
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, July 10, 2022 (Lesson #6)  

 

The Expanding Church: The Holy Spirit gives power and direction for 

ministry. 

 
Scriptures:  Acts 8:4-13, 26-40; 9:32-43; 10:1-2, 19-20, 30-48.                     

 

The Lesson Overview:  Acts 8:1 says, because of severe persecution of the church in 

Jerusalem, all the believers were scattered from Jerusalem throughout Judea and Samaria, 

“except the apostles.”  This is the first mention in Acts about the Church expanding beyond 

Jerusalem.  This lesson tells of this Church expansion, through the ministry of Philip the 

evangelist to Samaria and Africa; and through the ministry of the Apostle Peter in the city of 

Lydda (Lod) about 25 miles from Jerusalem, and on the Mediterranean coast at Joppa, about 

50 miles from Jerusalem, where the Gentile believers first received the baptism in the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

Historical Background:  Because the conversion of Saul (Paul) is sandwiched into the events 

told in Acts chapters 8 through 10, this complicates the dating of these events.  Saul’s 

conversion, Acts 9:1-31, is believed to have occurred in AD 34 or 35.  However, Saul’s 

persecution of the believers in Jesus as Messiah may have begun as early as late AD 30 (Acts 

8:3).  Philip, the deacon’s ministry in Samaria was probably AD 31, and the ministry of the 

Apostle Peter in Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea, likely after Saul’s conversion.  This lesson takes us 

past the first year of the history of the early church in Jerusalem, to the history of the early 

church in Judea and Samaria, Acts 8:1-4. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Philip The Evangelist’s Ministry: Acts 8:4-13, 26-40. 

A. Samaritans Receive the Gospel, vv. 4-13. 

B. Witnessing to One African Man, vv. 26-40. 

2. The Apostle Peter’s Ministry: Acts 9:32-43. 

A. Paralytic Man Healed, vv. 32-35. 

B. Dead Woman Raised to Life, vv. 36-43. 

3. Gentiles Receive The Holy Spirit:  Acts 10:1-2, 19-20, 30-48. 

A. God Hears a Devout Gentile, vv. 1-2, 19-20, 30-33. 

B. Gentiles Baptized in the Spirit, vv. 34-48. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Philip The Evangelist’s Ministry: Acts 8:4-13, 26-40. 

A. Samaritans Receive the Gospel, vv. 4-13. 

1) The believers in Christ, scattered from Jerusalem by persecution, vv. 1-4, 

did not abandon their faith in Jesus as the Messiah.  They kept their faith 

in Him, carried it with them, and proclaimed the good news about Jesus 

everywhere they went. 

2) Philip, one of the seven deacons, Acts 6:5, later called “the evangelist”, 

Acts 21:8, was one of the believers scattered from Jerusalem by 

persecution.   

3) Philip was, it seems, returning to his home in Caesarea, Acts 21:8, about 

50 miles northwest of Jerusalem, when he passed through the city of 

Samaria, the capital of the province of Samaria, about 35 miles north of 

Jerusalem.  There, he “preached Christ unto them”, v. 5.   

4) Philip preached the same Gospel in Samaria that had been preached in 

Jerusalem and Judea, and he and his message were eagerly received by 

the people of Samaria, “hearing and seeing the miracles which he did”, v. 

6. 

5) The miracles of deliverance and healing which accompanied Philip’s 

preaching, v. 7, were convincing evidence to the Samaritans, that Jesus 

was, in fact, the Messiah and Savior whom God sent into the world.   

6) This caused “great joy” in the city of Samaria, because they had victory 

over sin, evil, and suffering by faith in Jesus Christ, v. 8. 

7) Verses 9-13 tell about a man named Simon, who had “bewitched 

[astonished]” the people of Samaria with his sorcery, v. 9, so that, “they 

all gave heed” to him, and took him to be ‘the great power of God”, v. 10.  

8) However, when the people of Samaria believed the Gospel, they forsook 

Simon the sorcerer and “were baptized both men and women”, v. 12.  

Then Simon, apparently hoping to regain some of his influence over the 

Samaritans, professed faith in Jesus Christ, was baptized, no doubt 

attempting to figure out how Philip was performing miracles, v. 13; 

compare vv. 18-25.   

B. Witnessing to One African Man, vv. 26-40. 

1) After the Apostles Peter and John came from Jerusalem and prayed for the 

Samaritan believers to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, and they were 

filled with the Spirit, Acts 8:14-18, 25, an angel of the Lord commanded 

Philip to leave Samaria, and go to the trade route that went from 

Jerusalem to Gaza, v. 26. 

