
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, July 17, 2022 (Lesson #7)  

 

The Conversion of Saul (Paul):  Anyone who repents and believes in 

Christ will be saved.   

 
Scriptures:  Acts 7:58; 8:3; 9:1-2; 22:4, 19-20; 26:9-11; 9:3-18, 19-31.                       

 

The Lesson Overview:  The account of the conversion of Saul (Paul) in Acts 9 is a well-

known story to most Christians.  This is the main text for today’s lesson.  Foundational to the 

Apostle Paul’s understanding of the Christian life, and woven all through his writings in the 

New Testament, is the fact that a person is transformed by faith in Jesus Christ.  Rarely has 

Christ brought about such extreme changes in one’s life as He did by Paul’s conversion.  For 

most Christians, their conversion experience is not as dramatic as was Paul’s.  Still, it is true, 

as Paul taught, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things have passed away; 

behold, all things are become new”, 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

 

Historical Background:  Judging from what is said about Saul (Paul) in Acts 7:58 and 8:3, his 

persecution of the Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah in Jerusalem, probably began near 

the end of AD 30, within the same year as the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2.  Saul was a 

Hellenistic Jew (having Greek cultural background), native to the city Tarsus, in the Roman 

province of Cilicia in Asia Minor, Acts 21:39.  He was educated in Jerusalem by the great 

Jewish Rabbi Gamaliel, Acts 22:3.  He was born a Roman citizen, Acts 22:27-28, and he was 

a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee, Acts 23:6.  Saul was a rabbi, and rabbis were not allowed to 

begin their public ministry until 30 years of age.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Persecution of Christians:  Acts 7:58; 8:3; 9:1-2; 22:4, 19-20; 26:9-11. 

A. The Historical Record, Acts 7:58; 8:3; 9:1-2. 

B. Paul’s Own Testimony, Acts 22:4, 19-20; 26:9-11. 

2. Apprehended By Christ:  Acts 9:3-18. 

A. Encounter with Christ, vv. 3-9. 

B. Confirmed in the Faith, vv. 10-18. 

3. Transformed By Christ:  Acts 9:19-31. 

A. Preaching That Jesus Is Christ, vv. 19-25. 

B. Doubted, Accepted, Sent Away, vv. 26-31. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Persecution of Christians: Acts 7:58; 8:3; 9:1-2; 22:4, 19-20; 26:9-11. 

A. The Historical Record:  Acts 7:58; 8:3; 9:1-2. 

1) The first mention of Saul, who later became the Apostle Paul, is in 

connection with the stoning of the first Christian martyr, Stephen, the first 

chosen of the seven deacons of the early church in Jerusalem, Acts 6:5. 

2) When Stephen was stoned by a furious mob outside the city of Jerusalem, 

Saul was there, and the witnesses (perpetrators) of this crime laid down 

their robes and outer garments at the feet of Saul, Acts 7:58. 

3) Twenty-eight years later (spring of AD 58), the Apostle Paul said that, 

when Stephen was stoned to death, “I also was standing by, and 

consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew 

[murdered] him”, Acts 22:20; Acts 8:1.  

4) This seems to have been the beginning of Saul’s persecution of believers 

in Christ.  He was a young man at this time, Acts 7:58, probably barely 

old enough (30 years of age) to begin his public ministry, but he was 

zealous about persecuting Jews who believed Jesus to be the Messiah.   

5) After the death of Stephen, the next time we see Saul’s name in the 

Biblical record, it says, “As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, 

entering into every house, and haling [dragging off] men and women 

committee them to prison”, Acts 8:3.   

6) The cruelty with which Saul persecuted the Jews in Jerusalem who 

believed Jesus was the Messiah, and that God had raised Him from the 

dead, was severe, and destructive of families.   

7) This is indicated by the fact that he invaded the homes of these Jews 

whom he considered to be heretics, and dragged away both men and 

women (fathers and mothers) to prison. 

8) And with passing time, the intensity of Saul’s persecution of the believers 

in Jesus increased.  “Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 

[murder] against the disciples of the Lord [Jesus],” sought, and gained, 

permission form the high priest of the Jews, to expand his persecution of 

the believers in Jesus to the city of Damascus, 200 miles north of the city 

of Jerusalem.   

