
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, May 29, 2022 (Lesson #13)  

 

God’s Healing Presence:  Followers of Christ can be certain that one day 

they will know complete healing and restoration.                            

 
Scriptures:  Ezekiel 43:1-9; 47:1-12.                   

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson revolves around two encouraging visions of Ezekiel:  that 

of God’s glory returning to the Temple; and another of a life-giving river flowing out of the 

Temple.  The Scriptures for this lesson, in Ezekiel chapters 43 and 47, are part of a larger 

portion of Ezekiel: chapters 40-48, that are futuristic. It is generally believed by pre-

millennial Christians, that the last nine chapters of Ezekiel provide prophetic glimpses of the 

Millennial Reign of Christ.  This lesson brings into focus the fact that, Ezekiel’s prophecies 

about the future were not only for His fellow Jews, they also encourage Christians to be 

optimistic, because of the future God has for His people.   

 

Historical Background:  Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel were the three prophets of the 

Captivity (606-536 BC).  Jeremiah was much the oldest of the three, having begun his 

ministry in 626 BC.  Next was Daniel, who began his ministry about 607 BC; and last was 

Ezekiel, who began his ministry in 592 BC.  Jeremiah, who was also a priest, spent most of 

his life in and near Jerusalem.  Daniel, who was a member of Israel’s royal family, spent his 

life ministering to the kings of Babylon and Persia, and lived through the entire 70 years of 

the Captivity in Babylon.  Ezekiel, who was also a priest, spent his entire life as a prophet 

ministering to the captive Jews in Babylon (592-570 BC). 

 

Lesson Outline:  

1. God’s Presence Returns:  Ezekiel 43:1-9. 

A. The Return of God’s Glory, vv. 1-5. 

B. The Promises of God, vv. 6-9. 

2. Supernatural River From the Temple:  Ezekiel 47:1-6. 

A. The River Begins, vv. 1-2. 

B. An Impassable River, vv. 3-6. 

3. Life-Giving Waters:  Ezekiel 47:7-12. 

A. Blessings of Restoration, vv. 7-11. 

B. Blessings of Sustenance and Healing, v. 12. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. God’s Presence Returns:  Ezekiel 43:1-9. 

A. The Return of God’s Glory, vv. 1-5. 

1) After being taken to Babylon as a captive Jew in 597 BC, Ezekiel never 

returned to Jerusalem.  However, on several occasions, he was, in visions, 

transported back to Jerusalem by the Holy Spirit.   

2) Early in his ministry in Babylon, Ezekiel was given a vision of the glory 

God departing from the Temple in Jerusalem (10:4, 18).  Then, near the 

end of his ministry in Babylon, Ezekiel was given this vision of the glory 

of God returning to the Temple.  God’s glory departing from the Temple 

signified His judgment against the Jews, and God’s glory returning to the 

Temple signified His favor toward the Jews.  (Where God’s glory is 

manifested, there His presence is also manifested.) 

3) Ezekiel’s vision of the return of God’s glory to the Temple began when an 

angel guided him to the east gate of the Temple, vv. 1-2.  There, Ezekiel 

saw God’s glory moving toward him from the east, returning from the 

same direction in which His glory had left the Temple, Ezekiel 10:19. 

4) As Ezekiel watched, God’s glory approaching made the earth shine with 

His glory, v. 2.  In response to seeing this, Ezekiel fell face down before 

God, v. 3.   

5) Then, after God glory entered the Temple, the Holy Spirit lifted up 

Ezekiel and brought him to the inner court of the Temple.  There, Ezekiel 

saw the glory of God shining through the east gate of the Temple, filling 

the Temple with the light of God’s glory, v. 4-5. 

6) The temple in Jerusalem, built by Solomon, was destroyed in 586 BC.  So 

there was no Temple in Jerusalem at the time of this vision.  Still, 

Ezekiel’s vision was good news for the captive Jews in Babylon, because 

it meant there would again be a Temple in Jerusalem, and God’s glory and 

presence would be manifested there. 

7) When that happened, the captive Jews would know God’s judgment 

against them for their sins had ended, and His favor toward them had been 

restored.   

B. The Promises of God, vv. 6-9. 

1) After Ezekiel saw God’s glory return to the Temple, God granted him 

understanding of what this meant.  God made two promises to His people, 

the Jews.  First, He would live among them forever, if they would serve 

Him faithfully. vv. 7, 9. 

