
Adult School of Ministry 
 

New Unit:  Celebrating Advent 

 

Lesson for Sunday, December 4, 2022 (Lesson #1)  

 

The Savior’s Coming Foretold:  The prophets foretold the coming of 

Jesus, the Messiah-Savior.                        

 
Scriptures:  Genesis 3:6-15; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; John 1:45-49; Luke 18:31-33; Acts 13:13-16, 

32-38.                                        

  

The Lesson Overview:  this is the first in a series of four lessons devoted to Advent.  The 

word “advent”, by definition, simply means “the coming” of a person or event.  In this 

lesson, and in Christian doctrine, the Advent means the coming (the birth) of the incarnate 

God the Son in the person of the baby Jesus.  As observed by most Christians, Advent refers 

to the four Sundays preceding Christmas Day, when attention is given in public worship to 

the birth of Jesus, the Messiah-Savior whom God sent to save sinners.  This lesson on Advent 

is focused on Old Testament prophecies that Jesus Christ would come, and the fulfillment 

that Jesus Christ would come, and the fulfillment of those prophecies as told in the New 

Testament.   

 

Historical Background:  All of the Old Testament prophecies that foretold the coming of 

Jesus the Messiah, from the first one in Genesis 3:15, to the last one in Malachi 3:1; 4:5, are 

the historical-literary background for this lesson, and for the whole New Testament.  Some 

misinformed “Christians” play down the importance of the Old Testament, as though we can 

have Christianity with only the New Testament.  The fact is, without the Old Testament that 

foretold the coming of the Messiah, there would be no Jesus Christ, no Gospel, no New 

Testament, no Church, and no Christianity.  The Old Testament is essential for our 

confidence in the New Testament and our faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. We Need A Savior:  Genesis 3:6-15. 

A. Beginning of Human Sinfulness, vv. 6-13. 

B. Hope for Redemption From Sin, vv. 14-15. 

2. God Promised A Savior:  Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; John 1:45-49. 

A. The Savior’s Coming Foretold, Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7. 

B. The Savior Recognized, John 1:45-49. 

3. Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled:  Luke 18:31-33; Acts 13:13-16, 32-38. 



A. Things Written, To Be Accomplished, Luke 18:31-33. 

B. God’s Promise, Made and Kept, Acts 13:13-16, 32-38. 

 

Discussing the Lesson: 

1. We Need A Savior:  Genesis 3:6-15. 

A. Beginning of Human Sinfulness, 3:6-13. 

1) That humans are sinful is an indisputable fact.  Here, the Bible tells, how 

the first humans, who were created “very good” by God (Genesis 1:31), 

became sinners.   

2) In the garden in Eden, where God placed Adam and Eve, the first man and 

woman, to live, there was one tree, the fruit of which God forbade them to 

eat, and He warned them that if they ate of it, they would “surely die”, 

Genesis 2:17; 3:3.   

3) This tree was the means by which God tested whether Adam and Eve 

would choose to believe and obey His Word, or to disbelieve and disobey 

His Word.  

4) God did not tempt them to sin, but untested belief and obedience are, 

essentially, of no significance, since they do not prove one’s choice of 

what is good.   

5) When Eve concluded God’s Word was not true, she decided to eat the 

forbidden fruit, and shared it with her husband, v. 6.  Eve decided the 

forbidden tree “was good for food,” because it was pleasant to see, and, 

according to what the serpent had told her, it was to be desired to make 

her and Adam wise “as gods, knowing good and evil”, v. 5. 

6) The sin of Adam and Eve was not sexual intercourse.  From the time of 

their creation, God commanded them to “Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish [fill] the earth” with their offspring, Genesis 1:28.   

7) The required them to engage in sexual intercourse.  The first sin was a 

simple act of disbelief and disobedience of God’s commandment, by 

eating fruit from a tree of which God had said, “You shall not eat of it”, 

Genesis 2:17.   

8) Adam and Eve did not immediately die for disobeying God, but they 

immediately lost their innocents, v. 7.  And, as verses 8-13 tell, they were 

immediately held accountable by God, and punished, for the sin they had 

committed. 

9) As a consequence of Adam’s sin (the representative head of the human 

race), the whole human race was concluded under sin and made subject to 

death, Romans 5:12-14.   

10) Therefore, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, 

Romans 3:23.  Because all have sinned, and all die, we need a Savior to 

save us from sin and death.  That Savior is Jesus Christ. 

