
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, April 24, 2022 (Lesson #8)  

 

Sin, Punishment, and Promised Restoration:  God calls all people to live 

in obedience to Him.                     

 
Scriptures:  Jeremiah 8:4-17; 34:31-34.             

 

The Lesson Overview:    During the last 22 years of the kingdom of Judah, the kings, princes, 

and people persisted in becoming increasingly more evil and rebellious against God.  During 

this time, Jeremiah, ministering mainly in the city of Jerusalem, prayed and labored tirelessly 

to persuade the people of Judah to repent and return to faith in the God of Abraham.  This 

story stubbornly refused to do, the result being that Jeremiah had no success in turning the 

kingdom of Judah away from sin and destruction.  This lesson, as the title reveals, is about 

Jeremiah warning of sin and its punishment, and prophesying of promised restoration to faith 

in God, by means of a new covenant with God.   

 

Historical Background:  The conclusion of this lesson is about a new covenant with God.  

This is commonly referred to by Christians as “The Covenant of Grace.”  In Old Testament 

times, rulers entered into covenants with their subjects, promising certain benefits for their 

loyalty.  In like manner, God gave to Israel a covenant relationship with Himself by giving 

them, through Moses, the Law, and promising them benefits for obedience to His 

commandments.  Under the new covenant, God gives to us a covenant relationship with 

Himself by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  When we trust and obey Christ as our Savior 

and Lord, we receive all the benefits of the new covenant.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. God’s Word Rejected:  Jeremiah 8:4-9. 

A. Sinning Is Irrational, vv. 4-7. 

B. God’s Word Rejected, vv. 8-9. 

2. Consequences of Rejecting God’s Word:  Jeremiah 8:10-17. 

A. Warning of Severe Judgment, vv. 10-13. 

B. No Escape From God’s Judgment, vv. 14-17. 

3. New Covenant Promised:  Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

A. The Old Covenant, vv. 31-32. 

B. The New Covenant, vv. 33-34. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. God’s Word Rejected:  Jeremiah 8:4-9. 

A. Sinning Is Irrational, vv. 4-7. 

1) People say, when discussing something they do not understand, “That 

doesn’t make sense.”  It seems to be illogical or irrational.  Because of the 

consequences that come from sinning, it is always illogical or irrational to 

stubbornly persist in sinning.   

2) In these verses, the Lord, speaking to the people of Judah through 

Jeremiah, made statements and posed questions that revealed how 

irrational it is to keep on sinning.  

3) First, the Lord asked, v. 4, when a person falls down, will he not get up?  

If he goes in the wrong direction, will he not turn around and come back?  

It is irrational to not get up after falling, and not to turn back from going 

the wrong way. 

4) Yet, spiritually and morally, this was what the people of Judah were 

doing.  They were in a state of “perpetual backsliding” away from God, 

and they were holding firmly to a deceitful way of living and would not 

turn back from it, v. 5. 

5) The obedience to His Word God requires is rational, sensible, and for our 

well-being.  “Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth 

greatly in His commandments”, Ps. 112:1.  It is sensible, logical, 

reasonable to obey God, and extremely irrational not to obey Him. 

6) The people of Judah were willfully self-deceived, v. 5, and when God 

called them to repent, they not only refused to repent, they rushed 

headlong into doing evil, like a horse rushing into a battle, v.6. 

7) This, too, was irrational, in that they did the opposite of repenting, thus 

making certain their own destruction by God’s judgment against them.  

Birds, such as the stock, dove, crane, and swallow, conduct their lives in 

an orderly manner, beneficial to themselves, as ordained by God.   

8) In contrast to the birds, the people of Judah has lost all sense of 

conducting their lives according to God’s wise and beneficial judicial 

decisions about what is right and wrong, and good and bad – “The 

judgment of the Lord”, v. 7.   

9) When creatures rebel against the law of the Creator, for the creature, the 

outcome can never be good. 

B. God’s Word Rejected, Jeremiah 8:8-9. 

1) Those who were supposed to be the wise men of Judah (priests, scribes, 

religious leaders), were not, in fact, wise, because they had rejected the 

word of the Lord.   

