
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, July 24, 2022 (Lesson #8)  

 

The Evangelizing Church: The Gospel is for all people everywhere.    

 
Scriptures:  Acts 11:19-26; 12:1-23; 11:27-30, 12:24-25.                       

 

The Lesson Overview:  Jesus said His disciples would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria, and to all parts of the earth, Acts 1:8.  True to Jesus’ words, the first ten chapters of 

The Acts of the Apostles are about the early churches in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 

Galilee, with a mention of the church in Damascus, Acts 9:19.  The earliest outreach of the 

Church to Gentiles was the Apostle Peter’s ministry to the Gentiles at Cornelius’ house, in 

Caesarea, Judea, Acts 10.  This lesson brings us to the point at which the Church began 

evangelizing Gentiles in places far from Jerusalem and Judea.  Not long after this, Gentile 

believers in Christ outnumbered Jewish believers in Christ. 

 

Historical Background:  One method of dating events in the Bible is by correlating those 

events with other events for which we know the dates from secular history.  For example, we 

know from secular history that the death of King Herod Agrippa I, Acts 12:20-23, was in AD 

44.  This date is especially important, because it provides for us a dividing line between 

events told in Acts through chapter 12, and events told in Acts after chapter 12.  Events 

through chapter 12 were AD 30 to 44, and events after chapter 12 were AD 44-63.  Knowing 

the dates for various happenings told in the Bible gives us better understanding of the order, 

duration, and relationship of historical events.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Evangelizing Jews and Gentiles:  Acts 11:19-26. 

A. Many Gentiles Converted, vv. 19-24. 

B. Teaching the Gentiles, vv. 25-26. 

2. Persecution and Deliverance:  Acts 12:1-23. 

A. Peter Released From Prison, vv. 1-19. 

B. Herod Blasphemes and Dies, vv. 20-23. 

3. Gentile Believers Help Jewish Believers:  Acts 11:27-30; 12:24-25. 

A. Made Aware of Coming Famine, 11:27-28. 

B. Gentiles Respond to the Need, 11:29-30; 12:24-25. 

 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Evangelizing Jews and Gentiles:  Acts 11:19-26. 

A. Many Gentiles Converted, vv. 19-24. 

1) Some of the Jewish disciples of Jesus who were scattered from the early 

church at Jerusalem following the death of Stephen, traveled as far as to 

Phoenicia, the island of Cyprus, and Antioch in Syria, “preaching the 

word [the Gospel] to none but unto the Jews only”, v. 19.   

2) However, at about the same time Peter and the church at Jerusalem were 

being moved by God toward preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles, Acts 

10:1 through 11:18, some Jewish believers in Christ who were from the 

island of Cyprus, and others from Cyrene in northern Africa, traveled to 

Antioch in Syria (300 hundred miles north of Jerusalem), and preached 

the Gospel to Greeks (Gentiles) who were living there, v. 20. 

3) It is likely these Greeks were devout Gentiles like Cornelius, Acts 10:1-2, 

who attended synagogue services, and worshipped, and prayed to, the 

God of Israel, but had not officially converted to Judaism.   

4) In response to hearing the Gospel, “a great number [of Gentiles] 

believed”, v. 21.  When news of these conversion of Gentiles reached 

Jerusalem, the church there sent Barnabas to see for himself, and on 

behalf of the church in Jerusalem, what was happening with the Gentiles 

in Antioch.   

5) After Barnabas arrived in Antioch, it was obvious to him that Gentiles 

were being saved by faith in Christ without first converting to Judaism, 

“and he exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave 

unto [remain committed] to the Lord”, v. 23.   

6) With encouragement from Barnabas, many more Gentiles became 

believers in Christ, because Barnabas “was a good man, and full of the 

Holy Ghost and of faith”, v. 24.   

7) This indicates Barnabas was following the guidance of the Holy Spirit in 

his attitude toward the Gentile converts, like as Peter had followed the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit in going to minister to the Gentiles in 

Cornelius’ household, Acts 10:19-20. 

B. Teaching the Gentiles, vv. 25-26. 

1) Barnabas had been instrumental in having the early church at Jerusalem to 

accept Saul (Paul) as a fellow believer after his conversion, Acts 9:26-27.   

Then, the church at Jerusalem had sent Paul away to Tarsus in Cilicia, 

because his life was in danger in Jerusalem.   