B. Paul’s Own Testimony, Acts 22:4, 19-20; 26:9-11. 

1) At the conclusion of his Third Missionary Journey (AD 54-57), the 

Apostle Paul spent the winter in Corinth (AD 57-58).  Then, in the spring 

of AD 58, Paul traveled to Jerusalem, intending to be there for the Feast 

of Pentecost (Acts 20:16). 

2) While in Jerusalem, Paul was rescued by Roman soldiers from a mob 

intent on killing him.  While being carried by the soldiers into the nearby 

Roman fortress, Paul appealed to the captain of the soldiers to allow him 



to speak to the mob.  Permission granted, Paul stood on the stairs leading 

into the fortress and addressed the mob on the street below, Acts 21:40. 

3) Part of what Paul said on this occasion was, “I persecuted this way [the 

way of faith and life of the believers in Jesus Christ] unto the death, 

binding and delivering into prisons both men and women”, Acts 22:4. 

4) Continuing with this speech, Paul told of his conversion experience, vv. 6-

16, and about his return to Jerusalem after his conversion, vv. 6-18.  

Verses 19-20 are words of a prayer Paul prayed on his return to Jerusalem 

following his conversion, telling again that he persecuted the believers in 

Jesus, and was an accomplice in the murder of Stephen.   

5) After Paul was taken into custody by the Romans in Jerusalem AD 58, 

because he was a Roman citizen, he remained in the protective custody of 

the Romans for five years – two years in Caesarea, one year being 

transported to Rome, and two years in Rome AD 58-63.   

6) During his time in Caesarea, Paul had the opportunity to testify before 

King Herod Agrippa II, Acts 26.  In his address to Agrippa, Paul again 

testified of how harshly he had persecuted the believers in Jesus Christ, 

before he became a believer in Christ, vv. 9-11. 

7) Before his conversion to faith in Christ, Saul (the Apostle Paul) was a 

very determined enemy of Jesus Christ and the Church.  There always 

have been, and always will be, determined enemies of Christ and the 

Church until our Lord Jesus comes again. 

8) Our security against these enemies is not in any power of our own to stop 

or change them.  Our security is in the fact that Jesus Christ lives forever 

to build His church (Matthew 16:18), and God the Father has given to 

Him all power and authority in heaven and on earth to build His church, 

Matthew 28:18. 

9) Not infrequently, Christ converts some of the worst enemies of the 

Church into champions of the Gospel.  Our security is in being faithful to 

Christ, and praying that He will overcome His enemies and build His 

church.   

2. Apprehended By Christ: Acts 9:3-18. 

A. Encounter with Christ, vv. 3-9. 

1) After persecution had scattered most of the disciples of Jesus from 

Jerusalem, Saul decided to pursue them in Damascus, 200 miles north of 

Jerusalem.  Damascus had 30 to 40 synagogues, and a resident Jewish 

population of at least 40,000, and among them there must have been a 

substantial number of Jews who believed Jesus to be the Messiah. 

2) In Jerusalem, Saul obtained letters from the high priest of the Jews, giving 

him authority to arrest and bring to Jerusalem for trial, any disciples of 

Jesus he might find in Jerusalem, Acts 9:1-2. 



3) As Saul neared Damascus, accompanied by an entourage of men, a light 

brighter than the midday sun flashed all around them, and they all fell to 

the ground, v. 3; Acts 26:13.   

4) Paul saw the resurrected Jesus, Acts 9:17, 27; 1 Corinthians 15:8, and 

heard the Lord Jesus say, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  Then, 

Saul asked, “Who are you, Lord?”  Jesus answered by saying that, Saul 

was like an ox, kicking against the sharp-pointed sticks intended to move 

him in a certain direction, vv. 3-5. 

5) It appears from this, Saul was having pains of conscience for not 

believing in Jesus as the Messiah, and for persecuting those who did.  

From this encounter with Jesus, ever afterward, Saul (Paul) knew that 

whatever he did for or against the Church, he did for or against Jesus 

Christ.   

6) The men traveling with Saul heard a voice speaking, but did not 

understand the words (see Acts 26:14; compare Acts 9:7 and 22:9).   

The mission of this whole band of persecutors was suddenly terminated 

by Jesus.   

7) Trembling, Saul surrendered to the Lord Jesus, saying, “Lord, what would 

you have me to do?”  Jesus did not immediately reveal to Saul all He 

would have him do, but commanded him to go to Damascus, where he 

would learn more about what the Lord wanted him to do, vv. 6-7. 

8) Standing, Saul discovered he was blind, and had to be led into Damascus, 

where he remained blind and without food or drink for three days, vv. 8-9. 

