
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, February 5, 2023 (Lesson #10)  

 

New Unit of 4 Lessons “Truths From the Tabernacle.” 

 

The Court of the Congregation:  Through Christ, all people have access 

to God for spiritual cleansing.     

 
Scriptures: Exodus 27:1-19; Deuteronomy 12:10-14; John 4: 19-24; Leviticus 9:1-7; 

Hebrews 10:1, 5-10; Exodus 30:17-21; Titus 3:3-7.   

  

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson examines the court of the congregation, the enclosed area 

in front of and surrounding the tabernacle, the tent-sanctuary built by Moses.  The courtyard 

was the place to which the people of Israel came to offer sacrifices to God and have access to 

God through worship and prayer.  Additionally, it highlighted how tabernacle worship points 

to Jesus Christ and finds fulfillment in Him.  This lesson also provides practical information 

about what we, as Christians, can learn from the tabernacle about the true worship to God.  In 

this lesson, God’s requirement of proper worship is clear – a truth also confirmed by New 

Testament Scriptures for this lesson.   

 

Historical Background:  The time of this lesson is the period following the Israelites’ exodus 

from Egypt (1445 BC), when God supernaturally delivered them from slavery in Egypt, 

Exodus 1:1-18:27.  After confirming a covenant with Israel at Mount Sinai, Exodus 24:6-7, 

the Lord gave to Moses instructions for building a tabernacle (a tent sanctuary) as the central 

place of worship for Israel.  God also gave to Israel through Moses, instructions for how the 

people of Israel should worship in the courtyard of the tabernacle.  This lesson examines 

passages of Scripture focused on this instruction for worship and relates this spiritually and 

practically to New Testament worship.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Place of Access to God:  Exodus 27:1-19; Deuteronomy 12:10-14; John 4:19-24. 

A. The Altar and The Courtyard, Ex. 27: 1-19; Deut.  12:10-14. 

B. True Worship, John 4:19-24.  

2. Place of Forgiveness:  Leviticus 9:1-7; Hebrews 10:1, 5-10. 

A. Sacrifices for Priests and People, Lev. 9:1-7. 

B. Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice, Heb. 10:1, 5-10. 

3. Place of Cleansing:  Exodus 30:17-21; Titus 3:3-7. 

A. The Bronze Basin, Ex. 30:17-21. 

B. Washing and Renewal by the Holy Spirit, Tit. 3:3-7. 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Place of Access to God:  Exodus 27:1-19; Deuteronomy 12:10-14; John 4:19-24. 

A. The Altar and The Courtyard, Ex. 27:1-19; Deut. 12:10-14. 

1) Exodus 27 is part of a larger section of Scripture that addressed Israel’s 

worship of God, Exodus chapters 25-31.  In 27:1-19, God provided 

instructions to Moses for making the altar of burnt offering and the 

courtyard, both of which were located outside the tent-sanctuary called 

the tabernacle.   

2) The altar of burnt offering, 27:1-8, also known as the bronze altar, was a 

hollow box made of acacia wood overlaid with bronze.  It was 7.5 feet 

square, 4.5 feet high, and topped with a bronze network grating on which 

sacrifices were offered to the Lord.  

3) The altar had bronze rings on two of its sides, through which bronze 

covered acacia wood poles could be inserted to transport it.  Gaining 

access to God required a person to offer an animal in sacrifice to God on 

this altar, to make amends for sin, see Leviticus 4:1-35. 

4) The altar of burnt offering was located in the courtyard that surrounded 

the tabernacle.  Exodus 27:9-19 indicates the courtyard was rectangular, 

measuring 150 feet long by 75 feet wide.   

5) Its boundaries were clearly marked off by 60 posts in bronze bases, 

standing 7.5 feet tall at intervals of 7.5 feet apart.  These posts supported a 

curtain that ran around the perimeter of the courtyard.  This curtain was 

made of finely twisted linen, a very high-quality cloth.  

6) The entrance to the courtyard, a 30-foot-wide gate, also had a curtain.  It 

was made of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, woven with finely twisted 

linen.   

7) This courtyard provided space for the Israelites to prepare to make their 

sacrifices to gain access to God in worship.  

8) In Deuteronomy 12:10-14, Moses emphasized that once the Israelites 

settled  in the Promised Land (Canaan), they were to bring their sacrifices 

and offerings only to the place the Lord would designate for sacrifices and 

offerings – where the tabernacle was located, and later, the Temple.   

9) This emphasized the seriousness with which God expected His people to 

treat worship.  They were not to approach worship casually, but exactly 

where and how God commanded.   