2) Now, after seeing that God was causing many Gentiles in Antioch to 

become believers in Christ, Barnabas decided he should go to Tarsus, find 

Paul, and bring him to Antioch to minister to the many newly converted 

Gentiles, v. 25.  Tarsus in Cilicia was about 300 miles northwest of 

Antioch in Syria.  



3) Assuming Paul was converted in AD 34 or 35, probably seven or eight 

years had passed since the last mention of him in Acts 9:30.  Doubtlessly, 

Paul had evangelized the city of Tarsus and the province of Cilicia, and 

Barnabas may have knowledge of this.   

4) On his Second Missionary Journey (AD 50-52), Paul, accompanied by 

Silas, “went through Syria and Cilicia confirming the churches”, Acts 

15:41, thus verifying that churches had been established in Cilicia, 

although Paul and Barnabas had not evangelized there Paul’s First 

Missionary Journey, AD 48-49. 

5) When Barnabas found Paul in Tarsus, he brought him to Antioch in Syria, 

and for a whole year, Barnabas and Paul assembled with the church in 

Antioch and taught many people, v. 26. 

6) The Gentile converts to Christ in Antioch had been evangelized by 

preachers from Cyprus and Cyrene, Acts 11:20, and by Barnabas, 11:24, 

and for a whole year the new converts were discipled by the teaching of 

Barnabas and Paul.   

7) Telling this history of the early church in Antioch, Luke noted that this 

was where the term Christian was first applied to believers in Christ, v. 

26.   

8) The Apostle Peter wrote (AD 64-65), “if any man suffers as a Christian, 

let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf [on behalf 

of this name]”, 1 Peter 4:16.  

9) However, the word Christian is found only three times in the New 

Testament: Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16. 

10) Scripture does not tell why Jewish preachers form Cyprus and 

Cyrene decided to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles in Antioch in Syria, 

but we must attribute their action to the sovereign work of God.  

11) When there is evidence that God is working, saving those who 

believe in Jesus Christ, we ought to be thankful for the grace of God, and 

rejoice in what God is doing.   

12) Certainly, we should be happy to welcome into the fellowship of 

the Church, people of every ethnic origin who are saved by faith in Christ.   

2. Persecution and Deliverance:  Acts 12:1-23. 

A. Peter Released From Prison, vv. 1-19. 

1) The dynasty of Herodian kings were Edomites, descendants from Esau, 

the older brother of Jacob, and were despised by the Jews.   

2) Therefore, the Herods were always trying to curry favor with the Jews.  

When Herod Agrippa I decided to “vex certain of the church”, v. 1, he 

beheaded James the Apostle, the brother of John the Apostle, v. 2.   

3) Because this pleased the Jews, Herod thought he could gain more favor 

form the Jews by arresting the Apostle Peter, intending to also behead 

him, at the conclusion of the seven days of Unleavened Bread, following 



the Passover, vv. 3-4.  Herod imprisoned Peter and appointed 16 soldiers 

to guard him, four at a time, in four rotating shifts over 24 hours, v. 4.   

4) Peter may have been in prison for more than a week, if he was arrested 

before Passover, and was to be brought out after the seven day of 

observing Unleavened Bread, v. 3.   

5) However, during this time, prayer was made for Peter by the church 

without ceasing, v. 5.  So, on the night before the day Herod was to bring 

Peter forth to kill him, Peter was sleeping in chains between two soldiers, 

with two soldiers guarding the door to his cell, v. 6, when an angel of the 

Lord awakened him, v. 7. 

6) Light from the angel filled the prison, Peter’s chains fell off, and the angel 

instructed him to put on his clothes and sandals, and follow him, v. 8.  

Peter followed the angel through three prison gates that opened 

voluntarily, and found himself outside the prison on a city street. 

7) Then, the angel departed from him, vv. 9-10.  Up to this point, Peter 

thought he was merely seeing a vision, but suddenly realized he was, in 

fact outside the prison, v. 9, 11. 

8) Peter, considering what to do with his freedom, decided to go the home of 

the mother of John Mark, where many were gathered praying for him, .v 

12.  When he knocked on the gate of the house’s courtyard, a teenaged 

girl came to the gate, recognized Peter’s voice, and became so excited 

with joy, she failed to let him in, and ran into the house to tell everyone 

Peter was at the gate, vv. 13-14. 

9) These people, who had been praying for Peter’s deliverance, at first, could 

not believe their prayers had been granted, v. 15.  Eventually, they 

realized Peter was, in fact, at the gate.   

