
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, February 13, 2022  

 

Paul Confronts Evil Spirits:  Every evil spirit is subject to the power and 

authority of Jesus Christ.        

 
Scriptures:  Acts 13:4-12; 16:16-18; 19:11-20.           

 

The Lesson Overview:  The kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness coexist in conflict.  

This spiritual warfare is invisible but real.  This lesson examines three examples of the 

Apostle Paul’s encounters with evil spirits during his three missionary journeys: first on the 

island of Cypress, then at Philippi in Macedonia, and finally at Ephesus.  In each of these 

instances, Paul was victorious over the forces of evil because, all creatures, whether physical 

or spiritual, were made by God and are subject to God.  As this lesson shows, evil spirits are 

subject to Christ, and to believers in Christ.  Evil spirits are subject to believers in Christ 

because of believers’ relationship with Christ.   

 

Historical Background:  The three parts of this lesson are three scenarios of historical events 

that occurred during what are commonly identified by Christians as the Apostle Paul’s three 

Missionary Journeys.  Paul’s First Missionary Journey was undertaken in company with 

Barnabas (AD 48-49), and took them to Cyprus and part of Asia Minor.  Paul’s Second 

Missionary Journey, accompanied by Silas (AD 50-52), took them into Europe, where they 

ministered at Philippi in Macedonia.  Paul’s Third Missionary Journey was three years of 

ministry in Ephesus (AD 54-57).  Overcoming and casting out evil spirits was prominent in 

Jesus’ ministry, and also in the ministry of His Apostles. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Encounter with a Sorcerer:  Acts 13:4-12. 

A. Evil Influence of a Sorcerer, vv. 4-8. 

B. God’s Power Displayed, vv. 9-12. 

2. Confrontation with a Fortune-Teller:  Acts 16:16-18. 

A. Unwanted Confession of a Demoniac, vv. 16-17. 

B. The Demon Cast Out, v. 18. 

3. Christ Exalted Through Supernatural Manifestations:  Acts 19:11-20. 

A. Evil Spirits Cast Out, vv. 11-12. 

B. False Exorcists Exposed, vv. 13-20. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Encounter with a Sorcerer:  Acts 13:4-12. 

A. Evil Influence of a Sorcerer, vv. 4-8. 

1) While the leaders of the church at Antioch in Syria were fasting and 

praying, the Holy Spirit directed them to lay hands on Barnabas and Saul, 

to ordain them to go do the work to which the Holy Spirit had called 

them, Acts 13:1-3. 

2) Thus sent forth by the church and by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas and Paul 

traveled to Cyprus, the island home of Barnabas, Acts 4:36, to begin their 

evangelistic ministry.  

3) There, they ministered first to the city of Salamis, where they preached in 

the synagogues, proclaiming the word of God (the Gospel).  And here, for 

the first time, mention is made that John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, 

was with them to assist their ministry, v. 5.  

4) On this, his First Missionary Journey, Paul (called Saul), experienced an 

encounter with an evil spirit.  Having traveled across Cyprus, Barnabas 

and Paul arrived in the capital city of Paphos, v. 6.   

5) There they visited the governor (“deputy”) of Cyprus, a man named 

Sergius Paulus, because he had invited them to come proclaim the Gospel 

to him, v. 7. 

6) However, there was present with the governor, a Jew, who was a sorcerer 

and a false prophet, called Bar-jesus [Son of Joshua], vv. 6-7.  When 

Barnabas and Paul attempted to proclaim the Gospel to the governor, the 

sorcerer, whose name was also Elymas, interfered with their ministry 

seeking to turn the governor away from the Gospel, v. 8. 

7) We do not know how much knowledge Elymas had of the Christian 

Movement in general, or of the ministry of Barnabas and Paul on Cyprus, 

but it is obvious he was opposing their Gospel message that Jesus is the 

Messiah-Savior for all people.   

B. God’s Power Displayed, vv. 9-12. 

1) It is well-known to readers of the Acts of Apostles, that the given Hebrew 

name of the Apostle Paul was Saul.  It appears form what is said in verse 

9, that concurrent with the ministry of Barnabas and Paul to the governor 

Sergius Paulus, the man known as Saul, was hereafter known as Paul.   

