
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, June 12, 2022 (Lesson #2)  

 

Waiting for the Holy Spirit Came:  God gives the Holy Spirit to those 

who obey Him.                                

 
Scriptures:  Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:4-8; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-14, 15-26; 2:1-4.                   

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is about the happening in the lives of Jesus’ disciples as 

they waited at Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2.  

Luke tells of these events at the conclusion of his account of the Gospel, and in the first 

chapter of The Acts of the Apostles.  In obedience to Jesus’ command, given to them shortly 

before His ascension, about 120 of His disciples waited at Jerusalem to receive the promised 

gift of the Holy Spirit, as Jesus had promised the Spirit would come upon them.  While they 

waited, they were together, united in purpose, praising and blessing God in anticipation of 

being baptized in the Holy Spirit.   

 

Historical Background:  It is obvious from Luke’s introduction to his account of the Gospel, 

1:1-4, and his introduction to The Acts of the Apostles, 1:1-2, that the Book of Acts is a 

sequel to Luke’s Gospel.  His account of the Gospel was written before the Book of Acts, and 

it was not possible for The Book of Acts to be completed until sometime after summer of AD 

63, when the Apostle Paul was released from his detention at Rome, Acts 28:16, 30-31.  Few 

Christians know it, but Luke is the only New Testament writer who tells that Jesus 

commanded His disciples to wait at Jerusalem to receive the Holy Spirit, and tells of the 

coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Commanded to Wait:  Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:4-8. 

A. Hearing the Resurrected Jesus, Luke 24:44-49. 

B. Holy Spirit Power Promised, Acts 1:4-8. 

2. Worshiping and Waiting:  Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-14. 

A. Worshiping in the Temple, Luke 24:50-53. 

B. Waiting Together in Prayer, Acts 1:9-14. 

3. Obeying and Receiving:  Acts 1:15-26; 2:1-4. 

A. Choosing a Twelfth Apostle, Acts 1:15-26. 

B. The Holy Spirit Received, Acts 2:1-4. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Command to Wait:  Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:4-8. 

A. Hearing the Resurrected Jesus:  Luke 24:44-49. 

1) The passage in Luke 24:36-43 tells of the appearance of Jesus to His 

disciples in Jerusalem on the evening of His resurrection.  We do not 

know if the words of Jesus in Luke 24:44-49 were spoken to His disciples 

on the evening of His resurrection. 

2) However, comparing the words here with those in Acts 1:4-8 seems to 

favor the words in Luke 22:44-49 having been spoken shortly before 

Jesus’ ascension.  Finally, what matters is the content of the words 

spoken.   

3) The resurrected Jesus appeared to His disciples over a span of 40 days 

between His resurrection and ascension, Acts 1:3.  During this time, Jesus 

had many opportunities to speak to His disciples about the prophecies “in 

the law of Moses, and in the Prophets” concerning Himself, Luke 24:44.   

4) He opened the understanding of His disciples to the Scriptures that had to 

be fulfilled about the sufferings, death, and resurrection of the Messiah, v. 

46. 

5) Jesus also made His disciples aware that, in fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecies, they were to be His witnesses, v. 45, proclaiming repentance 

and the forgiveness of sins “in His name among all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem”, v. 47.  This is the Great Commission of the Church, as set 

forth in the Gospel by Luke, compare Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; 

John 20:21-23. 

B. Holy Spirit Power Promised, Acts 1:4-8. 

1) Here, in Acts, Luke provides additional information about Jesus’ words in 

Luke 24:49.  Jesus, being assembled with His disciples, commanded them 

not to depart from Jerusalem until they received the Holy Spirit He had 

promised God the Father would send to them, v. 4; John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 

16:7.   

2) Jesus also reminded His disciples of John the Baptist, who baptized 

people in water, but also preached that Jesus (the Messiah) would baptize 

people with the Holy Spirit, Matthew 3:11.   

3) Jesus said His disciples, by waiting at Jerusalem as He commanded them, 

would be baptized with the Holy Spirit, “not many days” after His 

ascension, v. 5.   

4) Jesus’ disciples wondered out loud if this baptism in the Holy Spirit 

would signal the beginning of the restoration of a dominant kingdom 

status to Israel, v. 6. 

