
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, February 20, 2022  

 

Reject Deceivers and Demonic Doctrines:  Christians are to content for 

the Faith through God’s Word in the power of Jesus Christ.          

 
Scriptures:  1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 1:8-16, 19; Jude 1:3-4, 20-25.           

 

The Lesson Overview:  The Church, from its beginning, was opposed by Satan, who sought 

to destroy the Church by instigating against it opposition and persecution from the outside, 

and the teaching of false doctrine and unholy living on the inside.  Of these two, over the 

centuries of the Church’s existence, the internal threat of false doctrine and unholy living has 

proven to be far more damaging to the Church than opposition and persecution from outside.  

This fact accentuates the importance of this lesson, which examines several New Testament 

passages of Scripture that deal specifically with the internal danger to the Church of false 

doctrine and unholy living.   
 

Historical Background:  The Scriptures for this lesson are drawn from three New Testament 

letters.  The first, in point time, and in the lesson, is the Apostle Paul’s first letter to Timothy, 

written AD 63-65, after Paul’s release from his detention at Rome (Acts 28:16, 30-31).  The 

second is the Apostle Peter’s second letter, a general letter to Christians, written at Rome 

(AD 64-65).  The third is a letter to Christians, written by Jude, one of the half-brother’s of 

Jesus.  It was likely written at Jerusalem (AD 67-68), shortly before the siege of the city by 

the Romans.  All these letters belong to the fourth decade of Church history, counting from 

the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2; AD 30). 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Destructive Doctrines:  1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Peter 2:1-3. 

A. Doctrines of Demons, 1 Timothy 4:1-5. 

B. Covetous False Teachers, 2 Peter 2:1-3. 

2. Depravity of False Teachers:  Jude 1:8-16, 19. 

A. Ignorant and Corrupt Deceivers, vv. 8-11. 

B. Wicked and Divisive Deceivers, vv. 12-16, 19. 

3. Contend for the Faith:  Jude 1:3-4, 20-25. 

A. Defend Against Deceivers, vv. 3-4. 

B. Build Up Yourself Spiritually, vv. 20-25. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Destructive Doctrines:  1 Timothy 4:1-5; 2 Peter 2:1-3. 

A. Doctrines of Demons, 1 Timothy 4:1-5. 

1) The Apostle Paul said the Holy Spirit had spoken, revealing that some 

would depart from the faith, because of their submission to seducing 

spirits and doctrines of demons, v. 1.   

2) The word seduce means “to lead away” from what is right.  The seducing 

spirits are deceiving evil spirits, and they are the evil inspiration for the 

doctrines of demons mentioned here.  Every false doctrine originates from 

Satan and his evil cohorts in the supernatural realm.   

3) Therefore, when people abandon right doctrine and embrace false 

doctrine, they submit to doctrines of demons.  Those who do this are 

described as “spreading lies in hypocrisy”, v. 2, whose consciences have 

been seared as with a hot iron, so they no longer distinguish between good 

and evil.   

4) They are unfeeling, undiscerning, and dull of mind regarding morality.  

Their conscience is so corrupted by evil, in effect, they no longer have a 

conscience that tells them to do right.   

5) While all false doctrines can be described as “doctrines of devils 

[demons]”, v. 1, here, Paul mentioned two such doctrines that must have 

been especially troubling to the churches in Ephesus at this time (AD 63-

65).   

6) First mentioned was a false doctrine (a doctrine of demons) forbidding 

marriage, v. 3.  We cannot be sure exactly why some false teachers were 

forbidding marriage, but their teaching may have been related to the 

practice of asceticism – the belief that one’s character is made better by 

inflicting suffering on the body, by denying the body of certain pleasures. 

7) In this case, forbidding to marry would also mean abstaining from sexual 

intercourse.  This teaching was evil because, marriage is ordained of God, 

sexual intercourse between husband and wife is holy, and self-righteously 

abstaining from marriage does not make one holy. 

8) The other doctrine of demons mentioned here was that of commanding 

people to abstain from certain foods as a condition of acceptance by God.  

Because many of the Christian congregations scattered across the Roman 

Empire were made up of both Jewish and Gentile believers in Jesus as the 

Messiah, diet was a controversial subject.   

9) False teachers, in contradiction of the decision of the Jerusalem Council 

(Acts 15), tried to enforce the dietary (kosher) rules for the Jews on 

Gentile believers in Christ.   

