
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, May 1, 2022 (Lesson #9)  

 

Salvation and Divine Favor Promised: God restores lives that have been 

broken by sin.                       

 
Scriptures:  Jeremiah 32: 1-12, 36-44.               

 

The Lesson Overview:    This is the last lesson on Jeremiah in this unit of lessons on 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  While the book of Jeremiah is filled with messages about coming 

judgment from God against the sinful kingdom of Judah, this lesson is about the bright hope 

of the future God promised the Jews.  With the demise of the kingdom of Israel in 721 BC, 

and the demise of the kingdom of Judah in 586 BC, the nation of the Jews ceased to exist in 

the world as a political entity.  But still, the Jews, who were scattered to many nations by 

God’s judgment, were His people, and He promised them spiritual renewal and restoration to 

their homeland – to Judah (Judea) and the city of Jerusalem.   

 

Historical Background:  Of the 16 writing prophets, Isaiah through Malachi, Jeremiah 

revealed the most about his personal life, weaving this information all through the two books 

he authored, Jeremiah and Lamentations.  Also, it is easy to track the chronology of 

Jeremiah’s life and ministry, because the events of his life corresponded with events in the 

life of Nebuchadnezzar, the longest reigning king of Babylonian Empire (45 years).  For 

example, because of precise information Jeremiah provides, we know the events of this 

lesson occurred less than two years before the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem.   

 

Lesson Outline:   

1. Judgment Foretold:  Jeremiah 32:1-5. 

A. Jeremiah in Prison, vv. 1-2. 

B. An Unwanted Prophecy, vv. 3-5. 

2. Prophetic and Symbolic Action:  Jeremiah 32:6-12. 

A. Informed by the Lord, vv. 6-8. 

B. Acting on Faith, vv. 9-12. 

3. Salvation and Divine Favor Assured:  Jeremiah 32:36-44. 

A. God Promised To Gather His People, vv. 36-40. 

B. God Promised To Establish His People, v. 41-44. 

 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Judgment Foretold: Jeremiah 32:1-5. 

A. Jeremiah in Prison, vv. 1-2. 

1) Jeremiah carefully documented the events in this lesson as being in the 

tenth year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah, and in the eighteenth 

year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar (588-87 BC).   

2) Jerusalem was under siege by the Babylonian army, and Jeremiah was 

being held a prisoner in the courtyard of Zedekiah’s house.  Zedekiah, the 

last, and one of the worst of the 19 kings of Judah, had made Jeremiah a 

prisoner because he strongly disliked what the prophet was saying to the 

people of Judah.   

3) By imprisoning Jeremiah, Zedekiah prevented him from engaging in any 

public speaking in Jerusalem. 

4) Because Jeremiah’s preaching about the coming judgment of God on 

Judah and Jerusalem was so unpopular, he suffered much for fulfilling his 

mission as God’s prophet.   

5) God forbade Jeremiah to marry and have a family, as a symbolic message 

to the people of Judah that their families would perish in the coming 

judgment.   

6) By his fellow Jews, Jeremiah was defamed, assaulted, accused of treason, 

persecuted, imprisoned several time and left in a dry well to die, but was 

rescued.  Through all of these troubles God sustained him, delivered him 

from his enemies, protected his life, and gave him favor with King 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

7) In this lesson, Jeremiah, who was both a priest and prophet, was nearing 

the end of his 40 years of ministry as a prophet of the Lord to the kings, 

religious leaders, and people of Judah and Jerusalem.   

B. An Unwanted Prophecy, vv. 3-5. 

1) Jeremiah was imprisoned by Zedekiah, king of Judah (597-586 BC), for 

prophesying words the king strongly disliked.  For years Jeremiah had 

been warning the people of Jerusalem and Judah, that if they did not 

repent and return to worshiping and obeying the God of Israel, they would 

be destroyed by God’s judgment.   

2) Jeremiah was hated by the people and leaders of Judah for giving this 

warning to them, and they refused to believe it.   

3) Now, with Jerusalem under siege by the Babylonians, speaking for the 

Lord, Jeremiah’s prophecy was, “Behold [take notice], I [the Lord] will 

give this city [Jerusalem] into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he 

shall take it”, v. 3. 

