
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, June 26, 2022 (Lesson #4)  

 

Encountering Deception and Persecution:  God works to protect and 

perpetuate the Church.                                   

 
Scriptures:  Acts 4:34 – 5: 42.                    

 

The Lesson Overview:  Deception and unholy living within, and opposition and persecution 

from without, have always been dangers to the well-being of the Church.  In this lesson, we 

see how the early church at Jerusalem, with God’s help, dealt with an internal threat of 

deception and the external threat of persecution.  When two deceivers who were members of 

the Christian community of faith in Jerusalem, conspired together to deceive the Apostles 

and the church, God’s judgment against them was swift.  When severe persecution arose 

against the Apostles, God gave them deliverance from prison, and spiritually empowered 

them to withstand suffering for Christ with rejoicing.   

 

Historical Background:   The entire history of the early Church as told by Luke in The Acts 

of Apostles spans 33 years (AD 30-63).  However, all the events in Acts, chapters 1 through 

7, are believed to have occurred within the year following the coming of the Holy Spirit on 

the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2.  The events told in this lesson occurred early in the history of 

the early church at Jerusalem, probably within several weeks to a few months after the Day 

of Pentecost.  Once the history in Acts gets past chapter seven, it becomes possible to date 

events in Acts by relating them to events of the same time known from secular history, and 

from information in the Letters by the Apostle Paul.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. God Judges Two Deceivers:  Acts 4:34 through 5:11. 

A. Dishonesty Exposed, 4:34-5:4. 

B. Dishonesty Punished, 5:5-11. 

2. Holy Spirit-Empowered Ministry:  Acts 5:12-16. 

A. Signs, Wonders, and Unity, vv. 12-14. 

B. Miraculous Healings, vv. 15-16. 

3. Persecution and Rejoicing:  Acts 5:17-42. 

A. Miraculous Deliverance, vv. 17-26. 

B. Unstopped by Opposition, vv. 26-42. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. God Judges Two Deceivers:  Acts 4:34 – 5:11. 

A. Dishonesty Exposed, 4:34 – 5:4. 

1) The purpose in providing the text from Acts 4:34-37 is to give the 

background for the story told in 5:1-11.  Because the early church at 

Jerusalem adopted a communal lifestyle, with the members having “all 

things common,” many of them “sold their possessions and goods, and 

parted them to all men, as every man had need”, Acts 2:44-45.   

2) When they sold their possessions and goods, and lands and houses, they 

brought the proceeds of the things they sold, laid them down at the feet of 

the Apostles, “and distribution was made unto every man according as he 

had need”, Acts 4:34-35.   

3) It is likely the early church at Jerusalem adopted this simple, communal 

pattern of living with the thought in mind that Jesus, who had only 

recently ascended to the Father, would return soon.   

4) But as things turned out, Jesus did not return as soon as expected, and the 

growth of the church in Jerusalem, combined with persecution, made 

communal living impractical, and likely, in part, contributed in later times 

to the poverty of the church in Jerusalem, (see Acts 11:29-30; Galatians 

2:9-10; Romans 15:25-26). 

5) Among the generous benefactors of the early church in Jerusalem was a 

man named Joses, to whom the Apostles had given the surname Barnabas, 

which means “son of encouragement.”   

6) He was devout Jew, native to the island nation of Cyprus, and a 

descendant of the priestly tribe of Levi, Acts 4:36.  This is the first 

mention of Barnabas in Acts, but he is mentioned frequently afterwards in 

Acts because of his close association with the Apostle Paul.   

7) Having a piece of land, most likely in the vicinity of Jerusalem, Barnabas 

sold it and brought the full proceeds of the sale to the Apostles for 

distribution, v. 37. 

8) Acts chapter 5 begins with a similar but what turns out to be, in fact, a 

very different story about giving to the church.  A man named Ananias, 

along with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of land, but did not give the full 

proceeds of the sale to the church.   

9) They intentionally kept back part of the price of the sale for themselves, 

but made the public pretense of giving the full value of the sale to the 

church, vv. 1-2. 

