
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, February 26, 2023 (Lesson #13)  

 

Sacrifices and Offerings:  Old Testament sacrifices 

foreshadowed Christ’s perfect sacrifices.   

 
Scriptures: Leviticus 1:1-17; 4:1-5:19; Romans 8:1-4; Ephesians 1:7; 5:2; 

Revelation 1:5; Leviticus 2:1-16; 3:1-17; Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 2:13-16.   

  

The Lesson Overview:  The Old Testament identifies the several different 

sacrifices and offerings the ancient Israelites gave to God in the practice of their 

faith.  While all of them fall under the umbrella of worship, they had a variety of 

purposes, including making atonement for sins, petitioning God, and thanking 

God.  The complexity of that sacrificial system can be overwhelming to Bible 

readers, but every aspect of it was intentional and purposeful.  This lesson explores 

the purpose behind the sacrifices and offerings of the tabernacle, and emphasizes 

how those sacrifices and offerings were fulfilled, superseded, and done away by 

Jesus Christ’s sacrifice of Himself on the cross.   

 

Historical Background:  The Old Testament part of this lesson is based on the 

Book of Leviticus, a book much about the activities of the priests of Israel, all of 

whom were from the Israelite tribe of Levi, see Hebrews 7:11.  Leviticus enshrined 

the laws by which the religious and civil organization of ancient Israel was to be 

regulated.  A major part of that organization was the sacrifices and offerings 

required of the Israelites to practice their faith in the one true God Yahweh.  

However, it is important to know the Old Testament sacrifices have not been part 

of the Jews’ practice of their religion for almost 2,000 years, since their temple at 

Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70. 

 

Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Sacrifices for Cleansing:  Lev. 1:1-17; 4:1-5:19; Rom. 8:1-4; Eph. 1:7; 5:2; 

Rev. 1:5. 

A. Burnt Offering:  Lev. 1:1-17; Eph. 5:2. 

1) The burnt offering is the first mentioned in Leviticus.  Its 

primary purpose was to honor God and get His attention.  It 

could, also, express gratitude to God and seek atoning for sins.   



2) Burnt offerings were presented twice a day, as well as during 

religious festivals (Numbers 28), making it the most common 

sacrifices, burnt offerings were burned completely, excluding 

the skin, so neither the priest nor the person offering it ate it.  

3) Leviticus 1 tells of three kinds of animals for burnt offerings:  

from the herd, a male, a bull without defect, vv. 3-9, from the 

flock, a sheep or goat, a male without defect, vv. 10-13, and 

from birds, a dove or pigeon, with no distinction about whether 

male or female, vv. 14-17.  Specific instructions are provided 

for preparing and offering each sacrifice. 

4) Considerably more instructions are given for offering from the 

heard than from the flock or birds.  The text avoids repetition, 

in that the pattern for the offering was in the instructions for the 

herd animal.   

5) As the Israelites’ most common sacrifice burnt offerings 

continually reminded people of the importance of offering 

themselves wholly to God, like the animal being presented was 

offered also reminded the Israelites of their need to continually 

confess their sins to God and seek reconciliation with Him.   

6) The Apostle Paul exhorted his fellow Christians to “walk 

[conduct your life] in love, as Christ also hath loved us,” and 

gave “Himself for us as an offering and sacrifice to God”, Eph. 

5:2.   

7) The point here is that Jesus’ offering of Himself as a sacrifice to 

God for our sakes was the supreme expression of love.  

Therefore, as believers in Christ, we follow His example by 

showing sacrificial love for others.   

8) Paul said of Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself on the cross, it was to 

God “a sweet smelling savor [fragrance]”, Eph. 5:2.  This 

meant Jesus’ sacrificial death pleased God; it was a fragrant 

aroma to God, just like the sacrifices in the Old Testament era, 

Lev. 1:9.   

9) God was pleased with Jesus’ sacrificial death, because Jesus 

fulfilled the will of His Father, who sent Him to be the 

“propitiation [atoning sacrifice] for our sins”, 1 John 4:10.  

Jesus did what was necessary to reconcile us to God, and this 

pleased the Father.   

B. Sin Offering, Lev. 4:1-5:13; Eph. 1:7; Rev. 1:5. 

1) Leviticus 4:1-5:13 is about the sin offering.  People presented 

this offering to restore their relationship with God after 



unintentionally sinning against Him, 4:1-35, or after failing to 

do something referred to as the “purification offering,” because 

it purified people who has sinned.   