2) They had the law of Moses to guide them into right living, but they 

neither believed nor obeyed it.  Having the law of God was of no benefit 

to them, and they made it of no benefit to others.  By sinfully clever 



interpretations of God’s Word, these leaders, corrupted by sin, sought to 

twist the Word to justify their evildoing, v. 8. 

3) The supposed “wise men” of Judah has “rejected the word of the Lord,” 

and therefore they had no wisdom in them, v. 9.  These were trusted 

advisors to the kings, civil leaders, and people of Judah, but they did not 

have wisdom form God for advising anyone. 

4) The word of the Lord by Jeremiah was that, the wise men of Judah “are 

ashamed…dismayed and taken”, v. 9.  These words pointed to the 

judgment of God that awaited them for rejecting the wisdom of His Word, 

vv. 10-17.   

5) In that coming judgment, they would be shamed, dismayed (hopeless), 

and taken by the enemies of Judah for having rejected God’s Word.  The 

consequences for those rejecting God’s Word have been severe in the past 

and still are today.  

6) In what were, historically, the nominally Christian nations of the world, 

Biblical illiteracy is an increasing reality.  This means that people 

generally, and even those who attend church with some frequency, have a 

decreasing knowledge of what is in the Bible.  

7) Many professing Christians do not, with any regularity, read and study the 

Bible. If a person does not know what is in the Bible, how can that person 

guide his or her life by Holy Scripture?   

8) In addition to that problem, in a world with increasingly secular societies 

that reject the Bible and Judeo-Christian values, most people have no 

thought of living by the Bible.  

9) Let us pray for, and encourage, a renewal of reading and studying the 

Bible, among professing Christians.  The whole world still needs the 

wisdom of God’s Word. 

2. Consequences of Rejecting God’s Word:  Jeremiah 8:10-17. 

A. Warning of Severe Judgment, vv. 10-13. 

1) Verse 10 is a continuation of God’s judgement against the wise men of 

Judah (the priests and religious leaders).  Because they had son 

completely failed to provide righteous counsel and godly example for the 

people of Judah, God said He would cause their wives to be given to 

others, and their wives to be given to others, and their fields (the land they 

owned) to pass to new owners.   

2) Simply stated, these corrupt religious leaders would die in the coming 

judgment of God against Judah, and their widows would be taken by other 

men, and their land by new owners.   

3) God’s judgment would fall on the religious leaders, everyone form the 

least to the greatest (the lowest to the highest in status), from the (false) 

prophet to the (high) priest, v. 10.   



4) The reason given for the severity of God’s judgment against them was 

their misleading the civil leaders and people of Judah with their false 

words, v. 11.  They had given false comfort to the people by saying there 

would be peace, when God had said there would be no peace for Judah, 

unless they repented and renewed their devotion to Him as their only God.   

5) Another reason given for the severity of God’s judgment against the 

religious leaders of Judah was their unashamed commission of 

abominable sins, thus setting a terrible example that encourage the civil 

leaders and people of Judah to persist in sinning, v. 12. 

6) Finally, God left absolutely no doubt about His bringing the judgment 

foretold for the ungodly religious leaders of Judah.  God said, “I will 

surely consume them”, v. 13.  They would be deprived of all their earthly 

possessions.  Vineyards, orchards, and everything God had given them, 

would “pass away from them”, v. 13.   

7) They had failed to appreciate and be grateful for all the earthly 

possessions God had given them, so in the coming judgment (the invasion 

by the Babylonians), all these things would be taken from them.   

B. No Escape From God’s Judgment, vv. 14-17. 

1) The invasion and destruction of Judah by the Babylonians was a gradual 

and continual process, becoming worse with passing time, and spread 

over 20 years (606 to 586 BC).   

2) This reality is reflected in these verses, which tell of the people of Judah 

fleeing to the “defenced [fortress] cities” of Judah, in an attempt to escape 

what was happening to their nation.   

3) God had spoken to the people of Judah through His prophet Jeremiah, and 

now we hear the reply of the people to what God had said to them:  “Why 

do we sit still?”, v. 14.   

4) In effect they said, We have heard what Jeremiah (speaking for God) has 

said.  Let us do something to save ourselves.  They concluded what they 

should do to save themselves form the coming judgment was to take 

refuge in the fortress cities of Judah, and there resist the invasion of the 

Babylonians. 

