
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, June 27, 2021  

 

A Pattern for Prayer:  Jesus Christ modeled the best way to pray.                  

 
Scripture: Luke 11: 1-13.    

 

The Lesson Overview:  Jesus was a man of prayer.  When we ready closely 

through the Gospels, we see how often the disciples noticed Jesus praying.  Jesus 

often would step away from the crowds to find a solitary place to pray.  What 

would it be like to hear God the Son pray?  Some of Jesus’ disciples had this 

opportunity from time to time.  They saw the authority and power of Jesus’ 

ministry.  It seems they knew His prayers had something to do with His authority 

and power, so they wanted to know how they could pray as Jesus prayed.  May we 

all have a similar desire as we look more closely at our Lord’s model prayer, along 

with His additional teaching on prayer, in Luke 11. 

 

Historical Background:  Luke 9:51 tells of Jesus’ beginning of His final trip from 

Galilee to Jerusalem to be crucified.  Luke 10:38 tells of Jesus and the Twelve 

arriving at the home of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus in Bethany, about two miles 

southeast of Jerusalem.  Shortly after this, only days before His crucifixion, Jesus’ 

praying, and His teaching about prayer, as told in Luke 11:1-13, occurred 

somewhere in the vicinity of Jerusalem.  This request by a disciple to be taught 

how to pray by Jesus, came near the end of His earthly ministry.  However, early in 

His ministry, Jesus had made the model prayer part of His teaching in “The 

Sermon on the Mount”, see Mathew 6:9-13. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Christ Teaches How to Pray:  Luke 1:1-4. 

A. Desiring To Pray Effectively, v. 1. 

B. The Lord’s Example of Prayer, vv. 2-4. 

2. Christ Teaches Persistence in Prayer:  Luke 11:5-10. 

A. A Friends Persistent Request, vv. 5-8. 

B. Be Persistent in Prayer, v. 9-10. 

3. The Father Gives The Holy Spirit:  Luke 1: 11-13. 

A. An Earthly Father’s Example, vv. 11-12. 

B. The Heavenly Father’s Response, v. 13. 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Christ Teaches How To Pray:  Luke 11:1-4. 

A. Desiring To Pray Effectively, v. 1. 

1) Luke says Jesus was praying in a certain place, and “when He 

ceased,” one of His disciples, apparently one of the Twelve, 

said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John [the Baptist] also 

taught his disciples.”   

2) Notice that while one disciple did the asking, he was apparently 

asking on behalf of all the disciples [the Twelve], because he 

said, “teach us.” 

3) It is easy to pass quickly over this first verse of Luke 11, to get 

on to Jesus’ reply, but first we should pay attention to the fact 

that Jesus was often found praying by His disciples.  

4) Jesus did not merely teach about prayer, His teaching was 

rooted in His own practice of prayer.  He wants us to learn 

about prayer, not only by hearing and believing His teachings 

about prayer, but also by following His example of making 

prayer a continual part of our daily living and seeing the results 

of prayer.  

B. The Lord’s Example of Prayer, vv. 2-4. 

1) What has come to be known as “The Lord’s Prayer,” is, in fact 

a model or pattern for prayer given to us by Jesus.  This pattern 

for prayer is also found in Matthew 6:9-13, and differs slightly 

from the one found in Luke. 

2) Instead of “forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” 

(Matthew 6:12), Luke’s version states more explicitly, “forgive 

us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to 

us”, v. 4.   

3) The petition in Matthew 6:13, and in Luke 11:4, that says, “lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,” needs to be 

understood as a positive request stated in negative terms.  What 

it means is, “lead us away from temptation, and deliver us from 

evil.”   

4) Finally, Luke’s version does not have the concluding doxology 

(Praise to God) found in Matthew 6:13, “for Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.” 

5) While The Lord’s Prayer is a pattern for prayer, it is memorized 

by many Christians while they are children, and for multiplied 

hundreds of millions of Christians, The Lord’s Prayer is recited 



as part of the Christian liturgy for public worship, weddings, 

and funerals.   

