
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, December 19, 2021  

 

The Savior Is Born (Christmas Lesson): Jesus was born to be the Savior 

of the World. 

 
Scriptures:  Luke 2:1-38.         

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is about the birth of Jesus as told in the Gospel of Luke, 

chapter 2.  The Scripture for this lesson covers a span of time from several days before Jesus 

was born, to about six weeks after He was born.  Luke tells that Jesus was born in the little 

town of Bethlehem, in the Roman province of Judea; and how, by God’s sovereign 

providence, Joseph and Mary happened to be in Bethlehem when Jesus was born.  He also 

tells of the shepherds who were informed by an angel of Jesus’ birth, and went immediately 

to Bethlehem and found Him.  The last part of the lesson is about crucial events in the life of 

the holy family eight days and forty days after Jesus was born.   

 

Historical Background:  It is well-known to those who know the Christmas story, that Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem, about five miles south of Jerusalem.  In the time of Jesus, Bethlehem 

was located on a major trade route that ran south from Jerusalem to Hebron, and from 

Hebron to Egypt.  Bethlehem’s claim to fame in the time of Jesus was as the birthplace of 

King David, regarded to this day among the Jews as the greatest King of ancient Israel.  

Today, Bethlehem’s greatest claim to fame is as the birthplace of Jesus Christ.  According to 

Old Testament prophecy, it was essential that the Messiah, the heir to David’s throne, be 

born in the same town where David was born.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Humble Birth:  Luke 2:1-7. 

A. From Nazareth to Bethlehem, vv. 1-4. 

B. Jesus, Born in Bethlehem, vv. 5-7. 

2. Angelic Announcement:  Luke 2:8-20. 

A. Shepherds Hear Good News, vv. 8-14. 

B. Shepherds Find The Savior, v. 15-20. 

3. Seeing God’s Salvation:  Luke 2:21-38. 

A. Jesus, the Savior, vv. 21-35. 

B. Jesus, the Redeemer, vv. 36-38. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Humble Birth:  Luke 2:1-7. 

A. From Nazareth to Bethlehem, vv. 1-4. 

1) When Mary became pregnant with Jesus, both she and Joseph were 

residents of Nazareth in Galilee, about 70 miles north of Bethlehem in 

Judea.   

2) Luke explains how, by God’s providence, Jesus came to be born in 

Bethlehem, in fulfilment of the prophecy that the Messiah would be born 

there, Micah 5:2.   

3) Both Joseph and Mary were descendants of King David.  Therefore, when 

Caesar Augustus, the ruler of the Roman Empire, issued a decree that a 

census be taken for the purpose of taxing “all the world”, v. 1, every 

person was required to return to his or her native town to be counted.  

4) Both Joseph and Mary, being “of the house and lineage of David”, v. 4, 

were requested by Caesar’s decree to return to Bethlehem.   

5) God rules over all events and rulers in this world, and He does whatever 

He wills to do to bring His will to pass.  Caesar Augustus had no 

knowledge of the fact that he issued his decree for the census and taxation 

at precisely the right time to fulfill God’s Word that the Messiah would be 

born in Bethlehem.   

6) In this world, where we can feel so helpless in the fact of events and the 

deeds of people which we have no control, it is encouraging to know God 

rules over all. 

B. Jesus, Born in Bethlehem, vv. 5-7. 

1) The Christmas story, as told by Luke, is a true story.  It is history.  Joseph 

and Mary were real people.  The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem 

took from five to seven days, traveling on foot and by donkey.   

2) This long and difficult trip came at a most inconvenient time for Mary.  

She was pregnant with Jesus and nearing the time for Him to be born.  

“And so it was”, v. 6, that soon after Joseph and Mary arrived in 

Bethlehem, Jesus was born. 

3) Because the little hometown of David was crowded with people who had 

traveled to Bethlehem to be counted for taxation, lodging was scarce.   

4) Luke states simply, matter-of-factly, that Jesus was born, wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, and lain in a manger, “because there was no room for 

them [Joseph, Mary, and Jesus] in the inn”, v. 7.   

5) The traditional understanding of this is that, there was no room for the 

holy family in the local inn for travelers.  However, the word inn occurs 

only two times in the New Testament, and both times in the Gospel of 

Luke.   