4) Zedekiah, strongly objected to this prophecy, and asked Jeremiah why he 

was prophesying doom for Jerusalem.  The implication of the king’s 



complaint suggested Jeremiah could say the opposite of what God had 

given him to say.   

5) Of course, Jeremiah could not do this and remain a true prophet of the 

Lord.  Had he prophesied a lie to please the king and people of Judah, he 

would have been no better than the false prophets in Jerusalem.  

6) They were saying, and had been saying for years, what the kings and 

people wanted to hear, but their words could not bring peace nor victory 

for sinful Judah.   

7) The last three kings of Judah (Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, 608-

586 BC) all reigned by permission of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.  

When, against the wise counsel of Jeremiah, Zedekiah rebelled against 

Nebuchadnezzar, his doom was sealed.   

8) So the prophecy of Jeremiah also included the fact that, King Zedekiah 

would be captured by the army of Nebuchadnezzar, he would be taken 

into custody by the king of Babylon, and would be deported as a captive 

to Babylon, vv. 4-5. 

9) Zedekiah was determined to fight to free himself and Judah from 

Nebuchadnezzar.  But, said the prophecy of Jeremiah, “though ye [all of 

you] fight with the Chaldeans [the Babylonians], ye [all of you] shall not 

prosper”, v. 5. 

10) Many people do not like to read or hear God’s Word, the Bible.  

They strongly object to having God tell them how they ought to live.  

Nevertheless, God’s Word is truth, and it is truth much needed by us for 

our own spiritual, moral, social, and physical well-being.   

11) “For the Word of God is quick [living] and powerful, and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder [in two] 

of the soul and spirit, and of the joints [bones] and morrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”, Hebrews 4:12. 

12) There is divine power in the Word of God.  Jeremiah was inspired 

by the Holy Spirit to prophesy, and now we have the Bible as the basis for 

all prophecy.   

13) God, by His Holy Spirit, still speaks at times through people 

(prophesying, tongues-interpretation, words of knowledge or wisdom or 

discernment), and the Holy Spirit may speak secretly to our mind and 

heart, but all truly prophetic words will be consistent with the Holy 

Scriptures, the Bible.  

14) The crucial issue for us is, do we love and obey God by hearing, 

believing, and obeying His Word?  Obeying His Word is the only way to 

live with God’s blessing upon us, instead of under His judgment.   

2. Prophetic and Symbolic Action:  Jeremiah 32:6-12. 

A. Informed by the Lord, vv. 6-8. 



1) While held in the courtyard prison of King Zedekiah’s house, the Lord 

spoke to Jeremiah and informed him, that his cousin Hanameel would 

come to transfer ownership of a piece of land to him, vv. 6-7. 

2) Anathoth, Jeremiah’s native town, about three miles from Jerusalem, was 

one of the towns designated as a residence for the priests of Israel.  The 

law of Moses provided that the lands surrounding these towns were the 

property of the priests.  The land Hanameel would offer to sell to 

Jeremiah was a parcel already belonging to a priestly relative of Jeremiah.   

3) As the Lord had said, Hanameel came to the courtyard prison and asked 

Jeremiah to purchase the parcel of land attached to Anathoth, v. 8.  

Jeremiah said, “Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord”, v. 8. 

4) By Hanameel’s coming, Jeremiah knew it was the will of the Lord for him 

to purchase the land offered to him.  Jeremiah, needed to know this was 

God’s will, because this land, and Anathoth, were already in the 

possession of the invading Babylonians.   

5) In fact, not until the captivity of the Jews in Babylon (606-536 BC) would 

end, more than 50 years later, Anathoth, and the land surrounding it, 

would not belong to any Jew.  

B. Acting on Faith, vv. 9-12 (13-15). 

1) The selling of the land Hanameel made to Jeremiah was, in effect, simply 

transferring title to the land from one family member to another.  

Jeremiah states, matter-of-factly, “I bought the field from Hanameel…and 

weighed to him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver”, v. 9.   

2) Seventeen shekels would have been the equivalent of 17 day’s wages.  In 

verse 10, for the first time in the Bible, mention is made of a written sales 

contract, prepared by Jeremiah and verified by witnesses, vv. 11-12. 

