
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, March 6, 2022 (Lesson #1) New Quarter 

 

The Calling of Discipleship:  Jesus call all people to become His 

disciples.          

 
Scriptures:  Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9-13; Mark 3:7-19.           

 

The Lesson Overview:  This is the first lesson on the topic of Christian Discipleship.  These 

lessons are about becoming and growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  The goal of Christian 

discipleship is to have our lives become more and more in likeness to Christ.  While these 

lessons do not cover every passage about Christian discipleship, they do provide an 

opportunity to see what it was like for Jesus’ first disciples to engage in the lifelong process 

of becoming mature in Christlikeness.  Like all processes, Christian discipleship has a 

beginning and this lesson is focused on Jesus meeting and calling His first disciples.  This 

reveals what is required to become a disciple of Jesus.   

 

Historical Background:  Several passages of Scripture in this unit of lessons are drawn from 

the Gospel According to Matthew, also known as Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27).  Before he 

became a disciple of Jesus, he was a publican, a Jew, much despised by the Jews, because he 

collected taxes for the Roman government.  His collection booth in Capernaum was likely 

located on a popular trade route that ran from Galilee to Samaria.  While in his booth, 

collecting custom taxes for the Romans from those wishing to trade in the region, Matthew 

was called by Jesus to become His disciple.  Being a publican, Matthew must have seemed 

an unlikely candidate to become a disciple of Jesus.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Calling Fishermen to Follow:  Matthew 4:18-22. 

A. Peter and Andrew Followed Jesus, vv. 18-20. 

B. James and John Followed Jesus, vv. 21-22. 

2. Calling Sinners to Repent:  Matthew 9:9-13. 

A. Matthew Followed Jesus, v. 9. 

B. Jesus’ Reason for Calling Sinners, vv. 10-13. 

3. Granting Authority to Disciples:  Mark 3:7-19. 

A. Jesus’ Authority Was Recognized, vv. 7-12. 

B. Jesus Chose and Authorized the Twelve, vv. 13-19. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Calling Fishermen To Follow, Matthew 4:18-22. 

A. Peter and Andrew Followed Jesus, vv. 18-20. 

1) Jesus’ calling of fishermen to follow Him comes after the beginning of 

His ministry in Galilee, in the town of Capernaum (Matthew 4:12-17).  It 

was from that time onward that Jesus began to preach repentance and the 

coming of the kingdom of God, v. 17. 

2) Matthew’s account continues, telling that Jesus took a walk along the 

shore of the Sea of Galilee.  As he approached two would-be disciples, He 

found them busy at work casting a net in the sea, v. 18.  The two men, 

identified as “Simon called Peter, and Andrew” were brothers, v. 18. 

3) Jesus offered a straightforward call to discipleship to these two men, v. 

19.  He also use their occupation to describe what they would be doing if 

they accepted His call.   

4) No longer would they fish for fish, but they would cast their nets as 

fishers of men.  Notice that Jesus called disciples to Himself.  Typically, 

would be disciples identified a teacher (Rabbi) attach themselves to that 

person.   

5) However, Jesus did not wait for disciples to choose Him, He took the 

initiative to call people to come be His disciples, and He still does this by 

means of the Gospel being proclaimed.  People are called by the Word of 

God and the Holy Spirit to become disciples of Jesus Christ.   

B. James and John Followed Jesus, vv. 21-22. 

1) Jesus continued His walk along the shore of the Sea of Galilee and came 

to another couple of brothers, James and John, v. 21.  The two of them 

were with their father mending their nets in their boat.  Fishermen spent 

most of their morning preparing their nets and boats for the night’s catch.   

2) Once again, Jesus issued a call to follow Him.  Although the call is not 

defined, it was almost certainly the same call issued in verse 19.  The 

brothers’ response mirrors that of Peter and Andrew, v. 22.  What is 

different between the two accounts is the emphasis on James and John 

leaving their father behind.   

3) In a culture where familial relationships, especially to one’s parents was 

paramount, the response of these two brothers would have been shocking.  

Jesus demands that being His disciple must take priority over everything, 

Matthew 10:37. 

4) While it may come as a surprise to some that Peter, Andrew, James and 

John immediately left everything to follow Jesus, there may be good 

reason for them having done so.   