5) Of course, this was not what God wanted them to do to save themselves.  

God wanted them to repent, turn away from sinning, and obey his 

commandments.  They were aware they had sinned, (“because we have 

sinned against the Lord,” v. 14, but they did not want to do what God 

required of them to prevent the coming judgment against them. 

6) Misled by their corrupt religious leaders, the people of Judah had 

expected peace, but no peace3 came, v. 15.  Already the Babylonians had 

invaded Judah, and they had deported Jews to captivity in Babylon.   



7) They had invaded the northern part of Israel first, where the tribe of Dan 

had been, and “devoured the land”, v. 16.  In the face of this invasion, the 

people of Judah spoke of taking refuge in the fortified cities of Judah.   

8) Now, God replied to them.  Using language emblematic of the Babylonian 

enemies of Judah, God said He would send among the people of Judah, 

“serpents” and “cockatrices”.  Because they would not repent, there would 

be for them no escape from God’s judgment.   

9) In the Jewish calendar, the ninth day of the month of Av (July-August) is 

a day of mourning for the many tragedies that have befallen the Jewish 

people.   

10)  Some of these include the destruction of the first and second 

Temples, and in recent history, the Holocaust.  On the ninth of Av, 

Jeremiah 8 is one of the Scripture passages read in remembrance of a time 

when God said He would send judgment because of the sins of the people.   

11)  We all need times to remember how far God has brought us by His 

grace.  He forgives and saves all who come to Him repenting.  Take time 

to thank God for forgiving and saving you.   

3. New Covenant Promised:  Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

A. The Old Covenant, vv. 31-32. 

1) Simply stated, when God makes a covenant, He spells out the terms by 

which we can have a right relationship with Him.  This is not a contract; 

we cannot negotiate the terms, we have not input into what the terms will 

be – God is the covenant maker.   

2) If we want to have a right relationship with God, we must accept and 

conform to the terms of the covenant God has given.   

3) God made a covenant with Israel at Sinai, when He gave to them the Ten 

Commandments, and all the commandments related to the Ten.  The 

covenant was, simply, that God would be Israel’s God, and they would be 

His people, if they would obey His commandments.   

4) That “old covenant,” as Christians call it, failed, because the Israelites 

failed to obey God’s commandments.  It is a fact (stated in various ways 

in the Old Testament), that a person will not obey God’s commandments 

unless God’s commandments are received into the mind and heart, giving 

the individual the will to do God’s will (Jeremiah 31:33. 

5) Therefore, God promised to replace the old covenant with a new covenant 

that would work on this principle.   

B. The New Covenant:  vv. 33-34. 

1) Through Jeremiah, God promised to make a new covenant with Israel and 

Judah, v. 31.  The provision that would make this new covenant effective, 

would be that, God would put His law “in their inward parts, and write it 

in their hearts”, v. 33; see Hebrews 8:10), so that God would, in fact, “be 

their God,” and they would be His people.   



2) The evidence of this would be, that all who receive this new covenant, 

would know God personally, experientially, and would live as His 

forgiven people, v. 34.   

3) The conversion of the Jews during and following the Captivity was a 

precursor of this new covenant relationship with God.  However, the 

actual establishment of the new covenant did not occur until Jesus Christ 

died for sinners and rose from the dead to become the Mediator of the 

new covenant, see Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 12:24. 

4) All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord come under the new 

covenant.   

5) Jeremiah’s words, “new covenant,” are used as the name of the New 

Testament.  The Latin word ‘testamentum’ comes from the Hebrew word 

for covenant.  Thus, the early Christians came to regard the Bible as 

composed of the “Old Testament [Covenant]” and the “New Testament 

[Covenant].”   

6) The new covenant, made possible through Jesus Christ, when we accept 

it, brings us into right relationship with god and makes us new creatures 

by means of Christ’s redemptive work (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Praise and 

thank God continually for the new covenant of grace.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Living under the new covenant enables us, and requires of us, that we 

live and serve as faithful followers of Jesus Christ.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Encourage and pray for one another to hold fast to the new covenant.  

 

 

 