B. True Worship, Jn. 4:19-24. 

1) This passage of Scripture is part of Jesus’ conversation with a Samaritan 

woman He encountered at Jacob’s well near the town of Sychar.  The 

woman invited Jesus to comment on the controversial question, where 

was the right place to worship God? 

2) The Jews taught (correctly) that God had designated the Temple in 

Jerusalem as the right place to worship Him.  In contrast to this, the 



Samaritans believed their temple on Mount Gerizim in Samaria was the 

right place to worship God.   

3) In response, Jesus said, “The hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 

mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father”, v. 21.  Jesus meant 

by this that a new age of salvation was beginning in which people would 

be able to worship God everywhere, because they would be the temple of 

God, 1 Cor. 3:16-17; Eph. 2:19-22. 

4) This meant people would no longer have to travel to a specific place to 

worship the Lord.  

5) After saying the place of worship would become everywhere, Jesus 

revealed the kind of worship God requires of people.  Jesus said, “God is 

a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in 

truth”, v. 24.   

6) It is generally believed this means God requires worship to be sincere, 

responsive to the influence of His Holy Spirit, and consistent with, and 

obedient to, the truth revealed in Holy Scripture and through Jesus Christ, 

John 14:6.   

7) There is no place for pretense or willful disobedience to God in worship 

acceptable to Him.   

8) The Scriptures for this part of the lesson give insight on how God wanted 

the Israelites to worship in the Old Testament era, and how Jesus said God 

wants people to worship in the New Testament (new covenant) era begun 

by Jesus Christ.  

9) When we examine our lives in light of these Scriptures, we see that, as 

believers in Christ, we have much greater freedom of worship than did the 

ancient Israelites.   

10) We do not have to travel to a specific location to worship, nor do 

we have to offer an animal sacrifice to have access to God.  However, 

God requires that we worship Him “in spirit and in truth”, John 4:23.   

11) Trusting in Christ for our eternal salvation, we must worship God 

with a mind, heart, and life sincerely obedient to God’s Word, Son, and 

Spirit, so that our whole life is offered in worship to God.   

12) In this worship we find the freedom for righteousness in Christ, the 

greatest freedom possible to a human, and the greatest blessing.   

2. Place of Forgiveness:  Leviticus 9:1-7; Hebrews 10:1, 5-10. 

A. Sacrifices for Priests and People, Lev. 9:1-7. 

1) Leviticus 9 tells of the first worship service in the tabernacle after Aaron 

and his sons were ordained by Moses to be the priests for Israel.  Moses 

commanded that sacrifices be made to God for the priests and then for the 

people, vv. 2-4.   

2) The sacrifices required for the priests were the sin offering, which 

provided purification form sin, and the burnt offering, which was a gift of 

dedication to God accompanied by prayers and praise.   



3) The people were required to make a fellowship offering, which led to 

communion with God, as well as a grain offering, which represented their 

consecration to the Lord.  

4) Moses explained that these offerings were to be made because, “today the 

Lord will appear unto you”, v. 4.  Moses also said these offerings were to 

be made so “the glory of the Lord may appear unto you”, v. 6.   

5) This meant these sacrifices were necessary for the people to experience 

the presence of God.  But why?  Because it was essential that the people 

by faith in and obedience to God in making these sacrifices, make 

atonement (reconciliation to God) for their sins, v. 7.  Without this 

reconciliation to God, they could not experience His presence.   

6) The priests’ ordination ceremony (Leviticus 8) included sacrifices to 

atone for their sins, v. 34.  And yet again (Leviticus 9), sacrifices for 

atonement were required for the priests.   

7) This emphasized the priests’ continual need of forgiveness and cleansing 

from sin, even as they devoted their lives to serving the Lord and 

ministering to people.   

8) In their role as spiritual leaders, much care had to be taken by the priests 

to keep themselves free from sin, so it was imperative that continual 

atonement be made for their sins.   

B. Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice, Heb. 10:1, 5-10. 

1) The writer of Hebrews explains that the law of Moses, which included the 

priesthood, sacrifices, and tabernacle, was only “a shadow of the good 

things to come”, v. 1.   

2) That is, the Law pointed prophetically to the ministry of Jesus, including 

the sacrifice of Himself on the cross.  While the Law had a place in God’s 

redemptive plan, it could never “make … perfect [complete]” in relation 

to God those who observed it, v. 1.   

3) In verses 5-7, the writer of Hebrews quotes Psalm 40:6-8 to explain that 

Christ’s sacrifice superseded the sacrifices of the Law.  This psalm 

acknowledges that honoring God with one’s life is more important that 

performing the religious rituals.   

