
Adult School of Ministry 
 

New Unit:  Celebrating Advent 

 

Lesson for Sunday, December 18, 2022 (Lesson #3)  

 

Our Savior Has Come:  Jesus was born to be the Savior of the world.                            

 
Scriptures:  Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12.                                        

  

The Lesson Overview:  The first two parts of this lesson are based on the Gospel by Luke, 

and the last part of the lesson is based on the Gospel by Matthew.  The lesson begins with 

content found only in Luke’s Gospel, telling about the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, followed 

by the account of the shepherds who were informed by an angel of the birth of Jesus and 

went immediately to find Him on the night Jesus was born.  The last part of the lesson is 

focused on content found only in Matthew’s Gospel, about the wise men (the Magi) who 

came to worship Jesus about two years after Jesus was born.  They found the Holy Family in 

a house, where they worshipped Jesus and gave Him gifts.   

 

Historical background:  The complete account of the birth of Jesus is found only in the first 

two chapters of the Gospel by Matthew and the first two chapters of the Gospel by Luke.  

Therefore, to get the whole Christmas story, it is necessary to examine both accounts as given 

by Matthew and Luke.  Each account provides some information the other does not, while 

there are essential aspects of the story common to both Matthew and Luke.  Therefore, the 

two accounts complement one another, and both accounts emphatically teach that Jesus was 

(and is) the eternally begotten Son of God, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of 

the virgin Mary to be the Savior of the world.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. The Savior is Born:  Luke 2:1-7. 

A. Journey to Bethlehem, vv. 1-5. 

B. Jesus Born in Bethlehem, vv. 6-7. 

2. The Shepherds Rejoice:  Luke 2:8-20. 

A. An Angel Tells Good News, vv. 8-14. 

B. Shepherds Respond With Faith, vv. 15-20. 

3. The Wise Men Worship: Matthew 2:1-12. 

A. Led by a Star and Scripture, vv. 1-9. 

B. Jesus Worshiped and Protected, vv. 10-12. 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. The Savior is Born:  Luke 2:1-7. 

A. Journey to Bethlehem, vv. 1-5. 

1) The prophet Micah, (5:2), foretold the Messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem in Judea.  Mary was pregnant with the Messiah, but she was 

residing in Nazareth in Galilee, about 70 miles north of Bethlehem.   

2) However, world events ordered by God, would bring Joseph and Mary to 

Bethlehem in time for Jesus to be born there.  A decree from Caesar 

Augustus set people to traveling throughout the Roman world, because he 

decided “the world should be taxed”, v. 1, “and all went to be taxed, every 

one to his own [birth] city”, v. 3.   

3) This required Joseph and Mary to travel to Bethlehem, v. 4, to be taxed 

and counted by the Roman authorities.  At this time, Mary “being great 

with child”, v. 5, was nearing the end of her pregnancy with Jesus.   

4) It is likely Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem as part of a caravan, on 

a busy trade route that ran south from Nazareth to Jerusalem, turned 

southwest a little past Bethlehem, and from there continued on into Egypt.   

5) Caravans moved slowly, and in caravans, there were people walking, 

riding in wagons or chariots pulled by animals, and riding on horses, 

donkeys, and camels.  People traveled in caravans for protection from 

bandits.   

6) All of this suggests what the trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem, which 

probably took a week to ten days, was like for Joseph and Mary.   

B. Jesus Born in Bethlehem, vv. 6-7. 

1) After the arrival of Joseph and Mary in Bethlehem,  

“the days were accomplished that she should be delivered [give birth to 

Jesus]”, v. 6.   

2) By means of God’s providence for Joseph and Mary, which moved Caesar 

Augustus to issue a decree that affected the whole Roman world, Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem, in fulfillment of Holy Scripture, Micah 5:2.  

3) As the custom was at the time, newborn infants were rubbed with salt and 

wrapped tightly in a long piece of cloth, v. 7.  People believed this was the 

best way to simulate the comfort of the baby’s previous life in the womb, 

while allowing the infant to become gradually accustomed to living 

outside the womb. 