10) Paul explained it is wrong to teach people to abstain from foods 

which are, in fact, to be received with thanksgiving to God, v. 3.  Every 



creature of God is good for food, and to be received with thanksgiving to 

God, v.4, in keeping with God’s command in Genesis 9:4.   

11) Everything a Christian may eat is “sanctified [made holy]” by the 

word of God in Genesis 9:4, and by the prayer of thanks to God for the 

food, v. 5. 

B. Covetous False Teachers, 2 Peter 2:1-3. 

1) Here we turn to the testimony of the Apostle Peter regarding false 

teachers.  Peter warned that, like as there were false prophets among the 

people of Israel in Old Testament times, there will be among believers in 

Christ, false teachers, v. 1.  

2) In the Old Testament era, God spoke to people through His prophets, and 

there were false prophets through whom God did not speak.  Now, there 

are Christian ministers who preach and teach the Word of God (the Holy 

Scriptures), and there are false teachers who either handle the Word of 

God deceitfully, or even deny the Word of God, to teach false doctrines. 

3) In doing this, they promote destructive heresies, deny the Lord Jesus who 

bought them, and bring on themselves the swift destruction of God’s 

judgment, v. 1. 

4) While faithful ministers of the Gospel far outnumber false teachers, the 

tragedy is, “many shall follow” the destructive ways of false teachers, v. 

2, causing people to speak evil of the way of truth (the Gospel and the 

Christian way of life). 

5) False teachers and their false doctrines must be opposed by the Church, 

because those who peddle false doctrines can persuade, not merely a few, 

but many, to follow them.   

6) False teachers are motivated to gather as large a following as they can for 

personal gain.  Being covetous, seeking to enrich themselves at the 

expense of others, false teachers use deceptive language to exploit (“make 

merchandise of”) others, v. 3.  

7) They see their followers as money for the taking. However, the 

covetousness of false teachers makes certain their judgement and 

condemnation by God for their evildoing, v. 3. 

8) God’s Word is not to be trifled with, for it is both absolute and eternal.  

There are consequences for opposing, distorting, and falsifying God’s 

Word.  Peter warned that those who do so will face God’s judgment.   

9) Also, those who give in to heretical teachings will bring judgment on 

themselves.  Today there are plenty of false teachers and doctrines that 

sound appealing to many.  If we are not grounded firmly in God’s Word, 

it is easy to be deceived and drawn in by false teachers.  

10) The Church must proclaim and hold high the truths of Holy 

Scripture and consistently oppose dangerous doctrines and their 

purveyors. 



2. Depravity of False Teachers, Jude 1:8-16, 19. 

A. Ignorant and Corrupt Deceivers, Jude 1:8-11. 

1) Jude likened false teachers to the evil examples mentioned in the previous 

verses, vv. 5-7, thus the word “Likewise” begins verse 8.  He called them 

“filthy dreamers” v. 8, who think their carnal ways will bring them the 

satisfaction and prominence they desire.   

2) Like the men of Sodom and Gomorrah, they defile their own bodies.  

They also despise dominion, like the Israelites who rebelled against the 

authority of Moses.  They “speak evil of dignities”, v. 8, like the fallen 

angels who slandered other angelic creatures of God.  

3) Jude referred to Jewish writings between the Old and New Testaments, in 

which Satan is said to have argued with the archangel Michael over the 

body of Moses.   

4) However, unlike false teachers who have no respect for authority, v. 10, 

Michael wisely refused to make any personal accusation against Satan.  

Instead he effectively opposed Satan on the authority of the Lord, saying, 

“The Lord rebuke you”, v. 9. 

5) Jude identified the threefold error of false teachers, v. 11:  First, like Cain 

they are disobedient to God, and jealous and hateful of others.  Second, 

like Balaam, they pretend to serve God, while, for monetary gain, they 

entice others to sin.  Third, like Korah, who ignorantly opposed and led a 

rebellion against Moses, not realizing he was opposing God’s authority, 

was destroyed by God.  Like Korah, false teachers chose to be unmindful 

of where their evil actions lead.   

B. Wicked and Divisive Deceivers, Jude 1:12-16, 19. 

1) Jude continued identifying the ungodly characteristics of deceivers.  He 

said they had cleverly inserted themselves into the Church by attending 

Christian fellowship activities, v. 12. 