5) It is very likely the four men had prior knowledge of Jesus.  Andrew and 

John were disciples of John the Baptist, see John 1:35-42.  Although they 

are unnamed, Peter, Andrew, John and perhaps James accompanied Jesus 



to the wedding in Cana where they saw the sign Jesus performed and 

believed in Him, John 2:1-2, 11.   

6) Some believe the events described in Matthew 4:18-22 may have taken 

place a year after the events recorded in John chapter 1 and 2.  If this was 

the case, these men had time to consider who Jesus was and what it would 

mean to leave everything and follow Him.   

7) Maybe they believed Jesus to be the Messiah (see John 1:41).  If so, it 

makes sense that they immediately obeyed Jesus’ call to become His 

disciples.  

8) While we may not be called to physically leave our family, occupation or 

profession, and property to follow Jesus, what He requires of every 

disciple is complete commitment to Him as one’s Savior and Lord.  

9) He requires absolute allegiance to Him.  He requires that we relinquish all 

ties to our lives that might prevent us from fully pursuing being His 

disciple.  

10) To do this, it is necessary that we grow in our love for Christ, so as 

to be willing to part with the things of this world to follow Him 

wholeheartedly.  To be our Savior, Jesus Christ must also be our Lord – 

Master, Teacher, Leader, and Example.   

2. Calling Sinners to Repent:  Matthew 9:9-13. 

A. Matthew Followed Jesus, v. 9. 

1) After telling of the healing of a paralytic man, Matthew 9:1-8, Matthew 

turned his attention to Jesus’ interaction with, and call of, himself to 

follow Jesus, v. 9.   

2) One interesting feature to notice about Jesus’ calling of disciples is that 

He “saw” them before calling them, Matthew 4:18, 21; 9:9.  Today, Jesus 

is still looking to see people who will come and follow Him.  

3) Jesus found Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth.  A Jew collecting 

taxes for the Roman government (a publican) was despised by the Jews 

because he was regarded as a traitor to his own nation, and because they 

often enriched themselves by dishonest gain (see Luke 19:1-10).   

4) Many would have found it hard to believe that such a “sinner” could 

become a disciple of Jesus. But as with earlier disciples, Jesus offered a 

simple call to Matthew to follow Him, v. 9.   

5) Matthew responded by immediately getting up from his tax booth and 

following Jesus.  Like earlier disciples, Matthew left the means of his 

livelihood to follow Jesus.   

6) Perhaps this was even a greater sacrifice for Matthew, since it would have 

been extremely unlikely he could go back to tax collecting should being a 

disciple of Jesus not work out.  



7) Nothing is mentioned of any prior interaction between Jesus and 

Matthew.  However, it hardly seems likely that Matthew had not prior 

knowledge or interaction with Jesus.  

8) Since Matthew was stationed near the Sea of Galilee, he may have heard 

and seen Jesus’ ministry.  This may have prepared him, so that, when 

Jesus did come and call him, Matthew was prepared to leave everything 

and follow Him.   

B. Jesus’ Reason for Calling Sinners, vv. 10-13. 

1) After Matthew became a disciple of Jesus, he hosted a meal at this home 

in Jesus’ honor, v. 10.  Matthew invited many publicans [tax collectors] 

and sinners” to this meal, v. 10.  These people were Matthew’s friends, 

and he desired that they, too, should get acquainted with Jesus and 

become His disciples.   

2) Jesus’ participation in this meal with “sinners,” brought the Pharisees 

harsh disapproval, v. 11.  They responded this way for two reasons.  First, 

they had contempt for publicans, whom they regarded as among the worst 

of sinners.  Second, Jesus was engaging in “table fellowship” with these 

unsavory people.   

3) In Jesus’ day, eating a meal with someone was a sign of friendship and 

acceptance, so the Pharisees refused to befriend publicans and sinners.  

4) Interestingly, the Pharisees asked Jesus’ disciples why He was eating with 

these people, v. 11.  Jesus overheard their question and promptly 

answered, vv. 12-13.   

5) His answer made clear His mission to save sinners and served as a rebuke 

to the Pharisees.  Jesus said He came to heal the sick with sin.  Jesus 

rebuked the Pharisees’ lack of understanding of God’s World, citing 

Hosea 6:6 (Matthew 9:13) to point out their faulty reasoning.   

6) They believed ritual purity justified them before God.  However, Jesus 

said religious observance had blinded the Pharisees to the fact that they, 

too, were sinners in need of repentance and God’s forgiveness of their 

sins.   

