
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, March 12, 2023 (Lesson #2)  

 

The True Life of Faith:  Authentic faith is expressed by our loving 

actions towards others.   

 
Scriptures: James 2:1-7, 8-13, 14-26.      

  

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson addresses a fundamental question:  What is true faith? 

The Apostle Paul, in Ephesians 2:8-10, declared we3 are saved by grace through faith in 

Christ, to do the good works God has prepared for us to do.  James 2, the Scripture for this 

lesson does not contradict the Christian doctrine of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus 

Christ but it does show that, the convincing evidence is seen in the good works we do as 

believers in Christ.  Simply stated, saving faith in Christ will so change a person’s life that he 

or she will do good, not evil. True faith in Christ is borne out in our attitudes, words, and 

deeds.   

 

Historical Background: Because of its very practical nature, the Book of James is considered 

by some to be the least “theological” New Testament book.  For this reason, some early 

Christians were reluctant to accept the book as Scripture.  Nevertheless, James is certainly a 

book about God, Christ, and practical Christian theology based on who God and Christ are.  

Foremost is its theology of God.  James provides clear instructions about who God is and 

what He is like.  God is generous (1:5); holy (1:13); unchanging in goodness (1:17); the one 

and only God (2:19); sovereign (4:15); and forgiving (5:5).  James teaches that Christian 

living must be godly, and therefore, Christlike.   

 

Lesson Outline:   

1. Partiality Condemned:  James 2:1-7. 

A. Partiality Exposes Evil Motives, vv. 1-4. 

B. God Chose the Poor, vv. 5-7. 

2. The Royal Law of Scripture:  James 2:8-13. 

A. Partiality Violates God’s Command, vv. 8-11. 

B. Judgment is Coming, vv. 12-13. 

3. Correlation Between Faith and Works:  James 2:14-26. 

A. Inactive Faith in Not Saving Faith, vv. 14-19. 

B. Faith Without Works is Dead, vv. 20-26. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Partiality Condemned:  James 2:1-7. 

A. Partiality Exposes Evil Motives, vv. 1-4. 

1) Having established the unbreakable connection between faith and good 

works in chapter 1, James went on to address a practical issue among 

those to whom he sent this letter.  

2) This letter was sent to Jews who believed in Jesus as the Messiah.  At this 

early date (AD 50), those Jewish believers in Jesus were still worshiping 

in synagogues.  They regarded themselves as devout Jews and disciples of 

Jesus, but had no thought of separating themselves from their Jewish 

heritage.   

3) Therefore, in setting up this example, James wrote “My brethren…if there 

come unto your assembly [synagogue] a man with a gold ring”, vv.1-2.  

The word translated assembly is, in fact, the word synagogue, a house of 

worship where Jews assemble.   

4) James brought to the attentions of his readers something that ought not 

happen among believers in Jesus Christ – acting with partiality, vv. 3-4.  

Apparently, some of his readers were committing this sin.   

5) When a wealthy man came into their synagogue, they gave him an n 

honored seat in the assembly.  But when a poor man came into their 

synagogue, they banished him to an inconspicuous place where he would 

be little noticed.   

6) James said those doing this were motivated by evil thoughts, v. 4.  Their 

preferential treatment of the rich man was motivated by their coveting the 

money and social statue he could give to their synagogue.  

7) Their ill treatment of the poor man was motivated by the belief that he 

could add nothing of value or status to their synagogue.   

8) The sin of these people was in judging the worth and dignity of these two 

men based on their material possessions and social status, while ignoring 

their equal standing before God.   

9) It is easy to imagine what their motives were, as the problem of 

discrimination is timeless.  Human nature, corrupted by sin, draws us 

selfishly toward people we think might benefit us in some way.   

B. God Chose the Poor, vv. 5-7.   

1) Having identified partiality or favoritism as the sin being committed by 

some who professed to be believers in Christ, James went on to explain 

why this sin was so very wrong, vv. 5-7.   