B. Confirmed in the Faith, vv. 10-18. 

1) In Damascus, the Lord Jesus, in a vision, commanded a disciple named 

Ananias, to minister to Saul, and revealed where he would find him.  At 

first, Ananias was afraid to do this, because he knew Saul’s reputation, 

and his mission in Damascus.   

2) However, the Lord assured Ananias that His purpose was to make Saul a 

preacher of the Gospel, to Kings, and that he would suffer much for the 

name of Jesus, vv. 10-16. 

3) Ananias obeyed the Lord, found Saul, laid hands on him and prayed for 

him, and Saul received his sight, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and 

baptized as a believer in Jesus Christ, vv. 17-18. 

4) The fact that Saul had his sight restored was a miraculous healing; and the 

fact that he was baptized in water was an essential sign of his faith in 

Jesus as the Messiah.   

5) Then, the fact that he was filled with the Holy Spirit meant he was 

spiritually empowered to be an effective witness of Jesus Christ.  Every 

blessing Christ has for us is needed, and each has a practical purpose in 

His plan for our lives.  It is for God’s glory, and also for our benefit, to 

receive all Christ has for us.  



3. Transformed By Christ:  Acts 9:19-31. 

A. Preaching That Jesus Is Christ, vv. 19-25. 

1) After Saul recovered his physical strength, he spent several days in the 

company of the disciples of Jesus in Damascus.  Then, he went into the 

synagogues and began preaching that Jesus is the Messiah, vv. 19-20.   

2) Knowing Saul had been a persecutor of the disciples of Jesus, v. 21, he 

“confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus,” as they were 

overwhelmed by the force of his preaching, proving Jesus to be the 

Messiah, v. 22. 

3) Saul’s previous training as a rabbi, in which he had obtained a thorough 

knowledge of the Old Testament Scriptures, became for him a valuable 

asset as a preacher of the Gospel. 

4) For Saul’s preaching, proving Jesus to be the Messiah, “the Jews took 

counsel to kill him”, v. 23, but did not succeed.  When his life was in 

danger from Jews in Damascus who opposed his conversion to faith in 

Jesus as the Messiah, and opposed his preaching that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Jewish disciples of Jesus in Damascus protected Saul and enabled him 

to escape from the city, vv. 24-25.   

5) The very people Saul came to persecute in Damascus became the saviors 

of his life, because he, by his conversion to faith in Jesus Christ, had 

become one of them.   

B. Doubted, Accepted, Sent Away, vv. 26-31. 

1) When Saul returned to Jerusalem and tried to join the disciples of Jesus 

there, they doubted he had changed, and refused to welcome him into 

their fellowship.   

2) However, Barnabas befriended Saul and brought him to the Apostles.  

Then, on Barnabas’s recommendation, Saul was accepted by the Apostles, 

and by the church in Jerusalem, as a fellow believer, vv. 26-28. 

3) In Jerusalem, Saul boldly proclaimed Jesus to be the Messiah, and he took 

special interest in preaching to the Hellenistic Jews, who had the same 

Greek cultural background he had.   

4) But they were so angered by his preaching, they sought to murder him.  

Because his life was in danger, the church in Jerusalem sent Saul away, 

back to his home in the city of Tarsus in Cilicia, in Asia Minor (now 

Turkey).   

5) Following Saul’s conversion, and his return to Tarsus, the churches in 

Judea, Galilee, and Samaria enjoyed spiritual rest and numerical growth, 

vv. 29-31. 

6) Christians have an obligation to Christ to accept into the church all whom 

He saves and accepts by His grace. At the same time, the church also has 

an obligation to Christ to be reasonably certain that one who confesses 

conversion and faith in Christ is genuinely committed to Him.   



7) It is important for any person who comes to faith in Christ, and is truly 

converted, that he or she be assimilated into the fellowship of the church, 

to learn from mature believers in Christ how to live as a disciple of Christ.   

8) No one has an innate knowledge of how to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  

This is something everyone must learn to do, and keep on learning to do 

for a lifetime.   

 

Call To Discipleship:  To be disciples of Jesus Christ, we must receive and live by the power 

of a new affection – love for God, love for Christ, love for our fellow disciples, and love for 

all people.  

 

Ministry in Action:  Are you a long-time believer in Jesus Christ?  Take the responsibility of 

helping some new convert, or someone still young in the faith, to become a mature Christian.   

 

 
 

 