2) The ultimate sin offering under the Law was on the Day of 

Atonement, when the high priest of Israel entered the Holy of 

Holies with the blood of animals to purify the tabernacle, the 

people, himself and the other priests, 16:1-34.  

3) Leviticus 4:1-5:13 can be divided into seven sections: the 

introduction, 4:1-2; the priest’s sin offering, 4:3-12; the 

community’s sin offering, 4:13-21; the tribal leader’s sin 

offering, 4:22-26; other community member’s sin offerings, 

4:27-35; specific sins to avoid, 5:1-6; and the poor person’s sin 

offerings, 5:7-13. 

4) It has been noted that burnt offerings were sometimes presented 

to make atonement for sin.  What, then, was the relationship 

between burnt offerings and sin offerings?   

5) One possible explanation is that the burnt offering, as well as 

grain and fellowship offerings, were voluntarily presented to 

the Lord to make atonement.  On the other hand, sin offerings 

and guilt offerings were required for certain offenses.   

6) In Eph. 1:7, the Apostle Paul alluded to the sin offerings under 

the Law by explaining that in Christ “we have redemption 

through his blood.”  By using the word redemption, Paul 

signified that the blood of Jesus, which represents His death, 

results in God forgiving us our sins and freeing us from 

captivity to sin.  

7) Our redemption by Christ’s blood is a blessing of “the riches of 

His [God’s] grace [unmerited favor]” toward us through Christ.  

With the same thought in mind, the Apostle John wrote, Jesus 

“loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood”, Rev. 

1:5. 

C. Guilt Offering, Lev. 5:14-19; Rom. 8:1-4. 

1) Leviticus 5:14-19 is part of a larger portion of Leviticus 

running to 6:7, that tells about the guilt offering.  Like the sin 

offering, the guilt offering was concerned with specific sins 

people committed.   

2) Through the years, interpreters have distinguished between 

these two offerings in differing ways.  However, it seems the 

strongest interpretation, based on the text, is that the quilt 



offering dealt with sins that involved debt, whether owed to 

God or to people.   

3) Leviticus 5:14-16 focused on unintentional sins involving the 

“holy things of the Lord”, v. 15.  This seems to refer to material 

obligations to God (such as the tithe or a vow) that had not been 

paid.   

4) This is implied by the 20-percent fine that had to be added to 

the payment of the obligation, along with the sacrifice of a ram.  

By paying the amount due, plus the fine, the offender made 

restitution; and by offering a ram, received forgiveness.   

5) Leviticus 5:17-19 dealt with other unintentional sins that 

defamed the name of the Lord.  The sense in the text is that 

someone who transgressed against the Lord, or against some 

person without realizing it, once he became aware of his sin, 

had to make amends for it with the prescribed sacrifice, a ram 

without blemish, to be forgiven.   

6) The principle here is that we are guilty of sin, and indebted to 

God and people whom we sin against, even when we are 

ignorant of having sinned.  (Under the civil and criminal law of 

government, ignorance of the law does not free one of the 

penalty for breaking the law). 

7) Possible thinking about the guilt offering under the Law, the 

Apostle Paul wrote that those who believe in Jesus Christ are no 

longer under condemnation (guilt); but have peace with God 

(Romans 8:1-4).   

8) Trust in Christ for salvation from sin results in our being 

forgiven all sins, so we can live in Christ’s righteousness by the 

power of His Spirit, pleasing to God.   

9) Thanks be to God, the sacrifice of Christ for our sins became 

the one sacrifice for all time and for all people, that can cleanse 

of sin and reconcile to God in peace all who come to Christ for 

salvation.   

10) But having this blessing, we must not take it for 

granted.  Our prayer must continually be that expressed in the 

refrain of great prayer hymn to Christ: “Lest I forget 

Gethsemane; Lest is forget Thine agony; Lest I forget Thy love 

for me, Lead me to Calvary.”   

11) We must never forget that Jesus paid it all, and all to 

Him we own.  We can never repay Christ for what He has done 

for us, but we must never cease making known to Him our 



gratitude for what He has done for us by means of our living for 

His glory and honor.   

2. Offerings for Thanksgiving:  Lev. 2:1-16; Rom. 12:1-2; Lev. 3:1-17; Eph. 

2:13-16. 

