
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, February 27, 2022  

 

Victory in Jesus: Christians are set free the power of Satan through 

victory in Jesus Christ.          

 
Scriptures:  2Corinthians 10:2-6; Colossians 2:9-15; James 4:4-10; 1 Peter 5:6-10.           

 

The Lesson Overview:  In previous lessons in this unit, we have looked at various Bible texts 

that give insight to the supernatural realm.  We have seen how there is spiritual conflict 

between good and evil angels that affects events on earth.  We have reviewed narratives that 

demonstrated the awesome power of God in defeating the enemies of His people.  We 

witnessed the Apostle Paul casting out evil spirits by the power of the Holy Spirit, and we 

have studied the admonitions of Paul, Peter, and Jude to guard against doctrines of demons 

and heretical teachings within the church.  This concluding lesson looks at means by which 

we can be victorious over evil in spiritual warfare.   

 

Historical Background:  This lesson is based on writings in the New Testament by the 

Apostle Paul, by James, the half-brother of Jesus, and by the Apostle Peter.  Paul’s letter, we 

call Second Corinthians, was written to the Corinthians from Macedonia (fall, AD 57).  

Paul’s Letter to the Colossians was written at Rome (summer, AD 62), where he was 

detained by the Roman government (Act 28:16, 30-31). The Letter by James was written at 

Jerusalem (before AD 50), where he was serving as leader of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 

15:13; Galatians 1:19).  The letter we call First Peter was written by the Apostle Peter at 

Rome (AD 64-65), in the final years of his life before his crucifixion.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Utilize Spiritual Weapons:  2 Corinthians 10:2-6. 

A. Our’s In Not a Fleshly Fight, vv. 2-3. 

B. Our’s Is a Spiritual Fight, vv. 4-6. 

2. Authority and Power of Christ:  Colossians 2:9-15. 

A. The Preeminence of Christ, vv. 9-10. 

B. On Being Identified with Christ, vv. 11-15. 

3. Submit to God; Resist The Devil:  James 4:4-10; 1 Peter 5:6-10. 

A. The Power of Humility, James 4:4-10. 

B. Practice Spiritual Vigilance, 1 Peter 5:6-10. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Utilize Spiritual Weapons:  2 Corinthians 10:2-6. 

A. Our’s Is Not a Fleshy Fight, vv. 2-3. 

1) The context for these two verses is, false apostles had invaded the 

Corinthian church, who said Paul was not an Apostle, and they sought to 

destroy his influence with the Christians in Corinth.   

2) They were tools of Satan, and were working to divide and destroy the 

church.  Paul asserted his authority as a true Apostle, and defended 

himself against the false apostles at Corinth, although he would have 

much preferred that the Christians at Corinth defend his apostleship. 

3) Paul clearly stated that, in his defense against the false apostles, he was 

not engaged in fleshly warfare with them, v. 2, in the minds of Paul’s 

opponents, the fleshly weaponry against him were credentials, personal 

affluence and influence, education and intellectual prowess, rhetorical 

skills and charismatic personality.   

4) These were purely human characteristics, most of which Paul had, but he 

did not depend on such things as proof of his apostleship.   

5) When Paul first came to the Corinthians preaching the Gospel, his speech 

and his preaching “was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that [their] faith should not 

stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God”, 1 Cor. 2:4-5. 

6) He was still holding to this principle in defense of his apostleship, because 

although he was living in a human body, he was not conducting the 

spiritual warfare against his opponents “after [according to] the flesh”, v. 

3. 

7) Instead, Paul emphasized by his conduct the gentleness and meekness of 

Jesus Christ, v. 1.  The worldly-minded would see this as weakness, but 

what the world considers strong and what the Word considers strong are 

two different things.  

B. Our’s Is a Spiritual Fight, vv. 4-6. 

1) As the Apostle Paul said elsewhere, “we wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against …the rulers of the darkness of this world”, Ephesians 

6:12. 

2) These enemies of the soul cannot be defeated with physical weaponry.  

Paul identified our weapons for this warfare as being “mighty through 

God”, v. 4.   