2) Philip obeyed the angel, and found on the trade route, an African man, a 

devout Gentile, riding in a chariot, v. 28.  He had been to Jerusalem to 

worship and was returning to his home in Ethiopia, v. 27. 



3) Multitudes had been drawn to the Lord Jesus by Philip’s ministry in 

Samaria, but now, the Lord had called him to preach the Gospel to one 

man in the desert, v. 26.   

4) Why would God send Philip away from a city, to preach to one man? 

Most likely because, through this one man the Christian faith was 

introduced to Ethiopia, which afterwards had a centuries-long history as a 

Christian nation, well into the twentieth century.   

5) This one man, a Gentile believer in the God of Israel, was a high official 

of the Ethiopian government, serving as the queen’s treasurer.   

6) Because the Holy Spirit had already prepared the mind and heart of the 

Ethiopian man to receive the Gospel, the Spirit commanded Philip to 

approach him.  When Philip ran along beside the Ethiopian’s chariot, he 

heard him reading from the scroll of Isaiah the prophet.   

7) Philip called out, “Do you understand what you are reading?” The 

Ethiopian replied that he did not understand and invited Philip to join him 

in the chariot.   

8) The Ethiopian was reading from Isaiah 53:7-8, and Philip began there and 

preached to the Ethiopian about Jesus Christ.  The Ethiopian believed in 

Christ, was baptized in water, “and he went on his way rejoicing”, v. 39.   

9) Philip preached the Gospel in all the cities he passed through, until he 

reached Caesarea, v. 40. 

10) As Christians, we have a commission from Christ to make the 

Gospel known to all people.  However, there are times when we are led by 

the Holy Spirit to witness of Christ to one specific individual.  When this 

happens, we can be sure the Holy Spirit has prepared that individual’s 

mind and heart to receive the Gospel.  

11) “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God”, 

Romans 10:17.  Both the Old and New Testaments testify that Jesus is the 

Messiah.  Are we working with the Holy Spirit, to confirm and clarify to 

people what the Bible says about Jesus Christ? Our witnessing of Christ 

must be consistent with Holy Scripture. 

2. The Apostle Peter’s Ministry:  Acts 9:32-35. 

A. Paralytic Man Healed, vv. 32-35. 

1) The Apostle Peter traveled outside Jerusalem, to minister in various towns 

in the province of Judean, v. 32.  In Lydda, 25 miles northwest of 

Jerusalem, Peter found a man named Aeneas, a paralytic, unable to leave 

his bed for eight years, v. 33.   

2) Peter was known in Jerusalem for the miracles the Lord performed 

through him, Acts 5:15, so it is not surprising the Lord performed 

miracles through him in other places.   

3) Peter said to Aeneas, “Jesus Christ maketh thee whole”, v. 34, and 

immediately he was healed.  Here, as in Jerusalem, Acts 3:12-16; 4:10, 



Peter made clear that, miracles performed, were, in fact, done by Jesus 

Christ, v. 34. 

4) As a result of the miraculous healing of Aeneas, people in Lydda and 

nearby Sharon “turned to the Lord”, v. 35. 

B. Dead Woman Raised to life, vv. 36-43. 

1) In the Mediterranean seacoast city of Joppa, about 35 miles from 

Jerusalem, there lived a highly respected “disciple,” a Jewish believer in 

Jesus as the Messiah.   

2) Her Aramaic name was Tabitha, and her Greek name was Dorcas. She 

was well-known for her good works and generosity to the poor, v. 36.  

She became sick and died, and her body was prepared for burial. 

3) The believers in Joppa having heard the Apostle Peter was in Lydda, only 

tem miles away, sent two men to summon Peter to come to Joppa without 

delay.   

4) When Peter arrived, he was brought to where Dorcas’ body lay.  There, 

widows who had benefited from her charity were grieving over her death.  

After seeing their grief, Peter asked the mourners to leave the room, and 

then knelt and prayed.   

5) Afterwards, he turned to Dorcas’ body, addressed her by her Aramaic 

name, and commanded her to rise.  She opened her eyes, sat up, and Peter 

took her hand to help her stand.  Then, Peter called the mourners and 

presented her to them alive.  When word of this spread across Joppa, 

“many believed in the Lord”, v. 42. 