5) At this time, the Jews had been rules by the Romans for several decades, 

and many Jews hoped the coming of the Messiah might restore Israel to 

the kingdom status it had in the time of King David.  Jesus’ reply to His 



disciples’ inquiry was not what they wanted to hear, but is was what Jesus 

wanted them to hear.   

6) First, Jesus said it was not for them to know “the times of the seasons” 

God the Father has reserved to His own authority, v. 7.  Simple stated, 

God knows everything about the future, but He has not chosen to reveal to 

humans everything He knows.   

7) “The secret things belong to the Lord our God: but those things which are 

revealed belong unto us and to our children forever, that we may do all 

the words of this law”, Deut. 29:29. 

8) Next, Jesus told His disciples what the practical purpose of the baptism in 

the Holy Spirit would be.  They would receive divine power after the 

Holy Spirit came upon them, and thus empowered by the Spirit, they 

would become witnesses of Jesus Christ, first in Jerusalem, then in the 

province of Samaria, and finally, to the most distant places on earth, v. 8. 

9) These disciples, who had been ministered to by the resurrected Jesus, 

became His primary witnesses, and it is their witness on which the entire 

New Testament is based.   

10) By means of the New Testament, preached and taught by 

succeeding generations of secondary witnesses of Christ, the testimony of 

Jesus’ primary witnesses has been made known to all the world.   

11) The first disciples of Jesus needed to hear and be taught by their 

resurrected Lord, as so do we.  The resurrected Jesus taught them the 

things about Himself found in the prophecies of the Old Testament.   

12) Without the Old Testament, there is no New Testament.  We who 

believe in Christ need to be students of the whole Bible, not only of the 

New Testament. 

13) Our faith in Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God is based on the 

fact He fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah.  And, 

the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost was in fulfilment of 

Old Testament prophecies that a time would come, when God would pour 

His Spirit on His people.   

2. Worshiping and Waiting:  Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-14. 

A. Worshiping in the Temple, Luke 24:50-53. 

1) Here, Luke tells of the ascension of Jesus, after He led His disciples to 

Bethany, about two miles southeast of Jerusalem.  There “He lifted up His 

hands and blessed them”, v. 50, and “while He blessed them,” by no 

visible means, Jesus was “carried up into heaven”, v. 51.  Mark says Jesus 

“was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God”, 16:19.   

2) Also, in Acts 1:12, Luke indicates Jesus ascended from the Mount of 

Olives, and Bethany was on the east side of the Mount of Olives.  The 

doctrine of the Church has always been that, the ascended Jesus is “at the 



right hand of God” making intercession for all who believe in Him, 

Romans 8:34. 

3) Luke tells that Jesus’ disciples obeyed His command to stay in Jerusalem 

until they received the gift of the Holy Spirit and spiritual empowerment 

for service.   

4) After Jesus’ ascension, His disciples returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 

v. 52.  There were full of joy because they knew Jesus was alive, and they 

had Jesus’ promise that within days they would receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, Luke 24:49; Acts 1:5.   

5) These disciples of Jesus were devout Jews who believed Him to be the 

Messiah, and they believed in worshiping God in the Temple, so while 

they waited for the Holy Spirit to come, they “were continually [at the 

appointed times of worship, morning and evening] in the Temple, praising 

and blessing God”, Luke 24:53. 

B. Waiting Together in Prayer, Acts 1:9-14. 

1) At the time of Jesus’ ascension, His disciples received assurance from 

“two men,” believed to be angels that Jesus would come again, “in like 

manner” as they had seen Him ascend into heaven, vv. 10-11. 

2) Jesus was received up into a cloud, v. 9, and the Apostle John wrote, 

“Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him”, 

Revelation 1:7. 

3) While waiting for the Holy Spirit to come, Jesus’ disciples, in addition to 

worshiping in the Temple at the appointed times, also assembled in a 

large upper room believed to be very near the Temple, v. 13. 

4) There they “continued with one accord in prayer and supplication”, v. 14.  

This group of Jesus’ disciples numbered about 120, v. 15, and included 

Apostles, women disciples, Mary the mother of Jesus, Jesus’ four half-

brothers, and others unnamed, vv. 13-14. 