2) They disguised themselves with appealing personalities, to gain positions 

of leadership; but, in fact, they were like clouds without rain, and like 

withered trees plucked up by the roots and having no fruit, v. 12. Their 

destiny, Jude said, is absolute darkness forever, vv. 12-13.   

3) Jude cited a statement from the book called First Enoch, written by the 

Pharisees about a century before Jesus was born, which mirrors a 

statement in Deuteronomy 33:2.   

4) Jude took this as a prophecy of the second coming of Christ, when all the 

ungodly, including false teachers and deceivers, will be judged for doing 

evil, vv. 14-15.  Then, Jude continued with his description of the evil 

nature and evil deeds of deceivers, v. 16, 19. 

5) Jude did not restrain himself in describing the evil nature, motives, works, 

and destiny of false teachers who had infiltrated the churches.  His desire 



was not only to expose them, but to alert faithful believers in Christ to be 

on guard against them. 

6) Jude’s message is still relevant for Christians today because, with 

communication via the internet being so accessible, false teachers and 

deceivers have a platform for influencing and persuading people like they 

have never had before. 

7) In this situation, it is important for the true Gospel to be proclaimed via 

the internet, and for faithful Christians to be on guard against deception 

whenever it is found.   

3. Contend for the Faith:  Jude 1:3-4, 20-25. 

A. Defend Against Deceivers, Jude 1:3-4. 

1) Initially, Jude intended to write a general letter to Christians about the 

common salvation of all who believe in Christ.  But his intention changed, 

as he reflected on the need for the Church to defend against the danger 

posed by false teachers and false doctrines in the churches, v. 3.   

2) Jude believed the best offense and defense against false teachers and false 

doctrines would be for faithful believers in Christ to “earnestly contend 

[fight for] the faith,” which from the beginning had been delivered to the 

Church by the Apostles.   

3) “The faith” is the beliefs of Christians based on the preaching and 

teaching of Jesus and His apostles, as told in the New Testament.  “The 

faith” is also the personal, life-transforming faith believers have in Christ 

individually and corporately.   

4) This is the faith we must fight for, to secure it against those who would 

turn the grace of God for salvation into a license to sin and deny the Lord 

God and Jesus Christ, v. 4.   

B. Build Up Yourselves Spiritually, Jude 1:20-25.   

1) Jude exhorted his fellow Christians to build up themselves spiritually, on 

their “most holy faith” by praying in the Holy Spirit, v. 20.  This could 

mean praying with attentiveness to the leading of the Holy Spirit, it could 

mean praying in one’s own prayer language inspired by the Holy Spirit, or 

it could mean praying in a language not one’s own, as the Holy Spirit 

gives the utterance.   

2) It certainly means praying sincerely, with faith in God and submission to 

His will.  We contend for the faith first, by keeping the faith ourselves.   

3) Jude said we are to contend for the faith by keeping ourselves in the love 

of God, looking for (expecting) the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ for 

eternal life, when He comes again, v. 21; compare Titus 2:13. 

4) Until Christ comes again, we are to act with compassion toward those 

who appear to be falling or defecting from the faith, and do all we can to 

save them from being lost, v. 22-23. 



5) Finally, Jude closed his letter with a beautiful doxology, expressing 

complete confidence in Christ to keep those who believe in Him from 

falling, and present them to God with exceeding joy, v. 24-25. 

6) The good fight of faith is the only fight that is called good.  The truth is, 

Jesus Christ has already gained the victory on our behalf.  Nevertheless, 

we are called to contend for the Faith.   

7) We must, by faith and effort, opposing and rejecting all that is evil, and 

holding fast to all that is good, enter into the victory over evil Christ has 

won for us.   

8) We know what the ultimate outcome of this spiritual warfare will be for 

those who abide in Christ.  God has revealed in Holy Scripture it will be 

complete victory over all evil by Christ and His church.  Stay with Christ.  

With Him, we are on the winning side.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to be loyal to Him who is our 

Savior, and also our Lord.  Complete loyalty to Christ is security against every false doctrine. 

 

Ministry in Action:  Challenge yourself and others to continually affirm by your attitudes, 

words, and deeds your commitment to Christ and the faith, and thereby to encourage yourself 

and others to be faithful to Christ.   

 