2) Second, God would free His people of their sinfulness.  They would never 

again defile the Lord’s name or serve false gods, v. 7.  This stood in stark 

contrast to the idolatrous history of the Israelites before the Captivity, vv. 

8-9. 



3) The Captivity and Exile cured the Jews permanently of idolatry. Note:  

Verse 7 alludes to the vile practice of prostitution that was part of the 

worship of false gods, and verse 7 and 9 refer to the practice of burying 

the kings of Judah next to the Temple, breaking God’s command that the 

Temple grounds not be defiled by dead bodies.   

4) After the Jews had endured the disappointing departure of God’s glory 

form the Temple, and its subsequent destruction, (which they thought 

could never happen,) the two promises of God in verses 7-9 provided 

them great encouragement regarding their future.   

5) God’s promises, however, included His expectation that the Jews would 

live as His holy people.  God is holy, and He commands His people to be 

holy, Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 1:15-16.  But how would they be made able 

to live as God’s holy people? 

6) God had already promised the means for their holy living.  God would, by 

His Holy Spirit, give to the post-captivity Jews a new heart, and a new 

spirit, to love and obey Him, Ezekiel 36:24-28.  This is the only means by 

which any person can live holy, as God has commanded.   

7) While these promises of God were fulfilled in a preliminary way in the 

lives of the post-captivity Jew, these promises, and others in Ezekiel 

chapters 40-48, await the coming again of Christ, and the establishment of 

Christ’s millennial kingdom, for their ultimate fulfillment.   

8) For the ancient Israelites, the Temple was their number one symbol of 

their faith in Yahweh, the God of Israel.  The nature of God, and the order 

and purpose of His will, were symbolized in the design, furnishings, and 

rituals of the Temple. 

9) Therefore, the new Temple, in Ezekiel’s vision, was a symbol to the post-

captivity Jews of God’s nature, and also His will for their lives.  The 

cross, the most recognizable symbol of the Christian faith, speaks 

volumes about what God had done for us through Christ, and about the 

way we ought to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

10) The symbols of our faith, when properly understood and 

appreciated, are used by God to teach us to conform our live with His 

nature and will.  

2. Supernatural River From The Temple:  Ezekiel 47:1-6. 

A. The River Begins, vv. 1-2. 

1) Ezekiel 47 marks a transition for focus from the Temple to the land of 

Israel.  Verses 1-12 describe a life-giving stream that flowed form the 

Temple, out over the land of Israel, becoming an increasingly large river, 

and reaching all the way to the Dead Sea, an arid area devoid of life.  

2) In ancient Israel, water was both scarce and essential for survival.  As a 

result of this, water was regarded by the Jews as a symbol of abundance 

and blessing.  



3) However, this vision of Ezekiel is not merely about water, but about a 

life-giving river from the Temple, thus enhancing its significance as a 

source of God-given abundance and blessing.   

4) Ezekiel’s vision of this life-giving river, which began at the Temple, and 

flowed out over the land of Israel, must have suggested to the post-

captivity Jews, that their future as God’s people would be abundantly 

blessed by God.   

B. An Impressive River, vv. 3-6. 

1) After Ezekiel noticed a stream of water flowing out from the Temple, his 

angelic guide proceeded to determine the width and depth of the stream as 

it progressed.   

2) Four times the angel, taking Ezekiel with him, waded into the river at 

increments of 1,000 cubits (1500 feet) of its length, to measure its width 

and depth.   

3) The stream became a river, then a massive river, and finally, an 

impassable river.  After the fourth and final measurement, the river was so 

deep and wide, Ezekiel said he could not pass over it, v. 5.  Then the angel 

brought Ezekiel back to the bank of the river.  

4) Verse 6 is one of the many instances in the Book of Ezekiel, where he is 

addressed as “Son of man.”  It is believed this was a constant reminder to 

Ezekiel of his humanity, and of his human limitations in contrast to the 

all-mighty power of God.   

5) It seems the question asked of Ezekiel by the angel, “Hast thou seen this 

[river]?” was intended to impress on the mind of this mortal man the 

amazing miracle of the river’s increasing volume.   

6) God’s all-sufficient power to provide everything needed for His people, 

was on magnificent display to His simple human prophet, and Ezekiel’s 

telling about it, would put God’s all-sufficient power on display to all who 

would hear and believe his words.   

