
Adult School of Ministry - Merry Christmas! 
 

Lesson for Sunday, December 25, 2022 (Lesson #4) NO SOM Today.   

Christmas Family Service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Responding to Christ’s Coming:  Christ’s coming calls us to respond to 

Him with worshipful obedience.   

 
Scriptures:  Luke 2:21-38.                                        

  

The Lesson Overview:  This Christmas lesson is based entirely on the Gospel by Luke.  The 

events told in this lesson occurred eight days after Jesus was born, when He was circumcised, 

and then, 40 days after Jesus was born, when He was presented in the Temple by Joseph and 

Mary.  In this Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to destroy the 

Law, or the Prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill”, Matthew 5:17.  When Jesus 

was an infant, His devout Jewish parents fulfilled the Law of Moses for Him, by having Him 

circumcised, and later, by presenting Him in the Temple as a firstborn son, to pay for His 

redemption from priestly service in the Temple. 

 

Historical Background:  To see the whole Christmas story, as told by Matthew and Luke, it is 

essential to arrange all the parts of the story in chronological order.  In Christmas pageants, 

all the events related to Jesus’ birth are, of necessity, compressed into a concise and relatively 

brief presentation.  The reality is, all the events preceding, surrounding, and following Jesus’ 

birth, as told by Matthew and Luke, spanned at least four to five years.  After Jesus was born, 

Joseph and Mary, and Jesus continued residing in the vicinity of Bethlehem a year and a half 

or more, and after that, they were, by God’s direction, in Egypt a year or more before 

returning to Nazareth, Matthew 2:13-15, 19-21.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Joseph and Mary Obey:  Luke 2:21-24. 

A. Jesus Circumcised and Named, v. 21. 

B. Jesus Presented to God, vv. 22-24. 

2. Simeon Praises God:  Luke 2:25-35. 

A. Simeon Waiting for the Messiah, vv. 25-27. 

B. Simeon’s Prayer and Prophecy, vv. 28-35. 

3. Anna Proclaims Christ:  Luke 2:36-38. 

A. Anna Servant of God, vv. 36-37. 

B. Anna’s Thanksgiving and Witness, v. 38. 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Joseph and Mary Obey:  Luke 2:21-24. 

A. Jesus Circumcised and Named, v. 21. 

1) As God commanded Abraham to do (Genesis 17:9-14), it was, and still is, 

the religious practice of devout Jews to circumcise their male children 

when they are eight days old. 

2) In keeping with this religious practice, Jesus was circumcised and named 

on the eighth day after His birth.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said 

He came “to fulfill” the Law and the Prophets, Matthew 5:17; that is, to 

fulfill the Old Testament Scriptures.   

3) When Jesus was a baby, unable to fulfill the Law Himself, his devout 

Jewish parents fulfilled the Law for Him, by having Him circumcised.  

Jesus was the only person who ever lived who perfectly fulfilled the law 

of God.   

4) Jesus did this for our sakes, so we could, by putting our trust in Him as 

our Savior and Lord, be saved from sin and death by His righteousness.  

No person can be justified (saved from sin and death) by obeying the 

Law, but only by the righteousness of Christ, Romans 3:19-21; 5:1; 8:1-4; 

10:4; 13:10. 

5) The fact that Jesus was circumcised according to Jewish religious law, 

informs and reminds us that Jesus was a Jew, born into a devout Jewish 

family; and He lived in this world, conducted His ministry, and died for 

our sins on the cross, being a devout Jew. 

6) The incarnate Son of God lived in this world as a devout Jew, but He is 

made by God for all people, the only Savior of sinners, Acts 4:12.  This is 

important for understanding what is meant, when we speak of the Judeo-

Christian (Biblical) moral and ethical values share by Christians and Jews.   

7) All of the moral and ethical commandments of God in the Old Testament 

are repeated in the New Testament for Christians to obey, but with the 

understanding our salvation is obtained by grace, through faith in Jesus 

Christ, not by doing good works, Ephesians 2:8-10. 

8) Based on Scripture and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, representatives of 

the early church, meeting in Jerusalem, concluded that circumcision is a 

religious ritual not required to be saved, Acts 15:1; 11, 22-29. 

9) In obedience to the command of God given to Mary by the angel Gabriel, 

Luke 1:31, and in obedience to the command of God given to Joseph by 

an angel speaking to him in a dream, Matthew 1:21, Joseph and Mary 

named their eight-day old baby boy “JESUS.” 