7) Jesus is still calling sinners to repent.  Today He does this through His 

disciples, as they extend the offer of His saving grace to those who need 

to be saved form sin.   

8) The idea that some sinners are so bad they must be avoided and not even 

offered the Gospel is far removed from Jesus’ example.  There can be no 

good news of forgiveness without the bad reality that people are sinners in 

need of God’s forgiveness and grace for Christ’s sake.  

9) As we present the Gospel, let us take care that we do not judge some 

people as being so bad they ought not be told the Gospel. 

3. Granting Authority to Disciples:  Mark 3:7-19. 

A. Jesus’ Authority Was Recognized, vv. 7-12. 



1) This passage of Scripture describes Jesus’ ministry in the vicinity of the 

Sea of Galilee that prepared the way for His ministry to extend beyond 

this region.  Jesus’ ministry began drawing greater attention from both the 

religious authorities and the general population, vv. 6-7. 

2) Crowds sought Jesus for His ability to heal and minister to their needs, 

while religious leaders affiliated with the Pharisees and Herodians 

conspired to find a way to rid themselves of Jesus, whom they regarded as 

a threat to their influence with the people.   

3) Large crowds of people came to see and hear Jesus from all over Galilee, 

form Judea, and Jerusalem from Edom, south of the Dead Sea, from the 

regions east of the Jordan River, and from Tyre and Sidon in Phoenicia, 

vv. 7-8, because “they had heard what great things He did”, v. 8.   

4) The presence of the crowds surrounding Jesus caused Him to withdraw to 

the shore of the Sea of Galilee, where He took refuge form the crowds in a 

small ship, vv. 9-10. 

5) Jesus had healed so many, the crowds pressed in around Him, to touch 

Him, in the hope of being healed, v. 10.  Also, those who were demon 

possessed came seeking deliverance from Jesus, and the demons would 

cause those they inhabited to fall down before Jesus and cry out, “Thou 

art the Son of God!” v. 11. 

6) When they did this, Jesus commanded the demons “not to make Him 

known”, v. 12, thereby asserting His authority over them.  Without 

question, the crowds were attracted to Jesus because He was a miracle 

worker who healed their diseases and disabilities, and cast out demons.  

7) His good works in ministering effectively to the physical and spiritual 

needs of people were convincing evidences of His deity as the Son of God 

and Messiah, see John 3:1-2; 10:37-38; 15:24; Acts 10:38. 

B. Jesus Chose and Authorities the Twelve, vv. 13-19. 

1) Following His ministry to the multitudes near the Sea of Galilee, Jesus 

went to a mountain where He chose and ordained from His disciples 

twelve, vv. 13-14, whom “He named Apostles” (Luke 6:13).  Luke tells 

that Jesus spent the whole night in prayer before choosing the Twelve the 

next day, Luke 6:12-13.  

2) Jesus’ called the Twelve to “be with Him,” to “send them forth to 

preach,” And “to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out demons” 

(Mark 3:14-15).   

3) Being with Jesus meant these men would leave their livelihoods to follow 

Jesus and learn from Him, to minister alongside Him and on their own.  

Jesus would teach them what to preach.  And Jesus granted them authority 

and power to heal the sick and cast out demons.   



4) This was only possible because Jesus had as the Son of God.  As God’s 

sent Son, Jesus was authorized by God to give authority and power to 

others to minister on His behalf.   

5) At the conclusion of Matthew’s account of the Gospel, he says the 

resurrected Jesus’ disciples worshipped Him, “but some doubted”, 

Matthew 28:17.  Jesus met their doubt with a declaration that all authority 

and power in heaven and on earth had been given to Him, v. 18, and based 

on this, they were to obey the Great Commission, vv. 19-20. 

6) We, too, may sometimes doubt what we can do to see the Great 

Commission fulfilled.  However, we do not minister in our own authority 

and power, but with the authority and power of Jesus Christ.  Only by 

relying on, and acting by, the authority and power of Christ, will the great 

task be completed.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  We who are Disciples of Christ, are commanded by Him to make 

disciples to Him of people from all nations.  Discipleship is the ongoing work of every 

believer in Christ.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Pray for each other for Christlike compassion and wisdom to befriend 

unsaved people and influence them to come to Christ for salvation.   

 

 