3) These weapons are made effective by the power of God, and are able to 

secure for us victory in the name of Jesus Christ.  Using these spiritual 

weapons means we must depend on God for the victory, and not on 

ourselves. 

4) Spiritual weapons are mighty through God “to the pulling down of [evil] 

strong holds” .v 4.  These evil strong holds are like established fortresses 



or bases of operation form which Satan and the rulers of the darkness of 

this world wage war against Christ and those who believe Him.   

5) It is not difficult for faithful believers in Christ to discern the existence of 

these evil strong holds.  Satan works for evil in this world in the lives of 

people by every means available to him.  

6) This would be frightening, if not terrifying, were it not that we know, the 

power of Christ working through us, assures us of victory over evil.   

7) The spiritual weapons of the Christian’s warfare against evil can destroy 

the arguments of the world with all their superficial intellect and wisdom, 

v. 5-6. 

8) The false apostles at Corinth were spewing forth doctrines which opposed 

the truth of God.  However, there is no argument that can withstand the 

true knowledge of God, because it is divine power.   

9) It is the responsibility of the Corinthian Christians to withstand these false 

apostles, but they would need to do this by depending on the mighty 

power of God.   

10) They would gain victory over these enemies of the Gospel by their 

continual subjection to the headship of Jesus Christ, and by their 

obedience to the authority of the Apostle Paul.  With the support of the 

church, Paul said he and the church would repudiate these false apostles, 

and their evildoing would be revenged (punished and stopped) by the 

obedience of the church to Christ, v. 6. 

11) The Bible makes it clear that the warfare against our souls, and for 

possession of our souls, comes by three means: the evil world system; our 

human nature corrupted by sin, and Satan and his evil cohorts in the spirit 

realm.   

12) These are commonly identified as, the world, the flesh, and the 

Devil.  As believers in Christ, we have, and can continue to have, victory 

over the world, the flesh, and the Devil.   

13) However, we must abide in Christ, and be vigilant to depend on the 

power of Christ working in, through, and for us to continue in this victory. 

14) The battle against the forces of evil that would destroy our souls is 

never ending while we remain in this world, but we can be victorious for a 

lifetime, by keeping our trust in, and dependence on, Christ’s power.   

2. Authority and Power of Christ:  Colossians 2:9-15. 

A. The Preeminence of Christ, Col. 2:9-10. 

1) False teachers at Colossae were saying dependence on Christ alone for 

salvation was not sufficient.  In addition to believing in Christ, they 

insisted that believers in Christ had to do any number of other things, such 

as observing Jewish religious festivals and Sabbaths, adhering to Jewish 

religious ceremonies and rituals.   



2) They were also teaching the worship of angels, and the  acquisition of 

special “superior” knowledge for enlightened living, that could not be 

found in simply believing the Gospel and trusting in Christ (see 

Colossians 2:16-18, 20-23).   

3) The effect of yielding to these false teachings was that, the Colossians 

believers were being drawn away from Christ and salvation.   

4) Paul reminded the Colossian believers that in Jesus dwells the fullness of 

the Godhead, v. 9.  In other words, Jesus Christ is God.  Therefore, we are 

complete (have all that is needed for our eternal salvation) in Christ.   

5) Paul wanted the Colossian Christians to know that Jesus is enough.  As 

believers in Christ, we are in Christ, and we are complete in Christ, who is 

“the Head [Ruler] of all principality [rule] and power [authority]” v, 10.  

6) Our victory over evil, and our eternal salvation are secured by the 

preeminence of Christ over all power and authority everywhere.   

B. On Being Identified with Christ, Col. 2:11-15. 

1) False teachers at Colossae were using religious and philosophical 

arguments in an attempt to lead the Christians there away from trust in 

Christ for their salvation, Col. 2:8.   

2) It appears that one controversial issue was the insistence that male Gentile 

believers in Christ had to be circumcised to be saved, v. 11; compare Acts 

15:1.   

3) In fact, all the Colossian believers needed for living pleasing to God had 

been provided for them through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

vv. 11-12.  Through Christ’s death their previous life of sinfulness had 

been put to death with Him, and by His resurrection, they had been raised 

with Him to a new life by grace through faith in Him, v. 13. 

