
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, May 15, 2022 (Lesson #11)  

 

Moral Responsibility Demanded:  Followers of Jesus Christ are 

responsible to walk in holiness.                         

 
Scriptures:  Ezekiel 3:16-27; 18:1-32.                

 

The Lesson Overview:    This lesson is about our individual accountability to God.  When the 

captive Jews in Babylon complained to Ezekiel that they were being punished for the sins of 

their fathers, he reminded them of their personal responsibility to God.  Yes, their fathers had 

sinned, but so had they.  One of the most hated facts of life by people who want no 

consequences for doing wrong, is that, each of us is responsible for, and accountable to God, 

for what we do.  We are rational creators, to whom God has given the freedom to make moral 

choices.  We are, therefore, responsible to God for the choices we make, and for the effects 

our choices have on ourselves and others.   

 

Historical Background:  Part one of the lesson is dated 592 BC.  The message in Ezekiel 18 

was probably delivered to many groups of Jewish captives in Babylon, on various occasions, 

during the years 592-586 BC.  In the Book of Ezekiel, chapter 18 is sandwiched between a 

riddle and a parable on one side (chapter 17), and a parable on the other side (chapter 19).  

Ezekiel’s message to the captive Jews, in chapter 18, was provided by a well-known proverb 

they were quoting (v.2), likely learned from something Jeremiah said (Jeremiah 31:29-30; 

compare Lamentations 5:7).  However, what he said was being misused by the captive Jews 

to excuse their sinfulness and need of repentance.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Warning of Impending Doom: Ezekiel 3:16-27. 

A. Responsibility to God, vv. 16-21. 

B. Waiting on God, vv. 22-27. 

2. Individual Responsibility:  Ezekiel 18:1-18. 

A. Complaint and Reply, vv. 1-9. 

B. God, Judges Each Person, vv. 10-18. 

3. The Lord Is Just:  Ezekiel 18:19-32. 

A. The Impartiality of God, vv. 19-24. 

B. Get a New Heart, vv. 25-32. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Warning of Impending Doom:  Ezekiel 3:16-27. 

A. Responsibility to God, vv. 16-21. 

1) After receiving his call from God to be a prophet, Ezekiel, led by the Holy 

Spirit, joined a group of captive Jews sitting by the Chebar canal.  Ezekiel 

said, “I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished [speechless] 

among them seven days”, 3:15.   

2) Then, at the end of the seven days, v. 16, the word of the Lord came to 

Ezekiel, telling him, in very specific terms, what his responsibility was to 

God in his role as a prophet to the captive Jews in Babylon.   

3) The Lord appointed him to be a watchman for “the house of Israel”, v. 17; 

“Israel” being, in this instance, the captive Jews in Babylon. 

4) In Bible times, a watchman was usually a soldier or guard position at on a 

city wall, or in a watchtower, where he could observe danger approaching 

the city from any direction. 

5) If he saw danger approaching, his responsibility was to warn the city of 

the danger, so defensive of offensive action could be taken to neutralize 

the danger, or to escape from the danger.   

6) For Ezekiel, being a watchman meant warning his fellow Jews that their 

sinning was putting them in danger of God’s judgment against them.  If 

Ezekiel failed to warn sinners of their approaching doom, then God would 

hold Ezekiel accountable for their dying in a sinful condition, v. 18. 

7) But if Ezekiel fulfilled his responsibility to warn sinners of their 

approaching doom, then God would not hold Ezekiel accountable for their 

dying in sin, v. 19. 

8) To leave no question about what He required of Ezekiel as watchman, 

God gave him more specific examples of what his duty was.  If a 

righteous man turned away from righteousness to sinning, and Ezekiel did 

not warn him of God’s impending judgment against him, and he died in 

his sin, God would hold Ezekiel accountable for his dying in sin, v. 20.   

9) However, if Ezekiel warned a righteous man that he sin not, and the 

righteous man heeded the warning, the righteous man would live, and 

Ezekiel would be free from guilt, v 21. 

B. Waiting on God, vv. 22-27. 

1) After God made Ezekiel a watchman for his fellow Jew, God directed him 

to separate himself from the group of Jews he had been sitting with for 

seven days, by going alone onto a nearby plain, where God would talk to 

him, v. 22.   