2) There has been much speculation that Saul, whose Roman surname was 

Paulus, may have been a relative of Sergius Paulus, and decided during 

his ministry on Cyprus that he would henceforth be identified by his 

surname Paul, rather than by his Hebrew name Saul.  

3) Paul, “filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on” Elymas the sorcerer, to 

stop his from hindering the governor of Cyprus from hearing and 

believing the Gospel, v. 9. 



4) Notice, Paul did not take action against Elymas of his own initiative.  Paul 

was, filled with the Holy Spirit, and therefore inspired and directed by the 

Holy Spirit in the action he took against Elymas.   

5) Paul addressed Elymas (also Son of Joshua) as a “child of the devil”, v. 

10, full of deceit (subtlety) and fraud (mischief), and an enemy of all 

righteousness.  

6) The Apostle Paul rightly characterized this false prophet and sorcerer, 

because a sorcerer, because a sorcerer is one who claims to have powers 

obtained from evil spirits.  No good can come from a person in league 

with evil spirits.   

7) Therefore, Paul made it clear to all present that this evil man had invited 

God’s judgment against himself.  Then, Paul commanded Elymas to cease 

from perverting the right ways of the Lord.  And to make certain he did 

cease, Paul pronounced a curse upon him from the Lord, v. 11.   

8) Paul’s word was fulfilled, when “a mist, and a darkness” fell on Elymas, 

and he sought someone to lead him by the hand, v. 11.  The good result of 

this curse was, the governor, seeing this miracle, became a believer in the 

Gospel, being astonished at the power of the Gospel – “the doctrine of the 

Lord”, v. 12. 

9) Whatever the Lord Jesus calls and sends us by His Holy Spirit to do, He 

will also empower us by His Holy Spirit to do.  This is what we see in the 

ministry of Barnabas and Paul on Cyprus. 

10) One of the worst deceptions we can fall into as believers in Christ, 

and as ministers of the Gospel, is that we have learned how to be 

Christians, and we have learned how to do ministry without really 

depending on the Holy Spirit to empower us.   

11) Christians living and Christian ministry are endeavors in opposition 

to evil spiritual forces, and without the enabling power of the Holy Spirit 

to make us sufficient for Christlike living and Christian ministry, we will 

fail in both endeavors.   

2. Confrontation With A Fortune-Teller:  Acts 16:16-18. 

A. Unwanted Confession of a Demoniac, vv. 16-17. 

1) Guided by the Holy Spirit, and called by the Lord to do so (Acts 16:6-10), 

the Apostle Paul, accompanied by Silas, Timothy, and Luke, traveled to 

Philippi in Macedonia to teach and preach the Gospel, vv. 11-12. 

2) This was part of what is called the Apostle Paul’s Second Missionary 

Journey, and was his first venture into Europe, in response to what is 

popularly known among Christians as “The Macedonian Call.”  

3) Near Philippi, Paul and company met with a group of Jewish women 

praying by a river, to whom they proclaimed the Gospel.  Their first 

convert was Lydia, a wealthy and influential woman who opened her 



home as a base of operation for Paul and his companions while in 

Philippi, Acts 16:13-15. 

4) While Paul and his ministry colleagues were going to a place of prayer, a 

teenaged slave girl followed them, who had a spirit of divination, and was 

used by her masters (owners) to profit from her fortune telling.   

5) The local people believed the “spirit of divination”, v. 16, in this slave girl 

was the spirit of Python. A python is a very large snake that kills its prey 

by constriction.   

6) However, among the Greeks, Python was connected to the Greek city of 

Delphi, where the worshippers of Apollo believed he was embodied in a 

python, and the priestess at Delphi was believed to be possessed by 

Apollo and able to predict the future. 

7) Likewise, the slave girl at Philippi was believed to be possessed by the 

python spirit of Apollo, and could predict the future.  Sadly, this slave girl 

was demon possessed, and Paul and his company knew this.   

8) When the demon-possessed slave girl began following Paul and his 

colleagues, loudly declaring them to be “servants of the most high God, 

who show unto us the way of salvation”, v. 17, this was publicity Paul did 

not want.   

9) Paul did not want anyone to think or believe his ministry was in any way 

connected to the evil works of this slave girl.  Her words could do only 

harm to the ministry of Paul and his colleagues, and this is what Satan 

wanted.   

