
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, May 8, 2022 (Lesson #10)  

 

Ezekiel’s Inaugural Vision and Call: Jesus Christ calls all His disciples 

to endure difficulties as they follow Him.                         

 
Scriptures:  Ezekiel 1:1-28; 2:1-8; 2:9-3:11.                

 

The Lesson Overview:    This is the first of four lessons on the Book of Ezekiel.  The man 

Ezekiel was a Jewish priest, as was Jeremiah, and he was a younger contemporary of 

Jeremiah.  While Jeremiah ministered in Judah and Jerusalem, Ezekiel was a captive Jew in 

Babylon, who ministered to his fellow captive Jews in Babylon.  Ezekiel’s ministry in 

Babylon began after he received a vision of God’s glory and a challenging call from God to 

be a prophet to the captive Jews in Babylon.  Ezekiel is a book of 48 chapters, but it does not 

get a lot of attention in the life of the Church.  The intention of these lessons on Ezekiel is to 

introduce, or to reintroduce, Christians to the Book of Ezekiel.   

 

Historical Background:  Ezekiel’s book consists of three distinctive groups of prophecies.  

First, in chapters 1-24, are denunciations of Israel and Judah for sinfulness, in the years 

leading up to the fall of Jerusalem, 592-586 BC.  Second, in chapters 25-32, are prophecies 

of God’s judgments against various Gentile nations, spoken 590-572 BC.  Finally, in chapters 

33-48, are prophecies about the future restoration of Israel and the building of a glorious new 

Temple, spoken 586-571 BC.  Of all the Old Testament prophets, Ezekiel described his 

personal experiences of the Holy Spirit more than any other, using language regarding the 

Holy Spirit, identical to that in the New Testament.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Inaugural Vision:  Ezekiel 1:1-28. 

A. Ezekiel’s World, vv. 1-3. 

B. Vision of God’s Glory, vv. 4-28. 

2. Call to Prophetic Ministry:  Ezekiel 2:1-8. 

A. Called To Speak God’s Word, vv. 1-5. 

B. Commanded Not To Fear or Rebel, vv. 6-8. 

3. Forewarned of Difficult Ministry, Ezekiel 2:9 – 3:11. 

A. Filled With God’s Word, 2:9 – 3:3. 

B. Facing a Hardened Audience, 3:4-11. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Inaugural Vison:  Ezekiel 1:1-28. 

A. Ezekiel’s World, vv. 1-3. 

1) These verses identify when and where Ezekiel ministered.  He was thirty 

years of age when he began receiving “visions of God”, v. 1.  He was 

residing with fellow captive Jews in Babylon, in a farming area watered 

by the Chebar canal that connected to the Euphrates River, vv. 1, 3. 

2) The time was “the fifth year of king Jehoichin’s captivity”, v. 2; that was, 

592 BC. Ezekiel, and thousands of other prominent Jews, along with 

King Jehoiachin of Judah, were taken as captives to Babylon by King 

Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC.  

3) Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, was a Jewish priest whom God called to be a 

prophet.  Ezekiel’s calling to be God’s prophet to the captive Jews in 

Babylon, came five years after his arrival in Babylon, v. 3.   

B. Vision of God’s Glory, vv. 4-28. 

1) Ezekiel’s vision of God’s glory divides naturally into five parts:  

a) The windstorm, verse 4; 

b) The four living creatures, verses 5-14; 

c) The wheels, verses 15-21; 

d) The firmament, verses 22-27; and 

e) Ezekiel’s response, verse 28. 

2) Ezekiel’s vision began with a whirlwind, revealing the presence, power, 

and glory of God, v. 4.  This whirlwind was involved with a large cloud 

filled with lightening (“fire”) that causes the whole cloud to be brilliantly 

lighted with the color of amber. 

3) God had provided a similar manifestation of Himself in the pillar of cloud 

that became a pillar of fire by night, by which He led the Israelites in the 

wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula, Exodus 13:21-22; and in the storm atop 

Mount Sinai where He gave the Ten Commandments, Exodus 19:16-18.  

God spoke to Job out of a storm, Job 38:1.   

4) And the prophet Nahum said, “The Lord has His way in the whirlwind 

and in the storm”, 1:3.  God’s revealing Himself in a storm, got Ezekiel’s 

undivided attention.   