A. Grain Offerings, Lev. 2:1-16; Rom. 2:1-2. 

1) Leviticus 2:1-16 is about grain offerings.  Called “a meat [food] 

offering”, v. 1, grain offerings were grain or flour, often 

accompanied or followed by animal sacrifices, to provide bread 

along with the meal, when part of the sacrifice was consumed 

by the priests or others.   

2) Grain offerings were used to petition God, thank God, or make 

atonement in the case a poor person who could not afford to 

make an animal sacrifice, Lev. 5:11. 

3) Leviticus 2:1-16 can be divided into four sections:  vv. 1-3; 4-

10; 11-13, and 14-16.   

4) The first section, vv. 1-3, contains general regulations for grains 

offerings.  The second section, vv. 4-10, identifies different 

kinds of grain offerings, including those baked in ovens, 

prepared on griddles, and cooked in pans.  However, grain 

offerings did not have to be cooked; they could simply be a 

mixture of flour, oil, and incense.  The third section, vv.11-13, 

tells that grain offerings could not contain yeast or honey, likely 

because these ingredients could cause fermentation or spoilage 

of the offering.  However, the Lord required salt on the grain 

offering, because salt was associated with the Lord’s covenant 

with Israel.  Just as salt is a preservative, God’s covenant with 

His people could not be destroyed.   

5) The fourth and final section, vv. 14-16, elaborates on first fruits 

grain offerings vv. 14-16.  These consisted of crushed heads of 

new grain roasted in the fire, with olive oil and incense 

sprinkled on the grain.  First fruits grain offerings could be 

offered only during the grain harvest.   

6) In Roman 12:1-2, the Apostle Paul called on believer in Christ 

to present “your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God”, v. 1.   

7) This is about offering one’s entire life to God, which is the 

worship He deserves.  This means not conforming to the sinful 

world, but having one’s mind and life transformed by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, v. 2.   



8) When this happens, a Christian is able to discern and do God’s 

will, thus glorifying Him with one’s whole life.   

B. Peace Offering, Lev. 3:1-17; Eph. 2:13-16. 

1) The peace offering represented fellowship between God and 

His people through a shared meal.  Unlike the sin and guilt 

offerings, which could be eaten only by the priests, and the 

burnt offering, which was completely burned, the peace 

offering could be consumed by the people who presented it.   

2) In addition to this, the peace offering could be used to express 

gratitude to God or to fulfill a vow made to God.   

3) Leviticus 3:1-17 can be divided into three sections: offering 

from the herd, vv. 1-5, offerings from the flock, vv. 6-11, and 

offerings from the goats, vv. 12-17.   

4) Unlike some other sacrifices, peace offerings could be either 

male or female, v. 1.  This went along with the purpose of this 

offering being a meal share by God and His people.  Therefore, 

there was no distinction made about which sex was sacrificed.   

5) For the peace offering, the animal’s internal organs were 

removed, and all the fat connected to them was removed and 

offered as a sacrifice to the Lord.   

6) Because the fat was considered to be the best part of the animal, 

it was reserved for the Lord, v. 4.  This, being offered along 

with the daily burnt offering, v. 5, suggests that atonement for 

one’s sins was necessary before fellowship with God could be 

had.  Blood and fat were sacred to the Lord, v. 17. 

7) In Ephesians 2:13-16, the Apostle Paul explained that Jesus is 

the Christian’s peace.  Paul’s specific reference was to Jesus 

creating peace between Jewish and Gentile believers in Him.   

8) This “horizontal” peace between people, is based on the 

“vertical” peace between God and humans brought by Jesus 

Christ.  He is our peace offering, making all believers in Him 

“one new man” in fellowship with God, v. 15. 

9) Among their several purposes, the grain and peace offerings 

were expressions of gratitude to God.  While we do not have 

grain and peace offerings as part of the practice of our faith, our 

unending gratitude to Christ and God should be a constant of 

our living as believers in Christ. 

10) That a Christian would be unthankful for the salvation 

he or she has in Christ is unthinkable.  For what God through 

Christ has done for us, we should be the most grateful people 



on earth.  Gratitude to God is an essential and natural part of 

our witness that we believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  a basic principle in the Old Testament is, “to obey is better 

than sacrifice”, 1 Samuel 15:22.   As His disciples, Christ requires our obedience to 

Him, no more and no less.  He will not accept some “sacrifice” we choose as a 

substitute for simply obeying Him.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Think of someone you find it difficult or impossible to love as 

you ought as a Christian.  Confess this to Christ and ask Him to give you the 

“sacrificial love” for that person you should have.   

 