10) In this instance, it appears that Ananias laid his gift of money at the 

feet of the Apostle Peter.  Immediately, by the gift of a word of 

knowledge from the Holy Spirit, 1 Corinthians 12:8, the Apostle Peter 

knew Ananias was engaged in deception regarding the gift he was making 

to the church, v. 3. 



11) Peter inquired of Ananias why he had allowed Satan to fill his heart 

to lie to the Holy Spirit, by keeping for himself part of the price of the 

land he had sold.   

12) There would have been no sin in Ananias giving part of the 

proceeds of the sale of the land to the church, and keeping part for 

himself, if he had been honest about what he was doing, v. 4.  

13) His sin was that, by deception, he tried to make himself look more 

generous that he was, and in doing so, he had lied not only to Peter and 

the church, but to God.  

B. Dishonesty Punished, Acts 5:5-10. 

1) For Ananias and Sapphira, confrontation and rebuke for their dishonesty 

came from the Apostle Peter, but the punishment for their sin of lying to 

God came from God.   

2) In this instance, the punishment was the immediate death of each 

offender.  Without question, God made an example of His righteous 

judgment against these two sinner, as a warning to others not to trifle with 

God.   

3) This severe and immediate punishment of Ananias and Sapphira also 

served notice that God is the defender of the Church against all who 

would do it harm. 

4) King Solomon observed, “Because sentence against an evil work is not 

executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in 

them to do evil”, Ecclesiastes 8:11.   

5) Blessed we are , that God is merciful and patient toward us, and His 

judgment very rarely falls with the swiftness it fell on Ananias and 

Sapphira. 

6) Nevertheless, their doom is a reminder to us that a reverent fear of God is 

appropriate in God’s people, Acts 4:11, as a motivation to be faithful to 

Christ and His church in both our public and private living.  Where there 

is no fear of God’s judgment against sin, every evil will abound.   

2. Holy Spirit-Empowered Ministry:  Acts 5:12-16. 

A. Signs, Wonders, and Unity, vv. 12-14. 

1) God granted to the early church in Jerusalem, that “by the hands of the 

apostle were many signs and wonders wrought among the people”, v. 12.  

God did this to confirm that the Apostles had power and authority from 

Christ to teach and lead the Church.   

2) The power and authority of the Apostles to teach and lead the Church 

were essential for the establishment of the Church in the world, ultimately 

to fulfill the Great Commission Christ gave to the Church, Matthew 

28:19-20. 



3) What were the “signs and wonders” done by the Apostles?  The word 

sign, as it is used here, means an observable evidence of God’s presence 

and work among people.   

4) A sign is also called a wonder, because an observable evidence of God’s 

presence and work evokes wonder, awe, or amazement in those who see 

and recognize the sign for what it is.   

5) As shown in the King James Version of the Bible, a parenthetical 

statement begins at the end of verse 12 and goes through verse 14.  This 

statement tells of the unity of the early church, the key phrase being “all 

with one accord in Solomon’s porch”, v. 12. 

6) A porch on the east side of the Temple was called “Solomon’s porch.”  

This seems to have been the chief meeting place of the church in 

Jerusalem at this time, and the Apostles and other believers in Christ were 

held in high esteem by the general population of Jerusalem, so much so, 

that no one dared try to join the community of believers who was not 

sincere about believing in Jesus as the Messiah, v. 13.  

7) Resulting from the signs and wonders done by the Apostles, and the unity 

of the community of believers in Christ, many believers were “added to 

the Lord [Jesus], multitudes both of men and women”, v. 14.   

8) The growth of the early church in Jerusalem was phenomenal.  Three 

thousand were added on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2:41.  A short time 

later, another 5,000 became believers in Christ, Acts 4:4.   

9) Not long after this, “a great company of the priests were obedient to the 

faith”, Acts 6:7.  Twenty-eight years later, when the Apostles Paul visited 

Jerusalem (spring of AD 58), “many thousands of Jews” in Jerusalem 

were believers in Jesus as the Messiah, Acts 21:20. 

B. Miraculous Healings, vv. 15-16. 

1) Following the parenthetical statement which ends with verse 14, verse 15 

continues form the first part of verse 12.  This is to say, signs and wonders 

were accomplished through the Apostles, “insomuch that they brought 

forth the sick” and laid them on beds and couches beside the streets so 

that, when the Apostle Peter walked by, his shadow passed over these 

people, but the implication is they were healed or delivered from whatever 

disease or disability they had.   