6) There are also many Christians who recite The Lord’s Prayer as 

part of their daily personal devotions.  While we speak of 

reciting The Lord’s Prayer, which means its words are quoted 

as found in Scripture, the fact is, we should not merely recite 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

7) When we use The Lord’s Prayer in either public or private 

worship, we should sincerely pray it, paying close attention to 

what we are saying, and taking to heart the meaning of the 

words we are speaking to our Father in heaven. 

8) While The Lord’s Prayer is the pattern for prayer most often 

referenced by Christians, it is not the only example for prayer 

we have from Jesus.  The Great Intercessory Prayer of Jesus is 

found in the Gospel by John, chapter 17. 

9) We can learn much from it about what Christ our Lord desires 

for every believer in Him.  With this in mind, we can learn how 

we ought to pray, and for what we ought to pray, not only from 

the prayer of Jesus in John 17. 

10) The Lord’s Prayer teaches it is right to begin prayer with 

recognizing and praising God the Father (Luke 11:2).  Our 

Father in heaven is infinitely high above us, but also with us, 

and able to do for us whatever we need.   

11) With this in mind, we are ready to move on to the 

petitions in The Lord’s Prayer, which encompass all of our 

material, physical, spiritual, moral, and social needs as creatures 

of God our Father, loved by Him as His own dear children, 1 

John 3:1.   

12) We do not have to beg or persuade God to be good to us, 

any more than our own children have to beg or persuade us to 

be good to them.  We have only to ask of Him, with faith and 

sincerity. 

13) Regarding The Lord’s Prayer, consider the following: 

First, Jesus taught this prayer to His disciples, effectively giving 

it to them.  So, we could rightly call this prayer, “The Disciples 

Prayer,” as much as it is “The Lord’s Prayer.”  We can take 

ownership of what is given us by Christ, making it our prayer 

too. 

14) Second, we must not miss the fact that in every petition 

of The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus used the plural pronouns “our,” 



“us,” and “we.”  This is a prayer for individual believers in the 

community of faith.  Prayer can never be only about me.  God 

wants us to pray not only for our own needs to be supplied, but 

also for the needs of others to be supplied.   

2. Christ Teaches Persistence in Prayer:  Luke 11:5-10. 

A. A Friend’s Persistent Request, vv. 5-8. 

1) Here, Jesus used a story to illustrate persistence in prayer.  This 

illustration began with a question, to put the hearer in the story:  

Which of you would go to a friend’s house at midnight and ask 

to borrow three loaves of bread?   

2) You would explain that a friend of yours has arrived at your 

house in the middle of the night, and you have no bread to set 

before him.   

3) In Jesus’ time in the Middle East, it was not unusual for people 

to travel at night to avoid the burning heat of the day.  Also, 

regardless of the time at which a guest arrived, the host was 

expected to provide food and hospitality for the guest.  So this 

situation was not as bizarre as it might seem to us. 

4) Jesus continued, your friend within his house replies, “Trouble 

me not,” the door is close and the whole family is in bed, “I 

cannot rise and give to you”, v. 7. 

5) Then, Jesus explained, although the friend of the friend who is 

seeking bread will not rise and give him bread because he is a 

friend, nevertheless, because of his friend’s persistence 

(“importunity”), he will rise and give him all the bread he 

needs.   

6) In this instance, the inconvenience of the friend’s persistence is 

more persuasive than friendship alone.   

B. Be Persistent in Prayer, vv. 9-10. 

1) Here, Jesus provided straightforward teaching about the 

rewards of being persistent in prayer.  Jesus used three very 

active verbs to teach persistence in prayer:  ask, seek, and 

knock, v. 9. 

2) In New Testament Greek, these verbs are stated in a tense form 

that implies ongoing action.  They could read, “Ask, and keep 

asking.  Seek, and keep seeking. Knock, and keep knocking.” 