10) The name Jesus (Joshua in Hebrew) means “the Lord is salvation,” 

Numbers 13:16; 1 Chronicles 7:27.  Thus, the name Jesus signifies He is 

the Savior of sinners, Matthew 1:21.   



11) The name Jesus informs and reminds us that the Son of God was 

made flesh and came into the world to save sinner, 1 Timothy 1:15.   

B. Jesus Presented to God, vv. 22-24. 

1) In obedience to the law of Moses, Mary came to the temple in Jerusalem 

40 days after Jesus was born, to undergo a religious purification ritual 

(Leviticus 12:1-8.  

2) At the same time, the baby Jesus was presented in the Temple, because 

He was a firstborn son, to pay five shekels (five days’ wages) to the 

presiding priest, to redeem Jesus from priestly service in the Temple.   

This redemption of firstborn sons of the Jews was required by the law of 

Moses (Exodus 13; 1-2, 11-13; 22:29; Numbers 3:11-13, 44-47).   

3) Again, Joseph and Mary fulfilled the law of Moses for Jesus, when, 

because He was a baby, He could not fulfill the Law Himself.   

4) Soon after the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, God commanded that 

all the firstborn male children of the Israelites be dedicated to God, and 

that, all the firstborn males of their animals fit for sacrifice, be offered to 

God in sacrifice.   

5) The purpose of this practice was to serve as a remembrance that the lives 

of the firstborn sons and male animals of the Israelites were not killed by 

the death angel, when the firstborn sons and male animals of the 

Egyptians were killed by the death angel.    

6) However, later, during their 40-years stay in the Sinai Peninsula, God 

commanded Moses to take the males of the tribe of Levi, and their 

animals, as substitutes for the firstborn men and animals of all the other 

tribes of Israel.   

7) This brought about the practice of redeeming firstborn sons and firstborn 

animals.  In Hebrew, the word for firstborn means a male.   

8) Jesus plainly taught that the place of worship is not as important as the 

attitude in which we worship, John 4:21-24.  Nevertheless, the Temple 

occupied an important place in the life of Jesus.   

9) He was taken there as an infant, and annually by His parents while 

growing up, and was found there at 12 years of age, hearing and asking 

the doctors questions, Luke 2:40-49.   

10) Then, during His public ministry, Jesus taught daily in the Temple 

when He was in Jerusalem, Luke 22:52-53; and twice, near the beginning 

of His public ministry, John 2:13-16, and only days before His 

crucifixion, Luke 19:45-46, Jesus cleansed the Temple of those who were 

not showing reverence for it as a house of worship devoted to God.   

11) Our church buildings, our houses of worship, are important 

gathering places for the worship of God, and to strengthen the ties we 

have one to another as a community of believers in Jesus Christ.   



12) Spiritually important events in the life of Jesus occurred in the 

Temple that could not occur anywhere else.  For us, spiritually important 

events in our lives occur when we are gathered in our churches (houses of 

worship), that will not occur anywhere else.   

13) For this reason, we ought not forsake the assembling of ourselves 

together for corporate worship and fellowship, Hebrews 10:25. 

2. Simeon Praises God:  Luke 2:25-35. 

A. Simeon: Waiting for the Messiah, vv. 25-27. 

1) At the time Jesus was born, there was an elderly godly man named 

Simeon living in Jerusalem, “and the Holy Ghost was upon him”, v. 25, 

which means he was filled with the Holy Spirit.   

2) For a long time, he had been waiting for (expecting) the coming of the 

Messiah, and the Holy Spirit had revealed to him that he would not die 

before he had seen God’s Messiah, v. 26.   

3) When Joseph and Mary brought the 40-day old baby Jesus to the Temple, 

the Holy Spirit led Simeon to also go to the Temple at the same time.   

4) There have been attempts to identify this Simeon with persons of that 

name, living at that time, mentioned in extra-Biblical Jewish literature, 

but the fact is, all we know about this Simeon is what is told here in the 

Gospel by Luke. 

5) Simeon’s age is not mentioned, but the account about him given here, 

suggests he was a very old man.  The most important things to know 

about Simeon are that he was “just and devout,” a good man devoted to 

serving God; he was empowered, taught, and guided by the Holy Spirit; 

and he was expecting the arrival of the Messiah-Savior whom the Old 

Testament Scriptures had said God would send to Israel to bless all 

nation.   