2) When Ezekiel arrived at the place to which god had directed him, he again 

had a vision of the glory of the Lord, like that first revealed to him when 

God called him to be a prophet, v. 23.  



3) Seeing this, Ezekiel fell on his face again, but the Holy Spirit entered him 

and stood him on his feet.  Then, the Holy Spirit directed Ezekiel to go 

home, and shut himself in his house, v. 24, where he was to wait on God 

for further instruction.   

4) Before departing for his house, the Holy Spirit continued speaking to 

Ezekiel, telling him that the people (his fellow captive Jews) would put 

bands on him and bind him to themselves, but he was not to leave his 

house and go our among them until God sent him, v. 25. 

5) This figurative language meant Ezekiel was bound to his fellow captive 

Jews by their need of his prophetic ministry, but he was not to begin that 

ministry among them until God sent him.   

6) To further emphasize the necessity of Ezekiel waiting on God at home, 

before beginning his prophetic ministry, the Holy Spirit said He would 

cause Ezekiel’s tongue to cleave to the roof of his mouth, making him 

mute, because he was not to begin reproving his rebellious fellow Jews 

until God sent him to do so, v. 26.   

7) All of this impressed on the mind of Ezekiel how serious his 

responsibility was as a prophet of the Lord.  He was not sufficient in 

himself to conduct his ministry.  He needed God’s permission, direction, 

and empowerment to fulfill his mission.   

8) Finally, the Holy Spirit said to Ezekiel, when the time is right, “I will 

open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God”, 

v. 27.   

9) So, Ezekiel waited silently at home, preparing himself for the day when 

the Holy Spirit would open his mouth, give him the message, and send 

him forth to prophesy to his fellow Jews in Babylon.   

10) As followers of Christ, what is our responsibility to God regarding 

those to whom God has given us opportunity to minister?  We need to 

think seriously and honestly about this.   

11) God has not called any one of us to save the whole world, but God 

has called each of us to minister to people who are within the world of our 

influence as a Christian.   

12) Knowing this, we need to be attentive to the leading of the Holy 

Spirit, as to when and how we can touch the lives of other people in 

redemptive, healing, and other beneficial ways.  With God’s help, let us 

do good, to and for all.   

2. Individual Responsibility:  Ezekiel 18:1- 18. 

A. Complaint and Reply, vv. 1-9. 

1) The captive Jews in Babylon had a proverb they recited as a complaint 

against God.  It was, “the fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge”, v. 2.  



2) Their complaint was that, God was unfairly punishing them for the sins of 

their fathers.  The captives had been warned by Jeremiah that the captivity 

of the Jews would come as a consequence of generations of idolatry and 

sinful living by the Israelites (the Jews).  Now it had happened.   

3) God assured the captives that each individual’s personal relationship with 

Him, stood independent of the general judgment that had fallen on the 

Jews.   

4) Each individual was free to repent, have a right relationship with God, and 

to live in righteousness, regardless of the sins they or their fathers had 

committed.   

5) Without question, some of the captive Jews in Babylon had not committed 

the terrible sins of idolatry, adultery, and robbing the poor, mentioned 

here, vv. 6-8. They had, instead, obeyed God’s commandments, and God 

said they were “just” and would “surely live”, v. 9. 

B. God Judges Each Person, vv. 10-18. 

1) This whole passage of Scripture gives examples of the fact that God 

judges each person according to his or her own deeds.  If a son born to a 

righteous father, vv. 9-10, commits every kind of evil, vv. 10-13, and does 

not repent, the righteousness of his father will not save him.   

2) God said, this evil son of a righteous man “shall not live…he shall surely 

die”, v. 13.  On the other hand, if the son of a sinful father chooses to live 

in righteousness, he will not be condemned for the sins of his father.   

3) The righteous son of the sinful father shall “surely live”, v. 17, but his 

ungodly father will “die in his iniquity”, v. 18.  In this prophecy, the terms 

die and live mean more than mere physical death or life.   

4) The sinning soul will die, not only physically, but also spiritually, 

morally, and everlastingly in separation from God.  The righteous soul 

will live, not only physically, but also spiritually, morally, and 

everlastingly in fellowship with God.   