4) Jesus, after being wrapped “in swaddling clothes”, v. 7, was laid in a 

manger, a feed trough for household animals, made into a crib or bed.   

5) Luke explains that Jesus was laid in a manger “because there was no room 

for them [Mary and Jesus} in the inn”, v. 7.  The word inn occurs only 

two time in the New Testament (KJV and NKJV), and both times in the 

Gospel by Luke (here, and in Luke 10:34).   



6) Like uses two different Greek terms for inn in 2:7 and 10:34, in 2:7, the 

Greek words for “the inn” are “to katalumati,” which means “the guest 

room.”  In 10:34, the Greek word for inn is pandokeion, which means, 

even judging from the context, “a lodging for travelers.” 

7) All the Christmas stories about Mary and Jesus being turned away by the 

evil innkeeper were well-meaning, but not well-informed.  It is likely that 

Joseph and Mary sought lodging with relatives or friends in Bethlehem, 

but when they arrived, the quest room in the house had already been taken 

by other relatives or friends of the family.   

8) Many of the houses in Bethlehem were built into the mouths of the 

abundant limestone caves in the area.  In the cave behind such a house, 

the household animals (sheep, goats, donkeys, cows) were kept at night 

and during inclement weather.   

9) Putting all of this together, it is likely Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were 

lodging in the cave behind a house in Bethlehem when Jesus was born.  

Joseph and Mary, and their contemporaries, would not have regarded this 

circumstance in the same way we do.  Still, the fact that the infant 

Messiah was born in a stable and laid in manger was a humble 

circumstance for the King of kings and the Lord of lords.   

10) It is often said that we do not know how important and valuable 

something is until we no longer have it.  Try to imagine how much poorer 

we would be spiritually without the story of Jesus’ birth as told in the 

Gospels by Luke and Matthew.   

11) Consider how important this is in your life, in the life of your 

family, and in the lives of other people.  What would it be like to not 

celebrate the birth of Jesus every year during what has come to be known 

as “the Christmas Season”? 

12) It is good that we celebrate the birth of Jesus, and that we keep the 

emphasis of our celebration on the fact that Christmas really is all about 

the coming to earth of God incarnate in Jesus the Messiah.   

2. The Shepherds Rejoice:  Luke 2:8-20. 

A. An Angel Tells Good News, vv. 8-14. 

1) It is believed the shepherds, v. 8, may have been those keeping sheep in 

“the Shepherd’s Field,” about three-fourths of a mile east of Bethlehem.  

This is where it is believed the sheep for the Temple sacrifices in nearby 

Jerusalem were kept.   

2) It is possible these shepherds would have had some knowledge of the 

better-known messianic prophecies in the Old Testament, such as the 

prophecy in Micah 5:2, that foretold the Messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem in Judea.   



3) The angel who appeared to the shepherds, v. 9, may have been Gabriel, 

who had appeared to Mary, and to Joseph in a dream, but he is not 

identified. 

4) The appearance of the angel was frightening to the shepherds, but 

immediately he told them not to be afraid, because he was bringing to 

them good news of great joy, “which shall be to all people”, v. 10. 

5) This identifies the Gospel as being not only for the Jews, but also for 

people of all nations.   

6) The angel was specific about what the good news was.  He announced the 

birth in Bethlehem (“the city of David”) of “a Savior, who is Christ [the 

Messiah] the Lord”, v. 11.   

7) From this description, the shepherds knew who had been born in 

Bethlehem, and why this was good news.  The angel also gave the 

shepherds a sign by which they would know this baby when they found 

Him, v. 12.  They would find the infant Messiah cradled in a manger (a 

feed trough for animals). 

8) The angel having delivered this news to the shepherds, was suddenly 

joined by a multitude of angels praising God, vv. 13-14. 

B. Shepherds Respond With Faith, vv. 15-20.   

1) The shepherds had less than a mile to go to get to Bethlehem, and they 

decided to go there immediately.  So “they came with haste, and found 

Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger”, v. 16.   

2) Having found the baby, the shepherds told others what the angel had said 

to then about the baby, v. 17, causing them to wonder about their words, 

v. 18.   

3) Mary kept their words in her heart and thought much about them, v. 19.  