B. Simeon’s Prayer and Prophecy, vv. 28-35.  

1) Informed by the Holy Spirit, Simeon immediately recognized Jesus as the 

Messiah, v. 28.  After praying that God would give to him a dismissal 

from his earthly life, now that he had seen the Messiah, v. 29, the rest of 

Simeon’s prayer, vv. 30-32, clearly identified Jesus as the Messiah and 

Savior, who would bring salvation for all people. 

2) This baby would be “a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 

[God’s] people Israel,” v. 32.   

3) Seeing Joseph and Mary amazed at his words about Jesus, Simeon turned 

his attention to the, and blessed them, v. 33.  Then, Simeon prophesied the 

future of opposition and suffering awaiting Jesus, v. 34 that would cause 

Mary much grief, v. 35.   

4) “Mary’s faith, as well as her maternal feelings, would be most severely 

tested by the trials, the sufferings, and the death of her Divine Son”, 

[Irwin’s Bible Commentary]. 



5) Jesus was in the shadow of the cross from the day He was born until the 

day He was crucified, dying there for the sins of the whole world, 1 John 

2:2.  

6) Simeon said Jesus would be the cause of “the fall and rising again of 

many in Israel,” v. 34.  It is thought this may have been a reference to the 

fact that Jesus became, spiritually speaking, a stone over which many 

stumbles and fell in unbelief, Isaiah 8:14-15; 28:16; Matthew 21:42-44, 

while others made Him the stone, the firm foundation, on which they built 

their lives by faith in Him, Matthew 7:24-27; 1 Peter 2:5-8.   

7) Simeon also said Jesus would be “for a sign…spoken against,” v. 34.  In 

Scripture, a sign usually means evidence of the presence and work of 

God.   

8) Jesus, being God incarnate, was the ultimate sign (evidence) of God’s 

presence and work in the world, yet He was spoken against and opposed 

unto death.   

9) However, Simeon said Jesus’ sufferings would result in “the thoughts of 

many hearts being revealed,” v. 35.  “Nothing shows more clearly the 

state of a person’s heart, than the way in which he [or she] regards and 

treats the Savior and His work”, [Irwin’s Bible Commentary].   

3. Anna Proclaims Christ:  Luke 2:36-38. 

A. Anna: Servant of God, vv. 36-37. 

1) The temple for the Jews at Jerusalem, built by Herod the Great around the 

temple built by Zerubbabel after the Captivity, was a very large structure 

with living quarters in it.  Anna, who was a prophetess, v. 36, when she 

was widowed after seven years of marriage, decided to devote her life 

entirely to the Lord.   

2) So she took up residence in the Temple, where she “served God with 

fastings and prayers night and day,” v. 37.  We cannot be certain about 

whether she was 84 years of age or had been a widow 84 years, v. 37, but 

she had, for a very long time, been known and respected by devout Jews 

who came to the Temple to worship.   

B. Anna’s Thanksgiving and Witness, v. 38. 

1) Anna also saw the 40-day-old baby Jesus when He was brought to the 

Temple.  Like Simeon, Anna also gave thanks to God for Jesus, and 

identified Him as the Messiah-Savior for all who were looking for 

redemption in Jerusalem.   

2) The implication in this verse of Scripture is that, Anna was a continuing 

witness to those who came to the Temple to worship, that the Messiah, 

who would bring redemption from sin, had come in the person of Jesus.   

3) The people of God used for introducing His Son into the worlds were all 

godly people.  They were devout Jews, sincerely devoted to God.  This 

was true of the parents of John the Baptist, Zacharias and Elisabeth, 



Joseph and Mary, and Simeon and Anna.  God uses people who are 

devoted to Him to accomplish His purposes in the world.   

4) When we are saved from sin by Jesus Christ, our response should be the 

kind of devotion to serving God, the people had whom He used to 

introduce His Son into the world.   

5) To be used of God for His glory, in service to Jesus Christ, and in 

Christlike ministry to others, it is essential that we be sincerely devoted to 

God.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Being disciples of Jesus Christ means we are spiritually disciplined 

people, who practice such spiritual disciplines as learning and living by the Word of God, 

continuing in prayer, and using our time, abilities, and resources to serve Christ and others.  

The world thinks of disciplined behavior as having determined self-control, but being a 

disciple of Christ means we submit ourselves daily to the control of Christ’s Word, grace and 

Holy Spirit.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Knowing Jesus as our Savior and Lord, a most important way of 

responding to the birth of the Son of God (the Advent), is by using opportunities to testify of 

our faith in Christ to those who have not yet accepted Him as Savior and Lord.  Let us be 

wise about doing this, by asking the Holy Spirit to help us know when and how.   

 

 

 