5) It is consoling to know that God judges each person individually, and He 

gives to us the freedom to make choices about what we will do with our 

life in relation to Him.   

6) The person from an unbelieving family environment, can respond 

positively to the Gospel and be saved.  The person from a believing 

family environment, is not saved by his or her parents being Christians, 

but must make a personal decision to the committed to Christ, to be saved.  

7) The favor God shows to all who make right choices, regardless of their 

background, demonstrates His fairness to all.  

3. The Lord is Just:  Ezekiel 18:19-32. 

A. The Impartiality of God, vv. 19-24. 



1) Even after Ezekiel had explained individual accountability to God, the 

captive Jews resisted the truth he declared to them, preferring to excuse 

themselves by blaming others.   

2) In answer to their resistance to the truth, Ezekiel restated, as a principle, 

the truth he had already set before them: “The soul that sinneth, it shall 

die”, v .20.  God is impartial in His judgment of people.  Each person 

must answer to God individually, and He shows no favoritism in His 

judging.   

3) God’s amazing mercy toward sinners is that, He will forgive any who 

repent.  God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, v. 23.  All sins 

forgiven will not be held against a person.  God will make no mention of 

forgiven sins, v. 20, but this may not mean the consequences set in motion 

by past sins will immediately cease.   

4) For example, God will forgive a repentant criminal of any crime 

committed, but this may not result in the forgiven person being released 

from a lengthy prison sentence.   

5) Clearly, God will forgive the sinner who repents, and the sinner’s past 

sins will be forgotten.  But what happens when a righteous person defects 

from God, persists in sinning, and never repents?   

6) “All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned”, v. 24, 

and he will die in his sin.  This is a warning that, even though a person 

may be forgiven and saved from sin, to remain saved, a person must 

continue in faithfulness to God.   

B. Get a New Heart, vv. 25-32. 

1) Still, the answer of the people to Ezekiel was, “The way of the Lord is not 

equal” v.25.  As they saw it, the sins of a repentant sinner should not be 

forgotten by God, and the former righteousness of a defector should not 

be forgotten by God.  

2) In answer to this complaint, Ezekiel simply restated what he had already 

said to them about the way God deals with sinners who repent and 

righteous people who defect.  Ezekiel insisted God’s way is fair, but the 

thinking of the people was unfair, and they needed to accept God’s way. 

3) While complaining that God’s way was unfair, the captive Jews remained 

blind to their own need of repentance.  God warned that He would judge 

everyone of them “according to his ways”, v. 30.   

4) Therefore, God commanded them, “Repent, and turn yourselves from 

your transgressions”, v. 30.  Ezekiel appealed to his fellow Jews to put 

away their sinning, and allow God to give them a new heart and spirit to 

live for Him, v.31.   

5) Earlier, God had said He would give the captive Jews a new heart and 

spirit to walk (live) in obedience to His commandments, Ezekiel 11:19-

20.  Ezekiel pleaded with his fellow Jews to receive this spiritual 



transformation from God, because God had no pleasure in seeing them die 

in their sins, v. 32.   

6) God’s way is fair, because He makes His own grace the basis of eternal 

salvation for every person.  When God says to us, “Repent,” He is being 

gracious to us.  Imagine how utterly hopeless we would be, if God would 

not accept our repentance.  

7) There would be no way for us to avoid the ruin of sinful living.  There 

would be no way for us to have everlasting life with God and Christ.  Our 

opportunity to repent is a generous grace, extended to us by our merciful 

and loving God the Father.  Thank and praise God for repentance, and for 

the forgiveness of sins.  

 

Call To Discipleship:  As Christ’s disciples, God call us to live in holiness, because He is 

holy (1 Peter 1:14-16).  We can do this, not by living in our righteousness, for we have none, 

but only by living in the righteousness of Christ by faith.  Christ, living in us, empowers us to 

live in holiness.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Unsaved people need to hear the Gospel and repent.  Be alert to 

opportunities to make the Gospel known to those who need to hear it.  Witness of Christ, and 

pray for sinners to be saved.   

 

 