6) In Jesus’ story about the Good Samaritan, the Samaritan brought the 

injured man to an inn, obviously a place of lodging for travelers, and the 



Greek word used for inn is “pandocheion”, Luke 10:34.  In contrast to 

this, the Greek word used in Luke 2:7 for inn is “katalumati”, meaning the 

guest room in a family home.  

7) Many of the houses of Bethlehem in the time of Jesus were built into the 

mouths of the limestone caves in the area.  The cave at the back of such a 

house was the shelter for household animals at night and during bad 

weather. 

8) It is likely that Joseph and Mary sought lodging with relatives in 

Bethlehem, but the guest room had already been taken, so Jesus was born 

in the cave at the back of the house and laid in the feed trough for the 

animals, cut into the floor. 

9) For ordinary people in the time of Jesus, the fact that a baby was born in a 

cave for animals at the back of a family residence would have evoked 

little notice, but over the course of passing time, this has become one of 

the most important aspects of the Christmas story. 

10) Jesus, the Messiah and Son of God, was born in a small town 

hardly noticed by the world, but rich in sacred history and prophetic 

promise.   

11) The King of the Jews was not born in Jerusalem, nor in Rome, but 

in little Bethlehem, showing that “God hath chosen the weak things of the 

world to confound the things which are mighty”, 1 Corinthians 1:27. 

12) Let us thank and praise God for the fact that Jesus was born in a 

stable and laid in a manger.  This has become a sign to the whole world, 

to all people, of His humble birth.   

13) The stable and the manger were adequate shelter for Mary and 

Jesus, since there was no room for them in the inn.  However, God used 

this circumstance to send the message to the whole world that Jesus Christ 

identifies with those in humble circumstances, and God chooses to dwell 

with those who have “a contrite and humble spirit”, Isaiah 57:15. 

2. Angelic Announcement:  Luke 2:8-20. 

A. Shepherds Hear Good News, vv. 8-14. 

1) While shepherds were at the bottom of the social ladder in Jesus’ time, 

several of the most prominent people in the history of ancient Israel were 

shepherds:  Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Moses and David.   

2) Also, in His teaching, Jesus spoke highly of shepherds because of their 

devotion to caring for their sheep, and He identified Himself as “the good 

shepherd”, John 10:11, who would give His life for His sheep (His 

people). 

3) The fact that God sent His angel to announce to shepherds the birth of 

Jesus the Messiah, is indicative of God’s interest in helping poor and 

powerless people.   



4) It is believed by many Christians that the shepherds to whom the angel 

announced the birth of Jesus were in the “Shepherds’ Field” east of 

Bethlehem, and they were the keepers of the sheep for the daily Temple 

sacrifices. 

5) If so, these shepherds were likely well-informed about the Old Testament 

prophecies foretelling the coming of the Messiah, and would have had a 

special appreciation for having Jesus identified to them by an angel as the 

promised Messiah.  

6) The angel told the shepherds that evidence (a sign) of the Savior’s identity 

would be found in the fact that, they would “find the babe in swaddling 

clothes lying in a manger”, v. 12. 

7) When the angel had finished speaking, a multitude of angels joined him, 

“praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men”, v. 14.Luke does not say the angels were 

singing, but virtually everyone who reads this verse of Scripture 

immediately concludes they were singing. 

B. Shepherds Find the Savior, vv. 15-20. 

1) After hearing the angelic announcement of the birth of the Messiah-

Savior, the shepherds responded with faith and went immediately to 

Bethlehem. 

2) The “Shepherds Field,” where it is believed they heard the angelic 

announcement, is less than a mile east of Bethlehem, so they did not have 

far to go see Jesus.   

3) Arriving in Bethlehem, they doubtlessly made inquiries of the residents, 

which led them to the place where they “found Mary, and Joseph, and the 

babe lying in a manger”, v. 16.   

4) Having seen the new born infant, identified to them by the angel as the 

Savior for all people, v. 10, the shepherds departed, testifying to those 

they encountered about the angelic message they had received regarding 

the infant Jesus. 