B. The Demon Cast Out, v. 18. 

1) The slave girl fortune-teller at Philippi followed Paul and his colleagues 

for “many days” with her unwanted publicity, before Paul acted to stop 

her.   

2) Finally, Paul was so “grieved [greatly annoyed]” by her persistent but 

unwanted publicity, he took action to stop her.  Paul confronted the 

demoniac in the power and authority of the name of Jesus Christ.  He 

rebuked and cast the demon out of the slave girl, and immediately she was 

freed from its power over her. 

3) Why did Paul wait so long to confront this demoniac?  It is possible the 

Lord did not permit him to do so until his ministry in Philippi was almost 

complete.   

4) As a result of this incident, the owners of the slave girl succeeded in 

having Paul and Silas beaten and jailed, and soon after their release the 

next day, Paul and his colleagues had to leave Philippi. 

5) Good things do not always immediately happen to God’s people because 

they do good thing.  Nevertheless, God brings good from bad things that 

happen to His people.   



6) For example, after Paul cast the demon out of the slave girl, her owners 

succeeded in having Paul and Silas beaten and imprisoned.  But at 

midnight, they prayed and sang praises to God, and God sent an 

earthquake to free Paul and Silas.  

7) As a result of this, the jailer and his whole household heard and believed 

the Gospel and were baptized as believers.  This gave the Christians a 

presence in Philippi that grew and endured to the end of Paul’s life and 

beyond.   

3. Christ Exalted Through Supernatural Manifestations:  Acts 19:11-20. 

A. Evil Spirits Cast Out, vv. 11-12. 

1) The Apostle Paul, traveling alone, arrived in Ephesus on his Third 

Missionary Journey.  He ministered there for three years, with what was 

possibly the greatest success of his entire lifetime.   

2) The Bible says, “God wrought special [unusual, exceptional] miracles by 

the hands of Paul” at Ephesus, v. 11. 

3) Miracles are, by their very nature, not happenings of an ordinary nature, 

but supernatural works of God.  However, the miracles God performed 

through Paul at Ephesus surpassed what was usual.  Verse 12 specially 

identifies these special miracles.   

4) They were miracles that occurred to people who came in contact with the 

handkerchiefs and aprons used by Paul in his employment as a tentmaker.  

This may have occurred at first as a coincidence of those who washed his 

handkerchiefs and aprons coming in contact with them, but then 

developed into an intentional ministry practice. 

5) However, it came about, the Bible states that, by means of contact with 

Paul’s handkerchiefs and aprons, “diseases departed” from those who 

were diseased, and “evil spirits went out” of those who were possessed by 

them.   

6) God gave success to Paul in winning people to faith in Christ, not only by 

the power and authority of his preaching, but also by the confirmation of 

the Gospel by miraculous healings and freeing people from demons.   

B. False Exorcists Exposed, vv. 13-20. 

1) This passage tells of a small group of vagabond (traveling) Jews who 

professed to be exorcists, attempting to mimic the ministry of Paul.  This 

group were seven sons of a Jewish chief priest named Sceva, v. 14. 

2) They tried to perform an exorcism by commanding, “By Jesus whom Paul 

preacheth”, v. 13, the demon to come out of a demon-possessed man.  The 

demon-possessed man, after replying, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but 

who are ye?” v. 15, so violently assaulted them, “they fled out of that 

house naked and wounded”, v. 16. 

3) As news of this happening spread among Jews and Gentiles in Ephesus, 

the result was that, many more people became believers in Jesus Christ, 



and so many abandoned their occult practices and burned their occult 

books, that the value of the books burned was reckoned to be 50,000 

days’ wages.  “So mightily grew the word of God [the Gospel] and 

prevailed”, v. 20. 

4) To be an effective force against the evil in this world, there is no 

substitute for the church worshiping and serving in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.   

5) The church will not overcome evil by doing the same things the world is 

doing, only doing it in a religious context.  The church has something the 

world does not have:  Jesus Christ, the Gospel, the power of the Holy 

Spirit, the possibility of a transformed life by faith in Jesus Christ, and 

eternal life through Jesus Christ.  These are the realities by which the 

church must overcome the evil in the world.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  The Acts of the Apostles is an account of the ministry of Jesus 

continued through His apostles and disciples.  This is also our calling that the ministry of 

Christ may continue through us.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Be alert and obedient to promptings of the Holy Spirit to pray for others, 

or to minister to others.   

 