5) Next, Ezekiel saw four living creatures that came out of the midst of the 

storm, vv. 5-14.  Later, we learn these creatures were cherubim, 10:20.  

These angelic creatures had a most unusual appearance.  They had human 

hands and feet, but each had a different face – the face of a human, a lion, 

an ox, and an eagle.   

6) In the Old Testament, humans are over all the animals, while lions are the 

chief of wild animals, oxen are the chief of domesticated animals, and 

eagles are the chief of all birds.  These living creatures were symbolic of 

God’s rulership over all earthly creatures.   



7) After this, Ezekiel saw wheels beside the cherubim, vv. 15-21.  These 

were the wheels of God’s chariot throne.  It appears each wheel was two 

intersecting wheels that allowed them to roll in any direction without 

turning, according to the moving of the Spirit of God. 

8) Also, wherever the chariot moved, the four living creatures were with it.  

The meaning of this is, God moves in any direction He chooses, at any 

time He chooses, and nothing can stop Him.  

9) God has sovereign power and authority over all creatures in heaven and 

on earth, and does whatever He wills. This was intended to be an 

encouragement to Ezekiel and the captive Jews in Babylon. 

10) After describing the chariot throne of God, Ezekiel said he saw a 

sparkling “firmament” spread our above the heads of the four living 

creatures, vv. 22-27. 

11) This firmament was a platform supporting God’s throne, which was 

made of a precious stone that had the appearance of sapphire, v. 26, “lapis 

lazuli”. 

12) Sitting on the throne was one whose likeness was “as the 

appearance of a man”, v. 26, enveloped in an amber-colored fire from 

head to foot, v. 27.  Overarching the whole scene was a rainbow, v. 28.   

13) While Ezekiel never says the man he saw on the throne was God, 

the implication is this was a vision of God, or of the Son of God, 

manifested in His glory.   

14) Finally, Ezekiel tells of his response to this whole vision, v. 28.  

Overwhelmed by what he saw, Ezekiel fell on his face in reverence and 

humble submission to God.   

15) Each of us has a concept of what God is like.  This understanding is 

based on what others have taught us, what we have read in Scripture, and 

what we have experienced of God.   

16) Ezekiel’s vision of God informs us that God is greater than we can 

imagine.  God is so great, He is the Creator and Sustainer of the whole 

universe and all that is in it.  No matter how bid may be the challenges we 

face in living for God, He is infinitely bigger, able to solve problems, and 

able to strengthen us according to our need.   

17) Sometimes before we pray, it may be that the best we can do to 

strengthen our faith, is to get in mind a clear spiritual vision of the God to 

whom we are addressing our prayer, and that He is well able to do what is 

best for us in every circumstance.   

2. Call to Prophetic Ministry:  Ezekiel 2:1-8. 

A. Called To Speak God’s Word:  vv. 1-5. 

1) God called Ezekiel to be His spokesman to the captive Jews in Babylon.  

Ezekiel had fallen on his face at the conclusion of his vision of God’s 

glory.  In that position, he heard a voice telling him to stand on his feet, 



“and I will speak unto thee”, v. 1.  At the same time, the Spirit of God 

entered him and set him on his feet, so he could hear what would be said 

to him, v. 2.  

2) Ezekiel is called “Son of man” vv. 1, 3 more than 90 times in the Book of 

Ezekiel.  This title was a reminder to Ezekiel that he was human, with the 

imperfections common to humans, and he needed to depend on God to do 

God’s will.   

3) In spite of Ezekiel’s human limitations, God empowered him by the Holy 

Spirit to do all God called him to do.  God can and will do the same for 

us, empowering us by the Holy Spirit to do His will for our lives.  Note:  

the title “Son of Man,” as applied to Jesus, means He was both divine and 

human, Son of God and Messiah.   

4) God reminded Ezekiel that the Israelites (the Jews) had a long history of 

being rebellious against God, v. 3.  While it would be very difficult for 

Ezekiel to keep on speaking to people who were rebellious and would not 

listen, nevertheless, he was to go to them saying, “This saith the Lord 

God”, v. 4, whether they would or would not listen.   