6) Accompanying the miracles done by the Apostles, large numbers of 

people became believers in Jesus Christ.  For those who experienced and 

witnessed these miracles, the miracles were, for them, proof that the 

Gospel is true.   

7) Miracles can help some people to believe the Gospel.  And for unsaved 

sinners, the greatest miracle from God was, is, and always will be, 

salvation from sin by the grace of Christ that gives to the saved sinner a 

new life of righteousness in Christ.  

8) For the unsaved, this is the miracle from God we should desire and pray 

for more than all others.   

3. Gentiles Receive The Holy Spirit:  Acts 10:1-2, 19-20, 30-33. 

A. God Hears a Devout Gentile, vv. 1-2, 19-20, 30-33. 

1) This part of the lesson is also about the ministry of the Apostle Peter.  

Cornelius was a Roman soldier, a centurion in command of up to 100 

soldiers.   

2) He was a devout Gentile, a believer in the God of Israel, a man of prayer, 

and generous to the poor.  He resided in the Mediterranean seacoast city 

of Caesarea, also the home city of Philip the evangelist, vv. 1-2. 



3) As told in Acts 10:3-18, in answer to his generosity and prayers, God sent 

an angel, who commanded Cornelius to send men to Joppa, to call for the 

Apostle Peter, who was lodging in the home of a man named Simon.   

4) These men were instructed to ask Peter to come to Cornelius’ home in 

Caesarea, to tell him and his household what they ought to do, v. 6.  When 

these men arrived where Peter was lodging, by means of a vision, God 

had already prepared him to go with them. 

5) While Peter was thinking about the significance of the vision, the Holy 

Spirit commanded him to go with the men sent by Cornelius, vv. 19-20.  

Peter arrived in the home of Cornelius four days after the angel had 

commanded him to send for Peter, v. 30. 

6) He told Peter in detail why he had sent for him, vv. 30-33, and said, we 

are “all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded 

thee of God”, v. 33. 

B. Gentiles Baptized in the Spirit, vv. 34-48. 

1) Soon after arriving in the home of Cornelius, Peter began his message to 

them, vv. 34-43.  Most Christians tend not to give much attention to what 

Peter said on this occasion, but he spoke some very significant truths: 

a) God is no respecter of persons, and in all nations, those who fear 

Him and work righteousness are accepted with Him. 

b) The Gentiles gathered in Cornelius’ home knew the word God sent 

by Jesus Christ, that was made known in all of Judea. 

c) The Gentiles gathered in Cornelius’ home knew about the ministry 

of John the Baptist and the ministry of Jesus. 

d) In conclusion, Peter explained that he, and all those who had 

witnessed the ministry of Jesus, and His death and resurrection, 

were His witnesses, “that through His name whosoever believeth in 

Him shall receive remission [forgiveness] of sins”, v. 43. 

2) While Peter was still speaking to the Gentiles gathered in Cornelius’ 

house, “the Holy Ghost fell on all them who heard the word”, v. 44.   

3) When this happened, the Jewish believers who had accompanied Peter to 

Cornelius’ house were astonished that God poured out His Spirit on these 

Gentile believers, just as he had on the Jewish believers on the Day of 

Pentecost, Acts 2, “For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 

God”, v. 46.   

4) Then, Peter asked of his fellow Jewish believers, could anyone forbid 

these Gentile believers to be baptized in water, who had received the gift 

of the Holy Spirit?, v. 47.   

5) Later, the Apostle Peter reported to the church in Jerusalem, “the Holy 

Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning”, Acts 11:15.  The Gentiles 

receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit marked the beginning of the Church’s 



acceptance of Gentile believers in Christ, without requiring them to 

convert to Judaism, Acts 11:18; 15:6-11. 

6) While every person is an individual, and has a uniquely personal 

relationship with God, the fact remains that there are strong similarities in 

the ways we experience God, and these similarities enable us to identify 

one another as believers in Christ.   

7) There will always be some who profess to be Christians, and are not. 

Nevertheless, when the Jewish believers in Christ, and then the Gentile 

believers in Christ, received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, they clearly 

understood that they all had received the same experience of God. 

8) As believers in Christ, we have an obligation to God and Christ to 

welcome into our fellowship all whom God and Christ accept.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we must give priority to influencing others 

to become believers in Christ, and then to helping them become strong, mature disciples of 

Christ.  

 

Ministry in Action:  One theme suggested by this lesson is including the excluded.  Make it a 

part of your ministry as a believer in Christ, to treat others in such a way, they feel included 

instead of excluded.   

 


