
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, April 10, 2022 (Lesson #6)  

 

The Call of Jeremiah:  God empowers through the Holy Spirit those He 

calls to Gospel ministry.                 

 
Scriptures:  Jeremiah 1:1-19.           

 

The Lesson Overview:    Every person who believes himself or herself called to serve God, 

has a personal story of how he or she came to that conviction.  This lesson tells about the 

calling Jeremiah received from God to be a prophet to the nations.  Jeremiah was young at 

the time he received this calling, barely an adult, and he felt completely unworthy and 

unprepared to take on this mission for God.  However, this may have been his best 

qualification, because he realized he would need to depend on God for his sufficiency.  As it 

was with Jeremiah, the Apostles, and other of God’s people in the past, we need to know we 

are “called” and “empowered” by God for ministry. 

 

Historical Background:  Jeremiah was born in the kingdom of Judah (the Southern Kingdom 

of Israel) about 647 BC.  Born a priest, he was called to be a prophet around 627 BC.  The 

book we call “Jeremiah,” was likely dictated to a scribe and close friend of Jeremiah named 

Baruch.  After the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 586 BC, Jeremiah wrote 

the saddest book in the Bible, “The Lamentations of Jeremiah.”  Soon after this, Jeremiah 

was forced by his fellow Jews to migrate to Egypt with them, where he continued his 

prophetic ministry until, according to Jewish tradition, he was stoned to death by Jews in 

Egypt.  Jeremiah’s writings were taken to Babylon by Baruch. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Call To Prophetic Ministry:  Jeremiah 1:1-10. 

A. Life and Times of Jeremiah: vv. 1-3. 

B. Called and Equipped by God, vv. 4-10. 

2. Vision of Divine Judgement:  Jeremiah 1:11-16. 

A. What Do You See?, vv. 11-12. 

B. Coming Judgment Revealed, vv. 13-16. 

3. Divine Encouragement and Empowerment:  Jeremiah 1:17-19. 

A. Be Prepared and Ready, v. 17. 

B. Persevere With God’s Strength, vv. 18-19. 

 

 



Discussing The Lesson: 

1. Called to Prophetic Ministry:  Jeremiah 1:1-3. 

A. Life and Times of Jeremiah, vv. 1-3. 

1) From the beginning of the book, the authorship is clearly identified as the 

“words of Jeremiah”, v. 1.  Furthermore, Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, 

the father of a priestly family who resided in Anathoth, a small village 

about three miles north of Jerusalem, officially recognized as a residence 

for the priests of Israel.  

2) Jeremiah, coming from both a family and village of priests, understood 

the meaning of God’s call on a person’s life.  It was during the thirteeth 

year of the reign of King Josiah (627 BC), “the word of the Lord” came to 

Jeremiah, v. 2.  The phrase, “the word of the Lord,” is important, because 

Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry began at the command of God, not of his 

own doing.  

3) Jeremiah began his ministry as a prophet during the declining years of the 

kingdom of Judah.  He participated in the last spiritual revival in Judah 

under the rulership of King Josiah, the best of the 19 kings of Judah.  

4) Then, during the last 22 years of the kingdom of Judah, Jeremiah 

witnessed the backsliding of the Jews into idolatry and extreme 

sinfulness, as they were influenced to do by their idolatry and ungodly 

kings.  

5) Jeremiah tells that, the word of the Lord came to him many times during 

the last years of the kingdom of Judah.  As was the case for all true 

prophets of the Lord in Old Testament times, the message of Jeremiah 

was not devised by him, but came to him by the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, 2 Peter 1:21.   

6) This word of the Lord was what Jeremiah spoke to the kings, religious 

and civil leaders, and people of Judah and Jerusalem.  During the 22 years 

following the death of King Josiah, conditions in Judah and Jerusalem 

became progressively worse, as the people sank deeper and deeper into 

idolatry and all its attendant evils.   

7) Jeremiah labored mightily as God’s prophet to bring the people to 

repentance, but they stubbornly refused to repent, so God allowed the 

Babylonians to destroy the kingdom of Judah and take many Jews into 

captivity.   

