human migration, the world is becoming increasingly globalized.  The 



result is that all people, including Christians, are encountering multiple 

cultures and ideologies that do not agree with the Gospel. 

5) Many like to say it does not matter what one’s religion is, because all 

religions lead to God and a better life after death.  In the face of this 

popular opinion, as Christians we must hold to the truth that Christianity 

is a unique faith, and God has made Jesus Christ the only Savior of 

sinners.  

6) We are not the judges who decide who will be saved or lost, but we must 

faithfully testify that Jesus Christ is the Savior of sinners.  Having done 

this, we leave the results in the hands of God.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is now what it always has been: 

believing in and obeying Jesus as the Son of God and Messiah who is our Savior and Lord.  

This is our calling. 

 

Ministry in Action:  Pray for one another that your faith in Jesus as Christ and Son of God 

will remain always strong, and that you will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to be effective 

witnesses of Christ.  

 

 