3) Finally, all the evidence of this transaction was shut up in a clay vessel for 

permanent keeping, v. 13.  The purchase of this field symbolized the 

future promised to the Jews after the Captivity, when they would again 

inhabit Judah and Jerusalem, v. 14-15. 

4) Trusting God’s directions regarding the future may not be easy, because 

we cannot see the future as God does.  God is always at work toward His 

own goals, and He knows what the outcome will be.  In contrast to that, 

we are called by God, many times, to walk by faith and not by sight, 

trusting the future to Him.   

5) The renowned Christian, Corrie Ten Boom, once said, “You can trust an 

unknown future in the hands of a known God.”  Knowing God is the key 

to trusting the future to Him.  Knowing Him, we know He is trustworthy 

and will never lead us wrong.   

6) Whatever may be the troubling unknowns we are dealing with today, we 

need to put those things in the hands of the God we know and trust.   

 



3. Salvation and Divine Favor Assured:  Jeremiah 32:36-44. 

A. God Promised To Gather His People, vv. 36-40. 

1) At the time of this lesson, the kingdom of Judah was on the verge of 

coming to its end under the severe judgment of God.  However, 

Jeremiah’s purchase of a parcel of land from his cousin signified that, 

although the kingdom of Judah would end, after that, God had a bright 

future planned for the Jewish people. 

2) Here is a straightforward prophecy to the same effect. 

3) About 18 years before the events told in this lesson, and again, about 10 

years before the events told in this lesson, Jeremiah had prophesied that 

the captivity of the Jews in Babylon would last 70 years, after which they 

would be restored to their homeland (Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10). 

4) In addition to the thousands of Jews who were taken into captivity and 

deported to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, his destruction of the kingdom 

of Judah caused many other Jews to exile themselves in other lands.   

5) These exiled Jews, whether in Babylon or other places, God promised to 

gather “out of all the countries” where they had been driven by His ‘great 

wrath”, v. 37. 

6) God’s judgment against the Jews came because of their idolatry and 

sinfulness, and their restoration would come as a blessing of their spiritual 

renewal by God, v. 38. 

7) The Captivity and Exile of the Jews cured them of idolatry.  God gave the 

Jews who returned to Judah and Jerusalem from captivity and exile, a 

heart to live for Him, for their own benefit and the benefit of their 

children, v. 39.   

8) God promised to make an everlasting covenant with the restored Jews, to 

put the reverential fear of Him in their hearts, so they would not depart 

from Him, v. 40. 

B. God Promised To Establish His People, vv. 41-44. 

1) God promised to gather the captive and exiled Jews to their homeland, 

and He promised to establish them there.  This promise began with God 

saying He would “rejoice over them, to do them good, and I will plant 

them in this land”, v. 41.   

2) To “plant” suggests something like the planting of a tree that takes root, 

grows large, and continues for a long time. 

3) Like as God had brought great trouble on the Jews as a punishment for 

their extreme evildoing, He said he would bring on the restored Jews “all 

the good that I have promised them”, v. 42. 

4) The Jews would live again in the land of Judah, and would buy land “in 

places about Jerusalem,” and fields for farming throughout the land of 

Judah, vv. 43-44.   



5) True to the prophecy of Jeremiah, the Captivity of the Jews ended after 70 

years, and many thousands of them came to live in Judah and Jerusalem.   

6) Sin leaves a trail of sorrows and destruction.  The fleeting pleasures of sin 

bring heartache and personal brokenness.  In sharp contrast to what sin 

does, the blessing of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that sins can be 

forgiven, and lives can be restored.   

7) Sin does not have to be the final word.  When God, for Christ’s sake, 

forgives, He cleanses away and forgets the sin.  He give a new life to 

those He forgives.  As believers in Christ, this is the message we have to 

tell to people who need to hear it.  Pray for and use opportunities to do 

this.   

 

Call To Discipleship:  Each of us, as a disciple of Jesus Christ, has a personal testimony of 

how we came to be His follower.  This is a vital part of our witness of Christ.  Tell you story, 

to encourage another to become a follower of Christ.  

 

Ministry In Action:  Pray for and encourage those who may be struggling to trust their future 

to God.  Assure them God’s promises can be trusted.   


