
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, May 30, 2021  

This is the last lesson in this Quarter – Please see me to get your new 

booklet for the next quarter. 

 

A Discerning and Persevering People:  Christians must adhere to and 

defend sound doctrine.              

 
Scripture: 2 Peter 2:1-9; 3:3-13; Jude 1:3-4; 17-23. 

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is about what our attitude and action should be toward 

false teachers who try to infiltrate the church.  If left unchecked, deceitful teachings can 

spread like uncontrolled wild-fire throughout the church, doing great harm.  We must be on 

guard against this happening.  Peter and Jude warned the Church of the need to reject 

teachings contrary to the Word of God preached by the Apostles, exhorted Christians to live 

holy in anticipation of Christ’s return, and to be active in contending for the faith.  Successful 

recognition and rejection of false teachings is found in strict adherence to the Word of God, 

which will also lead us to enablement to persevere in the faith. 

 

Historical Background:  Both 2 Peter and Jude were written to refute false doctrines being 

spread by teachers who twisted the Word of God to fit their own beliefs.  Shortly before his 

death, Peter exhorted the churches in Asia Minor not to become entangled in false teachings, 

admonished them to defend themselves against ungodly teachers who had wormed their way 

in to the church. One such teaching was that, we are saved by grace, not by doing good 

works, therefore grace is a license to commit sin without consequences.  Of course, such 

teaching is contrary to the Gospel, Romans 6:1-2. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Rejecting False Teaching:  2 Peter 2:1-9. 

A. Beware of false Teachers, vv. 1-3. 

B. Let God Judge, vv. 4-9. 

2. Living in Light of Christ’s Return:  2 Peter 3:3-13. 

A. Live by the Word, vv. 3-7. 

B. Be Motivated by the Word, vv. 8-13. 

3. Contending For the Faith:  Jude 1:3-4, 17-23. 

A. Standing Up for Jesus, vv. 3-4. 

B. Unity in Action, vv. 17-23. 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Rejecting False Teachers:  2 Peter 2:1-9. 

A. Beware of False Teachers, vv. 1-3. 

1) Peter warned the churches in Asia Minor, “there were false prophets also 

among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you”, v. 1  

the danger posed to the churches by false teachers was real. 

2) The presence of false prophets and false teachers mingling with God’s 

people is not a new phenomenon, inasmuch as they have always been 

present in one guise or another. 

3) As believers in Christ, we must depend on the Word of God and the help 

of the Holy Spirit to discern false teachers and their teachings when we 

hear them.   

4) False teachers set forth destructive heresies by cleverly mixing the truths 

of scripture with twisted, man-made ideas and doctrines.  They also make 

up deceptive appeals to take from people their money, v. 3.   

5) In the process of deceiving others, false teachers are themselves deceived.  

They deny the Lord who bought them through His gracious work on the 

cross, v. 1.   

6) The deceitful works of false teachers must be stopped, because their 

effects are devastating to the church.  False teachers and their teachings 

are so infective, Peter said, “many shall follow their pernicious 

(destructive) ways,” causing people to speak evil of the truth of the 

Gospel, v. 2. 

7) Why false teachers can infiltrate the church is part of the whole mystery 

of sin and evil in the world.  However, the consequences of their 

persistence in doing evil, refusing to repent, is certain to lead to their own 

destruction by the judgment of God, v. 3. 

B. Let God Judge, vv. 4-9. 

1) To emphasize the destructive judgment that will come on those guilty of 

spreading false doctrines, Peter gave examples from the Old Testament. 

God cast angels out of His presence when their pride caused them to rebel 

against Him, v. 4.   

2) In the world before the Flood, God judged people who chose to remain in 

their disobedience to Him rather than listen to Noah’s plea for repentance, 

v. 5.  Also, God condemned and destroyed the citizens of Sodom and 

Gomorrah for fighting against His will by their perverse deeds, v. 6.   

3) Seeing that God brought decisive judgment on those Peter gave as 

examples, likewise, those who promote false doctrines will not escape the 

righteous judgment of God, v. 9. 