The shepherds responded with faith to the angel’s announcement, and to 

their discovery of the infant Messiah, the shepherds returned to their 

work, “glorifying and praising God”, v. 20.   

4) The angel’s announcement to the shepherds about the birth of Jesus was 

that this was good news “which shall be to all people”, Luke 2:10.  While 

God chose the Jews to be the nation through whom Jesus Christ would 

come into the world, He came into the world for all people. 

5) It has always been God’s will that people from all nations would be saved 

by Jesus Christ.  This is the reason the Gospel appeals to people of all 

nations.   

6) The Gospel is inclusive of every person of every kindred, tongue, tribe, 

and nation, whoever that may be, who will believe in Jesus Christ.  We 

must never lose sight of the fact that, the Gospel is for every person.   

3. The Wise Men Worship:  Matthew 2:1-12. 

A. Led by a Star and Scripture, vv. 1-9. 



1) Based on the verses in Matthew 2:7 and 16, it is generally believed the 

wise men came to worship Jesus about two years after He was born.  

Jesus was no longer a baby, but was a “young child”, v. 11.   

2) The “wise men” were, in fact, Magi, an order of religious men found in 

Persia and Babylon.  King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, made Daniel the 

prophet chief of the Magi in Babylon, Daniel 2:48; 4:9 5:11.   

3) Daniel may have exposed some the Magi to the Jewish Scriptures, and 

possibly persuaded some to believe in the God of Israel.  The Magi had a 

reputation for being highly competent in astrology and the interpretation 

of dreams.   

4) This being so, it is significant God guided them by a star and a dream in 

their actions regarding Jesus, Matthew 2:2, 12.   

5) The Magi traveled to Jerusalem to find the one “born King of the Jews,” 

because they had seen a star which signified this King was born, v. 2; 

compare Numbers 24:17.   

6) It is likely this star was not noticeable to most people, but the Magi, being 

experts in the study of the stars, were informed and guided by it.  (How 

many people today would know if a new star appeared?)  The Magi came 

to “worship” this King, v. 2, meaning they recognized His deity.   

7) Brought to Jerusalem by a star, the Magi were led by Scripture to seek for 

the King of the Jews in Bethlehem, vv. 3-8.  After receiving instructions 

to look for the King in Bethlehem (only five miles south of Jerusalem), 

the Magi set out for Bethlehem, and the star that had brought them to 

Jerusalem, “went before them, till it came and stood over where the young 

child was”, v. 9.   

8) Led by a star, and by Holy Scriptures, the Magi found the young child 

Jesus. 

B. Jesus Worshiped and Protected, vv. 10-12. 

1) The Magi rejoiced when they saw the star, v. 10, leading them to “the 

house” where they found “the young child [Jesus] with Mary His mother”, 

v. 11.   

2) Having found Jesus, the Magi fell down before Him, worshiped Him, and 

gave Him valuable gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  After this, 

likely later on the same night they had found and worshiped Jesus, the 

Magi were warned by God in a dream not to return to King Herod, v. 12, 

to report where they had found Jesus, see vv. 7-8.   

3) Obeying God, the Magi returned home by a way that did not pass through 

Jerusalem, v. 121.  Herod’s intention was to murder Jesus, as verses 13-18 

tell.   

4) Maybe the wise men who came to worship Jesus had become believers in 

the one true God.  They were wise to find and worship Jesus.  Wise 

people still worship Jesus Christ.   



5) However, we live in a time when many people are angered by the very 

mention of Jesus’ name, and especially so, if He is called Christ, or Lord, 

or Son of God, or Savior.   

6) Many are angered by any who say Jesus should be worshiped  An 

increasingly secular society wants to diminish Jesus, which is all the more 

reason for we who know who Jesus is, to continue worshiping Him as 

Savior and Lord.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  To follow Jesus, to truly be His disciple, means we believe about Him 

everything the New Testament says He is.  And believing that, we worship Him.   

 

Ministry in Action:  Corporate worship can be ministry in action, in that when we worship 

together as believers in Christ, we encourage, strengthen, and bless one another by our shared 

faith.   
 