2) As news spread in and beyond Jerusalem about the signs and wonders 

being done by the Apostles, multitudes of people came to Jerusalem from 

the surrounding town bringing those who were sick or vexed with demons 

to be healed, “as they were healed everyone”, v. 16. 

3) Jesus Christ promised that He would build His church, and the counsels of 

hell would not prevail against it, Matthew 16:18.  From the signs and 

wonders done by the Apostles, and the rapid growth of the early church at 

Jerusalem, it was apparent that Christ was building the Church.  



4) For almost two millennia since then, Christ has continued building His 

church, and the counsels of hell have not prevailed against it.  We can be 

confident that Christ will continue building His church until He comes 

again to receive the Church to Himself.   

5) The Church, if we will have it to be so, is still Holy Spirit-empowered by 

Christ for Christlike living and ministry.  

3. Persecution and Rejoicing:  Acts 5:17-42. 

A. Miraculous Deliverance, vv. 17-26. 

1) Seeing the rapid growth in Jerusalem of the number of Jews who believed 

in Jesus as the Messiah, the Jewish religious leaders took action against 

this movement.   

2) Perceiving Peter and John to be the chief leaders of this movement, the 

Jews attempted to silence them about Jesus, Acts 4:18-21.  When this 

failed, they decided to imprison all the Apostles, Acts 5:17-18, thus 

removing from the believers in Jesus as the Messiah all of their chief 

leaders.  

3) However, the night following the Apostles’ imprisonment, the angel of 

the Lord released them from prison and commanded them to resume their 

ministry of teaching in the Temple, vv. 19-20. 

4) At daybreak, following the day of their imprisonment, all the Apostles 

were again in the Temple teaching the people about Jesus.  Meanwhile, 

that morning, the high priest of the Jews, not knowing an angel had 

released the Apostles from prison, called together a court for the 

examination of the Apostles, v. 21.   

5) When the high priest learned the Apostles were teaching again in the 

Temple, he sent the Temple police to arrest them again.  The fact that the 

Temple police feared they would be stoned by the people if they used 

force to arrest the Apostles, reveals how popular the believers in Jesus as 

the Messiah were in Jerusalem.   

6) The Apostles offered no resistance to the police, and came willingly to be 

examined by the Jew’s religious leaders, v. 26. 

B. Unstopped by Opposition, vv. 27-42. 

1) Appearing before the court summoned by the high priest of the Jews, the 

Apostles boldly defended the Gospel.  They did not deny who they were.  

Jesus had said they would be His witnesses, Acts 1:8, and they testified to 

the Jewish court, “we are His [Jesus’] witnesses” v. 32. 

2) They demonstrated their determination to keep on preaching and teaching 

about Jesus, saying their only choice of action was clear: they would obey 

God, v. 29.   

3) After being beaten and warned again not to speak in the name of Jesus, v. 

40, the Apostles left their confrontation with Jewish religious leaders, not 



only undefeated, but also rejoicing that they were privileged to suffer for 

Jesus Christ, v. 41.   

4) Then, the Apostles resumed their ministry, in the Temple, “and in every 

house,” teaching and preaching about Jesus Christ, v. 42. 

5) It is inevitable in this world, that those who believe in Jesus Christ will be 

opposed by those who reject Him.  This being so, we do not seek 

confrontation with the enemies of Christ, but we must remain faithful to 

Christ in the face of opposition, knowing that God is faithful to His 

faithful people.   

6) Surely the Apostles did not expect from the very court that was conspiring 

to murder them, one would rise as their protector, Acts 5:34-40.  Because 

God rules over all people and events, He can raise from unexpected 

sources the help needed by His church.  

7) God’s overruling providence must be our confidence in the face of 

opposition to Christ.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  As believers in Christ, we are called to keep the faith in all 

circumstances.  Without question, if we keep our faith in Christ, our faith in Christ, our faith 

in Christ will keep us in all circumstances.   

 

Ministry in Action:  In the face of increasing hostility toward Jesus Christ and those who 

believe in Him, we can encourage and pray for one another to remain faithful to Christ.  

 

 