B. Called and Equipped by God, vv. 4-10. 

1) Again, Jeremiah emphasized that the word of the Lord came to him as the 

source and reason for his speaking, v. 4.  Notice the words God used in 

His calling of Jeremiah to be a prophet: “I formed thee,” “I knew thee,” “I 

sanctified thee [I set you apart],” and “I ordained thee [I appointed you]”, 

v. 5. 



2) God gave Jeremiah to understand that He had a purpose for his life, even 

before his conception.  The ministry task assigned to him was as a prophet 

(God’s spokesman) to the nations, v. 5.   

3) The word prophet is from a root word that means “to announce.”  While 

many people think of the prophets as “foretellers,” their primary work was 

as “forthtellers” – to declare the word of the Lord, whether it was received 

as good news or bad news by the hearers.   

4) After receiving his calling from God, Jeremiah replied that he was too 

young and unable of speech to be a prophet, v. 6.   We think he was 20 

years of age, the age at which he would have begun his ministry as an 

assistant priest, a vocation that required little public speaking.   

5) God heard Jeremiah’s objection, but gave him clear instructions.  God 

said, you will go to all I send you, and you will speak what I command 

you, v. 7. 

6) Next, God commanded Jeremiah not to be afraid of facing the people, v. 

8.  God promised He would be with Jeremiah, and deliver him from the 

people who might oppose him for speaking God’s word.  

7) After this, Jeremiah said, “the Lord put forth His hand and touched my 

mouth,” and said to him, “I have put My words in thy mouth”, v. 9.  This 

indicates Jeremiah’s calling to be a prophet came to him in a vision. 

8) Finally, the Lord said to Jeremiah, “I have this day set thee over the 

nations and over the kingdoms”, v. 10, to deliver a message of judgment 

for those who continued in sinfulness, and a message of salvation for 

those who would repent.   

9) God has always used people who were willing to obey Him.  Availability, 

not ability, is the qualification God looks for in people.  Moses raised 

questions about his inability, but yielded himself to be used by God.  

David was young, Ezekiel was uncertain, Isaiah felt unclean, and the list 

goes on.   

10) God’s will and purpose are accomplished through people He calls.  

By His Spirit, He empowers and makes able those whom He calls.  

Human frailty, shortcomings, inability, and reluctance are overcome by 

God’s power.  Receive and believe this truth. 

2. Vision of Divine Judgment:  Jeremiah 1:11-16. 

A. What Do You See?, vv. 11-12. 

1) The divine calling to the office of prophet always implied a gift from God 

for spiritual vision and speaking.  God often inquired of the prophets, 

“What seest thou? [What do you see?]”, v. 11.   

2) This was not only a test of the prophet’s spiritual perception, but also a 

reminder of his duty to have keen spiritual vision for discerning what God 

was doing in the world. 



3) After his calling to be a prophet, the first vision God gave to Jeremiah was 

of a branch of an almond tree, apparently with blooms on it.  In the 

vicinity of Jerusalem, the almond tree bloom in January, heralding the 

coming of spring.  The Lord did not leave Jeremiah to speculate about the 

meaning of this vision, but gave him the interpretation, v. 12.   

4) Thus God taught him not to depend on his own intelligence and 

imagination to interpret visions given to him by God.  Instead, he was to 

wait for divine revelation of the meanings of the visions given to him.  

5) The meaning of this vision was that, like as the blooming almond tress 

indicated spring was near, God would soon fulfill the prophecies spoken 

by Jeremiah.  God still asks, “What do you see?”  For serving God in this 

world, our answer to that question will always be extremely important.   

B. Coming Judgment Revealed, vv. 13-16. 

1) A second time, God asked Jeremiah, “What do you see?”  This time, 

Jeremiah saw a large pot with liquid boiling in it, v. 13.  This pot was 

apparently tilted toward the north, (of some say, tilted away from the 

north toward the south).   

2) Once again, Jeremiah needed to have the Lord give him the interpretation 

of the vision.  The Lord said this vision signified that, “Out of the north an 

evil”, would overspread the land of Judah, v. 14.  This evil would be an 

invasion of “the kingdoms of the north…against all the cities of Judah, v. 

15.  

3) By means of this invasion of Judah, God would execute His “judgment” 

against the people of Judah for their persistent worshiping of false gods, 

and “all their wickedness” associated with their idolatry, v. 16. 