3) Jesus explained that those who persist in asking, receive; those 

who persist in seeking, find; and to those who persist in 

knocking, the door is opened, vv. 9-10. 



4) There is suggested a progressive intensity form asking, to 

seeking, to knocking, and also a progressiveness in that which 

is obtained by each effort.   

5) Jesus gave a pattern for prayer, and then encouraged persistence 

in prayer.  Except for the fact that, in The Lord’s Prayer, the 

preface to all the petitions is that God’s kingdom may come, 

and His will may be done, v. 2, nothing else is said in Luke 

11:1-13 about praying for things outside of God’s will.  

6) However, elsewhere the Bible informs, “Ye ask, and receive 

not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 

lusts”, James 4:3.   

7) And the Bible instructs, “if we ask anything according to His 

(God’s) will, He heareth us… (and) we have the petitions that 

we desired of Him”, 1 John 4:14-15. 

8) Praying for things we know cannot be God’s will, even with 

persistence, will get us nowhere.  Successful prayer must 

always be within God’s will.  

3. The Father Gives The Holy Spirit:  Luke 11:11-13. 

A. An Earthly Father’s Example, vv. 11-12. 

1) Jesus, who taught the doctrine of the fatherhood of God as no 

one ever had before, brought this section of His teaching on 

prayer to a conclusion by calling attention to the good and 

generous nature of God the Father.  

2) Jesus did this by likening God’s behavior to the behavior of a 

good earthly father toward his children.   

3) When a child come to his or her father with a request, a good 

earthly father has a desire to fulfill his child’s request.  Jesus 

gave an example of this by saying that, if a son asks bread of 

his father, he will not give his son a stone, and if his son asks 

for a fish, he will not give him a serpent, and if his son asks for 

an egg, he will not give him a scorpion.  

4) Jesus’ point in saying this was so those hearing Him would not 

expect less of God than of a good earthly father.  It is amazing 

how inclined we sinful humans are to think of God being less 

good than humans.  

5) While this thinking is rarely explicitly spoken, it is concealed 

under grumbling about God not doing what we think He ought 

to be doing about this or that.   

6) In fact, our heavenly Father is infinitely better in every way 

than the best earthly fathers can ever be.  



B. The Heavenly Father’s Response, v. 13. 

1) Finally, Jesus concluded this session of teaching on prayer by 

affirming that God gives only good gifts to His children.  

Seeing that we know to give good gifts to our children, how 

much more should we trust that God the Father will give good 

gifts to us in answer to our prayers. 

2) “He [God] that spareth not His own Son, but delivered Him up 

for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 

things”, Romans 8:32.   

3) Our heavenly Father is “able to do exceedingly abundantly 

above all we ask or think”, Ephesians 3:20.  He will “give the 

Holy Spirit to them that ask him.”  To have God by His Spirit, 

the Spirit of Christ, living in us, is ultimately, the answer to all 

of our prayers. 

4) The good father will not give his child who asks for a fish a 

venomous snake, but neither will he give his child a venomous 

snake because he asks for one.  Implicit in the principle that 

God our Father give only good gifts, is the reality that God will 

not give us things that will harm us, when we either ignorantly 

or unwisely ask for things that will be harmful to us.   

5) We are blessed more than we can ever know, that God does not 

give to us everything we ask for in prayer.  However, looking 

back over our lives, we may see that God did not give us some 

things we asked for, and thank Him for being so good to us. 

 

Call to Discipleship:  Do not get caught up with ideas that there are certain 

methods, formulas, or words we must employ to pray effectively.  As disciples of 

Jesus Christ, let us accept with simplicity what Jesus taught regarding prayer, and 

then understand that the best way to pray effectively is to make praying a vital part 

of our daily living.  Prayer is not optional.  It is a necessity for every true follower 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Ministry in Action:  Close your study of this lesson with prayer.  Pray about the 

needs of the people in your family, work, community and the needs of the larger, 

global body of Christ.  