7) One of the most popular interpretations of Ezekiel’s vision of wading in 

the ever-increasing rive is that, God calls us to wade ever deeper into the 

river of the great salvation He provided for us through Christ.   

8) What is our spiritual depth in our relationship with God?  Is it only ankle 

deep?  Is it knee deep? Is it waist deep?  Is it chest deep? Or are we 

swimming in the river of God’s love, grace, and blessings? 

9) How far we choose to enter into the life-giving river of salvation is up to 

us.  Why be only ankle deep, when we can plunge fully into the River of 

Life flowing form the throne of God, Revelation 22:1, 17. 

3. Life-Giving Waters:  Ezekiel 47:7-12. 

A. Blessings of Restoration, vv. 7-11. 



1) In this part of his description of the river, Ezekiel uses language similar to 

that found in Genesis 2 and Revelation 22.  The suggestion is that, this 

river will restore the ideal conditions that existed in the Garden of Eden.   

2) When we think about God’s work of restoration, it can apply to many 

things, and for the captive Jews in Babylon, this vision likely caused them 

to think about being restored to a right relationship with God, and also 

being restored to their homeland after the Captivity.   

3) In addition to these blessings, Ezekiel’s vision implied restoration of the 

whole creation to its “very good” condition before Adam and Eve sinned.  

The whole creation will be restored when God completes His work of 

redeeming humans, see Romans 8:22-23. 

4) In Ezekiel’s vision, the power of the life-giving river is seen as causing 

numerous trees to grow along its banks, v. 7; restoring the water of the 

Dead Sea to freshness, v. 8; and restoring life to every living thing 

wherever it goes, v. 9. 

5) Notice, this river does not merely support life, it restores life.  The 

restoration of the Dead or Salt Sea to freshness is especially dramatic.  

Normal ocean water has a salt content of about 4 percent, while the Dead 

Sea has a salt content of about 33 percent.   

6) This makes it impossible for fish or plants to live in the Dead Sea.  In 

Ezekiel’s vision, the life-giving river restored life to the Dead Sea and the 

land surrounding it, vv. 9-10. 

7) The fact is, the river of life, flowing from God to us through Christ, has 

the divine power to restore sinful humans to a life-giving right 

relationship with God, and to restore the whole creation from sin’s curse. 

8) In Ezekiel’s vision, the brackish waters in the swamps and marshes were 

not cleansed of their saltiness, v. 11.  This may be because, many fish and 

shell fish can live only in brackish water, which is part fresh and part 

salty.  The river of life does no harm.   

B. Blessings of Sustenance and Healing, v. 12. 

1) Ezekiel 47:7 mentions trees growing in abundance of the banks of the life-

giving river.  Here, in verse 12, these trees are identified as fruit trees, 

unlike natural fruit trees.   

2) While natural fruit trees bear fruit annually, in their season for bearing, 

these fruit trees bear fruit monthly, their fruit being good (sustenance) and 

theirs leaves being for medicine (healing). Ezekiel’s vision of these trees 

signifies abundant and constant provision, and healing and wholeness 

from God.  

3) In addition to all Ezekiel’s vision of the river flowing from the Temple 

meant to the captive Jews in Babylon, it certainly has meaning for 

Christians.  It signifies the present blessings of salvation provided for us 

by Christ, Ephesians 1:3; the blessings that will attend the establishment 



of Christ’s millennial kingdom on earth, Revelation 20:4; and the 

everlasting blessings of life in the new heaven, and on the new earth, 

Revelation 21:1.   

4) Living in this world, plagued by human sinfulness, we need Ezekiel’s 

vision of God’s life-giving, life-sustaining, and healing river.  As 

believers in Christ, we are not without help to thrive in this imperfect 

world.   

5) Believing in Christ, we drink of the water of life, and in that we have all 

we need to make us sufficient for life, death, and eternity.  Let us remind 

ourselves daily that we need the water of life.  Drink of it freely, and 

thank God for it.  We have everlasting life in Christ.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Through the practice of spiritual disciplines such as Bible reading and 

prayer, we make ourselves available to the Lord, to receive from Him all the blessings He has 

for us.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Invite your students to join together in prayer, thanking God for 

experiencing His presence and blessings through Christ, both now and forever.  Pray for 

those who need healing.   

 