5) At least, they would know a prophet of God had been in their midst, v. 5, 

and God would hold them accountable for not listening.   

B. Commanded Not To Fear Nor Rebel, vv. 6-8.  

1) Three times, God commanded Ezekiel not to be afraid, v. 6.  To fulfill his 

calling as God’s prophet, Ezekiel was commanded by God not to fear the 

people or their words.  He was also commanded not to be discouraged 

(“dismayed”) by their “looks.”  We all know the way a person looks at us 

can signal rejection.   

2) Again, God commanded Ezekiel, “speak My words unto them” whether 

they would or would not listen, v. 7.  Then, God warned Ezekiel not to 

become rebellious, like the rebellious people to whom he would proclaim 

God’s Word, v. 8. 

3) As was the case with Ezekiel, in ministering to sinners, we must take care 

that we do not become partakers of their sins.  We can do this by keeping 

ourselves in close relationship with God and depending on His sanctifying 

power in our lives.   

4) When people sense that God is calling them to some particular ministry, 

they often say they are “called” of God to do this or that. There is a strong  

Biblical basis for using the word “called” in this way, but does this mean 

God has not called every Christian to ministry? 

5) The fact is, God does not call every Christian to become a credentialed 

minister, but God does call every Christian to minister in some way to 

others.   



6) God calls every believer in Christ to make known the good news, that 

Jesus Christ is the Savior and Lord who came into the world to save 

sinners.   

3. Forewarned Of Difficult Ministry:  Ezekiel 2:9 – 3:11. 

A. Filled With God’s Word, 2:0 -3:3. 

1) After explaining to Ezekiel his mission, God assigned him his first task.  

God commanded him to eat a scroll.  (Ezekiel did not literally eat a scroll; 

this was in a vision.)   

2) The scroll represented the Word of God, and by eating it, Ezekiel showed 

symbolically his acceptance of the words God would give him to say.  It 

also meant he internalized the Word of God, taking it into his mind and 

heart, so his whole life would be devoted to serving God. 

3) Most scrolls had writing only on one side, but the scroll eaten by Ezekiel 

had writing on both sides.  This scroll being full of writing on both side, 

prevented anything more being written on it.  This signified that nothing 

was to be added to the words God would give Ezekiel to say.  The Bible is 

God’s Word, and nothing can be added to or taken from it.   

4) Putting the scroll into his mouth, Ezekiel found it was “as honey for 

sweetness”, 3:3.  The taste of the scroll meant it was something valuable 

and desirable to Ezekiel.   

5) However, the rebellious people to whom he would deliver God’s Word, 

would not regard it as valuable and desirable, because, for them, it was a 

message about God’s judgment against unrepentant sinners, 2:10.   

B. Facing a Hardened Audience, 3:4-11. 

1) God warned Ezekiel that his mission would be difficult, not because the 

people would not understand his language, vv. 5-6, but because they 

would refuse to listen to him, just as they refused to listing to God, 

because they were “impudent and hardhearted”, v. 7.  

2) To face these people, hardened against God and His Word, God make 

Ezekiel’s face “strong against their faces,” his forehead “strong against 

their foreheads”, v. 8, as a diamond (“adamant”) is harder than flint, v. 9.   

3) This was strength and determination Ezekiel did not know he had, but 

God said He had already given it to him and it would be there when he 

needed it.   

4) As believers in Christ, we must make the Word of God central to all of 

our living.  We have not truly read the Word, nor heard the Word, until 

we internalize the Word into our whole life, in every aspect of it.   

5) We cannot make a distinction between our life and our religious life.  All 

of our life is to be devoted to loving and obeying God.  When we do this, 

we are in a spiritually strong position (made strong by God) to speak the 

Word of God to others who need to hear it, believe it, and obey it.   



6) Many will not hear, believe, and obey the Word, but some will.  It is for 

those who will, we must keep on speaking the Word. 

 

Call to Discipleship:  Discouragement is one the choice weapons of Satan, used against 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was always truthful about how difficult it can be to follow 

Him.  We need to be always spiritually prepared to overcome discouragement with 

perseverance.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Consider who, in your sphere of influence, you can encourage to keep on 

following Christ or to fulfill some calling they have received from the Lord.   