 



B. Hope for Redemption From Sin, Genesis 3:14-15. 

1) God judged Adam and Eve for their sin, and He also judged the serpent 

for deceiving Eve and tempting her to sin.  While Christians believe the 

judgment of God, v. 15, was directed specifically against Satan, who used 

the serpent to deceive and tempt Eve, it is also believed God’s judgment 

against the serpent, “upon thy belly shalt thou go”, v. 14, is a sign of 

God’s judgment against the serpent for being used by Satan to tempt Eve.   

2) Verse 15 is of particular interest to Christians, because it is the first 

promise in the Bible that God would send a Savior (Jesus the Messiah) to 

redeem humans from sin and death.   

3) This promise is the beginning of prophecy….It applies to the whole 

arrangement of Divine mercy, and foretells struggle and suffering, leading 

to final victory, in man’s conflict with evil, Romans 16:20.   

4) But its primary fulfillment is seen in the Second Adam [Jesus Christ], 

who was ‘born of woman,’ that, by His humiliation and death, He might 

triumph over Satan, Hebrews 2:14-16; 1 John 3:8, (Irwin’s Bible 

Commentary).  Only Jesus was the “seed [offspring]” of the woman, 

without an earthly father, see Luke 1:26-35. 

5) The presence of evil, and the existence of Satan, in a world created by 

God, is a mystery for which we do not have complete answers.  

Nevertheless, the Bible is very clear about how humans became sinful, 

and very clear about what God has done through Jesus Christ to provide 

salvation from sin and death for humans. 

6) People who will not turn loose of their anger toward God for allowing 

evil, Satan, and suffering to exist in this world, fall to take hold of the 

provision God has made for their personal salvation from sin, evil, and 

death.   

7) The promise of God through Jesus Christ is that, ultimately, all that is evil 

will be abolished, and all who trust in Christ for salvation will live in a 

world without evil and suffering.  For our own well-being, here and in the 

hereafter, we are wise to hold fast to this promise of God.   

2. God Promised A Savior:  Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; John 1:45-49. 

A. The Savior’s Coming Foretold, Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7. 

1) In the Old Testament, messianic prophecies are passages of Scripture 

which foretold the coming of Jesus the Messiah.  There are more 

messianic prophecies in the Book of Isaiah, than in any other Old 

Testament book, and they predate the birth of Jesus by a little more than 

700 years.   

2) The prophecy in Isaiah 7:14, foretelling the virgin-birth of the Messiah, is 

embedded in a statement made by Isaiah to Ahaz, king of Judah, 741-726 

BC.  Ahaz was an evil king who did not serve the Lord, and did not want 

to either hear or believe the word of the Lord.   



3) Therefore, Isaiah 7:14 is part of Isaiah’s rebuke of Ahaz for refusing to 

accept a sign from the Lord that Judah would not be destroyed by the 

Syrians and Israel.  While this is the context of the prophecy, its content 

allows it to stand alone as a messianic prophecy.   

4) First, this messianic prophecy, as it is found in Hebrew, and as it is cited 

in the New Testament in Greek, Matthew 1:23, has a definite article 

before the word for virgin.   

5) Therefore, in more recent English versions, the words in Isaiah 7:14 and 

Matthew 1:21 are translated, not “a virgin,” but as “the virgin.”  There has 

been only one “the virgin” who gave birth to “a son,” and that was Mary, 

the mother of Jesus.   

6) The virgin’s son is identified as “Immanuel,” which means, “God is with 

us.”  In the Gospel of Matthew, 1:23, this prophecy is cited as referring 

specifically to Jesus the Messiah, in whom God became incarnate and 

lived among us.   

7) The birth of “a child...a son,” foretold in Isaiah 9:6-7, is the same as the 

son born of the virgin, Isaiah 7:14.  The prophecy is Isaiah 9:6-7 is that 

the child would be born to govern, and He is given names signifying His 

deity: “Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace”, v. 6.   

8) He is said to preside “upon the throne of David, and upon his 

kingdom…even forever”, v. 7.  This everlasting kingdom, the kingdom of 

God and Christ, is characterized by peace, justice, and righteousness.   

B. The Savior Recognized, John 1:45-49. 

1) Phillip and Nathanael were two of the first disciples of Jesus and were 

later chosen by Him to be Apostles.  After Jesus commanded Philip. 

“Follow Me”, v. 43, Philip found Nathanael, and described Jesus to him 

as the one about whom Moses and the Prophets had written, v. 45.   