4) Peter wanted the churches to know that in spite of attempts of false 

teachers to derail believers, the Lord is able to rescue His faithful 



followers out of the temptations and trials that come against them, as He 

has proven throughout history.  

5) Noah and his family were saved from the destruction of the ungodly by 

the Flood, although everyone else perished.  

6) Lot, “that righteous man dwelling among them”, v. 8, was delivered by 

God from the daily torment of the wickedness seen and heard in Sodom 

and Gomorrah.   

7) In spite of false teachers, God is well able to deliver those who remain 

righteous in Christ before Him.  The Church must, therefore, decisively 

reject false teachings, so as to be prepared for Christ at His coming.  

8) Peter, knowing that he was nearing the end of his earthly life, 2 Peter 

1:14, had a strong desire for sound doctrine (Apostolic teaching) to 

continue in the churches.  With this godly motivation, Peter warned all 

believers in Christ of the danger posed to the Church by false teachers 

inserting themselves in the midst of the churches.  

9) While we are almost 20 centuries removed from the time in which Peter 

lived, our concern for the perpetuation of sound doctrine in the Church 

should by like that expressed by Peter in this letter. 

10) False teachings generally fall into two categories:  those that fall 

short of proclaiming the full Gospel, and those that distort the Gospel by 

adding to it man-made ideas and teachings.   

11) We will not be deceived or misled by false teachers if we remain 

committed to the proposition that the whole Bible is the Holy Spirit-

inspired Word of god, and the New Testament is our only rule for faith 

and practice.  Until Christ comes again, this must be our stance 

individually and corporately as believers in Christ.   

2. Living in Light of Christ’s Return:  2 Peter 3:3-7. 

A. Live by the Word, vv. 3-7. 

1) Peter continued addressing the issue of false teachings affecting the 

churches, this time by confronting those who scoff at the belief that Christ 

will come again. 

2) Peter reminded his readers of a truth the scoffers had chosen to forget:  

specifically, that the Word of god always come to pass, vv. 5-7.  Peter 

warned that false teachers will mock the doctrine of the second coming of 

Christ, basing their false assumption on the argument that the world that 

the world is still continuing as it has from ancient times, therefore, there is 

no reason to believe that Christ will come again, v. 4.  

3) But these scoffers willfully overlook the fact that God created this world, 

v. 5; and then destroyed the world with a Flood, v. 6; and is now holding 

the world in existence until “the day of judgment and perdition 

(destruction) of ungodly men”, v.7. 



4) Those who scoff at the belief that Christ will come again, do not want 

Him to come again, because they are “walking after their own lusts”, v. 3, 

and refuse to believe God will judge the ungodly when Christ comes 

again.  

5) By reminding his fellow Christians of what God has done in the past, 

Peter encouraged them to maintain a life centered on living in reverence 

for Christ and anticipation of His return. 

6) After all, it was at God’s word that the world was spoken into existence in 

the first place, John 1:4.  God who created the world is the one who 

destroyed it because of the rebellion of the pre-Flood generation.   

7) Though He delayed his judgment of the people during Noah’s time, 

judgment did come.  He is also the one who is storing up future judgment 

against the ungodly.  The fact that God has brought judgment before is 

nothing to be taken lightly.   

8) The return of Christ will be a blessing to faithful believers in Him, but it 

will bring judgment on the ungodly.   

B. Be Motivated by the Word, vv. 8-13. 

1) Peter mentioned something else the false teachers forgot about God – He 

is not limited by time the way we are, v. 8.  God is eternal, without 

beginning or end, and He is the Creator and Lord of all time.   

2) The presumed delay in the coming again of Christ is no delay at all.  God 

is able to keep His promise to send Jesus Christ again, but the time God 

has chosen for this has not yet arrived.   

3) The fact that Christ has not yet come again means the opportunity for 

people to believe in Chris and be saved is continuing.  It is God’s desire 

that no one perish in sin, but that all would be saved by trusting in Jesus 

Christ, v. 9.   

4) Still, at the time appointed by God, Christ will come again, and the 

judgment of god against the ungodly will come unexpectedly, decisively, 

and powerfully, vv. 10-12.   

