
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, June 5, 2022 Pentecost Sunday (Lesson #1)  

 

Why the Holy Spirit Came:  The Holy Spirit enables us to live for Christ 

and make the Gospel known to the world.                              

 
Scriptures:  John 14:15-18; Acts 2:1-4; John 14:26; 16:12-14; Romans 8:26-27; John 15:26-

27; 16:7-11.                   

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson tells that the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church came on 

the Day of Pentecost following the ascension of Jesus.  This lesson invites us to consider the 

two main practical purposes for which the Holy Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2): 

to be a Help to believers in Christ, and to be a Convincer to the world to believe in Jesus as 

the Messiah whom God sent into the world to save sinners.  As Christians, it is important for 

us to know the Holy Spirit is a witness of Christ to the world, and that by enabling us for 

Christian living and ministry, He also equips us to be effective witnesses of Christ to the 

world, Acts 5:32. 

 

Historical Background:  Regarding the books of the Bible on which this lesson is based, the 

following:  John’s Gospel is generally believed to have been written by the elderly Apostle 

John, about AD 90-95, at Ephesus, where he had taken up residence after AD 62.  The Acts 

of the Apostles is believed to have been written by Luke (the same man who wrote the 

Gospel that bears his name), at Rome, AD 61-63, where he was with the Apostle Paul, see 

Acts 28:16, 39-41.  Luke was a ministry colleague of the Apostle Paul the last 13 years of 

Paul’s life.  The Apostle Paul’s letter to the Christians at Rome appears to have been written 

from Corinth, while Paul spent the winter there, AD 57-58. 

 

Lesson Outline:   

1. The Spirit Came At Pentecost:  John 14:15-18; Acts 2:1-4. 

A. Gift of the Spirit Promised, Jn, 14:15-18. 

B. The Spirit Received by Believers, Acts 2:1-4. 

2. The Spirit Helps Believers:  John 14:26; 16:12-14; Romans 8:26-27. 

A. Helper and Guide to Believers, Jn. 14:26; 16:12-14. 

B. Intercessor for Believers, Romans 8:26-27. 

3. The Spirit Convinces The World:  John 15:26-27; 16:7-11. 

A. The Spirit Testifies of Christ, Jn. 15:26-27. 

B. The Spirit Convicts and Convinces, Jn. 16:7-11. 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. The Spirit Came At Pentecost:  John 14:15-18; Acts 2:1-4. 

A. Gift of the Spirit Promised: John 14:15-18. 

1) Jesus identified love for Him, and obedience to Him, as conditions for 

receiving the Comforter (the Holy Spirit) promised by Him.  The purpose 

of the Spirit to His disciples was implicit in the fact that Jesus said He 

would “pray the Father” to send the Spirit, and the Father would send the 

Holy Spirit to them, vv. 15-16. 

2) Jesus said the Comforter (Helper) would be “another Comforter”, v. 16.  

The word another comes from the Greek term allos, which means, 

“another the same as.”   

3) That is, the Holy Spirit, as the Helper of believers in Christ, is “the same 

as” Christ in the help He gives to believers.  It is important for us to know 

the Holy Spirit will help us in all the same ways that Christ himself would 

help us, were He present with us in the flesh.  

4) But unlike the temporary physical presence of Christ with His disciples, 

the spiritual presence of the Holy Spirit will abide with us forever.   

5) Jesus said the Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of truth”, v. 17, signifying the 

Spirit’s perfect unity with the truth of God, which is the Word of God, 

John 17:17, and also signifying the Spirit’s perfect unity with Christ, who, 

as a human, was manifested as the Living Word of God, John 1:14. 

6) Jesus said the unbelieving world cannot receive the Holy Spirit, because 

unbelievers do not know the Spirit, v. 17; 1 Cor. 2:14.  But as believers in 

Christ, we can receive the gift of (baptism in, fullness of) the Holy Spirit, 

because we know Christ, and in knowing Christ as our Savior and Lord, 

we also know the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of Christ indwelling us in 

regeneration (the new birth).   

7) In the spiritual presence of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said He would come to 

His disciples, v. 18, and what He said to them is true for all who believe 

in Him. 

B. The Spirit Received by Believers:  Acts 2:1-4. 

1) Here is described the beginning of the fulfillment of the promise that the 

Holy Spirit would be given to believers in Christ.  The timing of this 

event was on the Day of Pentecost following the ascension of Jesus. 