2) At first, Nathanael found it unlikely that Jesus was the Messiah, because 

Jesus was from Nazareth, v. 46, but after meeting Jesus, vv. 47-48, 

Nathanael came to the conclusion that Jesus was the Messiah.   

3) Nathanael has the distinction of being the first of Jesus’ disciples to make 

the confession regarding Him, “Thou art the Son of God, Thou art the 

King of Israel”, v. 49.  Both Philip and Nathanael believed Jesus fulfilled 

the messianic prophecies in the Old Testament.   

4) The Apostles and disciples of Jesus who were the first to preach and teach 

the Gospel after Jesus’ ascension, did not have a New Testament from 

which to preach and teach.  

5) They had their own experience of hearing and knowing Jesus, and they 

had the Old Testament.  They testified of what they had heard and seen of 

Jesus, but they had to substantiate their preaching and teaching with the 



Word of God (the Holy Scriptures), and the only Holy Scriptures they had 

were the Old Testament.   

6) Think about this: How well would you do if you had to proclaim and 

teach the Gospel form the Old Testament? 

3. Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled:  Luke 18:31-33; Acts 13:13-16, 32-38. 

A. Things Written, To Be Accomplished, Luke 18:31-33. 

1) When Jesus spoke these words to the Twelve, was probably little more 

than a week before Jesus was crucified, as He was leading the Twelve on 

His last journey to Jerusalem, Luke 9:51. 

2) For about eight months, Jesus had been telling the Twelve what would 

happen to Him at Jerusalem, culminating in His death and resurrection, 

Matthew 16:21.   

3) Now, He told them again, saying, “all things that are written by the 

prophets concerning the Son of Man [the Messiah] shall be 

accomplished”, Luke 18:31. 

4) Because He was God the Son, Jesus knew what was going to happen to 

Him in Jerusalem, but He spoke to the Twelve of knowing these things 

because they were written (foretold) by the prophets of God in the Old 

Testament Scriptures.   

5) What Jesus knew as God, was consistent with what God had revealed in 

His Word through the prophets, and what they had written about the 

sufferings, death, and resurrection of the Messiah, vv. 32-33.   

6) Jesus knew all about these things, and the Twelve should have known, 

because Jesus had been telling them of these things for months.   

B. God’s Promise Made and Kept, Acts 13:13-16, 32-38. 

1) Paul and Barnabas, accomplished by John Mark, were on what is called 

“Paul’s First Missionary Journey”, AD 48-49.  They had traveled across 

Cypress, and then, by ship, arrived on the coast of Asia Minor, v. 13.   

2) There, John departed from them and returned to Jerusalem.  Afterwards, 

Paul and Barnabas traveled on to Antioch, in the province of Pisidia, and 

entered the synagogue there, v. 14.   

3) Responding to an invitation to address the congregation, v. 15, Paul stood, 

v. 16, spent some time reviewing Israel’s history and the ministry of John 

the Baptist, and then began telling the congregation about Jesus the 

Messiah.   

4) Paul declared Jesus to be the one who fulfilled the promise God made to 

Israel to send the Messiah, as told in the Old Testament, vv. 32-38.  

Speaking to an audience of Jews and devout Gentiles who valued the Old 

Testament Scriptures as the Word of God, Paul knew his preaching the 

“glad tidings”, v. 32, that Jesus is the promised Messiah, to be convincing, 

had to be based on Holy Scripture.   



5) We who are believers in Christ are witnesses of who He is and what He 

has done.  Unlike the first witnesses of Christ, we have not seen the 

incarnate Son of God, but we are no less His witnesses.  

6) We have a testimony of our personal experience of Jesus Christ’s love, 

grace, and Spirit; and we also need an adequate knowledge of what both 

the Old and New Testaments say about Jesus being the Messiah, the Son 

of God, the only Savior of sinners.   

7) In witnessing of Christ, it is important that our faith in Him be firmly built 

on the witness of God’s Word about who He is.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Our calling to follow Jesus Christ is also a calling to read, study, hear, 

believe, and obey the Holy Scriptures.  Jesus’ life and ministry were based on Holy Scripture, 

and so must ours be.   

 

Ministry in Action: With all the various means of communication available today, there are 

more voices than ever before, denying that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and the Savior 

of sinners.  As believers in Christ, we must be united and determined in our witness that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and the Savior of sinners.   

 

 

 