2) In contrast to their mistreatment of the poor man who came into their 

midst, James said God has chosen the poor of this world to be “rich in 

faith, and heirs of the kingdom…promised to those who love Him”, v. 5. 



3) Those who mistreated the poor man, based on his appearance of being 

poor, completely overlooked the fact that he might be “rich in faith,” 

which is a far greater treasure than all the money in the world.   

4) As to the rich man, to whom they had shown favor because of his 

appearance of having both economic and social status, they did not know 

if he was really their friend and would do them good, but it was the rich, 

with money and worldly power, who were most often the persecutors of 

believers in Christ, v. 6.   

5) And these, their rich persecutors, also blasphemed (spoke irreverently) the 

holy names of God and Christ, v. 7.  Those who were discriminating 

against the poor, were possibly despising their own brethren in Christ and 

ignoring the riches of faith God had given them.   

6) We should not conclude form this passage of Scripture that all rich people 

are bad and all poor people are good.  There are people who are materially 

wealthy who are also sincere followers of Jesus Christ.  There are people 

who are materially poor, whose lives are given completely to doing evil.  

7) The point is, we must not judge people only by their outward appearance 

and use that judgment to determine whether we will treat them fairly or 

unfairly.   

8) In the Bible, generally speaking, “the poor” are those without worldly 

power, and “the rich” are those with worldly power. The fact is, there 

have always been more poor people than rich people have been believers 

in Jesus Christ.  See the Apostle Paul’s testimony about this in 1 

Corinthians 1:26-28. 

9) The sin of treating people unfairly (favoritism or partiality) is a common 

human failure, but it is very hurtful to those who are the objects of this 

sin.   

10) As believers in Christ, this sin must be allowed no place in our 

lives.  When professing Christians treat people unfairly, this works against 

everything true Christianity stands for, and it discourages people from 

coming to saving faith in Christ.  A person mistreated by a “Christian,” 

likely will not want to be a Christian.   

2. The Royal Law of Scripture: James 2:8-13. 

A. Partiality Violates God’s Command, vv. 8-11. 

1) These verses explain that partiality is sinful because it violates the 

commandment of God in Leviticus 19:18:  “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 

as thyself”, James 2:8.   

2) Jesus cited the Leviticus passage as one of the two greatest 

commandments on which all the Law and Prophets of the Old Testament 

are based.   

3) The first is to love God supremely, and the second is to love our neighbor 

as we love our self.  Jesus also taught that anyone is our neighbor to 



whom we have the opportunity to be a good neighbor (the parable of the 

Good Samaritan, Luke 10:29-37.  

4) As James said, we “do well” to obey God’s commandments to love 

others, v. 8, but if we practice “respect to persons, [we] commit sin”, v. 9, 

because this is a violation of God’s commandment to love others.   

5) Sometimes, Christians tend to view certain acts of disobedience to God as 

worse than others.  For example, one might see an unloving attitude 

toward someone such as much less serious than assault or murder, but it is 

still a sin.  

6) This is why James said, “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 

offend in one point, he is guilty of all”, vv. 10-11.  That is, if we break 

only one commandment of God, that makes us a sinner in God’s sight, as 

surely as if we had broken all of His commandments.   

7) It is wrong to think that as long as our good deeds outweigh our bad 

deeds, we are okay in God’s sight.  With God, no sin is permissible.   

B. Judgment Is Coming, vv. 12-13. 

1) James concluded his rebuke of the sin of partiality by reminding his 

readers that, in all of their speaking and doing, they should have a 

consciousness that their words and deeds would be judged by the law of 

liberty – the Word of God. 

2) To be judged by the Word also means we are judged by God.  Presently, 

for the believer in Christ, God’s judgment is His corrective discipline, 

Hebrews 12:5-11.   

3) In addition to the present corrective judgment of God, “we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 

done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 

bad”, 2 Corinthians 5:10. 

4) Believers in Christ are saved by grace, and this judgment will not be to 

determine whether we are saved or lost, but about whether or not our 

deeds were pleasing to Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.   