5) The one theme that runs through all that Jesus’ disciples did while waiting 

for the Holy Spirit to come was their obedience to Him.  They were 

intensely focused on doing what Jesus had commanded them to do.   

6) Weeks after Jesus’ disciples had received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, 

the Apostle Peter said to the Jewish Council in Jerusalem, that God had 

given the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him, Acts 5:32. 

7) To be baptized in the Spirit, and to maintain a Spirit-filled life, it is 

essential that we seriously devote ourselves to living in obedience to Jesus 

Christ.   

3. Obeying and Receiving:  Acts 1:15-26; 2:1-4. 

A. Choosing a Twelfth Apostle, Acts 1:15-26. 

1) This passage of Scripture is devoted to telling about an important work 

done by the disciples of Jesus while waiting for the Holy Spirit to come.  



The Apostle Peter led the group of about 120 disciples of Jesus in doing 

this work, v. 15.   

2) Peter said Judas Iscariot fell from his place as one of the Twelve, in 

fulfillment of a prophecy by David in Psalm 41:9, that foretold what Judas 

would do, vv. 16-19.   

3) Then, citing Psalms 69:25 and 109:8, Peter said these Scriptures required 

a successor to Judas to be appointed as an Apostle, vv. 20-22.  Two men, 

named Joseph and Matthias, were chosen as nominees to take Judas’ 

place, v. 23.   

4) Then, the disciples prayed that the Lord would choose the one man of the 

two whom He would have to fill Judas’ place, vv. 24-25.  When “they 

gave forth their lots,” Matthias became the twelfth Apostle, v. 26.   

5) The point in doing this was that Peter and Jesus’ disciples believed they 

were compelled by Holy Scripture, and therefore compelled by obedience 

to God, to fill the vacancy left by Judas.   

B. The Holy Spirit Received, Acts 2:1-4. 

1) These verses of Scripture describe succinctly the coming of the Holy 

Spirit to the disciples of Jesus on the Day of Pentecost.  Keeping in mind 

that, according to Jewish reckoning each day begins at sunset, when the 

Day of Pentecost “was fully come”, v. 1, means the night had passed and 

it was now mid-morning, v. 15, about 9:00 a.m. 

2) While waiting for the Spirit to come, Jesus disciples had maintained their 

unity and purpose, for “they were all with one accord in one place”, v. 1. 

3) The first sign of the Spirit’s coming was a sudden sound that came from 

about, form heaven, like that of a rushing mighty wind, v. 2.  This was not 

the wind blowing, but a sound like wind blowing, and this sound filled all 

the house where they were sitting.  

4) Then, from a single large flame of fire visible in the room, small flames of 

fire broke away and became positioned over the head of each disciple, v. 

3.   

5) After the sound of the wind, and the appearance of the visible flames of 

fire over each disciples’ head, all of the about 120 disciples of Jesus, Acts 

1:15, were filled with the Holy Spirit, and ‘began to speak with other 

tongues [languages they had not learned], as the Spirit gave them 

utterance [the words to speak]”, v. 4.   

6) Significantly, of the three signs of the Holy Spirit’s coming (sound, fire, 

and tongues), in later instances when believers in Christ were filled with 

the Holy Spirit, only the sign of speaking with other tongues was 

repeated.   

7) It was essential for Jesus’ disciples to wait {“tarry”) for the coming of the 

Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, but now it is not necessary for a 



believer in Christ to “tarry” (wait) to receive the baptism in the Holy 

Spirit.   

8) There is no Biblically prescribed time one must wait between been born 

again and receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Any waiting a person 

may do to be baptized in the Spirit must be regarded as needed personal 

preparation to receive the Spirit, not waiting for the Spirit to come.   

9) The question of the Apostle Paul is still relevant for every believer in 

Christ: “Have ye [all of you] received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” 

Acts 19:2.   

 

Call to Discipleship:   The Christian’s call to discipleship is a calling to believe in Christ, and 

also a calling to be baptized in (filled with) the Holy Spirit and to live a Spirit-filled life.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Let us pray for ourselves, and for one another, that we will be Spirit-

filled believers who minister to one another and witness of Christ to the world in the power 

of the Holy Spirit.   