5) Believing in Christ, we know He will come again and this present world 

will pass away, v. 13.  Believing God’s promise (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22), 

“we look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth 

righteousness”, 2 Peter 3:13.   

6) Therefore, our manner of living (“conversation” v.11) should be 

characterized by holiness and godliness.  

7) Scoffers questioning the coming again of Christ was not a surprise to 

Peter or the other Apostles.  They were aware that when Christ had not 

returned only 30 years after His ascension, people would become 

skeptical about whether He would ever come again.   



8) The Christians who lived during those first three decades after Jesus’ 

ascension, obviously wanted Him to come again during their lifetime.  

Christians today want Christ to come again during their lifetime.   

9) Christ may come in our lifetime, but if He does not, we must not cast 

aside our belief that He will come again – at the time appointed by God 

the Father. 

10) Let us rejoice in the fact that whether we be living or deceased 

when Christ comes again, as believers in Him, we will also live with Him.   

3. Contending for The Faith:  Jude 1:3-4, 17-23. 

A.  Standing Up for Jesus, Jude 1:3-4.   

1) Jude called for Christians to be proactive against false teachers by 

“earnestly (contending) for the faith which was once delivered to the 

saints”, v.3. 

2) The specific issue Jude was confronting was the fallacy that God’s grace 

is a license (a permit) to live sinfully.  In effect, this false teaching said 

that, because we are saved by grace, not by works, we are freed by grace 

from any moral responsibility to live a holy life. 

3) As Jude said, this teaching turns “the grace of our God into lasciviousness 

(unrestrained lust and immorality), and (denies) the only Lord God, and 

our Lord Jesus Christ”, v. 4 

B. Unity in Action, Jude 1:17-23. 

1) The Apostles (Peter, John, and Paul in the New Testament) all warned 

Christians to be on guard against false teachers and their false doctrines.   

2) Jude, not an Apostle, but one of the half-brothers of Jesus, writing his 

general letter to Christians about AD 67-68, appealed to all believers in 

Christ to remember the words that were spoken by the Apostles of “our 

Lord Jesus Christ”, v. 17, who warned against “mockers in the last time”, 

v.18, who follow their ungodly lists, being sensual, “having not the (Holy) 

Spirit”, v. 19. 

3) The evil character of these mockers is described by Jude in verses 8-13, 

and 16 of his letter.  Their doom is told in verses 14-15. 

4) In opposition to corrupt mockers who seek to corrupt the Gospel, Jude 

urged his fellow Christians to establish a united front against them by five 

acts of unity:  building, v. 20, praying, v. 20, loving, v. 21, hoping, v. 21, 

and serving, vv. 22-23.   

5) To content effectively for the faith preached and taught by the Apostles, 

we must build up ourselves on our most holy faith, by praying with the 

help of the Holy Spirit.   

6) We must keep ourselves in the love of God, having our hope in the Lord 

Jesus Christ for eternal life.  Finally, we must serve by working to save 

others from being destroyed by deception and sin.   



7) Those who have defected from orthodox Christian faith, and seek to 

influence others to imitate their defection, are by definition heretics.  The 

Apostle Paul instructed Titus, “A man (any person) that is an heretic after 

the first and second admonition (warning and rebuke) reject; knowing that 

he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself”, 

Titus 3:10-11.  

8) The church must be active in not allowing heretics to influence or infect 

others in the church.  By focusing on what God wants from the church, 

believers in Christ will remain faithful and be positioned to help others 

receive salvation by trust in Christ.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Faithful Christian discipleship requires that we reject false teachings, 

live in anticipation of Christ’s return, and eagerly contend for the faith set forth in the New 

Testament.  In order to achieve these objectives, it is vital for us to know in whom we believe 

and what we believe.   

 

Ministry in Action:  I urge you to call to mind someone you know who has wandered from 

faith in Christ, or embraced false doctrines.   Pray for their return to faith in Christ, and as 

opportunity affords, reach out to these individuals with the love of God. 

 


