
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, June 19, 2022 (Lesson #3)  

 

The Growing Church:  Faithfulness to Christ and church growth go 

hand-in-hand.                                 

 
Scriptures:  Acts 2:4-5, 14-18, 37-41, 2:42 – 3:12; 4:1-4, 5-32.                    

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is about the growth of the church during the first several 

months after the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2.  In Jerusalem and 

Judea, the church experienced not only tremendous growth, but multiplication.  The growth 

was a blessing of God’s providence for the young church, and was essential for its survival in 

the face of significant opposition from Jews in Jerusalem and Judea who were strongly 

opposed to the belief their fellow Jews had that Jesus was the Messiah, whom God had raised 

from the dead.  Nevertheless, as the Gospel was proclaimed, a steadily increasing number of 

Jews became believers in Jesus as the Messiah.   

 

Historical Background:  The death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, and the 

coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2, all occurred in the spring of AD 

30.  All of the events told in this lesson occurred in AD 30, likely within several weeks after 

the Day of Pentecost.  During this time, the early Church was in the process of becoming 

established in Jerusalem and Judea, as Jesus had said would be the case, Luke 24:47; Acts 

1:8.  The proclamation of the Gospel after the Day of Pentecost began in Jerusalem and 

Judea, and the Church became well-established there before the proclamation of the Gospel 

spread to Samaria, and later to Africa, Asia, and Europe.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Gladly Receiving the Word:  Acts 2:4-5, 14-18, 37-41. 

A. The Apostles’ Testimony, vv. 4-5, 14-18. 

B. Thousands Believed in Christ, vv. 37-41. 

2. Christian Fellowship and Ministry:  Acts 2:42 – 3:12; 4:1-4. 

A. Fellowship Facilitates Growth, 2:44-47. 

B. Ministry Facilitates Growth, 3:1-12; 4:1-4. 

3. The Word, The Spirit, The Multitude:  Acts 4:5-32. 

A. Holy Spirit-Inspired Defense, vv. 5-22. 

B. Prayerful and Spirit-Filled Community, vv. 23-32. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Gladly Receiving the Word:  Acts 2:4-5, 14-18. 

A. The Apostles’ Testimony, 2:4-5, 14-18. 

1) It was prophetically significant, and also advantageous for the Church that 

the Holy Spirit came on the Jewish religious festival called Pentecost.  

Devout Jews from throughout the known world had traveled to Jerusalem 

for Pentecost, v. 5, and they witnesses what happened on that day. 

2) After the disciples of Jesus were filled with the Holy Spirit, and began 

speaking in languages they had not learned, v. 4, this attracted a large 

crowd of curious Jews to the place where Jesus’ disciples were assembled, 

“because that every man heard them speak in his own language”, 2:6.  

3) To their question, “how hear we every man in our own language wherein 

we were born?” 2:8, the Apostles provided an answer.   

4) The Apostle Peter, “standing up with the eleven”, v. 14, gave testimony to 

the curious crowd concerning what was happening.  The disciples of Jesus 

were not intoxicated on new wine, as some in the crowd had mockingly 

charged, 2:13.   

5) No, they were not intoxicated, Peter said, but the prophecy in Joel 2:28-

29, that foretold God would pour out His Spirit on His people, was being 

fulfilled, vv. 16-18.   

6) The prophecy was that God would pour out His Spirit “upon all flesh”, v. 

17, meaning that both males and females, young and old, and even male 

and female servants, would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, they would 

“prophesy”, v. 17, meaning they would speak by inspiration of the Spirit.  

7) The disciples of Jesus were prophesying, in that they were speaking “with 

other tongues” (in various languages they had not learned) “as the Spirit 

gave them utterance”, v. 4.  And those who heard them, heard them 

speaking in their own languages “the wonderful works of God”, 2:11. 

B. Thousands Believed in Christ, Acts 2:37-41. 

1) After explaining why the disciples of Jesus were speaking with tongues, 

Peter preached a powerful sermon, 2:22-36, about Jesus being the 

Messiah-Savior, who died on the cross, and whom God raised from the 

dead, making Jesus “both Lord and Christ”, v. 36.  

2) This Holy Spirit empowered sermon convinced many who heard it that 

they needed to respond in some truly meaningful way to the words they 

had heard from Peter about Jesus being the Messiah.   