4) Being identified with Christ this way in His death and resurrection, they 

had all they needed to be victorious over evil and to inherit eternal life.   

5) While the false teachers at Colossae were attempting to bring the 

Christians there into bondage to the rituals, ceremonies, and holy days 

prescribed by the law of Moses, Christ, by His death on the cross had 

freed them from all of these, v. 14.   

6) Moreover, Christ had also freed them from the dominion of evil over their 

lives, when He “spoiled [disarmed] principalities [rulers] and powers 

[authorities], He made a shew [spectacle] them openly, triumphing over 

them”, v. 15. 

7) That is to say, by His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ won complete 

and absolute victory over the forces of evil in the spiritual realm.  His 

victory is also the victory of every believer in Him, because we who 

believe in Him are identified with Him.   



8) Living by man-made religious rules and traditions can have the 

appearance of pious humility, but it is not authentic.  It is, in fact, 

sanctimony and religious bondage.   

9) There is nothing Satan likes better than to have us attempt to substitute 

man-made religion for life-transforming faith in Jesus Christ.  True 

religion is found in unfailing trust in Christ and God, but false religion in 

nothing but a vain exercise of self-righteousness, that has no power 

against the forces of evil.  

10) To have the righteousness of Christ in us, that gives us victory over 

evil, we must trust in Christ and live for Him as the only One whom God 

has made the Savior of sinners, Acts 4:12. 

3. Submit to God; Resist the Devil:  James 4:4-10; 1 Peter 5:6-10. 

A. The Power of Humility, James 4:4-10. 

1) We cannot be victorious over the evil world by seeking “the friendship of 

the world,” because, having the friendship of the world “is enmity with 

God,” and therefore makes us enemies of God, v. 4.   

2) When, as believers in Christ, we allow control over our lives by anything 

other than the Holy Spirit, He is provoked to a strong desire to have our 

loyalty to God restored, v. 5.   

3) Knowing this, we should endeavor to keep ourselves in close relationship 

with God, v. 8, by humbling ourselves to continually receive the grace of 

God, v. 6, and by submitting to God and resisting the Devil, v. 7.   

4) When we do these things, the Devil will flee from us.  In verses 8-10, 

James gives a powerful description of the kind of repentance that brings 

one to God.  This results in spiritual victory over evil in one’s own life.  

B. Practice Spiritual Vigilance, 1 Peter 5:6-10. 

1) Peter’s exhortation regarding humility, v. 6, is very much like James’ 

statement in 4:6.  The Lord exalts those who humble themselves to Him.  

Also, we can and should cast all of our cares on the Lord, because He 

cares for us, v. 7.   

2) If we do not learn to do this, we may be defeated by the cares of life.  We 

are to be sober, having a clear mind, and to be vigilant (spiritually alert 

and on guard against evil), because the Devil is our enemy.  He, like a lion 

hunting prey, is looking for an opportunity to take advantage of us, and 

devour us, v. 8. 

3) In addition to being on guard against the Devil, we are to resist him by 

remaining firmly committed to the faith we have as believers in Christ, v. 

9.  If we do these things, “the God of all grace” will make us complete, 

establish, strengthen, and settle us, making us secure in Christ, v. 10. 

4) Jesus gave this assurance:  “These things I have spoken unto you, that in 

me ye might have peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 

good cheer; I have overcome the world”, John 16:33. 



5) The evil world will pressure us to conform to the world.  The good news 

is, Jesus overcame the world, and we can be of good cheer over this, 

because His victory over the world can also be our victory.   

6) In this troubled world, we have peace in Christ, and over this evil world, 

we have victory in Christ.  He is all we need for a victorious Christian 

life.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  The call to follow Christ is also a call to engage in spiritual warfare.  If 

we follow Christ, this warfare cannot be avoided, but in faithfully following Christ, our 

victory is assured.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Pray for those who express their need for spiritual strength for an 

especially difficult spiritual battle at this time.   

 

 