10) He told them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison, 

instructed them to tell all the church about his deliverance, and then went 

to another place and hid himself from Herod and the Jews, v. 17. 

11) Tragically, when Herod learned Peter was no longer in the prison, 

he had the soldiers guarding him put to death, and departed to his palace 

in Caesarea, vv. 18-19. 

B. Herod Blasphemes and Died, vv. 20-23. 

1) King Herod Agrippa I thought he could murder the leaders of the early 

church in Jerusalem without any consequences, but he had forgotten that 

vengeance belongs to God.   

2) When Herod made a speech to a delegation from the cities of Tyre and 

Sidon, and they lauded him as a god, and he accepted their nonsense, the 

angel of the Lord struck him, he fell immediately and critically ill, became 

infested with maggots, and died, (Josephus says, after three day of intense 

suffering).   



3) In this whole Bible story about Herod, James, and Peter, the overarching 

theme is, whatever is happening in this world, God rule with sovereign 

power and authority over all people and events.   

4) When God’s people are killed in this world, as the Apostle James was, 

they still live with God.  When God’s people are treated unjustly, as the 

Apostle Peter was, God is able to deliver them.   

5) When evil people think they can keep doing wrong with no consequences, 

inevitable, they will answer to God for their evildoing.  Regardless of 

what is happening in this world, we must never lose our confidence in 

God’s overruling power and authority. 

3. Gentile Believers Help Jewish Believers:  Acts 11:27-30; 12:24-25. 

A. Made Aware of Coming Famine, 11:27-28. 

1) Likely near the end of the year in which Barnabas and Paul (Saul) had 

taught the Gentile believers in Antioch in Syria, some prophets from the 

church in Jerusalem came to minister to the church in Antioch.   

2) One of these prophets, named Agabus, prophesied that a great famine 

would occur “throughout all the world,” meaning the Roman Empire.  

Luke noted that Agabus’ prophecy was fulfilled during the reign of the 

Roman Emperor Claudius AD 41-54.   

3) According to extra-Biblical sources, there were successive famines 

throughout the Roman Empire in AD 44-45, and some were especially 

severe in Judea.   

B. Gentiles Respond to the Need, 11:29-30; 12:24-25. 

1) Here it is told for the first time in Acts, of Gentile believers in Christ, 

being linked together not only in shared faith in Christ, but also in a 

substantive way.   

2) On hearing the prophecy of Agabus about a coming famine, the Gentile  

believers in Christ in Antioch determined, “every man according to his 

ability,” to send relief (an offering of money) to their Jewish brethren in 

Christ in Judea, Acts 11:29. 

3) This they did, and sent their offering by Barnabas and Saul to Jerusalem, 

to supply the material needs of Jewish believers in Christ in Jerusalem and 

Judea during the years of famine, AD 44-45.  Luke places the return of 

Barnabas and Saul from Jerusalem, Acts 12:25, after the death of Herod 

Agrippa I in AD 44. 

4) From what we read in the New Testament letters of the Apostle Paul, the 

giving of Gentile believers to the Jewish believers in Jerusalem was a 

continuing ministry until AD 58.   

5) In his letter to the Galatians, AD 52, Paul mentioned that he and Barnabas 

had been asked to remember “the poor”, 2:10.  Apparently, by “the poor,” 

Paul meant “the poor saints which are at Jerusalem”, Romans 15:26.   



6) In 1 Corinthians 16:1, spring, AD 57, Paul spoke of “the collection for the 

saints.”  Also see, 2 Corinthians, chapters 8 and 9.   

7) Finally, at Pentecost, AD 58, Paul in Jerusalem, told of bringing “alms to 

my nation, and offerings”, Acts 24:17, no doubt referring to the offering 

brought for the poor saints in Jerusalem. 

8) Christians giving, to provide for other Christians in need, began in 

Jerusalem, Acts 2:44-45.  The love of the Gentile believers in Antioch 

had, for the Jewish believers in Jerusalem, was shown by the offering they 

sent to them. 

9) John the Apostle wrote, “Whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his 

brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of 

God abide in him?” 1 John 3:17 NKJV.   

10) As Christians, we must continue proving our love for fellow 

Christians, by giving to help those in need. 

 

Call To Discipleship: As disciples of Christ, an important way in which we can help to 

evangelize the world, is to pray for, and give to support, evangelists and missionaries.  

 

Ministry in Action:  As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially t our 

fellow believers in Christ.  Read Galatians 6:10. 

 