2) In Jesus’ times, Jews observed the Day of Pentecost as a religious festival, 

marking the beginning of the wheat harvest, and in remembrance of the 

giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai, fifty days 

after the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt.   

3) The receiving of the gift of the Holy Spirit by Jesus’ disciples, described 

here, occurred about mid-morning on the Day of Pentecost, in a large 

upper room believed to have been located near the temple in Jerusalem. 



4) About 120 of Jesus’ disciples, Acts 1:15, were assembled together, 

worshipping God and waiting for the promise of the Spirit to be fulfilled, 

see Luke 24:49-53. 

5) The gift of the Holy Spirit had been foretold as a baptism, Acts 1:5; 11:16.  

But here, the experience of receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit on the Day 

of Pentecost is described as being “filled with the Holy Ghost [Holy 

Spirit],” and the initial evidence, manifested through the disciples that 

they had received the Holy Spirit was that, they “spoke with other tongues 

[languages they had not learned] as the Spirit gave them utterance”, Acts 

2:4. 

6) The church (Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant), in both doctrine and 

liturgy, makes a distinction between receiving the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit by means of regeneration (the new birth), and receiving the gift of 

(baptism in, fullness of) the Holy Spirit subsequent to regeneration.   

7) From the language used in Scripture to describe receiving the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, Acts 8:14-17, it is apparent that the baptism in the Holy Spirit 

is one’s initial experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit subsequent 

to regeneration, and after which the believer is to live a Spirit-filled life.   

8) The gift of the Holy Spirit was promised to God’s people in several Old 

Testament prophecies, and by the preaching of John the Baptist.  Then, 

Jesus Christ himself confirmed these promises by promising to send the 

Holy Spirit to His disciples.   

9) The promised gift of the Holy Spirit began to be received on the Day of 

Pentecost, Acts 2, and thus the promise began to be fulfilled almost two 

millennia ago, and it is still being fulfilled today.   

10) Every born again (regenerated) believer in Jesus Christ can and 

should be baptized in (filled with) the Holy Spirit.   

2. The Spirit Helps Believers:  John 14:26; 16:12-14; Romans 8:26-27. 

A. Helper and Guide to Believers: John 14:26; 16:12-14. 

1) As has already been said in this lesson, the meaning of the name 

Comforter, as a name for the Holy Spirit, is “Helper,” 

2) Here, John 14:26, Jesus clearly identified the Holy Spirit as the Helper of 

believers, whom the Father would sent to them for Jesus’ sake.  In this 

verse, Jesus spoke of two specific ways in which the Helper, the Holy 

Spirit, helps believers.   

3) First, the Holy Spirit helps believers in Christ by being to them a teacher. 

Jesus was the greatest teacher, and likewise, the Spirit teaches “all 

thing….whatsoever” Jesus said, John 14:26.   

4) Thus, the Holy Spirit enables believers to understand and apply the 

teachings of Christ consistent with the whole Word of God (the whole 

Bible).   



5) Second, the Holy Spirit helps believers in Christ to remember “all 

things…whatsoever” Jesus said, John 14:26.  The practical purpose in this 

is that we may remember, not only to know, but to believe and obey 

Jesus’s words.   

6) In John 16:12-14, Jesus said the Holy Spirit will be a guide to believers.  

Because the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, v. 13, He guides us “into all 

truth” in faith and practice in relation to Jesus Christ.   

7) The Spirit guides, not independently, but in concert with God the Father 

and God the Son, to bring honor and glory to Christ.  The revelation of 

truth provided by the Holy Spirit is consistent with the truth made known 

by God the Father in Holy Scripture, and also consistent with the truth 

made known by God the Son, the Living Word, in His incarnation.   

8) The Spirit shows believers “things to come”, v. 13, in that He, in 

confirmation of the Gospel, testifies of the mission, destiny, and triumph 

of the Church through Christ (see 1 Cor. 2:9-13.  In doing this, the Spirit 

glorifies Christ, v. 14. 

B. Intercessor for Believers:  Romans 8:26-27. 

1) There is no place in Scripture where Jesus stated the Holy Spirit would 

intercede for believers in prayer.  So how did the Apostle Paul come to 

the conclusion that the Holy Spirit interceded for believers?   