5) As believers in Christ, we are accountable to God and Christ for our 

attitudes, words, and deeds.   

6) Verse 13 simply means that God, in the execution of His judgment, will 

not be merciful to those who have been unmerciful to others, and have 

refused to repent.   

7) On the other hand, God will be merciful to forgive those who repent, and 

His mercy will triumph over His judgment against them, and save their 

souls.   

8) We can draw two key principles from this portion of James’ letter.  First, 

is the immense value God places on our relationships.  God commands 

that we love others because He loves them.  And because His live is not 

affected by prejudice, neither should ours be.   



9) Second, we must maintain a proper understanding of disobedience.  While 

it is true that some sins in far worse consequences than others, every act 

of disobedience to God leaves us guilty and in need of His forgiveness.   

10) And while we are saved by grace through faith in Christ, we are 

still accountable to God, and to Christ, for our conduct toward others.   

3. Correlation Between Faith and Works:  James 2:14-26. 

A. Inactive Faith Is Not Saving Faith, vv. 14-19. 

1) Because of the attention James gave to the relationship between faith and 

good works, some have wrongly concluded that he argued for salvation by 

works, or a combination of faith and works, instead of salvation by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ. 

2) James certainly believed, as the Apostle Peter stated in the Jerusalem 

Council, AD 49-50, “that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 

[Jews and Gentiles] shall be saved”, Acts 15:11.  James presided over that 

Council and affirmed its conclusions, Acts 15:13-17. 

3) As James’ letter asserts, there is an essential relationship between saving 

faith in Jesus Christ and doing good works.  James said that, saying we 

have faith, without doing the good works required by faith, cannot be 

saving faith, v. 14.   

4) James gave an example of this with an illustration.  If we see a fellow 

Christian in great need of food, clothing, and shelter, and having the 

means to do so, do nothing to provide for his or her need, our faith is 

worthless, vv. 15-16. 

5) Faith without good works is a denial of one’s faith; while faith that 

produces good works is proof of one’s faith, vv. 17-18.  There is a 

difference between believing God is, and having faith and trust in God 

that moves us to do good.   

6) Demons believe God is, but this does not cause them to do good, v. 19.  If 

we profess to have saving faith in Jesus Christ, but our professed faith in 

Jesus Christ, but our professed faith has no effect on our living, to cause 

us to do good to others, we do not have saving faith.   

B. Faith Without Works Is Dead, vv. 20-26. 

1) James defended his definition of true faith with evidence from Scripture.  

He began by saying that a person who does not realize that faith without 

works is dead, is “vain”, v. 20.  Then, James cited Abraham’s behavior as 

an example of the relationship between faith and works, vv. 21-24.   

2) Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, was much revered by James’ 

Jewish audience.  His example was that, when faced with the most severe 

test of his faith, he obeyed God by offering Isaac to God.   

3) By doing this, Abraham proved his faith in God, and he proved that he 

was justified by his faith in God, because his faith was true and saving 

faith, vv. 21-24.   



4) James gave another Biblical example of the relationship between faith and 

works, that of the Canaanite (Gentile) woman Rahab, v. 25.  She was 

moved by faith in the God of Israel to help the Israelite spies sent into 

Jericho.   

5) In doing so, she saved their lives and cast her lot with the nation of Israel, 

proving that her faith brought her into a right relationship with God.  

Having presented two powerful examples of the relationship between 

faith and works, James declared: “For as the body without the spirit is 

dead, so faith without works is dead also”, v. 26. 

6) “We are saved by grace through faith.”  “Faith without works is dead.”  

These two statements are not contradictory of one another.  Both are true, 

and each is vitally related to the other.   

7) They complement each other, revealing the breadth and depth of what it 

means to have faith in Christ.  This is living, active faith that transforms 

every aspect of our living to commitment to doing what is right and good.  

True faith in God and Christ, produces in us, practical Christianity.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  Following Jesus Christ means we should engage in Christlike living.  

 

Ministry in Action:  Be alert at all times, and in all situations, to encourage and help others.   

 

 

 