4) While the kingdoms of Assyria and Babylon were located east of the land 

of Israel, because a vast desert lay between them and Israel, their armies 

marched northwest around the desert to where they could invade Israel 

from the north.  The vision of the boiling pot was about the coming 

invasion of Judah from the north by the Babylon army.   

5) The Kingdom of Israel had already been destroyed for their idolatry, and 

the kingdom of Judah was following the same pattern of defection from 

God.  Because the people of Judah would not repent, the consequences of 

their wickedness were inevitable.  Judah, too, was destroyed by God’s 

judgment.   

6) There is a warning in this for nations today that turn away from God.  

Society, without regard for God, results in unbridled evil of every kind.  

Government, without regard for God, results in rule by corruption and 

tyranny.   

7) Pray for rulers, and for all who are in authority, “that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty”, 1 Timothy 2:2. 

 



 

3. Divine Encouragement And Empowerment:  Jeremiah 1:17-19. 

A. Be Prepared and Ready, v. 17. 

1) After two powerful visions were given to Jeremiah form God, he was 

commanded to prepare and be ready for the challenge of his mission as 

God’s prophet.  God said to him, “gird up thy loins”, v. 17.  It was 

common at that time, for men, when preparing for action or work, to tie a 

rope or belt around their waist and tuck in their loose garments.   

2) They were then seriously ready for what was before them.  In the same 

way, Christians are encouraged to “gird up the loins of your mind”, 1 

Peter 1:13.  That is, be prepared, get ready for action.  

3) God commanded Jeremiah again, (here and v. 8), not to be overcome by 

fear of the people of Judah and Jerusalem.  They would oppose him, but 

Jeremiah was to stand up to the challenge by facing them and delivering 

God’s message to them.   

4) Fear of people is often the chief impediment to our obeying God.  When 

the fear of people stands in the way of our obedience to God, we must 

choose to trust and obey God.   

5) This is what God commanded Jeremiah to do, and commands us to do: 

trust and obey.  Times come in the life of every Christian, that we must 

stand up and face the battle before us.  The Apostle Paul exhorted 

Christians to be strong in the Lord, and to use the whole armor of God, for 

engagement in the battles of spiritual warfare, Ephesians 6:10-18. 

B. Persevere With God’s Strength, vv. 18-19. 

1) Not only was Jeremiah to be prepared and ready for his difficult mission, 

God promised to-give him strength for his mission.  God said to Jeremiah, 

“I have made thee this day,” like a fortified city, like an iron pillar, and 

like brass walls “against the whole land,” the kings of Judah, the princes, 

the priests, and the people, v. 18. 

2) God wanted Jeremiah to see himself, not as weak, but as the strong man 

God made him.  He would persevere with God’s strength.   

3) God gave Jeremiah a warning and an assurance.  The civil and religious 

leaders, and the people of Judah, would oppose him, but God would not 

allow them to defeat him. v. 19.   

4) Jeremiah was God’s mouthpiece; God’s prophet.  He was called and 

ordained by God.  Jeremiah’s successfully doing what God called him to 

do, was guaranteed by God, and no one can defeat God.   

5) The Lord would be with him and rescue him.  Whether in the case of 

Jeremiah, or in our case, “if God be for us, who can [successfully] be 

against us?”  Romans 8:31. 



6) It is often said that Christians must “put God first.”  This is a well-meant 

and understandable statement, but what we must do as Christians goes 

beyond merely putting God first on our list of priorities.   

7) God must be our only God, He must be our top priority, and He must also 

be central to our whole life in every aspect of it.  God does not merely 

want the largest slice of the pie of our life.   

8) God commands that our whole life be devoted to Him.  When we give our 

whole life to God, He gives back to us a life far better than anything we 

can make for ourselves.  When God is central to our whole life, He “is 

able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask of think”, 

Ephesians 3:20. 

 

Call to Discipleship:  Thank God continually for calling you by His Word and Spirit to come 

follow Christ.  Also thank God continually for the gifts and callings.  He has given you for 

Christian ministry.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Be aware of, and use, opportunities to speak a needed word of grace 

from the Lord to a relative, neighbor, co-worker, friend, or stranger.  Be strong. God is with 

you! 