2) This is implied in what Jesus said about the Holy Spirit helping believers 

in all the same ways He (Jesus) would help them.  Jesus Christ makes 

intercession for us at the right hand of God in heaven, and, therefore, the 

Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of Christ dwelling in us, also makes 

intercession for us.   

3) Our human weaknesses can drive us to our knees in prayer for God’s help.  

However, we also have a weakness in prayer: “we know not what we 

should pray for as we ought”, v. 26.   

4) So, the Holy Spirit helps us by interceding to God for us, “according to 

the will of God.”  The fact that the Holy Spirit prays for us according to 

God’s will, is extremely important because, the only effective praying is 

that in keeping with the will of God, see 1 John 5:14-15. 

5) We are greatly blessed to have the Gospel and the whole Bible as God’s 

Word to us.  We are doubly blessed that Christ has not left us without 

divine help in understanding and applying the Word of God.  

6) The Holy Spirit is our Teacher, Reminder, Guide, and intercessor.  Let us 

always welcome His help, because we need His help.  If we sincerely 

desire to fulfill God’s good will for our lives, we will be responsive to the 

teaching, reminding, and guiding of the Holy Spirit.   

7) We will earnestly desire, and be grateful for, the intercession of the Holy 

Spirit on our behalf.   

 



3. The Spirit Convinces The World:  John 15:26-27; 16:7-11. 

A. The Spirit Testifies of Christ: John 15:26-27. 

1) In this passage of Scripture, the Holy Spirit’s testimony of Christ is linked 

to the witness of believers in Christ.  The Holy Spirit testifies of Christ to 

the world through believers in Christ, as the fruit of the Spirit and the gifts 

of the Spirit are manifested to the world through us.  

2) The Holy Spirit also testifies of Christ by speaking to the minds and 

hearts of the unsaved when they hear the Gospel proclaimed.  The Spirit 

speaks to the unsaved about the validity of the claims of Christ and their 

need to be saved from sin by Him.   

B. The Spirit Convicts and Convinces: John 16:7-11. 

1) The role of the Holy Spirit in relations to the unbelieving (unsaved) world 

is to convict and convince people regarding the redemptive work of 

Christ.  He convicts unbelievers of sin, because they are lost in sin, John 

3:18-19.   

2) The Holy Spirit works to make the unsaved conscious of their sins, of 

their need of Jesus Christ the Savior.  The conviction of the Spirit is 

experienced by the unsaved as guilt and sorrow for sins committed.  This 

leads them to repentance and trust in Christ for salvation, see 2 Cor. 7:10. 

3) Upon hearing the Gospel, however or by whatever means it is proclaimed 

to them, convicted sinners who repent and believe in Christ are convinced 

of His righteousness, which is able to make them righteous.   

4) When any person trusts in Christ for salvation, the righteousness of Christ 

is imputed and imparted to that person.  By trusting in Christ, we are 

given credit for His righteousness by God; and God, by His Spirit, also 

imparts to us the righteousness of Christ immediately and continually, 

enabling us to live Christlike.   

5) Finally, the Holy Spirit convinces the unsaved regarding the judgment 

implicit in the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ.  All sinners 

were judged worthy of death by Christ’s death for our sins.  

6) But Christ, by dying for our sins and rising from the dead, judged Satan 

and took from him the power of death, see Hebrews 2:14-15.  By trusting 

in Christ for salvation, sinners are saved from the coming judgment and 

everlasting death that will befall the unsaved.   

7) The Gospel “is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believeth”, Romans 1:16.  However, the success of the Gospel in turning 

sinners to Christ for salvation must be attributed to the convincing work 

of the Holy Spirit, confirming the truthfulness of the Gospel.   

8) As believers in Christ, we are dependent on this work of the Holy Spirit to 

make our witness of Christ effective.  We cannot lead anyone to trust in 

Christ, except as the Holy Spirit works with us, testifying to the hearts and 

minds of those who hear us, that Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord.   



Call to Discipleship:  As followers of Christ, it is His will that we obey Him in all things, and 

it is His will for us to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, as the Apostle Paul 

commanded Christians, we should be, always being filled with the Spirit, Ephesians 5:18. 

 

Ministry in Action: Pray for and encourage fellow believers you know who are seeking the 

baptism in the Holy Spirit, that they will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 
 

 