4) The writer of Hebrews identifies Christ as the speaker in the Psalm 

passage – Christ telling in advance the purpose of His ministry.  That is, 

as told in Hebrews 10:8-10, God was not satisfied with the sacrifices 

made under the Law.  What God desired was complete devotion to Him. 

5) The sacrifices and offerings under the Law were expressive of devotion to 

God, but could not bring a person to complete devotion to God.  Jesus 

Christ, by the sacrifice of Himself on the cross, was completely devoted to 

God.   

6) Thus did Christ surpass the Law, and the sacrifices and offerings under 

the Law, and the sacrifices and offerings under the Law, and, therefore, 



we who trust in Christ for salvation from sin are “sanctified [devoted 

wholly to God]” by the sacrifice Christ made, v. 10. 

7) Our need of God’s forgiveness proceeds from the fact that all have sinned, 

Romans 3:23.  In anticipation of the all-sufficient sacrifice for sins Jesus 

Christ would make, God graciously forgave those who, in faith and 

obedience to Him, offered sacrifices according to the law of Moses.   

8) Then, Jesus’ one sacrifice of Himself on the cross, superseded and made 

unnecessary any other sacrifices to obtain God’s forgiveness.  Trusting in 

Christ’s sacrifice for our sins brings us into a relationship with God the 

sacrifice under the Law could not.   

9) And so we sing, “Jesus Christ is made to me, All I need, all I need; He 

alone is all my plea, He is all I need. He redeemed me when He died, all I 

need, all I need; I with Him was crucified, He is all I need”, Hymns of the 

Spirit, p. 138.   

3. Place of Cleansing:  Exodus 30:17-21; Titus 3:3-7. 

A. The Bronze Basin, Ex. 30:17-21. 

1) Here, the Lord provided instructions for making and using a large bronze 

wash basin, which was located in the tabernacle courtyard between the 

tabernacle and the altar.   

2) Aaron and his sons, the priests for Israel, used this basin to wash their 

hands and feet each time they entered the tabernacle and before they 

offered sacrifices on the altar.   

3) While the ancient Israelites knew nothing about germs, this ritual washing 

taught the priests the importance of cleanliness and was likely beneficial 

to their health.   

4) However, good hygiene was not the purpose of these ritual washings.  The 

purpose of the washings was to show reverence for God’s holiness by 

means of ceremonial cleansing.   

5) Dirt symbolized impurity, and sin was known to be spiritually and moral 

impurity.  Therefore, the ritual washings symbolized the washing away of 

spiritual and moral impurity by God’s cleansing power.   

6) Therefore, the priests of Israel performed ritual cleansing with water 

every time they entered the tabernacle and before their offering of every 

sacrifice to God. 

7) This ritual cleansing was a most serious responsibility.  Failure to do this 

would result in their death, vv. 20-21.  The holiness of God must be 

respected.   

B. Washing and Renewal by the Holy Spirit, Tit. 3:3-7. 

1) Here, the Apostle Paul tells what is necessary for faithful Christian living.  

We were all sinners before Christ saved us form sin, vv. 3-5.  We were 

saved from sin, not by good deeds we did, but by God’s mercy, “by the 

washing of regeneration [the new birth], and renewing [of our mind and 

spirit] of [by] the Holy Ghost”, v. 5.   



2) Our cleansing from sin was, and is continually, God’s work in us; and our 

new life in the righteousness of Christ is God’s work in us.  As believers 

in Christ, we are who we are by the grace of God, 1 Cor. 15:10. 

3) This grace for our new life in Christ has been given to us “abundantly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior” Titus 3:6.  Being justified (brought into 

right relationship with God) by grace, we have been made heirs of god, 

with the assurance of eternal life, v. 7. 

4) All of this makes it possible to live faithful to Jesus Christ.  It is possible 

to live a genuinely Christlike life, and this must be our goal. 

5) When was the last time you thanked God for cleansing you of sin?  Along 

these same lines, when was the last time you delighted in the right 

relationship you have with God by the grace of Jesus Christ? 

6) Sometimes in our preoccupation with immediate problems or issues we 

are dealing with, we may not think much about the foundational blessing 

of salvation form sin that makes our whole life as a Christian possible.  Be 

thankful continually for the salvation form sin you have by faith in Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  The Bible commands, “be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving your own selves”, James 1:22.  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we must give priority 

to “observing all things whatsoever [He] has commanded [us]”, Matthew 28:20.  By faith in, 

and obedience to, Jesus Christ, we have everything we need to receive forgiveness of sins, 

cleansing from sin, and access to God.  Nothing is better than following Jesus Christ.   

 

Ministry in Action:  In conclusion, pray together.  Pray for yourselves, and for one another, 

that their faith, living, and worship will be pleasing to God.   

 

 