3) They said to Peter and the Apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we 

do?” v. 37.  Peter, answering for the Twelve, said they needed to repent, 

and to be baptized as believers in Jesus as the Messiah for the forgiveness 

of their sins, so they, too, would “receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, v. 

38.   



4) Peter concluded his Pentecost Day sermon with the assurance to his 

audience, that the gift of the Holy Spirit, promised by God through the 

prophet Joel, “is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 

even as many as the Lord our God shall call”, v. 39.   

5) Finally, after concluding his sermon, Peter continued speaking to his 

audience many words of testimony and exhortation, appealing to them to 

save themselves from an evil generation, v. 40.   

6) In response to Peters’ sermon and encouragement, and the testimony of 

Peter and the other Apostles, those who gladly received his word (the 

Gospel) were baptized as believers in Jesus Christ, adding to the number 

of the disciples of Jesus “about three thousand souls”, v. 41.   

7) We know the “about 120” disciples of Jesus were baptized in the Holy 

Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, and it would be interesting to know, how 

many of the three thousand new converts to faith in Jesus as the Messiah 

were also baptized in the Holy Spirit that day.   

8) On the Day of Pentecost, the phenomenon of Jesus’ disciples speaking 

with other tongues attracted a curious crowd to where this was happening.  

Some mocked the disciples, but others inquired, “What does this mean?”   

9) After Peter answered that question, and preached the Gospel to them, they 

asked, “What must we do?” Again, Peter answered their question, leading 

them to faith in Jesus as the Messiah. 

10) Let us be alert to opportunities to be witnesses of Christ to people 

asking sincere questions about our faith in, and experience of, Jesus 

Christ.  Because some people want to know, let us be ready always to give 

and answer to every person that asks of us a reason for the hope that is in 

us, see 1 Peter 3:15. 

2. Christian Fellowship and Ministry:  Acts 2:42 through 3:12; 4:1-4. 

A. Fellowship Facilitates Growth, 2:42-47. 

1) The early church adhered to a pattern of community life conducive to 

spiritual growth and continuing ministry.  In one day, the band of Jesus’ 

disciples had gained ‘about three thousand”, v. 41.  With this rapid 

increase in the size of the church in Jerusalem, it was necessary for the 

new converts to have abundant opportunities for fellowship and learning.   

2) The community of believers had gatherings daily for teaching, fellowship, 

and prayer, v. 42.  These activities were conducive to a wholesome 

reverence for God, v. 43.   

3) At the same time, “many wonders and signs were done by the apostles”, 

v. 43.  God, working this way through the Apostles, confirmed their God-

given authority and power to teach and lead the Church. 

4) The believers in Christ “were together,” they “had all things common,” 

and they shared their material possessions “as every man had need”, vv. 

44-45.  



5) While this experiment in communal living did not long endure, the belief 

that Christians should be united in their faith in Christ, and also caring one 

for another, has endured.   

6) The community life of the early church was so wholesome and appealing, 

it won them favor with the people of Jerusalem, and daily, people were 

being saved and added to the church, v. 47.   

7) When the church is an attractive community of faith, adorned with the 

righteousness of Christ, spiritual unity, joyful worship, and caring for 

others, the unsaved who long for a wholesome life can be drawn to Christ 

by such a church.   

B. Ministry Facilitates Growth, Acts 3:1-12; 4:1-4. 

1) Peter and John being believers in Jesus as the Messiah, and also devout 

Jews, when they were in Jerusalem worshiped in the Temple, 3:1.  They 

were entering the Temple to pray, when they encountered a crippled man 

asking for alms (money).   

2) Imagine the momentary disappointment the crippled man must have felt 

when he heard Peter say, “Silver and gold have I none”, 3:6.  Then, Peter 

continued, “but such as I have, give I thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, rise up and walk.”   

3) When Peter took the hand of the crippled man, to encourage him to stand 

and walk, two miracles occurred.  First, there was immediate, miraculous 

healing of the man’s feet and ankles, making it possible for him to walk. 

Second, standing and walking are learned skills, but he was given 

miraculously the ability to stand, walk, and leap, 3:7-8. 

4) When the people entering the Temple saw this man walking, leaping, and 

praising God, and recognized him as the formerly crippled man, “they 

were filled with wonder and amazement”, v. 10. 