5) People were made to wonder about what the shepherds told them, “but 

Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart”, v. 19.  When 

the shepherds returned to their employment in the fields, they were 

continually praising God for all they had heard and seen regarding Jesus, 

v. 20. 

6) Real faith is demonstrated by a positive response to what is believed. The 

shepherds believed the words of the angel, and they responded by finding 

the Savior.  The Gospel calls us to make a positive response to Jesus 

Christ, to believe Him, and live for Him, as our Savior and Lord.  

7) Those who do this are continually filled with awe and joy at the 

realization of who Jesus is.  Knowing Jesus as the eternal Son of God, 



who is also our Savior and Lord, we feel compelled, as the shepherds 

were, to “make known abroad” that He is the Savior every person needs.  

3. Seeing God’s Salvation:  Luke 2:21-38. 

A. Jesus, the Savior, vv. 21-35. 

1) As devout Jews, Joseph and Mary, in keeping with Jewish practice, had 

Jesus circumcised on the eight day after His birth, v. 21.  At the same 

time, obeying the instruction given to Mary by the angel Gabriel, Luke 

1:31, and given to Joseph in a dream, Matthew 1:21, they named their 

eight-day-old son Jesus.   

2) This name signified that He would be the Savior of sinners. The 

circumcision of Jesus was part of His fulfilling all the law of Moses, 

Matthew 5:17. 

3) Forty days after giving birth to a male child, a ritual of purification was 

required of an Israelite woman by the law of Moses, v. 22; Leviticus 12:1-

8.  At the same time, if she had given birth to a firstborn son, he was to be 

presented to the Lord for redemption from service as a priest, and for this 

purpose, the father paid five shekels (five day’s wages) to the Priest, v. 

23; Exodus 13:1-2; 11-15; Numbers 3:40-51; Leviticus 27:6. 

4) To perform these duties, Joseph and Mary came with Jesus to the Temple, 

nearby in Jerusalem.   

5) Simeon, an elderly devout Jew in Jerusalem, waiting for the coming of the 

Messiah, had been told by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 

seeing the Messiah.   

6) He was led by the Holy Spirit into the Temple at the same time Joseph 

and Mary brought Jesus into the Temple.  Simeon immediately 

recognized Jesus as the promised Messiah, and declared to God, “mine 

eyes have Thy salvation”, v. 30.   

7) Simeon prophesied that Jesus would be the Savior for all people, vv. 31-

32.  He pronounced a blessing on Joseph and Mary, but also prophesied of 

the opposition Jesus would face, resulting in a tragedy that would inflict 

severe hurt on Mary, vv. 34-35. 

B. Jesus, the Redeemer, vv. 36-38. 

1) Another who recognized the infant Jesus in the Temple as the Messiah-

Savior was an elderly, godly widow, the prophetess Anna.  She, like 

Simeon, was a devout Jew, whose life was characterized by fasting and 

praying day and night.   

2) Her response to seeing Jesus was much like that of Simeon.  She 

recognized Jesus as the Redeemer, and gave thanks to God for Him.  

Afterwards, for the rest of her life, she continued speaking about Jesus to 

people who were looking for redemption.  She identified Jesus as the 

Redeemer of sinners from sin’s bondage.   



3) Simeon and Anna were very old believers in the God of Israel, who had 

learned the spiritual discipline of waiting patiently on God, and saw the 

fulfilment of His promise to send the Messiah. 

4) Because of our anxiety about passing time, waiting of God in faith is 

never easy, but it is necessary to receive the promises of God.   

5) When Simeon and Anna received the promised Messiah, they publicly 

acknowledged Him, and testified to others about Him.  After waiting on 

God in faith, and receiving from God, let us not fail to testify of what God 

has done for us.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Jesus is the Savior who saves us from everything we need to be saved 

from to be saved.  We often speak of Jesus as our Savior, but are we allowing Him to save us 

from everything from which we need to be saved?  As His disciples, this is a continuing 

challenge, because His Word and Spirit continually make us aware of ways in which we need 

to be saved by Him. 

 

Ministry in Action: Encourage each other to pray for one another to be effective witnesses to 

the world.  God is not looking for perfect people to be witnessed.  He is simply looking for 

willing and obedient people to be salt and light to the world.   
 