5) “Many wonders and signs were done by the apostles”, Acts 2:43, but this 

is the first record of a specific miracle done by an Apostle.    This gave 

Peter the opportunity to preach about Jesus Christ to the people entering 

the Temple, v. 12, and following.   

6) This also set in motion a series of events that resulted ultimately in the 

church proclaiming the Gospel “with boldness”, Acts 4:31, and the 

Apostles witnessing of the resurrection of Jesus “with great power”, v .33.   

7) After Peter preached to the people entering the Temple about Jesus Christ, 

he and John lingered in the Temple, speaking to the people.  While they 

were doing this, some Jewish priests, the captain of the Temple soldiers, 

and a group of Sadducees “came upon them”, v. 1.   

8) These religious leaders were “grieved” that Peter and John were teaching 

the people and proclaimed to them the resurrection of the dead by Jesus, 

v. 2.   



9) These religious leaders had Peter and John taken into custody, to hold 

them until the next day, v. 3.  In spite of this turn of events, many who 

had heard the Gospel from Peter and John believed in Jesus as the 

Messiah, the number of them being “about five thousand”, v. 4. 

10) Always, as Christians, we should be compassionate toward, and 

prayerful for those who are sick, injured, or disabled.  As God wills, we 

may be used as ministers of His healing grace to those who need healing. 

Miracles of healing from God still occur, and we may, as the early church 

did, pray for God to perform miracles in our midst, Acts 4:29-30).   

11) However, we cannot have miracles on demand to serve our 

purposes.  Miracles occur only according to God’s will, Hebrews 2:4, and 

to serve His purposes.   

3. The Word, The Spirit, The Multitude:  Acts 4:5-32. 

A. Holy Spirit-Inspired Defense, vv. 5-22. 

1) After being arrested in the Temple, 4:1-3, the next day Peter and John 

were brought before the Sanhedrin Council at Jerusalem.  This Council 

consisted of 70 chief religious leaders of the Jews, presided over by the 

high priest of the Jews.   

2) Peter and John were arrested for preaching that Jesus is the Messiah 

whom God raised from the dead, and that people, by believing in Jesus as 

their Savior, will be raised from the dead.  The question put to Peter and 

John by the Council was, “By what power, or by what name, have ye 

done this [healed the crippled man]?” v. 7.  

3) Peter, “filled with the Holy Ghost”, v. 8, answered the Council.  First. He 

said that, in healing the crippled man, they had done a good deed.  Then, 

Peter explained that the man was healed “by the name of Jesus Christ,” 

whom they had crucified and God raised from the dead, v. 10.  After this, 

Peter identified Jesus the Messiah as the only God-given source of 

salvation, v. 12.   

4) The Council sternly warned the two Apostles “not to speak at all nor teach 

in the name of Jesus”, v. 18.  The reply of Peter and John was, “we cannot 

but speak the things we have seen and heard”, v. 20.  The two Apostles 

refused to be silenced about Jesus the Messiah.   

B. Prayerful and Spirit-Filled Community, vv. 23-32. 

1) Released by the Council, v. 23, Peter and John went to a gathering of the 

church and reported the threatening warning the religious leaders had 

given them.  

2) The church, hearing this, gave themselves to prayer, invoking God “to 

hear their [opponents’] threatening’s,” and to give the believers in Jesus 

boldness to speak the Gospel, and that signs and wonders might be done 

in the name of Jesus, vv. 29-30. 



3) God quickly answered their prayer, “and they were all filled with the Holy 

Ghost, and they spake the word of God [the Gospel} with boldness”, v. 

31.  This brought the multitude of the disciples of Jesus together into a 

stronger community of faith, v. 32.   

4) No Christian work in more effective for strengthening the church to do 

ministry than that of unity in prayer.  Through prayer we are drawn close 

to God, and into complete submission to doing His will for our lives.  

5) As believers in Christ, prayer also draws us closer to one another, in 

service to Christ and in ministry to one another.  Every Church that has an 

effective ministry for Christ can trace that effectiveness to the prayers of 

its people.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we must place faithfulness to God, Christ, 

and the Gospel ahead of our personal comfort, convenience, and safety.  We must seek first 

the kingdom of God and His righteousness.   

 

Ministry in Action:  As a community of faithful believers in Christ, pray with one another 

and for one another.   


